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       Greetings From The President 
There was a good turnout for our tour to the Joe 
Martin Craftsmanship Museum for our August tour. 
About 14 Model A’s were in our group for the short 
trip to the museum. Our own resident docent and 
master machinist Dave Belt gave us a personal 
presentation of the many miniature working 
models of early internal and external combustion 
engines and the detailed labor involved in making 
these little works of art. Well done Dave and 
thanks for a very interesting and informative tour! 
Our own Bob Olivari had a display of detailed 
plastic model airplanes from his personal 
collection. 

Then it was on to Oceanside Harbor for lunch. Less than half of our group continued on to 
the harbor area as some had other obligations, etc. About 12 of us had lunch at Joe’s Crab 
Shack. 
While on the subject of touring, it is very helpful to both the tour leader and those in the 
back of the pack to have a CB radio installed in your Model A. As Tour Leader, most of the 
time I can only see a few cars back in our line of Model A’s. If there are problems or issues 
back there, I depend on someone on the radio to inform me so I can take appropriate 
action. For those following, I try to call off the turns and inform the group what to expect 
ahead of us. A CB radio is not that expensive for the basic models and for our purposes, 
the simpler the better. Each body style has slightly different requirements for installation 
and most are not that difficult. If you need help installing one, there are members in our 
club that can assist you. Bottom line is a CB radio makes touring easier for all of us. 
And finally……..occasionally, as I am packing up my stuff after a meeting, a member will 
approach and tell me their opinion, suggestion or complaint about what was just discussed 
during the meeting. This is just a reminder that the time and place to  make your voice 
heard and your opinions known is DURING the meeting! Venting, suggesting or informing 
me about your concerns and issues after the meeting accomplishes absolutely nothing. 
Sometimes I don’t see a raised hand, especially the quick momentary ones. If you want to 
speak during the meeting, please raise your hand and I promise I will call on you for your 
turn to offer your opinion. Vigorously and enthusiastically waving your hand will probably 
get you noticed sooner. Waving both hands helps too. Remember, the business of the club 
is conducted during the meeting by the members present. My only job as President at the 
meetings is to keep the agenda orderly and to try to keep everyone from talking at once. 
See you at the next meeting.  

Fred Slikker    
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Minutes of the August 5th 2015 Club Meeting 
Call To Order:  The August 5, 2015 meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club was called to 
order by President Fred Slikker at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Alden Kay.  
Health Report: President Slikker announced the passing of long -time member Larry Cosby. 
Dianne Frazee then reported that Judy Burrell was now in charge of the health report.  Judy then 
stated that it seemed appropriate to name it the Sunshine & Sorrow report,  and concluded stating 
the email and phone tree worked fairly well last month when members were notified of Larry 
Cosby’s passing.  
Minutes:  The minutes were unanimously approved as published. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Dianne Frazee reported on the previous months balance, the monthly 
expenditures, receipts, and ending balance since the last meeting.  She then reported on bills that 
had been received.  Payment of the bills was unanimously approved. 
Tours:  Fred Slikker gave a brief report on the recent tour to Hansen ’s Garage.  He then 
announced that the August 8th tour would be to Joe Martin’s Craftsman Museum followed by 
lunch at the Oceanside Harbor.  He stated that possible upcoming tours are: the Desalination 
Plant in Carlsbad; the Vista Irrigation District facility; the new Hawthorne Caterpillar building; and 
the Steam and Tractor museum in Vista. 
So Cal Report:  John Frazee stated they would still like for local chapters to come up with 
an event.  It was then announced that Orange County won’t put on their International Model A Day 
celebration event since there was insufficient participation last year.  Jim Gates offered to contact 
the Escondido and Vista Ford agencies to see if they would be interested in sponsoring an event. 
Vice President’s Report:  In the absence of Paul Sharrott, there was no report. 
Reflector Director’s Report:  Dean Barnat expressed appreciation for submissions of 
information and pictures by members.  
Technical Director’s Report:  Remmie Jackson talked about the Model A “Death Wobble”.  
He explained that problem is primarily related to tie rods. 
Raffle:  Greg Wilson, with assistance from Anna Lewis, conducted the evening raffle, and 
thanked those who had made contributions. 
Membership:  Judy Burrell announced that Roland Maus had submitted his late renewal 
application. 
Public Relations:   Fred Slikker stated Barbara Kruegel was unable to attend; however, she 
did inform him that we were published in the usual publications. 
Correspondence:  President Slikker announced a gentleman wanted to purchase a 
Roadster or 4-door, and to see him following the meeting for the info if interested in selling a car.  
He then read a letter from the Chair of the Fallbrook Vintage Car Club concerning an upcoming 
event and noted it could be discussed later when more information was available. 
New Business:  Nancy Stradley-DiTomaso reported on the upcoming Christmas party noting 
that the Elks was now including a $250 room charge, which would increase the meal cost to $30 
versus $25 each.  She then noted that 3 of their friends at the Elks had offered to donate their 
services so the cost could be kept at $25.  However, Nancy stressed that it would be important to 
make sure they receive an appropriate tip.  Treasurer Dianne Frazee noted that last year $150 
had been set aside to assist for the Christmas party, and some of that could be used to insure 
there was sufficient tip for those individuals.  A great deal of discussion occurred primarily focusing 
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on the tip; how much it should be, and how to insure there was enough.  In general, it seemed the 
desire was to leave the meal cost at $25. 
Nancy announced that she and Hank have been in charge of the Christmas Party for the last 8 
years, and they would not continue next year, so if the group wanted to continue to use the Elks 
facility, they should be aware that the cost would include the additional $250 charge to use the room, 
which would increase the priced of the meal. 
Old Business: Fred Slikker stated a Tour Director and Vice President were still needed for 
next year’s slate of officers to be complete.  He also asked for people to assist with vacuuming the 
club house following the meeting noting that Sheila Saxman and Linda Thamer have been doing it 
for quite some time.  Dee Olivari and Phyllis Oviatt volunteered for the evening duty following this 
meeting. 
Monkey Business:  Dave Belt entertained the members with a joke about a married couple on 
a shopping trip. 
Refreshments: Marilyn Groover thanked those who brought refreshments. 
Adjournment.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Rautenkranz, Secretary  

