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Palomar Supp orts local
industry
By Linda Thamer, Dave Belt and Bob Saxman

On Saturday, September 10,
members ready for our wine tour
had wonderful weather for the
day’s tour. We met at Palomar
Estates East for a great breakfast to start us out. Clyde was
the Tour Leader and we had
eight A’s and several moderns,
quite a group as you can see
from the ‘Breakfast Photo’!
Our first winery was the Orfila Vine-
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yard, which had a very nice tasting room. Clyde and Linda did a
bit of tasting, and there was a little store attached with gourmet
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MS. Prez sez

Hi Everyone,
It was good to see the visitors
and new members, along with
our great long time members,
at our last meeting. We hope
the new members will join us
on tours and all club functions.
We want to stay an active club
and this is the way to do it.
We have enjoyed being part of
the Palomar A’s and the best

way to do that is to participate
as much as you can. We have
made wonderful friends
through the years and, sadly,
lost a few also. Memories of
past tours and the fun we’ve
had always brings a smile to
our faces. Sometime we made
it through the whole trip,
sometimes it ended on the tow
truck. Of course all of it makes
for good story telling at the
next get-to-gether. We have
seen places we would never
have known about if not for
the tours we did with the club.
We hope we can enjoy many
more times with old friends
and new in the coming years.

course Halloween is the fun
Holiday. The first “Model T”
Ford was put on the market on
October 1, 1908. Some other
facts about October are that
the Opal and Tourmaline are
the birthstones, the calendula is
the flower. The color for October is ORANGE in honor of
those pumpkins and can be in
combination with BLACK for
Halloween.
Have fun and enjoy yourself
until we see you at the meeting.
.

TÜÄxÇx

Our next meeting is in October, which to me is the real
start of Autumn. The leaves
are turning and thoughts turn
to pumpkins and apple pie. Of

FOR SALE
My name is Donna Shelton and I live in Ramona, just down the road from Hansen’s Garage. My husband died recently leaving 3 Model “A”s that I have been able to sell. He bought a ClassicAire Car
Cooler, Fan-powered Model that we used for about 1 hr. total time in our 31” Coupe. I want to sell
it, and wondered if any of your members are interested. My phone number is 760-789-6698. Thank
you for any help.

