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We didn't have a tour planned for September, but members wanted to 
take advantage of Jim Gates' offer to come for breakfast at the Club-
house. That is the best breakfast ever! And as Jim has said, 'if you go 
away hungry, it is your own fault!'  
 
We had 23 members arrive in 10 Model A's and two moderns. Even Vicky 
and Lee arrived in beautiful Tuffy to get her back on the road. Remmie 
had driven up to their house and had trouble with his car, so he left it 

(Continued on page 6) 



Palomar Model A Club  2

The Reflector  October 2012 

 
 

MS. PREZ. SEZ:   
 

 
 
Happy 50th Birthday to the 
Palomar A’s.  The club has 
reached quite a milestone 
this year and everyone 
should be proud of the 
great club and the won-
derful memories it has 
given its members.  To list 
all the fun times we have 
had on tours and other so-
cial events would take 
many, many pages and 
Carla would have to do a 
lot of editing to fit it in.  
Needless to say we have 
visited and discovered so 
many places that we 
would have never known 
about if it was not for our 
tours in the Model A’s.  We 
have lost some of our very 
dear friends over the 
years, most of them re-
membered with the fond-

MS. Prez sez 

est of memories for the 
great adventures and fun 
we had traveling through 
our great State and beyond.  
Let’s keep the tradition go-
ing and keep the club active 
and a great place to meet 
for friendship and the 
needed information for our 
beautiful cars.  We encour-
age the newer members to 
come on the short tours as 
this is a great way to get to 
know everyone.  There is 
something in the works 
right now that will be a cele-
bration for the 50th Birthday 
party.  It will be at our regu-
lar meeting night November 
7th.  Further information will 
be coming your way. 
 
It was so wonderful to have 
Vicky and Lee at our Sep-
tember Meeting.  We have 
missed both of them so 
much and appreciate that 
they made the effort to 
come out to the meeting.  
The past few months have 
not been easy for them yet 
their spirits were high which 
is an inspiration to us all.  
Our Secretary Bev was out 
of her cast and right back to 
work.  It was a happy night. 
 
Our next meeting is in Oc-
tober.  October is such a 

beautiful month and even 
though it is getting colder, 
there is so much color and 
beauty all over.  The Holi-
day many people associate 
with October is Halloween.  
The Birthstone is the Opal 
and Tourmaline and the 
Calendula is the flower.  
The first “Model T” Ford 
was put on the market Oc-
tober 1, 1908.  It seems 
ORANGE and BLACK are 
many people’s choices for 
the colors of October, 
probably because of the 
association with Hallow-
een.  If you would like to 
add a third color to the mix-
ture, WHITE would be the 
one to choose for all the 
ghosts and goblins. 
 
That’s the message for Oc-
tober.  Look forward to 
seeing you on tours and 
events and of course our 
October meeting.  Take 
time to smile and laugh 
and enjoy your life.  See 
you down the road. 
 
 
 

  Arlene 
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MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2012 MEETING 
 

The September 5, 2012 meeting of the Palomar A's Club was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. by President Arlene Belt. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vicki 
Penland.  Visitors were Mac MacPherson and Robert Freeman.   
HEALTH REPORT: It was good to have Vicki Penland  in attendance. 
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Motion was made to accept the minutes as 

