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Temecula, here we come! 
           Just give us a few minutes... 
The February tour was as much an adventure as it was great fun.            
Goals included getting the Model A’s out, enjoying a beautiful southern 
California day, having a bite to eat, and doing some antique shopping.         
It might have taken bit longer to get there, but that’s all part of the fun with 
the Palomar A’s. For details see the short tour story on page 6.  
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Mr. Prez sez 

 Greetings From The President 
One of my other hats along with being President 
of the club this year is that of Tour Coordinator. 
When our Saturday after the meeting local tours 
was started a number of years ago, it was to 
encourage, especially our new members, to get 
used to and be confident about driving their 
Model A’s. Some of us drive our Model A’s on a 

regular basis by using them to conduct our daily and weekly errands. This frequent 
use helps keep our Model A’s up and running and reliable. Elderly vehicles are just 
like elderly people, they require a little bit of extra care to keep moving. The opposite 
situation would be keeping them in the garage until it’s time to use them for an 
occasional tour. The Model A was built to be used and even sometimes abused and 
driven often even now when it is over 80 years old. Often times when a Model A is 
put away for a number of months, the driver “suddenly” finds out it won’t start 
because of a dead battery or something else, or possibly stale gas in the tank or it 
has a low or flat tire or a leak of some liquid coming from some unknown source. So 
then, our fellow Model A member has to resort to driving a modern to participate in 
our Saturday tours. You will have more fun on our local tours if you drive your   
Model A………..trust me. 

I recently went through our latest roster and saw that most all of us have a Model A 
listed along with the other usual info. I counted the known drivers versus the 
nondrivers and came up with a percentage of roughly 20% of our members drive 
their Model A’s. This is even counting the very infrequent ones as drivers. 

Is a 20% use rate among our members a good or not so good number?.....                   
I’ll let you decide. 

See you at the next meeting. 

Fred 
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Minutes of the February 4th 2015 Meeting 
 

Call To Order:  The February 4, 2015 meeting of the 
Palomar Model A Ford Club was called to order at 7:00 
p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Bob Olivari.  
Barbara Kruegel introduced her sister and brother-in-
law, Jane and Wayne Gwynn.  Jim Gates introduced Lu-
cy Wheeler, a resident of the park.  She explained that 
she was interested in photo journalism and wanted to go 
on some tours and do a photo journal of the Club. 
Health Report:  Dianne Frazee gave the health report 
about the following members:   Hank DiTomaso 
(cracked hip), Jeanette Smith (3rd week of radiation), 
and Carla Hibbard’s surgery update.  Paul Sharrott then 
reported on his experience with a blood clot in his leg. 
Minutes:   President Fred Slikker reported that there 
were technical and computer compatibility issues result-
ing in on half of the minutes being included in the recent issue of The Reflector.  He 
then read the second half of the minutes.  The minutes, as printed and read, were 
unanimously approved. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Dianne Frazee reported on expenditure, receipts, and re-
sulting  balance since the last meeting.  The report was unanimously approved. 
Tours:  Fred Slikker gave a report on the successful January tour to the 
Penasquitos Adobe Ranch tour, and Jim Gates embellished on the report.  Fred then 
reported that the February tour would be a “back roads” tour to Temecula, and the 
March tour would be to the Lake Dixon Daley Ranch House.  Jim Gates explained the 
particulars of the Daley Ranch House and listed his personal items that he would be 
donating to them in the name of our Club.  It was also noted that Hubley Derby Day is 
March 7th in San Bernardino.  The April events include:  CCRG in Santa Maria  and 
the Pancake Breakfast. 
Jim Gates reported that the Social Club in the Park offered to change the hours of the 
breakfast from 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. to 8:30 - 10:00 a.m. if it would work better for our Mod-
el A Club.  By unanimous consensus, the Club requested that the time for the break-
fast remain “as is”, from 8i:00 - 9:30 a.m. 
So Cal Report:  John Frazee reported that there had been a meeting and the pri-
mary discussion had revolved around the calendar.  It was again noted that the So Cal 
region was the only one that doesn’t put on a Meet. 

