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PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 

THE REFL
ECTOR 

International Model A Day  

 
Article and Pictures by Bruce Howe 

 
On September 22nd 
we had nine Palomar 
A cars and trucks at 
the Emeritus Senior 
Center in Oceanside 
to get our As on the 
road for International 
Model A Day. It was a 
fund raiser for the 
Center. 
There was entertain-
ment with a band 
added to by Jim Gates 
and Shirley Richard-
son who provided a dance exhibition. It was a warm day, but there was a 

great tree that pro-
vided shade to sit un-
der and enjoy the 
carne asada lunch. 
The residents enjoyed 
the cars, with some 
even getting a ride 
around the parking lot.  
 
These excursions to 
the Senior Centers are 
neat as we get Model 
As out that don't nor-
mally go on longer 

(continued on page 6) 
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MS. PREZ. SEZ:   

 
Hi Everyone, 
We had a great turnout at 
the October Meeting even 
though a few of you were 
away on vacations.  It is 
great to see how the 
Board is shaping up for 
2013.  It looks like it is go-
ing to be another great 
year for the Palomar A’s.  
We have a wonderful club 
with a lot of active and in-
volved members working 
to make sure it stays that 
way.  I was very fortunate 
this year to have a dedi-
cated and hard-working 
group of people that are 
not thanked enough for all 
they do.  Thanks also 
goes to all the members 
who have the meeting 
room ready to go and then 
clean it up afterward.  
They never have to be 
asked, they just do it and 
it really is appreciated. 

MS. Prez sez 

 
Our next meeting is No-
vember 7th and will be a lit-
tle different as before the 
meeting we will be having 
our Palomar A’s 50th Anni-
versary Dinner.  The dinner 
will be at 6:00 PM at the 
clubhouse and the regular 
meeting will follow at 7:00 
PM.  Our new members 
Ray and Roy Galdiwill be 
the chefs for the evening 
and the menu will be Italian, 
Pizza and Spaghetti, home-
made of course.  Be sure to 
mark your calendars so we 
can truly celebrate 50 years 
of the Palomar A’s. 
 
The color for November 
would normally be what you 
think of in conjunction with 
Thanksgiving.  In honor of 
our 50th Anniversary proba-
bly our club colors, ROYAL 
BLUE, and Club shirts, hats 
and vests would be appro-
priate for the occasion.  
Hope to see you all, if not 
before, at the Dinner.  The 
November Meeting is when 
we vote in our nominees for 
the 2013 Board.  Don’t miss 
out, it’s going to be a great 
time.  Until then, see you 
down the road. 

   Arlene 
 

  PALOMAR A’S  

50
TH
  

ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

 

On November 7th we will 
be having our Anniver-
sary Dinner before our 
regular meeting.  The 
Dinner will be at 6:00pm 
and the meeting will fol-
low at 7pm.  Ray and 
Roy Galdi will be the 
chefs for the evening and 
will be serving home-
made pizza, spaghetti, 
salad and rolls.  Please 
bring what you would like 
to drink such as water, 
soda, juice, etc.  No alco-
hol is allowed in the 
Clubhouse.  It should be 
a great time for the cele-
bration of our club.  It has 
been a great 50 years 
and there are many more 
great years to come.  If 
you know of any mem-
bers or past members 
who do not get the Re-
flector, let them know 
about the Dinner as they 
are welcome.  Look for-
ward to seeing you all. 
 
 
   Arlene 
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  MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER MEETING 
 
The October 3, 2012 meeting of the Palomar A’s Club was called to order at 7:00 
p.m. by President Arlene Belt. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Anthony Lugo. 
We had one visitor, Raphael Lopez, friend of Bruce Parker. 
 

HEALTH REPORT: Dianne Frazee reported that member Ron Bird had passed away. 
 
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: Motion was made and passed to accept the minutes as printed 
in the Reflector 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Dianne reported on our bank balance and asked for approval to pay Post-
age bill of $14.20 and Printing bill of $37.93. Motion made and accepted to pay the bills. 
 
