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       Greetings From The President 
When those of us who drive our Model A’s on a regular basis, 
whether it’s with a group or by ourselves, we are approached by 
the public frequently because our vehicles are so unusual. 
Sometimes it’s to answer their questions and other times it’s 
just to listen to their stories about their grandparents having one 
just like it only it was a different color, etc. We are all 
representatives or ambassadors, if you will, to the Model A 
hobby when we drive them. 

Many years ago Donna and I took our ’29 Roadster Pickup to 
one of our usual restaurants in Poway for brunch. Afterwards, 
Donna always walked a few stores down the strip mall to a pet 
store to buy a new toy for our cat. I had already parked in front 
of the pet store and just sat on a nearby bench to wait for her to 
come out of the store. Within a short time a young mother with 

two boys about 5 and 7 years old stopped at my pickup to look at it. She was obviously very conscientious to 
make sure her boys didn’t touch the pickup. Each time one would reach forward, she would gently pull back 
his forearm and say, no, no, we mustn’t touch other people's property. I soon walked over to them and asked 
her if the boys would like to sit in the truck. The boys shyly shook their heads yes, so I opened the door and 
they both climbed in. One pretended to steer and the other jiggled the gear shifter. After a short time, 
probably to make conversation, the lady asked me how long I had the truck. In an attempt at humor, I 
responded that it wasn’t my truck and that I was just sitting over there waiting for my wife to come out of the 
store. A look of absolute panic appeared on her face and she started tugging at the driver's door to open it. 
Remember….the early roadsters have no outside door handles. Now, I’m trying to tell her that I was just 
kidding and that it really is, in fact, my truck. For some reason she appeared to not want to believe anything I 
had to say anymore as she is now forcefully tugging at the door with both hands. I opened the door and she 
grabs both boys and pulls them out of the truck. She takes them both by the hand and quickly disappears into 
the parking lot. I didn’t even get a chance to tell her to have a nice day. I did feel a little bad about playing 
such a cruel trick on that nice lady. To this day, I’ll bet she has yet to even get close to another antique 
vehicle….poor lady! 

Donna and I did laugh about it most of the way home though. Since then, I’ve been working very hard to 
improve my diplomatic and social skills to be a  better representative of the Model A Ford hobby. 

See you at the next meeting. 

Fred Slikker 

Joke for the day    
 

 

An elderly lady was invited to an old friend’s home for dinner one 
evening. She was impressed by the way her lady friend preced-
ed every request to her husband with endearing terms such as: 
Honey, My Love, Darling, Sweetheart, etc. The couple had been 
married almost 70 years and, clearly, they were still very much 
in love.   While the husband was in the living room, her lady 
friend leaned over to her hostess to say, 'I think it's wonderful 
that, after all these years, you still call your husband all those 
loving names.'  The elderly lady hung her head, 'I have to tell 
you the truth,' she said, 'his name slipped my mind about 10 
years ago, and I'm scared to death to ask the cranky old fart 
what his name is. 
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Minutes of the June 3rd 2015 Club Meeting 
Call To Order:  The June 3, 2015 meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club was called to order by President 
Fred Slikker at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Linden Lewis. Fred then 
announced John Frazee’s Mother, Mabel, had passed away and requested a moment of 
silence in her memory. 
Health Report:  Donna Lugo explained Jack Buehler ’s recent and extended bout with 
health issues.  It was also announced that Nancy Quinlan recently lost her Mother. 
Minutes:  The minutes were unanimously approved as published. 
Treasurer’s Report:  In Dianne Frazee’s absence, Linda Thamer reported on the previous 
months balance, the monthly expenditures, receipts, and ending balance since the last 
meeting.  She then reported on bills that had been received.  Payment of the bills was 
unanimously approved. 
President Slikker then explained that Dianne Frazee, our Treasurer, felt the Club should 
have an alternate signer for checks in the event she is unavailable.  He supported the idea 
and Linda Thamer was selected as the alternate.  However, the Treasurer was informed by the bank that they would 
need Club approval in the form of a motion. A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved to designate 
Linda Thamer as the alternate signer on the Club’s bank account with Bank of America. 
Tours:  Fred Slikker gave a report on the trip to the Wilderness Garden.  He then explained the events 
planned for the next tour on 6/6 to the Olivenhain Pioneer Park.  He said though they offered to waive the $40 fee for 
use of the meeting hall, he felt the Club should pay the fee and also donate an additional $60 to the Society that 
maintains the Park. A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved to pay the $40 use fee and to also 
donate $60 to the organization that maintains the Park. 
Fred stated the Life Care Center for Senior Living requested some Model A’s at their facility on 6/18 for viewing by the 
residents. Additionally, 6/26 is Cruising Grand; 7/11 possible tour to Hansen’s Garage; and the 8/8 tour will be to Joe 
Martins Craftsman Museum. Clyde Marion said the new Hawthorne Dyno building may be an option for November. 
Vice President’s Report:  In the absence of Paul Sharrott, Anna Lewis reported on the variety of club 
merchandise available for sale. 
Technical Director’s Report:  Remmie Jackson reported on an unusual 5th wheel design for steering patented 
by Ackerman. 
Raffle:  Greg Wilson, with the assistance of Sheila Saxman, conducted the evening raffle, and thanked those 
who had made contributions. 
Membership:  Judy Burrell introduced new members Rich Preuss and Leanne Pohrman.  She then stated she 
was working on setting up a tour to Long Beach in August for a boat tour of the Port, and would provide more 
information at the next meeting. 
Public Relations:   Barbara Kruegel stated we were published in three papers and 2 magazines. 
Correspondence:  President Slikker stated he had placed the flyers he had received on the back table for 
viewing after the meeting.  
New Business:  Jim Gates displayed a book on the History of the Colony of Olivenhain, and members were 
welcome to look at it or they wish to purchase their own on 6/6 tour. 
Old Business: Fred Slikker stated it appeared there was no longer a phone tree in existence as a means for 
notifying members of items that can’t wait for the meeting.  He also suggested that one method might be that for all of 
those that receive their newsletter by email, possibly our newsletter editor could send out the notice to all of those 
individuals and then there would be a much smaller list to reach by telephone.  Fred stated he would do some follow-
up on the item. Fred stated it is time to start thinking about new board members for 2016.  He encouraged members 
to consider volunteering for a board position.   
Monkey Business: Fred announced there were a couple of 1930 Model A Coupes for sale as well as Model A 
parts and if anyone is interested, get the contact information from him.  Judy Burrell announced that the Swap Meet in 
San Fernando Valley is now strictly devoted to Model A’s.  Bob Olivari entertained the members by reading an article 
titled “No Nursing Home For Us”. 
Refreshments: Phyllis Oviatt substituted for Marilyn and Jim Groover. 
Adjournment.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:07  p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Rautenkranz, Secretary 
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2015 National Tour 
Lobsters & Lighthouses 

