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April showers bring May flowers, or so they say… 
Well, if you live in sunny San Diego that’s the case some years. This 
year, however, looks to be set up for another very dry one. But that 
doesn’t stop the Palomar A’s from finding the bright spots. Read on 
to hear about the fun tours we made in April to the Carlsbad Flower 
Fields and the CCRG event in Santa Maria and more…. 
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      Greetings From The President 
While driving my 31 Fordor a couple of weeks 
ago, I decided to try and find the source of this 
faint little jingle noise that’s been bugging me 
lately. It mostly occurs while accelerating in 
third gear. The noise has been there for a 
number of months and yes, my Model A has 
many more pronounced noises than this one. 
There is a rattle in the passenger door that is 
louder and more frequent than this little jingle 
noise. But, for some reason, that jingle noise 
got my attention more than the others. 

I think each one of our Model A’s has its own particular language. My Fordor 
makes different noises than the Roadster Pickup. Your Model A will probably 
sound different than mine. Whether its body or frame rattles, harmonic 
vibrations, lifter clatter, piston slap, engine knocks, exhaust leaks, timing gear 
noise, transmission whine, clicks and clacks, squeaks and squawks, etc., etc., 
and on and on, our Model A’s talk to us. Some sounds are more ominous than 
others and most of the time it’s a one way conversation. I know a few people like 
that.  
So, after days of investigating both sides of the firewall, under the gas tank, 
behind the kick and door panels, under the floorboards and around the 
windshield, I finally found what may have been the source under the front seat. 
Why didn’t I look there first? After rearranging the jack, tire irons, crank and all 
the other stuff, I packed some more roadside repair rags in there and the jingle 
sound seems to have disappeared. 
Oh, what a relief it is! However! ………..That darned door rattle is more 
noticeable now! I’ll save that one for another day. 
 
See you at the next meeting. 
Fred Slikker 
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Minutes of the April 1st 2015 Meeting 
Call To Order:  The April 1, 2015 meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club was 
called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Clyde Marion. Jim 
Gates introduced visitor Hugh Stone.  Mr. Stone said he had attended a previous 
meeting and now had decided to join the Club. 
Health Report:  Dianne Frazee gave the health report about the following 
members:   Hank DiTomaso, Jeanette Smith, and Carla Hibbard.  
Minutes:  The minutes were unanimously approved as published. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Dianne Frazee reported on the previous months balance, 
the monthly expenditures, receipts, and ending balance since the last meeting.  She 
then reported on bills that had been received.  Payment of the bills was unanimously 
approved. 
Tours:  Fred Slikker gave a report on the previous trip to Daley Ranch.  John Frazee gave the 
details of the local tour occurring on Saturday to the Carlsbad Flower Fields.  Fred then referenced the 
upcoming tour to CCRG in Santa Maria, the Orange County Pancake Breakfast, and the May 9th tour to 
the tour Wilderness Garden Park in Pauma Valley.  
So Cal Report:  No Report 

Vice President’s Report:  Paul Sharrott reported on the variety of club merchandise available for 
sale. He also noted he would miss the next 2 meetings and Anna Lewis would be filling in for him so 
merchandise would still be available. 

Reflector Director’s Report:  No report. 

Technical Director’s Report:  Remmie Jackson reported on some personal discoveries as a result 
of the recent fire in his garage.  He then shared with the group an article about the inception of the term 
“politically correct”. 

Raffle:  Rory Woodward and Greg Wilson conducted the evening raffle, and thanked those who 
had made contributions. 
Membership:  Judy Burrell noted the presence of John and Roberta Koch and commented that 
though they were members for a long time, they had not been able to attend a meeting for quite some 
time.   Judy then referenced the request she had received from a gentleman for display cars  an event at 
the Escondido Community Center on May 16th.  Anyone interested should contact Judy.   
Public Relations:   Barbara Kruegel explained that due to a family emergency, she had been unable 
to send out the notices to publications. 
Correspondence:  President Slikker stated he had placed the flyers he had received on the back 
table for viewing after the meeting. 
New Business:  None 
Old Business: Jim King reported that the 29 yellow Ford Roadster which had previously been 
purchased by a friend of his was still for sale. 
Monkey Business:  None 
Refreshments:  Marilyn Groover thanked those who had contributed refreshments that night. Nellie 
Cilley then entertained the members by playing “Stardust” on the piano. 