TOURS: Bruce Howe thanked the Burrell’s for planning and leading the Yosemite tour. Everyone had 
a great time and especially enjoyed the garage side tours. Clyde Marion will lead a tour on Sat. Oct 
6 to Gillespie Field to view a Stearman Biplane and restored ’39 Chevy. Breakfast will be at the club-
house before the tour. John Frazee reminded that there is a tour to Chateau Lake San Marcos on 
Friday October 12. Be at the facility at 11 a.m. 
 
FUTURE EVENTS: Our Club Christmas Party will be held at the Vista Elks Club on Dec. 1 with 
Happy hour at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 7:00 p.m. The cost is $25.00 per person payable to the Palomar 
A’s. Please send your check to Dianne Frazee with a notation of your choice of entrée as follows: 
Chicken, Prime Rib, or fish. The Palomar Club’s 50th Anniversary will be celebrated with a dinner on 
November 7th before the meeting, at 6:00 p.m. Ray and Roy Galdi are preparing a home-made 
“Jersey” style Italian dinner consisting of Pasta, Pizza, and Salad. Please bring your own non-
alcoholic beverage, coffee will be provided. A motion was made and passed to pay for the dinner out 
of the club treasury.  
 
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Anna Lewis has T-shirts, Polo, Denim, hats, pins, etc. for sale. 
 
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR: Raphael Lopez was guest speaker and has a paint shop at 2468 S. Santa 
Fe in Vista. He gave an interesting talk on various paints he uses from Mesa Paint on Nordahl St. He 
uses original base coat paint on Model A’s and is currently working on Bruce Parker’s car. 
 
RAFFLE: Dave Belt and Jack Perkins conducted the raffle. Dave Belt was the recipient of the two 
free birthday tickets. Jim Groover won the attendance award and Bruce Howe received the 50/50.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: Arlene announced the nominees for the 2013 Board as follows: President, Karen 
Beel; Vice President, Anna Lewis; Secretary, Linda Thamer; Treasurer, Dianne Frazee; Long Tours, 
John Frazee; Editor, Carla Hibbard; Raffle, Sheila Saxman; Membership, Judy Burrell; Public Rela-
tions, Barbara Kruegel; Hospitality, Jim and Marilyn Groover; Web Master, Lee Rautenkranz. Nomi-
nees are still needed for Local Tours and Technical Director.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted, Bev Perkins, Secretary 
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Technical Report by Fred Sl ikkerby Fred Sl ikkerby Fred Sl ikkerby Fred Sl ikker     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELECTRICAL WIRING 

The electrical wiring in our 
Model A's is similar to the nerve 
system in our bodies. They con-
nect the various parts that do a 
particular function so your body 
or your Model A can perform in 
concert to operate as an individ-
ual machine. The battery, 
starter, generator/alternator, 
lighting and ignition cannot func-
tion without connecting wires. I 
hope I'm not going to offend or 
hurt anyone's feelings here, but 
from my observations after be-
ing Technical Advisor for two 
years, the biggest reason for 
typical reliability problems with 
our Model A's is jury-rigged wir-
ing with crappy connections. 

Most all of us who drive our 
Model A's for the fun of it modify 
the wiring to the electrical sys-
tem, to a certain extent, to ac-
commodate our own driving re-
quirements. Here's some re-
minders or suggestions about 
wiring that most of you probably 
already know about. 

When adding additional wires to 
your Model A, follow the original 
wiring bundle as much as you 
can. Fasten the new wire to the 
bundle with nylon ties or string 
until you get close to the item to 
be powered. Then run the wire 

to it. Be sure your new wires 
don't interfere with the clutch or 
brake pedals or any other mov-
ing part . This is especially im-
portant when running turn signal 
wires down the steering column 
and into the engine compart-
ment. 

If you run wires through sheet 
metal, such as the firewall, drill 
the hole large enough so you 
can install a rubber grommet or 
short section of hose to protect 
the wires from sharp edges. If 
you don't do this, I guarantee 
you will eventually develop a 
dead short in this area. 