printed in the Reflector 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Dianne Frazee reported on our bank balance and asked for approval to 
pay the invoice to Print Pros in the amount of $35.02. Motion made and accepted to pay the bill. 
LOCAL TOURS: Jim Gates reported we had a tour of the Leo Carillo Ranch and Linda Thamer gave 
details of the tour.  Jim also said he had seen a photograph of the Kelly Family Reunion while at the 
ranch and he recognized one of our members, Nellie Cilley. John Frazee gave an interesting report 
on the history of the ranch and that Nellie's Great, Great Grandfather was one of the Kelly's.  He told 
of the trials the Kelly’s had in coming to California in the 1850's.  There was also a tour of the Minia-
ture Museum. Dave Belt works there and filled us in on the many interesting projects you can see if 
you visit there.   
UPCOMING TOURS: John Frazee announced we are invited to display our cars at American Senior 
Living on Saturday, Sept. 22 to benefit Alzheimer cure. The facility is on Lake Blvd in Oceanside at 
12 noon. Call John for more information. 
VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT: Anna Lewis showed items she has for sale including shirts, polo 
shirts,  hats, denims, etc. See Anna to purchase club memorabilia. 
TECHNICAL REPORT: Mac MacPherson, office Manager of Automatic Research Library, HCFI, 
gave an interesting talk on the extensive library available at his establishment. There are many early 
periodicals for viewing, along with PDF files and coffee table books to purchase concerning automo-
biles. Memberships are available to view periodicals at $35.00 per year.  More information is on their 
web site at www. hcfi.org; their E-mail is research@hcfi.org; phone # 619-464-0301; address 8186 
Center ST, Suite F, La Mesa, CA 91942. Mac distributed newsletters with applications for member-
ship attached. 
RAFFLE: Dave Belt and Jack Perkins conducted the raffle. The birthday tickets were awarded to 
John Burrell. Dave Armstrong won the attendance award. Jack and Louva Buehler donated a bottle 
of Metaxa Liquor for the raffle. Lucky winners were Jim and Marilyn Groover. 
MEMBERSHIP: Keith Thamer introduced Owen McNearny and Bobbi De Vaul. Welcome, new mem-
bers. 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Sheila Saxman reported she had notified all the publications. 
NEW BUSINESS:  John reported that Good Year Tires are available from Hansen's Garage in 
Ramona.  
Arlene announced the nominees for the 2013 Board as follows:  Treasurer, Dianne Frazee; 
Long Tours, John Frazee; Vice President, Anna Lewis; Raffle, Sheila Saxman; Public Relations, Bar-
bara Kruegel; Hospitality, Marilyn and Jim Groover; Webmaster, Lee Rautenkranz.  Volunteers are 
needed to fill the following positions: President; Secretary; Technical Director; Local Tours; and 
Membership.  Please call Arlene to volunteer for one of these offices to complete our Board for 2013. 
Carla Hibbard will continue as Editor if the offices are filled. 
MONKEY BUSINESS: The Groovers brought lemons for everyone to enjoy. 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned for refreshments at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Bev Perkins, Secretary 
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Technical Report by Fred Sl ikkerby  Fred Sl ikkerby  Fred Sl ikkerby  Fred Sl ikker     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSICAL GLASS 

Most very early automobiles 
were open body styles without 
windshields. If you wanted to 
protect yourself from wind, bugs 
and other flying objects, you 
wore a duster, gloves, scarf and 
goggles. As speed capability in-
creased and sedans and other 
closed body styles evolved, 
windshields were installed on 
vehicles. The glass in these 
early windshields was ordinary 
plate glass. It didn't take long for 
manufacturers and drivers alike 
to realize that, in an accident, 
the broken glass shards inflicted 
terrible additional injuries. 

In 1903 a French chemist 
named Edouard Benedictus ac-
cidentally knocked a glass 
beaker off his desk. Rather than 
the glass shattering and spread-
ing pieces all over the floor, it 
only broke and the beaker re-
tained its basic shape. Upon in-
vestigating, Benedictus discov-
ered the beaker had contained a 
clear adhesive called cellulose 
nitrate which had dried in the 
container and held it together. It 
was this accidental discovery 
that inspired Benedictus to de-
velop a type of flat shatterproof 

glass by bonding a layer of cel-
luloid between two layers of 
glass. Once the process was 
perfected, he filed for and re-
ceived a patent for this lami-
nated glass in 1909. However, 
automobile manufacturers still 
resisted using this safety glass 
for many years because it 
added to the bottom line cost of 
their vehicles. In the interim, a 
major use for this new safety 
glass was during WW1 when it 
was used for eyepiece lenses in 
gas masks. Laminated safety 
glass finally began to be used in 
automobile windshields in 1927. 

Tempered glass, which is an-
other form of safety glass, was 
discovered about the same time 
as laminated glass. However, it 
evolved at a much slower pace 
than laminated glass. It is a sin-
gle pane of glass that has been 
heat treated to make it stronger. 
The tempering process makes it 
5 to 10 times stronger than ordi-
nary plate glass. When it does 
break, it shatters into small 
granules similar to gravel rather 
than knifelike shards. It saw lim-
ited use prior to WW2. Then its 
use increased dramatically in 
the form of bullet proof glass 
and other uses. After the war, its 
use in civilian industry increased 
dramatically. Today, most auto-
mobiles are equipped with lami-
nated glass windshields and 
tempered glass side and rear 
windows. 