Adjournment.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Rautenkranz, Secretary 
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The 2015 CCRG Meet in Santa Maria was Delightful! 

What a great five days we had going up to the CCRG in 
Santa Maria! We left our usual meeting spot on Wednesday 
at the I-15 and 76 at 9 a.m. with President Fred Slikker 
leading six Model A’s and one modern.  Larry Beel lead a 
group including another two A’s from our Club on Thursday. 
We had a coffee break when we left I-15 and started up the 
grade along with high winds. After lunch in Mojave at the 
Denny’s, our group headed for our night’s stop in 
Bakersfield.  
All 14 of us enjoyed a wonderful Chinese dinner at Bruce 
Lee’s Bamboo Chopsticks. It was quite a hike to get there 
which got our appetites in full swing.  
The next day, we stopped at the Taft Oil 
Worker Monument, where we found Fred 
Slikker’s in-laws’ plaque among the 
hundreds honoring oil workers in the Taft 
area over the past 70-plus years. We 
rolled into Santa Maria, along with over 
200 other A’s from clubs as far away as 
Colorado. Our group walked to dinner 
from the Radisson Hotel to our Mexican 
dinner at the Santa Maria Airport.  
All of us signed up for the Vandenberg 
and La Purísima Mission tour, but we 
were divided into two groups. The La 
Purísima tour was very interesting and we 
learned about the Chumash people who 
lived on the land many centuries before 

the Mission was constructed. After checking in at the 
Vandenberg Entry Gate (we all had a vision of being a 
soldier and the necessity of following every exchange with 
“SIR!”), we enjoyed lunch at the Officer’s Club with great 
food and very nice desserts. The group that had toured 
Vandenberg first came in as we were finishing. They 
unfortunately did not have the wonderful food display we 
did, but they finally were able to have lunch also. I 
wholeheartedly recommend touring Vandenberg if you are 
ever able – we had two terrific communications managers 
give talks at two different locations on the base. We 
learned about the space efforts in the 1950’s and the 
launch of the Thor missile in 1958, the reason some 
launches happen from Vandenberg and some from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station and much more! Very 
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interesting day – so busy, in fact, that some of us had to go directly to the CCRG-hosted 
barbecue held at the Veteran’s Center.  
On Saturday our group chose to make up our own tour, and we went first to Oceano Dunes, 
where we could drive (and park for pictures) right on the hard-packed sand. We drove up the 

Coast (beautiful!) and stopped in Avila Beach to see the pier. 
It was a bit hard to park on such a sunny day with all the 
other visitors, but we found a good spot for lunch at 
Beachcomber Bills. After lunch we went to the Costa de Oro 
Winery and did a little tasting. The wine was good and we all 
ended up buying a bottle or two. 
The Banquet was next and we hurried to change and get 
ready to go. The Banquet was a very nice end to the CCRG 
and the food was good – with a cheesecake dessert for 
finishing. The only sad part was the lack of raffle winnings at 
our table! Jim Kruegel and Debra Haynes, Karen Beel (of 
course!), and Anna Lewis did win prizes, so our Club didn’t 
come home totally empty-handed. 

Sunday we packed up to leave and since a trip always seems to have a car with troubles, Keith 
Thamer’s A decided not to 
start. But with our very 
competent Model A fixers we 
had it going ASAP. We 
stopped for breakfast at a 
great place in Buellton, and 
then hit the freeway with 
gusto. The groups parted 
ways – inland and coastal – 
outside of Los Angeles. 
As usual, it was a wonderful 
trip – pretty smooth driving 
with our 85 year old cars – but 
more than that is the great companionship and friendship with Club members, with an added 
benefit of always learning new things. 
Photos and write-up by Keith Thamer 