Always, always start your new 
wire from the fuse or circuit 
breaker located near the starter 
terminal. You do have the op-
tional fuse or circuit breaker in-
stalled, don't you? Never, never 
connect a wire directly to the 
battery terminals. If this unpro-
tected wire should become com-
promised and grounded, it will 
immediately heat up like a 
toaster coil and burn until the 
wire melts and separates. 

The original wire size in our 
Model A's is adequate if you 
switch to 12 volts. If you are not 
sure about what gauge wire to 
use for your particular require-
ments, find a wire gauge chart in 
an automotive repair manual or 
find one on the internet or ask 
someone who knows. 

Use ring connector terminals 
instead of U shaped spade con-
nectors. If the connector attach-
ment screw or nut should be-
come loose, the U shaped con-

nector will work its way loose 
and disconnect completely. 

Personally, I solder every electri-
cal connection in my Model A. 
Those crimp connectors with 
nylon collars are ok for tempo-
rary roadside repairs, but they 
are subject to corrosion and 
pulling loose if the wire strands 
shift in the crimped area. I rec-
ommend pulling the nylon collar 
off the connector and discarding 
it. Slip some shrink tubing on the 
wire, insert the bare wires into 
the connector and crimp the 
area just enough to hold the 
wires in place. Then PROP-
ERLY solder the wires to the 
connector. Slide the shrink tub-
ing over the soldered area after 
it cools to insulate and protect 
the connection. The soldering 
process is important. There is 
one right way to make a proper 
soldered connection and many 
wrong ways. If not done cor-
rectly, you will end up with a 
loose and unreliable connection 
even worse than the crimped 
connection you were trying to 
improve upon. If you don't know 
or are unsure about the require-
ments and the process of elec-
trical soldering, ask one of our 
members to explain it or even 
better, demonstrate it to you 

Just Wondering:  

Why is furniture polish 

made from real lemons and 

lemonade is made imitation 

lemon flavoring? 
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October 
7   Frazier Park Pot Luck, sponsored by Bakersfield Chapter 
10-13    Hershey Fall Swap Meet, Hershey, PA 
12   Display our cars at Chateau Lake San Marcos.  The date is October 12th.  We 
   need to get the cars lined up around 11:00, Lunch will be provided for us starting 
   at 11:30. Come and enjoy the lunch and visiting with the residents as they re
   member when the Model A was still a fairly new car.  

November 
7   Palomar 50th Anniversary Dinner at Clubhouse (more info at Oct. meeting) 
December 
1   Palomar Christmas Party, The date is Saturday, December 1st. Location is 
   the Vista Elks Lodge at 1947 East Vista Way, Vista, CA. The cost is $25.00 
   this year which includes the tax and gratuity. You have a choice of prime 
   rib, chicken or fish. Please let us know by November 15th if you are plan-
   ning to attend in order for us to give a count and your choice entree to the 
   chef. Please send your check to Dianne Frazee, 2410 Appian Road, Carls
   bad CA 92010 
9-12   MAFCA Awards Banquet, Charleston, SC 

Updated Nominee for 2013 Board: 
 
President:  Karen Beel 
Secretary:  Linda Thamer 
Vice President:  Anna Lewis 
Treasurer:  Dianne Frazee 
Long Tour:  John Frazee 
Reflector Editor:  Carla Hibbard 
Assistant Editor:  Bob Olivari 
Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel 
Hospitality:  Marilyn and Jim Groover 
Librarian:  John Frazee 
Membership:  Judy Burrell 
Raffle Chair:  Sheila Saxman 
Southwest Reg. Rep:  John Frazee 
Web Master:  Lee Rautenkranz 
 
Still needed are nominees for Short Tours 
and Technical Director. 
 
Thank you everyone for stepping up to be 
on the 2013 Board. 

From the Editor: 
 
I am very disappointed that none of you volun-
teered to be the Tech Director. The Reflector is 
my job and I take very seriously. So be pre-
pared__ I will be hitting each one of you up to 
write one tech article for the Reflector. There is 
enough material out there from which to draw so 
even I could put together an article. I know there 
are 12 guys in our club that know the radiator 
cap from the gas cap and can spend one hour a 
month putting together an article.  
 