Continued on page 10) 
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A classic love story: 
Couple celebrate 75 years of marriage 

in a 1930 Ford Model A 
Reference: www.mlive.com/.../a_classic_love_story_couple_pi.html 

LINDEN, MI – Al and Lois Rutter were taken back in time to the 1930s when the couple were taken 
to celebrate their 75th wedding anniversary on July 19. Although the couple's anniversary isn't until 
Friday, Sept. 12, the two still instantly smile when they are asked about their trip, which they be-
lieved was just a 75th anniversary party with their family at Shiawassee Shores Retirement Park in 
Linden. But, as the couple walked out the door, they were greeted by a 1930 Ford Model A and 
their neighbors clapping.  
Al Rutter owned a Model A when the two started dating in the late 1930s. "We couldn't believe it. 
We just waved to everyone and got in," Lois said. "It reminded me of high school."Friend Roger 
Sharp, owner of Sharp Funeral Homes, owns the car and provided it and a driver for the for Al and 
Lois Rutter, who are close friends through the VFW Hall in Fenton. "We call them the honeymoon-
ers," he said, referring to the vintage TV show. "They're just wonderful people." 
So when Sharp heard the couple used to own a similar car to his, he said he had to send a driver 
to pick up the couple for their big day. "It was just fun doing it," Sharp said. But beyond the Rutters 
listening to special stories and getting hugs and kisses from their five daughters, 13 grandchildren 
and 25 great-grandchildren during the party, the couple also got something they didn't have when 
they eloped – a wedding cake. 
The couple attempted to elope in Ohio during the summer of 1939 twice, in both instances getting 
run off the road by other drivers and halting their plans. "They ran us off the road and ruined our 
car," Lois Rutter said. A few cars later, on Sept.  12, 1939, the couple officially tied the knot. "I have 
so much invested in her that I knew I had to keep her," Al Rutter joked as they talked about the first 
two attempts to elope. 
Rules to live by 
Since their marriage, Al, 94, who served in World War II from 1944 to 1946, and Lois, 93, have 
been inseparable. "They always do everything together," daughter Carol Vie said. "They don't do 
anything separate." 
Lois Rutter immediately agreed. "Just do 
everything together, that keeps you togeth-
er," she said. 
"Like Mutt and Jeff," Al Rutter responded.             
"No. They argue," Lois Rutter said. He im-
mediately nodded in agreement. "He prom-
ised he's not going to die and leave me here 
alone," she said. "I wouldn't dare," he said 
with a grin.   
While the two agreed they have a great fam-
ily, which stays together like they did, they 
also rely on rely on each other immensely 
and always have. "I really wouldn't know 
how to get by without her," Al said.  
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TECHNICAL REPORT January 2015     
IGNITIONS SYSTEMS THEN AND NOW 

Forwarded by Remmie Jackson 

Ref. Edells Motor Manual  
The early nineteenth century magnetos were the standard method to ignite thought 
various alternative methods were used. The year 1927 Henry Ford’s model T moved 
away from vibrating coils (each cylinder) to the DELCO REMY distributors. By the end 
of the model A era, vacuum advance and mechanical advance replaced Ford’s 
manual advance. By 1961 DELCO eliminated contact points and condensers. 
Electronic circuitry used to distribute ignition  spark. This method became universal 
until the current method has eliminated the distributor ! The engine CAM is confined to 
valve movement. The crank angle information sensors on the water pump feed 
onboard computers. 

The primary task of the model A ignition 
system is create a high voltage spark and 
deliver the spark at the precise time. The 
main component is electrical and the minor 
is mechanical. Transformer (coil) is required 
to change the battery voltage (6 or 12) to 
ten thousand volts! The transformer has two 
wire windings, primary and secondary. The 
primary connects the battery (+) to the 
ground (-). The secondary winding delivers 
high voltage to the spark plugs. Mechanical 
system is driven by the turning of the 
engine CAMSHAFT at one end and 
activates an arm at the other. The arm 
opens and closes a gap between the 
primary coil and ground. This action causes 
a pulse, which for an instant creates a high 
voltage in the secondary coil. DELCO 
invented a compact distributor that 
generates a spark at the exact moment to 
deliver the spark. A condenser is required in 
the primary circuit but it function is subject 
to various electoral theories which are 
beyond the allowed space here in. 