(Continued from page 4) 
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TECHNICAL REPORT APRIL 2015  
ELECTRICAL FAILURES 

by Remmie Jackson 

The model A cam is at the root of most of the engine 
coordination. It rotates in a two to one ratio with the crankshaft, 
turns the distributor shaft, and operates the intake and exhaust 
valves. Aside from the worm gear, the cam has two lobes for 
each cylinder. Pear shape profile acts as a concentric to move 
the valves to open and close, The Model A lobes have a small 
radius at the pointy end while a performance cam has a bigger 
radius. The larger radius increases the time the valve is open  
A few terms here: 
When the exhaust valve closes after the intake valve opens is 

called “overlap”. The rotational degrees that the intake or exhaust valves are open is 
called “duration” The opening dimension or gap the valve is open is called “life” 
Why overlap? Turns out, this helps the orderly intake gas/air mixture and the 
discharge of exhaust gases. The overlap for the model A cam is 12 degrees, but wait 
the Winfield 3/4  cam has an overlap of 28 degrees. This amplifies the power at high 
RPM and generally improves the velocity and flow of gases. (ie. Better fill on intake 
and scavenge on the exhaust stroke) 
200 to 300 RPM idle for Model A is not 
uncommon but with the high 
performance cam 500 RPM idle, has 
an erratic manifold vacuum will affect 
the carburetor function. This can 
results in a nasty “BELOW” when 
accelerating occurs. Years ago with 
the Price four port head, the comment 
was generally “what the hell was that”. 
Comparing the Winfield ¾ race cam 
with the model A cam: 
 

Duration               Intake valve                            Exhaust valve 
Winfield                256 degrees                           250degrees 
Model A                146 degrees                           236 degrees 

The dynamometer results for the lion head was 48 horse power while the four port 
head was 98 horse power. The extra power eliminated the need for the Michel over drive ! 
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Palomar A’s Short Tour Page 

Saturday April 4th was another fantastic day for the Palomar A’s.                   
The group conveined at the traditional San Marcos meeting location 
enjoying breakfast at the clubhouse. From there over a dozen Model 
A’s caravanned down what was pretty much a straight shot on Palomar 
Airport Road all the way to the Carlsbad Flower Fields arriving by 10am. 

From there, we were given a golf cart escort up a dirt road to a parking strip in the middle of 
the scenic sloped fields. The weather was perfect with clear, warm, sunny skies accenting the 
huge color bands of Ranunculus blooms. The fields bloom in stages and where we were 
parked the blooms hadn’t yet begun to emerge, but the setting was still beautiful and seemed 
to give the quickly growing crowd of flower field spectators another course of viewing as many 
of them came over to admire and pose for pictures in front of the fine lineup of Model A’s. 

We spent about 4 hours there giving everyone plenty of time for a leisurely stroll through the 
fields. A little later, most folks walked over to the outlet mall for lunch. 

April Tour to the Carlsbad Flower Fields 
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We reconvened at the cars around 1pm for a planned synchronous departure but encountered one 
temporary snafu when it was realized Remmie had apparently misplaced his keys.  
In typical fashion for Palomar A’s when a member or their Model A is in distress, the team swarms 
to help. Even the bees pollinating the Ranunculus blooms paused to admire the coordination! And 
before we knew it, we received a lesson on how to hot-wire a Model A. That wasn’t even in the 
agenda, so it was a nice surprise and imagine its likely to be included in one of Remmie’s upcoming 
technical reports — or at least it should be  

Tour write-up and photos by Dean Barnat 



Palomar Model A Club  9

The Reflector  May 2015 

 

On the list for  
May Refreshments  

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
Does your car have you stymied?          
Call a Palomar’s Technical Advisor. 
John Frazee  760-729-4865 
Howard Kruegel 619-426-5018 
Fred Slikker  858-487-8861 

Roland Maus 
Wayne & Joan Moore 
Bob & Dee Olivari 
Gordon & Phyllis Oviatt 
Bob & Marilyn  Owens 