You don’t have to be an Ernest Hemingway, Just 
write it the way you tell it when you are in a hud-
dle discussing the latest breakdown. Don’t worry 
about spelling or grammar, that’s what you have 
an editor for. So don’t say you weren’t warned, I 
will be stalking you at the next meeting and the 
Christmas Party. The next “Tech Director of the 
Month” will posted in each Reflector so you won’t 
forget.  
Remember November is a  “V” month__Vote 
and Volunteer!!! 
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They are playing our song 

tours and it provides a good chance for us all to 
visit as well as interact with the residents. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Oh, remembering what went on in the rumble seat! 

Shady Ladies? 

Come back soon 

There’s Jim, picking up the ladies again 

Fun for young and old alike. 
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At first glance, 1928-29 cars look identical. You'll have to look closely to tell the difference. The single 
tail light of the 1928 cars was shaped like a tuna can and is referred to as a "drum" tail light. This de-
sign was carried over to the early 1929 models until the more common "tea cup" design was intro-
duced. That design was used until the end of production. The drum tail light bracket was forged steel 
and was bolted to the bottom of the body on the driver's side. The tea cup bracket was stamped 
steel and was bolted to the rear fender on the driver's side. If you find a left-rear fender with no 
mounting holes for a tail light, it's probably a 1928 fender. 
1928 cars originally had red steering wheels. These gave way to black wheels in 1929. 1928 road-
sters, pickups, and phaetons lacked outside door handles but 1929 roadsters and phaetons were so 
equipped. 
Headlight lenses can also help determine the year. 1928 lenses were a carryover from Model T 
days. The design of the lens was changed for 1929 and continued thorough the end of production. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is it a 1930 or 1931? 
This one is tricky, but in general, you can tell a 1930 from a 1931 by looking at the radiator shell. 
1930 cars had a stainless shell with a painted insert at the bottom and a blue Ford logo. 1931 cars 
had a painted upper insert with a stainless steel Ford logo.  
 
Another difference between 1930 and 1931 vehicles are the running board splash aprons. The 1930 
vehicles used a two-piece splash apron. The main piece was integral with the running board, and the 
small front section was bolted to this assembly. The 1931 vehicles used a separate, one-piece 
splash apron that bolted to the running boards. However, the transition period commenced in Octo-

(Continued on page 8) 

How to Identify the Year 

of a Model A Ford  
by Rick Black, El Paso Texas 

   Fine Tuning -- Is it a 1928 or 1929? 
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ber 1930 and continued to year end.  
 
Splitting Hairs --  

Early 1930 versus Late 1930 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the beginning of production, the instrument panel in the vehicle was diamond shaped with a 
smooth face, an oval speedometer, and a light protruding from the center. 
Starting around June 1930, a new design was used, shaped more like an oval, with horizontal ribs, 
and a round speedometer. The dash light was moved above the panel, just under the dash rail. 
Early 1931 versus Late 1931 

In May 1931, the area where the gasoline line came thru the firewall (passenger side) was indented 
so that the gasoline shut-off switch could be mounted in the engine compartment instead of inside 
the car. The sediment bowl was redesigned so that it could be mounted to the side of a specially de-
signed Zenith carburetor. 
In the photo below, the red arrows show the location of the fuel shut off valves. The green arrows 
show the fuel inlet on the carburetors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope that these tips help you to identify the Model A's that you see. They're really NOT all the 
same! 
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None Necessary ___We are hav-

ing Happy Birthday to us cake. 

See page 2 for details.                                                              

    

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    

  

2 Lee Rautenkranz 

 4 Martie Wiedle 

 5 Duff Weatherington  

 7 Karen Beel 

10 Barbara Kruegel 

12 Debbie Martin 

12  Anna Lewis 

14 Jack  Buehler 

14 Fred Slikker 

18 Beverly Perkins 

27 Richard (Dick) Smith 

Our Birthday winner at 
the October  meeting was 
Dave Belt He received 
two free raffle tickets  
Bruce Howe won the 
50/50 raffle. 
 