 
EVERYTHING SHOULD BE MADE AS SIMPLE AS POSSIBLE, BUT NO SIMPLER 
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Palomar A’s Short Tour Page 

The February short tour got off to a great start on a beautiful morning 
Saturday the 7th. Almost a dozen Model A’s came out for it along with a 
couple moderns. After the 
normal pancake breakfast 

at the clubhouse, Fred announced it was time to go. 
He briefed us verbally with directions and hopped in 
his 1929 top-down roadster pickup to lead the pack.  
The drive took us north thorough San Marcos on 
Twin Oaks Valley Road connecting to Deer Park 
getting us over to the east side of the 15 freeway. 
From there it was scenic curved back country roads 
all the way to Temecula. Until... 

While navigating a couple quick turns at the Rice Canyon intersection, a few Model A’s went left 
while everyone else went right. Rene and I saw the drama unfolding from an intersection a few 
hundred yards across the valley. The map on page #1 documents the episode. At first we thought 
maybe a few cars were just pealing off the tour early. But when we made the next right turn, the 
rest of the group was paused on the side of the road sort of scratching heads. 
Discussions ensued over how we were going to get the break-out cars back to the lineup. 
Someone noted there was no place to turn around on that road until they reach interstate 15. 

Temecula here we come!  
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Others speculated whether the escapees were perhaps just making a break for Pechanga casino. 
Here you see the main lineup paused at the side of the road with fearless leader Fred encouraging 
everyone to remain calm. While some attempted to reach the runaways by phone, Fred volunteered 
to try and chase them down. 

A few minutes later, the group caught up and we all resumed the journey to Temecula. The 
remainder of the drive was short and uneventful. We rolled into Temecula’s Old Town and parked. 

We walked a couple blocks down the main street to a Mexican 
restaurant where we had a nice lunch and relaxed for about an 
hour. Clyde even partook in an adult beverage. When we 
finished lunch we strolled back to the parking lot and made a 
short caravan a couple blocks away to the antique shops. 

The antique shops exceeded our expectations (at least Rene’s and mine). Seemingly endless stalls 
with just about any aged thing you could imagine. Collectables everywhere and we couldn’t help but 
buy a couple things. The group wander-shopped for the next hour or so before recombining to 
caravan home. Rene and I ended up staying another hour and a half. 
This was yet another fantastic Palomar A’s tour and we thank Fred for coordinating and leading the 
pack. 

Photos and write-up by Dean Barnat 
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On the list for March 
 Refreshments 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
Does your car have you stymied?          
Call a Palomar’s Technical Advisor. 
John Frazee  760-729-4865 
Howard Kruegel 619-426-5018 
Fred Slikker  858-487-8861 

March Birthdays 
Marilyn Groover  5th 
Shirley Richardson  11th 
Peggy Williams  14th 
Marilyn Bruck Jackson 17th 
Jeanette Smit Howe  17th 
Linda Thamer   22nd 
Louise Greenlee  25th 

Remmie Jackson, 
Alden & Malynda Kay,  
Howard & Barbara Kruegel, 
Jim Kruegel & Debra Haynes 
Lindon & Anna Lewis 

February Birthdays 
Joy Lieber   2nd 
Dolores Roth   16th 
Louva Buehler   17th 
Nancy Quinlan  22nd 
Twink Bumann  24th 

March Anniversaries 
David & Karyn Frazee  20th 
Jim & Nancy Quinlan  21st 
John & Dianne Frazee  26th 
John & JoAnn Pickerell  28th 

  

February Anniversaries 
Bill & Joy Lieber   9th 

Alden & Malynda Kay  14th 
 

Reminder  daylight savings is        
Sunday March 8th 

Set your clock forward 1 hour 
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February 20-22 -- San Diego CA Big 3 Swap Meet at Qualcomm Stadium 

March 7 -- Selma, CA 9th Annual Selma Swap Meet 

March 7  -- San Bernardino, CA 9th Annual Hubley Derby Race 

April 10-12,  -- Santa Maria, CA CCRG Regional Meet 

April 26 -- Hart Park. Orange, CA 54th Annual Pancake Breakfast 

June 7 - 12 -- Kennebunkport, Maine MAFCA National Tour - Lobsters & Lighthouses 

June 11-14 -- Beaumont, Texas 52nd Texas Model A Tour 

June 8-12 -- St. Joseph, Missouri 2015 Regional Meet 

June 23-27 -- Walla Walla, WA Northwest Regional Meet 2015 

September 12 -- Orcutt, California 13th Annual All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet 