 
Our hearts go out to the family of Larry Cosby, 

who has been a member of the Palomar A Club 
since April 1984. 

Larry passed away at 77 years old on July 17, 
2015, in Centerfield, Utah in his sleep after suffer-
ing many years with liver cancer.  His service was 
on July 21st at the Aurora 1st LDS Ward Chapel 

in Aurora, Utah.  Survived by 2 daughters,  1 son, 
9 grandchildren & 20 great-grandchildren. 

Larry had a 1928 AA Truck and a 1931 Roadster 
Pickup and many other Model A’s.  He had been 

working on a Model T Roadster too. 
He will be missed by all that knew him. 
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TECHNICAL REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2015  
Model A Maintenance 

                     by Remmie Jackson 
The monthly tours can cause one to ignore normal maintenance checks. 
The last couple outings and nothing happen? Maybe time to perform 
some checks. 
GENERATOR/ALTERNATOR: Turn all lights, electrical devices, until a 
noticeable draw on the ammeter is indicated. Start the engine and rev to 
a fast idle. If the meter returns to null than the charging system is OK. If 
not, here are several items to check, fan belt play, belt alignment, and 
belt condition. 
BATTERY: Inspect the terminals for corrosion. If there is evidence, 
remove cables from battery and wire brush terminals and cable clamps. 
Coat with grease and tighten. Inspect the cable connections for loose or 
corrosion. An additional strap between engine block and frame is a good 

idea. Remember bad battery connections will interfere with effective charging. 
DISTRIBUTER: Inspect the contacts and if pitted, dress points file or fine sand paper. Gap should 
be .020 inches. Check the timing by setting #1 piston TOP dead center. With the ignition on, move 
distributor until the points fire. The timing can also be checked with timing light. Model A’s with non
- standard cams, high compression heads, or modified exhaust systems may want to advance the 
timing a few degrees beforeTOP dead center.   
SPARK PLUGS: Remove the plugs but keep them 
next to the cylinder from from which they came. 
Inspect each plug for the color of the porcelain,   
this is white, the carburetor mixture may be too lean.  
If dry but soft carbon dark, the mixture may be too 
rich. If dark and oily, then engine is probably burning 
oil. If the engine also has a rough idle, the plug may 
be firing. Plugs should be gaped at .034 inches. 
Special head manufactures may specify a different 
spark plug gap and a specific brand (heat) plug. 
COILS: Clean any grease and dirt from bakelite 
portion of the coil. If flat top of the coil is NOT flat, the 
coil primary has been energized, (ignition on), for 
periods of time when the engine is not running. This is 
calmative and will lead to COIL failure. 
CARBUATOR: Look for wetness around any gaskets. 
If the bowl gasket is leaking, check to float detention. 
Refer to Technical Report January 2015 for 
adjustments. Engine compartment fires generally 
cause an intense scramble for the fire extinguisher. 
 

IT’S HARD TO BE NOSTALGIC WHEN YOU CAN’T REMEMBER ANYTHING    
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Palomar A’s Short Tour Page 

By rough count, a dozen or so Model A’s and a couple other 
vintage cars joined for this tour. And along with a couple 
moderns, everyone departed from the normal clubhouse 

meeting place after the breakfast coordinated so reliably and graciously by the 
always smiling Jim Gates. The Craftsman’s museum is a short drive from the 
Palomar estates starting place — just a couple miles down Palomar Airport Road. 