Ford first started using lami-
nated safety glass in all their 

Model A's in 1928. Regular plate 
glass was still used in the side 
and rear windows. In May of 
1931 Ford offered a buyer op-
tion to have safety glass in-
stalled in all windows at an addi-
tional cost. When I restored my 
'31 S/W Fordor Sedan many 
years ago, it still had plate glass 
in the side and rear windows. 
I'm sure there are some Model 
A's in use now that still have 
plate glass installed. No need to 
dwell on this, but it is important 
to you and to the safety of those 
traveling with you that your 
Model A has safety glass in all 
the windows. If you don't know if 
your Model A has safety glass, 
look at the edge of the glass. 
You should see a thin line in the 
middle of the two panes. This is 
the all important vinyl layer. If 
you don't see this line, chances 
are you still have the old plate 
glass in your vehicle. Most 
Model A parts venders sell ready 
to install laminated safety glass 
for most body styles. It probably 
won't have a manufacturers 
safety glass logo on it unless 
you opt to pay extra for it. 

There is a very remote possibil-
ity that someone in your Model 
A's ownership linage could have 
installed tempered glass in the 
side and rear windows. In this 
case you won't see a vinyl layer 
because tempered glass only 
has one pane of glass. How do 
you find out for sure? Look at 
the windows in the sunlight us-
ing Polaroid sunglasses. Then 

(Continued on page 5) 
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tilt your head to one side. If it is tempered safety glass, you will 
see splotches of rainbow colors appear in the glass. Try this on 
your modern car's rear window and you will see what I'm talking 
about. 

Then there is still the old Caveman Test for your windows. Just 
throw a large rock at your Model A's window. If the rock goes 
through with lots of shards scattered about, you HAD plate 
glass in your window. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Updated Nominees for 2013 Board: 

 
President:  Karen Beel 
Vice President:  Anna Lewis 
Treasurer:  Dianne Frazee 
Long Tour:  John Frazee 
Reflector Editor:  Carla Hibbard 
Assistant Editor:  Bob Olivari 
Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel 
Hospitality:  Marilyn and Jim Groover 
Librarian:  John Frazee 
Membership:  Phyllis and Gordon Oviatt 
Raffle Chair:  Sheila Saxman 
Southwest Reg. Rep:  John Frazee 
Web Master:  Lee Rautenkranz 
 
Still needed are nominees for Secretary, Short Tours and Technical Director. 
 
“One of the greatest discoveries a person makes, one of their greatest surprises, is to find they can 
do what they were afraid they couldn’t do.” 
-Henry Ford- 

 

Just Wondering:  

If helicopters are so safe, 
how come there are no 
vintage helicopter fly-
ins? 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 22__The Palomar Model A Club has been asked to display our cars as a fund raiser 
for research for a cure for Alzheimer’s disease.  The display will be at the Emeritus of Oceanside 
Senior Living facility, 35244 Lake Boulevard in Oceanside on September 22, 2012 at 12:00 noon.  
There will be food booths to buy your lunch with all proceeds going to the fund.  The 22nd is Interna-
tional Model A Day when we are encouraged to get our cars out so others can see what great cars 
they are and how much fun we have with them. This is a chance to do that and help find a cure for a 
dreaded disease.  For more information contact John Frazee at jndfrazee@aol.com or call 760-729-
4865. 
OCTOBER 12__Once again we have been asked to display our cars at Chateau Lake San Marcos.  
The date is October 12th.  We need to get the cars lined up around 11:00, lunch will be provided for 
us starting at 11:30.  Those that have been there in the past always enjoy the lunch and visiting with 
the residents as they remember when the Model A was still a fairly new car.  For more information 
contact John Frazee at jndfrazee@aol.com or 760-729-4865. 
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September 
22   International Model A day  We will display our cars at American Senior Living on 
   Saturday, Sept. 22 to benefit Alzheimer cure. The facility is on Lake Blvd 
    in Oceanside at 12 noon. Call John for more information. 
 
25—10/1  Yosemite Tour, Autos 1940 and older. Contact Judy Burrell 
30   Paradise Valley Swap Meet, Western Little League Field, San Bernardino 
October 
7   Frazier Park Pot Luck, sponsored by Bakersfield Chapter 
10-13    Hershey Fall Swap Meet, Hershey, PA 
26   San Fernando Valley Classic Car Parts Exchange. 6:00 AM   
   Rancho San Antonio, Chatsworth 

November 
7   Palomar 50th Anniversary Dinner at Clubhouse (more info at Oct. meeting) 

December 
1   Palomar Christmas Party, Vista Elks Club 

 

there and came with Vicky and Lee. After breakfast, 
Remmie had a contingent of repairmen go to Vicky and 
Lee's to figure out what was ailing his Model A.  
 