September 14-30 -- Reno-Yellowstone Reno to Yellowstone and More 

September 18 -19 -- W. Columbia, SC 9th Annual All Model A & Model T Swap Meet 

September 19 -- Worldwide International Model A Day 2015 

December 3,4,5 -- Medford Oregon National Awards Banquet 

March Tour Plan 
We’re going to the Lake Dixon Daley Ranch House 

3024 La Honda Drive Escondido, CA 92027 

Historic site settled by Robert Dailey in 1869. 
Prior to that frequented for centuries by local 
Indian tribes including the Kumeyaay. 

Departure time 9:30am                                     
from the Palomar Estates Clubhouse 

$5 pancake breakfast prior to departure         
if you sign up (just tell Jim Gates) 
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Continued  from page 3) 

Reflector Director’s Report:  Dean Barnat asked that if anyone desires to have 
The Reflector emailed, to please let him know.  Discussion also occurred about includ-
ing the list of members in The Reflector each month that are responsible for bringing 
refreshments.  Dean indicated he did not have the the list, and Jim Groover said that 
they would resend the list to Dean so it would be included in future Reflectors. 
Vice President’s Report:  Paul Sharrott reported on the merchandise available 
for sale.  He also displayed an item that was used on the Ford assembly line from the 
30’s. 
Membership:  Judy Burrell reported that only 7 people had not paid their dues, 
and as of that night, if they were not paid, they would not be included in the roster. 
Technical Director’s Report:  Remmie Jackson talked about spark plugs and 
displayed a spark plug from a Model A and one from a Prius and talked about the gap 
and how long it lasts on each.  He also reported on types of gas and noted that the 
gas tank should be kept full and the car should be run about every 3 weeks to avoid 
condensation in the gas tank. 
Raffle:  Rory Woodward and Greg Wilson expressed appreciation for donations 
made by Fred Slikker, Paul and Linda Sharrott, Karen Beel, and Dave Belt. They then 
conducted the evening raffle. 
Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel reported that we had been published in 3 
newspapers and 2 magazines. 
Correspondence:  President Slikker stated he had the MARC sign-up sheet and 
request for $10 for annual region dues, and their requirement that every member of 
our club also be a member of MARC.  It was noted that last year we listed names of 
our officers.  It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved that we pay the $10. 
New Business:   President Slikker reported that Margaret Hayes has a 1930 re-
built touring engine for sale noting it is sitting by itself with the transmission attached.  
If anyone is interested, contact him for the phone number. 
Old Business:  None 
Monkey Business:   Bob Olivari entertained the group by reading 2 jokes about 
mothers of different nationalities. 
Fred asked that we have more volunteers to vacuum after meetings. 
Adjournment.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:17 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Rautenkranz, Secretary 
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Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, 
Transmission, Clutch, Rear end, Front 
end, Steering Box & Brakes.   Other Ser-
vices: Wheel Balancing, Counter  Bal-
anced Crank Shafts, Engine Babbitting, 
Lightened Fly-Wheels, V8 Clutches, 
Leakless Water Pumps, Carburetors, Dis-
tributors, Generators, Starters and More. 
CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF 
SERVICES! 
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Meetings are held the fir st 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Palomar Estates East Club House 
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The 
doors open at 6:00 pm for social 
time and the meeting starts at 
7:00pm.  
 

For questions about or inputs to the Re-
flector, contact Dean Barnat at: 

Tel: 858-442-8773 
Or email dbarnat72@gmail.com 

President  Fred Slikker 

Vice President Paul Sharrott 

Secretary Lee Rautenkranz 

Treasurer Diane Frazee 

Short Tour Coordinator Fred Slikker 

Reflector Editor Dean Barnat 

Webmaster Lee Rautenkranz 

Assistant Editor Bob Olivari 

Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 

Hospitality Marilyn and Jim Groover 

Librarian John Frazee 

Membership Chair Judy Burrell 

Raffle Chair Greg Wilson & Rory Woodward 

Southwest Region Rep. John Frazee 

Technical Director Remmie Jackson 

We’re on the Web!! 

www.palomarmodelaclub.org 
Check us out! 