The Speed
was high

Tires were
thin
Weather
was not
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MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2011 MEETING
The meeting of the Palomar Model A Club was called to order by President
Arlene Belt on September 7, 2011 at 7:05 p.m. The Flag Salute was led by
Jack Buehler.
Before the meeting members viewed a working Model A engine towed in by
John Burrell. Visitors Julius and Jim from Capistrano built the engine on display.
VISITORS : Mike Evans, who wants to get back into Model A's.
HEALTH REPORT: Judy Burrell has 2 cracked ribs and blood clots on her lungs.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: The minutes were approved as printed.
TREASURER'S REPORT: Dianne Frazee reported on our bank balance and presented invoices to
be paid as follows: Bob Olivari, $18.48; Print Pros, $35.56; and Model A Youth Restoration group for
$500. A motion was made and carried to pay the bills.
TOUR REPORT: Jim Gates reported there were 5 cars on the tour to the Kumeyaay Center in Poway. Unfortunately only 4 returned under their own power due to a breakdown of Jim's car. Upcoming tours: Saturday, Sept. 10 Clyde is leading a tour to the Orfila, and other local wineries after
breakfast at the club. Other upcoming tours are: Sept. 25, Gillespie Field Antique Airplanes and
Old Fords Pancake Breakfast and Car Show; Oct. 8, Lions, Tigers and Bears in Alpine; Oct 29, Hansen's Garage with the Temecula Valley A's; Nov. 5 Overnighter to the Reagan Library. Rates at the
Country Inn and Suites Motel are $85 with 2 happy hours and breakfast. Information on reservations
and itinerary is on our web site on the internet. Click on Events. Long Tour: John Frazee reported
there will be a tour to the National Meet in Michigan on June 7, 2012, traveling through Yellowstone
and Mt. Rushmore. Also seeing the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn.
SO CAL REP: John would like someone to accompany him on Sept. 20 to help with the rebuilding
of a '29 Model A.
VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Paul Sharrott has lots of Model A clothing and accessories for sale.
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR: Fred Slikker had a speedo report. He demonstrated how to make adjustments to your speedometer.
RAFFLE: Dave Belt awarded John Burrell the two free birthday tickets.
MEMBERSHIP: Keith Thamer introduced and welcomed new members Dean and Renee Barnett.
We now have 85 members.
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Sheila Saxman reported there were articles in the newspapers and also in
MARC and the Restorer.
NEW BUSINESS: Arlene reported the Christmas Party will be held Dec. 10 at the Vista Elks Club
with Al and Shirley Richardson in charge. John Frazee reminded everyone to send in their MAFCA
ballots.
OLD BUSINESS: Arlene asked for volunteers to fill vacant board positions for next year as follows:
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Local Tours, and Technical Director. Please call Arlene if you
would be willing the serve in any of these positions.
Those offering to fill other positions are: Vice President, Anna Lewis; Long Tour - Library - So Cal
Rep, John Frazee; Reflector Editor, Carla Hibbard; Asst Editor, Bob Olivari; Public Relations, Sheila
(Continued on page 5)
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Technic al Rep ort by Fred Slikker
guide you in determining the
condition of these parts. Remember---- when even one
of the above mentioned parts
is in need of repair or adjustment, it will affect and reduce
the handling quality of your
Model A.
There are only two major
axle adjustments that
HOW'S YOUR FRONT END? front
need to be checked on your
Model A. These are caster
The quality and ease of how our and toe-in. Rather than go
Model A's handle on the road
into detail here about what
depends a lot on the condition
caster is, what it does and
and adjustment of the front axle how to measure and adjust it,
and the components connected
go to the Service Adjustments
to it. When you look under your section of your Mechanics
Model A, it's easy to see that
Handbook for caster adjustthere are a lot of parts conment. In only a page and a
nected to it. Some of these parts half, it will explain all you
are the spring, radius rod,
need to know about wheel
shackles, spindles, kingpins,
caster. Basically, if the ball on
wheels, wheel bearings, drag
the end of the radius rod is
link, tie rod and steering gear.
correctly positioned in its seat
The mechanical condition of
in the bottom of the bell
each of these components will
housing, you probably will
add or subtract to the handling
have the required 5 degrees
quality of your Model A. Since
of caster on the front axle.
our Model A's are 80 years old,
The toe-in adjustment is in
there is a good chance some of
the same section of the Methese components are worn and chanics Handbook. First,
in need of repair. A good way to make sure the tie rod is
make sure your front axle sysstraight. You might be surtem is in good mechanical condi- prised to know that it isn't the
tion is to eventually check and
substantial looking rod converify that each of the componecting the two front wheels
nents is, in fact, in serviceable
together. It's actually a light
condition. The information conweight tube with threaded
tained in Les Andrews Model A
ends welded to it. It can be
Mechanics Handbook will help
easily bent. If it is bent, try
Palomar Model A Club

reaching under the vehicle
and see if you can pull it back
to a straight condition. If you
are unable to do this, remove
it and straighten it using a
vise. The procedures in the
Mechanics Handbook will lead
you through checking and adjusting the front wheel toe-in.
Personally, I use a slightly
different technique than what
is in the handbook. Either
method will work for you. I
leave the vehicle weight on
the front wheels while measuring and adjusting. After all,
that will be the situation
when you drive it. I stick a
strip of masking tape across
the tread in the same location
on the very front of each
wheel. Then put a measuring
line or mark on each tape.
Measure the distance between the wheels. Now push
the vehicle forward a half
wheel rotation so the marks
are now on the rear side of
the wheels and located just
below the oil pan. Measure
again. The front measurement must be slightly less
than the rear. The handbook
says the difference between
the two measurements
should be 3/16" plus or minus
1/16". Personally, I adjust to
1/16" to 1/8" of toe-in so tire
scrub will be kept to a minimum while driving. If you
don't have the correct toe-in,
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

adjust it by shortening or lengthening the tie rod. Remember----each time you adjust the tie rod
you must measure each dimension again by moving the vehicle back and forth to determine the difference. Be patient and measure carefully and often. This is an important adjustment to the handling and steering quality of your Model A.
Once your front end is repaired and adjusted properly, you'll be able to cruise down the highway
with just your thumb and index finger on the steering wheel. However, I wouldn't recommend this
technique on mountain roads with hairpin curves and no guardrails. Next month---Steering Dampers.