May Holidays 

May Anniversaries  
May Birthdays 

May Day 1-May 
Star Wars Day 4-May 
Cinco de Mayo 5-May 
VE Allied Victory Day, WW II 8-May 
Mother’s Day 10-May 
Armed Forces Day 16-May 
Memorial Day 25-May 

Greg Wilson 4-May 
Charles Grabowsky 5-May 
Stephanie Terrell 7-May 
Greg Rassatt 8-May 
Judy Burrell 8-May 
Richard Allen 9-May 
Arlene Belt 10-May 
Phyllis Oviatt 11-May 
Karyn Frazee 15-May 
Dee Campbell 17-May 
Herb Thornberg 25-May 
Brian Treserdern 26-May 
Henry Rivera 28-May 
Remmie Jackson 29-May 
Jim Rogers 31-May 

Robert & Sheila Saxman 11-May 
Dean & Rene Barnat 12-May 
Doug & Carolyn Armstrong 25-May 
Hugh & Anne Stone 25-May 
Doug & Linda Dixon 29-May 
Eddy & Kathy Arredondo 30-May 
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April 26 -- Hart Park. Orange, CA 54th Annual Pancake Breakfast 

May 9  -- Pauma Valley, CA Palomar A’s tour to Wilderness Garden Park 

June 7-12 -- Kennebunkport, Maine MAFCA National Tour - Lobsters & Lighthouses 

June 11-14 -- Beaumont, Texas 52nd Texas Model A Tour 

June 8-12 -- St. Joseph, Missouri 2015 Regional Meet 

June 23-27 -- Walla Walla, WA Northwest Regional Meet 2015 

September 12 -- Orcutt, California 13th Annual All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet 

September 14-30 -- Reno-Yellowstone Reno to Yellowstone and More 

September 18-19 -- W. Columbia, SC 9th Annual All Model A & Model T Swap Meet 

September 19 -- Worldwide International Model A Day 2015 

December 3,4,5 -- Medford Oregon National Awards Banquet 

May Tour Plan 

We’re going to the Wilderness Garden Preserve 
a 676-acre jewel of county parkland near Pala in 
north inland San Diego County, encompassing the 
grounds of an old ranch — the grounds are intermixed 
with live-oak woodland and sycamores lining the            
San Luis Rey River floodplain are surviving exotics 
such as eucalyptus, camellias, roses, holly, bottlebrush, 
pyracantha, and oleander. 

Entrance to Wilderness Gardens is on the south side of 
Highway 76, approximately ten miles east of Interstate 
15. The park is currently open only on weekends. 

Saturday May 9th, departure time 9:30am                                     
from the Palomar Estates Clubhouse 

$5 pancake breakfast prior to departure         
if you sign up (just tell Jim Gates) 
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Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, 
Transmission, Clutch, Rear end, Front 
end, Steering Box & Brakes.   Other Ser-
vices: Wheel Balancing, Counter  Bal-
anced Crank Shafts, Engine Babbitting, 
Lightened Fly-Wheels, V8 Clutches, 
Leakless Water Pumps, Carburetors, Dis-
tributors, Generators, Starters and More. 
CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF 
SERVICES! 

00% 
OFF 

 
Email dbarnat72@gmail.com 
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Meetings are held the fir st 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Palomar Estates East Club House 
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The 
doors open at 6:00 pm for social 
time and the meeting starts at 
7:00pm.  
 

For questions about or inputs to the Re-
flector, contact Dean Barnat at: 

Tel: 858-442-8773 
Or email dbarnat72@gmail.com 

President  Fred Slikker 

Vice President Paul Sharrott 

Secretary Lee Rautenkranz 

Treasurer Diane Frazee 

Short Tour Coordinator Fred Slikker 

Reflector Editor Dean Barnat 

Webmaster Lee Rautenkranz 

Assistant Editor Bob Olivari 

Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 

Hospitality Marilyn and Jim Groover 

Librarian John Frazee 

Membership Chair Judy Burrell 

Raffle Chair Greg Wilson & Rory Woodward 

Southwest Region Rep. John Frazee 

Technical Director Remmie Jackson 

We’re on the Web!! 

www.palomarmodelaclub.org 
Check us out! 