This rest of us thought it was too beautiful a day to not 
get a little tour in, so John Frazee led us on an im-
promptu tour. We left the Clubhouse and drove though 
the unique community of San Elijo Hills. From there we 
continued on through Elfin Forest and Harmony Grove, 
and leisurely motored through some back country of 
Escondido. What a great drive! 
 
New members, do join us on the next tours; they are 
always fun and you get to know your fellow members of 

the Palo-
mar A's! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A typical question I hear is: I have a quick question concerning the Model A Ford I've just acquired. 
It's in primer and in storage. What I would like to know is how to tell exactly what year it is. I think it's 
a 1931, but if you could give me some information on the changes in the body styles in the 28 - 31 
years, I would be very grateful. 
In an attempt to answer this kind of question, I've put together the following "guidelines" based on 
my 30+ years of researching, collecting, and restoring Model A Fords. These guidelines are general 
in nature and don't attempt to narrow the date of manufacture to a particular month, but merely to 
identify the probable year of manufacture. If you're planning to have your car judged in club competi-
tion, the Model A Restoration Guidelines and Judging Standards are invaluable for helping you re-
store your car and determining the date with accuracy. 
For Starters 
There are two distinct Model A groups: 1928-1929 vehicles and 1930-1931 vehicles. Model A en-
gines were made ahead of time and stamped with a number consisting of the letter A, a number up 
to 7 digits and a star. The Reference Desk Page on the MAFCA web site has a link to an Engine 
Production Chart showing motor serial numbers, so it's possible to look up the manufacture date of 
an engine. 
However, it may have taken up to 3 months (or more in some cases) for engines to be used at an 
assembly plant and put into a chassis. During that assembly, the engine number was stamped onto 
the frame on the driver's side, just to the rear of the first body bolt hole. In most cases, it's impossible 
to see this number without taking the body and running board splash aprons off the frame. 
Over time, engines wore out, and it was standard practice in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s to simply 
swap a tired engine with a different one. As long as the replacement engine was in good condition, 
the serial number on it was seldom a concern. Thus, it's common to find a 1929 engine in a 1931 
car, for example. Trying to determine the year of the car merely by looking up the engine number is 
not conclusive. Instead, here's what to look for: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The photo above left is a 1928 Tudor Sedan. The photo above right is a 1931 Deluxe Tudor Sedan. 
Each is typical of two basic year groups of Model A's. It's relatively easy to spot differences in the 
front bumpers, the size of the hub caps, the shape of the radiator shell and hood, and the gas tank/
cowl section. 
The 1928-29 Cars had nickel-plated, magnetic steel headlights and radiator shell. The same items 
on Commercial units (trucks) were also magnetic steel but were painted black. Bodies had a two-
piece firewall with a horizontal seam (three-piece on Fordors and Cabriolets). On the driver's side 

(Continued on page 9) 

How to Identify the Year 

of a Model A Ford  
by Rick Black, El Paso Texas 
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Richard Teubner 

Keith & Linda Thamer, 

Herb Thornberg 

Brian & Pam Treserdern  

Joe & Peggy Williams, 

Greg & Cindy Wilson 

 

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    

4   Bruce Howe 

 4   Jim Quinlan 

 7   Wes Wright 

 7    Alden Kay 

10   Dave Belt 

26   Mary Norman 

29   Lisa Frazee 

    

 

 Anniversaries 
3     Roger and Nancy Boyce 

4     Duff and Betsy Worthington 

23   Steve and JoAnn Cordtz 

Our Birthday winner at 
the August  meeting was 
John Burrell He received 
two free raffle tickets  

    

 
 
 
 
Does your car really have you stymied? Call 
one of Palomar’s Technical Advisors. 
John Frazee  760-729-4865 
Howard Kruegel 619-426-5018 
Gordon Oviatt 760-739-0499 
Fred Slikker  858-487-8861 

If your name is listed and you are 
unable to provide refreshments for 
this meeting, please call Marilyn 
Groover at 760-330-9444  

October Refreshments 

October Birthdays 

Attendance Winner 
Dave Armstrong won the 
attendance prize, and  

Cool Old Photos 
While I know none of you were 
old enough to remember 
WWII, Fred sent me a website 
with some photos of some 
“Rosie the Riveters” in airplane 
assembly plants. As Fred 
pointed out you can sure tell it 
was pre-OSHA. It does bring 
back memories of when this 
country was united and pulling 
together to achieve a common 
goal. Check out this website 
http://pavel-
kosenko.livejournal.com/303194.html
?thread=22669914 
 