Just Wondering: …...If your
Model A has weak brakes,
should your horn be louder?

Make plans to attend the
MARC/MAFCA of San Diego

TECHNICAL SEMINAR
Adjusting brakes and other topics

SATURDAY, October 29
9:00AM
HANSEN FORD GARAGE
14755 MUSSEY GRADE ROAD, RAMONA, CA

(Continued from page 3)

Saxman; Membership, Keith Thamer; Raffle, Dave Belt; Hospitality, Pam.
MONKEY BUSINESS: Dean Barnett thanked Clyde and Gordon for their help with his new Model A
which he had shipped in from Ohio.
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 with thanks to Marilyn and Phyllis for preparing the refreshments.
Respectfully Submitted: Bev Perkins, Secretary
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items, chocolates, clothing which kept everyone
busy.
The second stop was the highlight of the Tour with
an 85 year old owner pouring samples of the

many kinds of wines. This was a fun stop
with time for laughing and socializing. The
Thamers left us at this point; we then went
on to the Rancho Bernardo Winery for

lunch , where we were joined by new
members Dean & Rene Barnat .At the
Ferrara Winery we learned that the winery is for sale and some members suggested the club buy it to be run by club
members and the product enjoyed by the
membership. Dave pointed out the fact
that he did not think we could keep up
with the demand of this bunch. A very
nice tour and a relaxing day!

Thanks to Dave Belt, Keith and Linda Thamer and
Bob and Sheila Saxman for coming to my rescue
with a tour article for this issue. I put out an SOS
to a half a dozen people that have done tour articles for me before and the following morning I found
three e-mails about the tour and 29 photographs.
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THE FLYING FLIVVER:
Henry Ford’s attempt to make us all pilots
By Ethan Trex September 14, 2011
Mark my words: a combination airplane and motorcar is coming. You may smile, but it will
come.”
Auto magnate Henry Ford
earned his fair share of ridicule
in 1940 when he made that boisterous proclamation. The flying
car may still be coming, but it’s
certainly taking its sweet time.
Seven decades later, there’s still
no sign of it.
What makes Ford’s confidence
so mystifying is that the mogul
had already spearheaded one
attempt to put the common man
in the sky, and that project had
failed miserably. This is the story
of that plane, the Ford Flivver.

In 1924, Ford acquired the Stout
Metal Airplane Company and
began working on various designs for civilian aircraft. Ford’s aircraft division had some successes,
like the Ford Tri-Motor transport plane that rolled out in 1926 and earned worldwide acclaim when
Admiral Richard Byrd flew it over the South Pole in 1929.
Henry Ford had bigger goals for the division, though. He had already put automobile ownership
within the average American’s reach, so why not put a plane in every garage, too? The idea sounds
ridiculous now – just as it probably did then – but Ford threw himself into the project. With engineer
Otto Koppen at the helm, Ford’s aircraft division went to work building “the Model T of the air.”
Ford knew that successfully marketing a civilian plane would be tricky, so he charged Koppen with
designing a small, light craft. (Koppen later said that Ford wanted a plane that would fit in his office.)
By the summer of 1926, Koppen had come up with an aircraft that fit the bill. The Ford Flivver was a
small single-seat plane that was just over 15 feet long and had a wingspan of just a hair under 23
feet. It ran on a 3-cylinder, 35-horsepower engine made by the Ford company Anzani, and it
(Continued on page 8)

Palomar Model A Club

7

The Reflector

October 2011

(Continued from page 7)