The facility is in a newer industrial area and is well-stocked with machining tools 
and a vast array of scale models carefully built with accuracy and precision in mind 
by a group of dedicated model builders. On site in the back-half of the building is a 
well stocked machine shop the hobbyists use to construct the various model 
pieces. Dave Belt was our gracious docent and provided the Palomar A club with a 

Joe Martin Craftsman Museum 
Write-up by Dean Barnat 

Photos contributed by Dean and Fred 



Palomar Model A Club  7

The Reflector  September 2015 

detailed tour of the facilities including an overview of a scale model radial engine he’s 
so patiently been constructing. The assortment of models in the museum is truly 
impressive, not to mention the thousands of hours effort and knowledge that went into 
building the collection. Everything including planes, trains, automobiles, boats, 
vintage steam engines all made in miniature and all fully capable of running. 
Interesting to a couple of us was a scale model Gatling gun that actually fires. They 
had a collection of mini steam engines running on display. If you haven’t had a 
chance to see this museum, it’s very interesting and worth your time to seek out. 

Judy Burrell reminds everyone to contact her with news of Sunshine or Sadness 
Tel: 949-492-4255  or  email: judynjohn@burrellteam.com 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
   Does your car have you stymied?               
   Call a Palomar’s Technical Advisor 
   John Frazee 760-729-4865 
   Howard Kruegel 619-426-5018 
   Fred Slikker 858-487-8861 

September Anniversaries  

September Refreshments 

Labor Day. 7-Sep 
VJ Day, WWII. 2-Sep 
911 Remembrance. 11-Sep 
Grandparents Day 13-Sep 
Constitution Day 17-Sep 
International Peace Day (UN) 21-Sep 
Yom Kippur  22-Sep 

September Birthdays 

Brian and Pam Tresedern 
Joe and Peggy Williams 
Greg and Cindy Wilson 

Rory and Ryoko Woodward 
Doug and Carolyn Armstrong 

September Holidays 

Carmen Smith 8-Sep 
John Burrell 13-Sep 
JoAnn Pickrell 14-Sep 
Kim Wright 19-Sep 
Hugh Stone 23-Sep 
Eddy Arredondo 25-Sep 
Ray Matthews 30-Sep 

Dale & Eleanor Stanfield 1-Sep 
Richard & Twink Bumann 4-Sep 
Walter & Carla Hibbard 5-Sep 
Jim & Mary Norman 8-Sep 
Greg & Cindy Wilson 11-Sep 

Reflections 
West Leffingwell in the side view mirror 

of his Woodie Wagon 
Photo compliments of Lucy Wheeler 
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September 5 — Local short tour TBD Possible Carlsbad Water Plant Tour 

September 12 -- Orcutt, California 13th Annual All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet 

September 14-30 -- Reno-Yellowstone Reno to Yellowstone and More 

September 18-19 -- W. Columbia, SC 9th Annual All Model A & Model T Swap Meet 

September 19 -- Worldwide International Model A Day 2015 

December 3,4,5 -- Medford Oregon National Awards Banquet 

September Tour Plan 

Jim King’s been working on a potential 
tour of the Carlsbad treatment plant 

either in September or October. 
Final plans for the September tour will 
be announced at the September 2nd 

Saturday September 5th departure time 
9:30am from the Palomar Estates Clubhouse. 

$5 pancake breakfast prior to departure 
If you sign up (just tell Jim Gates) 

 

 

The Joe Martin Foundation's museum in Carlsbad, California displays the world's largest permanent collection of 
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Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, 
Transmission, Clutch, Rear end, Front 
end, Steering Box & Brakes.   Other Ser-
vices: Wheel Balancing, Counter  Bal-
anced Crank Shafts, Engine Babbitting, 
Lightened Fly-Wheels, V8 Clutches, 
Leakless Water Pumps, Carburetors, Dis-
tributors, Generators, Starters and More. 
CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF 
SERVICES! 

00% 
OFF 

 
Email dbarnat72@gmail.com 
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Meetings are held the fir st 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Palomar Estates East Club House 
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The 
doors open at 6:00 pm for social 
time and the meeting starts at 
7:00pm.  
 

For questions about or inputs to the          
Reflector, contact the editor Dean Barnat: 

Tel: 858-442-8773 
Or email dbarnat72@gmail.com 

President  Fred Slikker 

Vice President Paul Sharrott 

Secretary Lee Rautenkranz 

Treasurer Diane Frazee 

Short Tour Coordinator Fred Slikker 

Reflector Editor Dean Barnat 

Webmaster Lee Rautenkranz 

Assistant Editor Bob Olivari 

Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 

Hospitality Marilyn and Jim Groover 

Librarian John Frazee 

Membership Chair Judy Burrell 

Raffle Chair Greg Wilson & Rory Woodward 

Southwest Region Rep. John Frazee 

Technical Director Remmie Jackson 

We’re on the Web!! 

www.palomarmodelaclub.org 
Check us out! 