 

Teubner, Thamer, Thornberg, Treserdern, Williams, Wilson  
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above the seam, the date of assembly might be found if you wipe the area clean. The radiators were 
shorter than later the 1930-31 models. 1929 style commercial bodies (trucks) were continued to mid-
1930. 
1930-31 Headlights were stainless steel and more rounded in the back. Radiators and shells were 
taller and made of stainless steel. 1930-31 cars had a seamless firewall. No dates are commonly 
found stamped on the firewall. 
Wheels on 1928-29 vehicles were 21" with 4.50 tires and used smaller hub caps than the 1930-31 
cars, which used 19" wheels and 4.75 tires. Since the wheels would fit on any year, wheel size alone 
won't determine the year of the car. 
 

Quick Identification 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first thing to look at to identify the year of a Model A Ford is the area of the radiator shell, 
headlights, bumpers. If the car is original or accurately restored, you can quickly assess the correct 
year of the car. Remember though that there were many variations, and the Model A Restoration 
Guidelines and Judging Standards are the final word on what is correct for each year.  
Take a look at the following pictures, from left to right, of 1928, 1929, 1930, and 1931 cars: 
It's easy determine whether the Model A is an "early" or 1928-1929 year model or a "late" 1930-1931 
model by looking at the shape of the radiator shell. On the early cars, the shell is shorter and lacks 
the painted lower section. It's also pretty easy to tell a 1930 from a 1931 - notice that the 1930 shell 
has a smooth top section, while the 1931 shell has a painted top section. However, the 1928 and 
1929 shell and radiator look identical.  
Instead of looking there, look closely at the headlights and center bumper clamp. It's hard to tell in 
the photographs above, but the 1928 headlights had vertical fluted lenses and round center bumper 
clamps. 1929 cars (and 1930-1931 cars too) had Twolite lenses and an oval center clamp on the 
bumper. The 1928-1929 headlights were "acorn" shaped, while the later 1930-1931 lights were "cup" 
shaped. Sharp eyes will also note that the early headlight bar was straight between the headlights 
while the later one had a slight upward bow. Compare the headlights in the 1929 and 1931 photo-
graphs and see if you can spot the differences. 
Finally, front bumpers on 1928-1929 vehicles had a reverse bend at the ends where the later 1930-
1931 cars had gently curved ends. Compare the center two photos - the 1929 and 1930 cars - and 
you'll see the difference. Once you learn how to put all these things together, you'll be able to identify 
the year of a Model A quickly with a high degree of accuracy. But don't forget, there are some ex-
ceptions to these general guidelines, so you may not want to bet a lot of money on your identifica-
tion!  

Do want to know more? In the next issue I’ l l  t ry to f ind room for Fine Tun-
ing - -  Is i t  a 1928 or 1929? 

(Continued from page 7) 
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 I found this article in the September issue of Real Simple magazine. It shows you can find fun era 
clothing on the rack of women’s clothing stores. Granted it is not for Era Fashion judging and it may 
a little pricey but in this case it can be worn to a Model A event or to a non– Model A function. 
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Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, Transmission, 

Clutch, Rear end, Front end, Steering Box & Brakes.   

Other Services: Wheel Balancing, Counter Balanced 

Crank Shafts, Engine Babbitting, Lightened Fly-

Wheels, V8 Clutches, Leakless Water Pumps, Carbu-

retors, Distributors, Generators, Starters and More. 

CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF SERVICES! 
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Post Office Box 191 
Carlsbad, California 
92018-0191 

Meetings are held the first Wednesday of 

each month in the Palomar Estates East Club 

House located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 

Road, San Marcos, CA 92078.  

NEW HOURS : The doors open at 6:00 pm 

for social time and the meeting starts 

at7:00pm.  

 

Tel: 760-729-5449 

Keith Thamer 

Membership Director 

E-mail: 

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident  Arlene BeltArlene BeltArlene BeltArlene Belt  760760760760----295295295295----3936393639363936  Assistant EditorAssistant EditorAssistant EditorAssistant Editor 
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We’re on the Web!! 

www.palomarmodelaclub.org 

Webmaster:  Lee Rautenkranz 

Check us out! 