weighed just 350 pounds when empty.
As unlikely as the task initially sounded, Ford now had a prototype of his everyman’s plane. Now he
just needed to work out the kinks, show it to the world, and get every American in his own plane.
Ford unveiled the Flivver on his 63rd birthday, July 30, 1926, with the company’s trusty test pilot,
Harry J. Brooks, at the controls.
When Brooks took that initial public flight in the Flivver, it looked like Ford had hit
another home run. As Popular Science reported at the time, several novel features
of the plane made it seem feasible that your average Joe could get behind the
controls. The plane’s flaps were arranged to give it maximum upward lift in small
spaces, and a rear wheel made it possible to drive from one’s home to a makeshift
runway.
For the next year and a half, Brooks flew the original Flivver and two other prototypes as the company refined the design. Brooks loved the little plane so much
that he actually used it to commute from his home to work. Brooks would tell the
press, “Flying a plane like this is no more difficult than flying a large plane, except in this plane the
pilot has to think a little faster.”
Brooks was one of just two men ever to fly a Flivver. The other was Charles Lindbergh, and Lucky
Lindy didn’t share Brooks’ enthusiasm for the design. Lindbergh later called the Flivver one of the
worst planes he’d ever piloted.
Brooks even attempted to fly one of the Flivvers from Michigan all the way down to Miami on a single tank of gas in January 1928. Although rough weather forced a landing in Asheville, NC, the flight
still set an American distance record for light planes. Brooks reported that the efficient little plane still
had plenty of fuel to finish the trip; when the storm passed, he continued on to Florida.
Brooks’ trip to Florida turned out to be the tragic end for the Flivver project. In late February 1928,
Brooks was cruising over the ocean just south of Melbourne, FL, when the Flivver’s engine locked
up, smashing both plane and pilot into the water. The wreckage of the plane eventually washed
ashore, but searchers never found Brooks’ body.
Although Henry Ford moved quickly to announce that Brooks’ death wouldn’t alter the company’s
planes for the Flivver, the project quickly went south. Ford and the young test pilot had become
friends, and reports surfaced that the mogul was distraught over Brooks’ death. As Ford’s guilt grew,
he decided to end the Flivver project and get out of the light plane business entirely.
Ford’s company later got back into the small aircraft business with projects like 1931′s Stout Skycar
series, but Ford was never able to put the common man in the air. Seventy-one years after his infamous “flying car” speech and 83 years after the tragic crash of the Flivver prototype, we’re still waiting.
http://www.mentalfloss.com/blogs/archives/100314
Palomar Model A Club
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Future Tours by Clyde Marion
Sunday September 25: Gillespie Field Antique Airplanes and Old Fords Pancake Breakfast and Car Show
Saturday October 8 : Depart Palomar Estates going to Lions Tigers & Bears,
Alpine area
Saturday October 29: Hansen's Garage with the Temecula Valley A's;
Saturday November 5 -7 We will be leaving Palomar Estates @08:30 fueled &
feed proceeding to the Ronald Reagan Library & Museum in Simi Valley. We will be parked down by
the Air Force one Pavilion in a specially designated area. Following the Library we will proceed to
the motel Country Inn & Suites 350 E. Port Hueneme Rd. Port Hueneme Ca.93041.
RESERVATION info: call 805-986-5353 refer to Palomar Model A Fords or Group 111105PALO
our rate is $85/nite Saturday & Sunday evening the motel Mgr will host Happy Hour & in the AM
they host a decent breakfast.
Sunday we will visit The Murphy Auto Museum 2230 Statham Blvd. Oxnard, California 93033
& The Seabee Museum @ Naval Base Ventura County Port Hueneme, Ca.
Monday after breakfast we will visit The Mullin Auto Museum 1421 Emerson Avenue Oxnard,
CA 93033 heading home down the PCH after the visit.
December: Tour to be Determined
Saturday December 10: Palomar Christmas Party, more information to follow
Have a fine Model A day,
Clyde

O c to b e r B i rt h days a n d A n n i v e r s a r i e s
4
4
7
7
10
26
29

Birthdays
Bruce Howe
Jim Quinlan
Wes Wright
Alden Kay
Dave Belt
Mary Norman
Lisa Frazee

Anniversaries
3 Roger and Nancy Boyce
23 Steve and JoAnn Cordtz

Our Birthday winner at the
September meeting was
John Burrell. He received
two free raffle tickets