    

 
 
 
 
Does your car really have you stymied? Call 
one of Palomar’s Technical Advisors. 
John Frazee  760-729-4865 
Howard Kruegel 619-426-5018 
Gordon Oviatt 760-739-0499 
Fred Slikker  858-487-8861 

November 

Refreshments 

November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Attendance Winner 
Jim Groover won the at-
tendance prize 

 
 
 
 

McNerney 
Owen McNerney & Roberta Devaul   
2509 Valerie Dr 
  Fallbrook, CA  92028 
  EMAIL1:  omcnerney@gmail.com 
  CELLPHONE      505-977-8867  
  CELLPHONE      505-977-8866  
  JOINED:  Sep 2012 
ANNIVERSARY:     08  Dec 

 B'DAY's:  Owen     30 Dec 
 Roberta 22 Dec 
  1928 Roadster 

  Anniversaries 
 

8   Wayne & Martie Wiedle 

14   John & Barbara Wayne 

23   Lee & Elaine McFarland 

26   Barry & Debbie Martin  

26   Keith & Linda Thamer 

30   Rex & Peggy Bozell 

  

 

Ron Bird passed 
away. Our sym-
pathy goes out to 
Ron’s family. Ron 
and Cecily had 
been Palomar 
members since 
January of 2009 
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     ( a Fashion Article) 

In place of a fashion article this month, which I have to confess is the hardest part of putting the newsletter 
together each month, I decided to include some of the humorous things sent to me by the members over the 
past few months. 
From Fred Slikker: 
The Green Thing 

In the line at the store, the cashier told an older woman that she should bring her own grocery bags because 
plastic bags weren't good for the environment.  
The woman apologized to him and explained, "We didn't have the green thing back in my day." 
The clerk responded, "That's our problem today. Your generation did not care enough to save our environ-
ment." 
He was right -- our generation didn't have the green thing in its day.  
Back then, we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer bottles to the store. The store sent them back to 
the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over. So they 
really were recycled.  
But we didn't have the green thing back in our day.  
We walked up stairs, because we didn't have an escalator in every store and office building. We walked to the 
grocery store and didn't climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go two blocks.  
But she was right. We didn't have the green thing in our day.  
Back then, we washed the baby's diapers because we didn't have the throw-away kind. We dried clothes on a 
line, not in an energy gobbling machine burning up 220 volts -- wind and solar power really did dry the 
clothes. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing. But that 
old lady is right; we didn't have the green thing back in our day.  
Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house -- not a TV in every room. And the TV had a small screen 
the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of the state of Montana . 
In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we didn't have electric machines to do everything for 
us. 
When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used a wadded up old newspaper to cushion it, not 
Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. 
Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn. We used a push mower that ran 
on human power. We exercised by working so we didn't need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that 
operate on electricity.  
But she's right; we didn't have the green thing back then. 
We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle every time we had a 
drink of water. 
We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor in-
stead of throwing away the whole razor just because the blade got dull.  
But we didn't have the green thing back then.  
Back then, people took the streetcar or a bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead of turning 
their moms into a 24-hour taxi service. 
We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And we 
didn't need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in space in or-
der to find the nearest pizza joint.  
But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just because we didn't have the 
green thing back then? 
From Jim Gates: 

And God promised men that good and obedient wives 
would be found in all corners of the world 
Then SHE made the earth round.... 
and laughed and laughed and laughed... 
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Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, Transmission, 

Clutch, Rear end, Front end, Steering Box & Brakes.   

Other Services: Wheel Balancing, Counter Balanced 

Crank Shafts, Engine Babbitting, Lightened Fly-

Wheels, V8 Clutches, Leakless Water Pumps, Carbu-

retors, Distributors, Generators, Starters and More. 

CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF SERVICES! 
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Post Office Box 191 
Carlsbad, California 
92018-0191 

Meetings are held the first Wednesday of 

each month in the Palomar Estates East Club 

House located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 

Road, San Marcos, CA 92078.  

NEW HOURS : The doors open at 6:00 pm 

for social time and the meeting starts 

at7:00pm.  

 

Tel: 760-729-5449 

Keith Thamer 

Membership Director 

E-mail: 
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We’re on the Web!! 

www.palomarmodelaclub.org 

Webmaster:  Lee Rautenkranz 

Check us out! 