O c to b e r R e f r e s h m e n t s
Bill and Dena Hussar

Stan and Regina Knudsen

Remmie Jackson

Howard and Barbara Kruegel

Sam and Loieanne Jeromin

Lindon and Anna Lewis

Alden and Malynda Kay

Anthony and Donna Lugo

Jim and Janie King

Dave and Ann Maier
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As you have probably noticed by now, fashion is not my forte’. But I do know that you can have fun
with it without spending a bunch of money or time searching for original garments to compete in the
fashion judging events. Just as some of us enjoy driving our cars and accessorizing them for comfort
rather than searching for the correct nut or proper bolt. Let’s face it as long as it is a slot screw and
not a Phillips head, no one will probably notice. Era fashion is the same way. If you think it might be
a kick to dress up to match your car, go for it.
If you’re not going to enter a fashion judging competition, you don’t have to worry about the correct
underwear. It probably won’t be comfortable anyway and finding the right size would be a daunting
task indeed. You can find pantyhose with seams online however, and they are not particularly expensive. Some shoe styles today will do quite nicely and they come in wide widths and sizes above
5. JC Penney is a good source, especially the catalog. Just look for a blockier heel and a Maryjane
type strap over the instep and it will work. The following description 30s footwear was found on an era fashion webpage
(http://www.just-the-swing.com/liv/dressing/womens-fashion/wf1930s ):” A variety of shoe styles was available during this era.
Rounded toes were seen with wide, thick
heels. Pumps and flat shoes were available, and ankle strap styles with moderate heels also appeared. Slip-on styles,
These two styles were found on the jcp.com
website and on sale were $34.95
lace-up shoes and buckle shoes were all
worn. Spectator (two-tone shoes) appeared in the early thirties.
If you are handy with a sewing machine, MAFCA has a whole line of patterns
available. The originals were donated to MAFCA and Helen Christianson has
digitized them and they can be ordered. If you don’t feel comfortable with the do-it-yourself route
there are other options. I have an outfit that I purchased from a lady that has a booth at the San
Diego Swap Meet. She decked me out in a dress, hat and shoes for a very modest amount. I only
have to order the seamed pantyhose and I’m ready to go. But I must admit, that is the sticking point.
I think even modern pantyhose rank somewhere between the iron mask and thumb screws on the
list of torture apparatus.
If you would really like the real thing, almost every Model A meet has an era fashion booth with garments for sale. There is a big era clothing sale annually in Santa Monica. After you familiarize yourself with the general look of the era, even the Goodwill or Salvation Army are possible sources. They
always seem to have a plethora of old hats that came from Grandma’s attic after she passed on.
She’d probably love to think her hat went to a banquet again.
The whole thing boils down to the world of era fashion is not limited to those competing for awards
for the most correct outfit. Make believe you are going to a 1930s themed Halloween party and put
together a costume and have a blast.
Source:
http://www.just-the-swing.com/liv/dressing/womens-fashion/wf-1930s
Palomar Model A Club
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Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, Transmission,
Clutch, Rear end, Front end, Steering Box & Brakes.
Other Services: Wheel Balancing, Counter Balanced
Crank Shafts, Engine Babbitting, Lightened FlyWheels, V8 Clutches, Leakless Water Pumps, Carburetors, Distributors, Generators, Starters and More.
CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF SERVICES!

Palomar Model A Club
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President

Arlene Belt

760760-295295-3936

Assistant Editor Bob Olivari

858858-485485-6475

Vice President

Paul Sharrott

760760-630630-4850

Public Relations Sheila Saxman

951951-696696-0323

Secretary

Bev Perkins

760760-945945-3173

Hospitality

Marilyn Bisling- 760760-747747-0828
hoff

Treasurer

Diane Frazee

760760-729729-4865

Librarian

John Frazee

760760-729729-4865

Short Tour
Coordinator

Clyde Marion

858858-688688-0193

Membership
Chair

Linda Thamer

760760-729729-5449

Long Tour
Coordinator

John Frazee

760760-729729-4865

Raffle Chair

Dave Belt

760760-295295-3936

Reflector
Editor

Carla Hibbard

715715-479479-4739
(Wisconsin)

Southwest Region Rep.

John Frazee

760760-729729-4865

Technical Direc- Fred Slikker
tor

858858-487487-8861

Post Office Box 191
Carlsbad, California
92018-0191

We’re on the Web!!
www.palomarmodelaclub.org
Check us out!

Tel: 760-729-5449
Linda Thamer
Membership Director

Meetings are held the first
Wednesday of each month in the
Palomar Estates East Club House
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The
doors open at 6:30 pm for social
time and the meeting starts
at7:00pm.
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