of Maine 
 

The event was attended by 6 of our club members. Dave & Arlene Belt, John & Dianne Frazee, 
and Bruce Howe & Jeanette Smith. The Frazee’s and Bruce & Jeanette trailered their cars while 
Dave & Arlene flew in 4 days prior to visit with family.   

 
 
 
 

On Sunday the 7th of June everyone met at the 
Tour Headquarters in Kennebunkport  for social  
time and a chance to meet other Model A folks 
from all over this country plus Canada and a couple 
from Australia (who left their car at  home). 
The tour continued northward with stops at various 
placed like L. L. Bean where the Belt’s attempted to 
try on a new boot.   

 
 

L.L. Bean Co. Boot 

All Wood Model A owned and built by a couple 
from Scotch Plains N.J 

View of Bar Harbor 

Portland Light House 

Kennebunkport Waterfront 
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Other side trips included a boat tour of Portland bay area to view several old forts and many 
lighthouses that dot the Maine Coastline. 

 

One of the 
highlights of the 
tour was a visit to 
the Owls Head 
Transportation 
Museum where 
you could wander 
through vast 
hanger structures 
and view displays 
of many 1920 era 

vehicles and air 
planes.  It was at this venue we were treated to a traditional 
Maine Lobster Bake including a whole Maine Lobster (or steak if 
you preferred)  corn on the cob cold slaw and steamed mussels 
with a generous supply of drawn butter.  Of course it was finished 
off with a helping of Maine Blueberry Cake.  
From Owls Head the tour headed North to end at Bar Harbor for the Award Banquet on Friday.  
The event was attended by over 200 Model A’s many of which can be seen in the photo at the 
airport.  It was a great event set in beautiful Maine where everywhere you look it is a picture post 
card setting.  

Thanks to Dave & Arlene Belt for this nice tour write-up with photos 

(Continued from page 4) 

Former Pres. GW Bush’s Summer Home Lined up on tarmac of Owls Head Museum 

Model A lineup at Trolley Museum View of Owls Head Museum 

John, Dianne, Bruce & Jeanette on boat tour 

John, Dianne & Jeanette 
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TECHNICAL REPORT JULY 2015  
The Model A Crankshaft 

                     by Remmie Jackson 
This report will not deal with the steering box but will include the pitman 
arm, steering spindles, tie rod components, which connect the steering 
wheel through the steering box to the tires and their relationship as 
governed by these: 
 
CASTER, def. Tilt of the king pin towards the front or rear of the car. 
Forward tilt is negative caster, rearward is positive. 
 
CAMBER, def. Tilt of the wheels from the vertical line. Negative camber, 
top of wheel leans in. 
 

KING PIN INCLINATION def. Tilt of the king pin incline with the axle. 
 
Types of steering boxes, rebuild, and design flaws will be discussed in the next issue. 
This report assumes that the steering box has very little lash and the steering wheel is in the neutral 
position. The pitman arm should be 90 degrees to the drag link. At this point check tire alignment by 
stretching a string just above the hubs from the back side of the rear tire to the front side of the front 
tire. If a gap results between the front of the front tire or the back of the front tire, then the drag 
length is incorrect. Remove the drag link, check the spherical balls on the pitman arm and the 
spindle arm. If these balls are not warn, and the drag link is not bent, then the spindle steering arm is 
not lined up and may be bent. The “East County Alignment Shop” located in Santee on 10741 
Woodside Ave., can correct the problem. This shop also has the equipment to correct the camber if 
required. 
The caster angle should measure 5 degrees. Check the angle when the car is on the floor. If the car 
is on jack stands, a false measurement will result. If the main motor mounts have been replaced with 
“floto-motor mounts”, this may change the wishbone aspect and change the axle caster. Shims 
added under the wishbone socket will increase the caster. A caster over 5 degrees will not adversely 
affect the tracking of the front wheels, but less than 5 degrees can. Toe-in has been used to 
compensate for the cumulative effect of all the tolerance build up in the steering system. If toe-in is 
set to the Ford specification, any lash in the overall steering system will allow the front tires to 
spread out. This results in a toe-out condition and the car will tend to wander. One fix is to increase 
the toe-in. Toe-in and caster issues will be rigorously discussed in the July meeting! 

 
INDECISION IS THE KEY TO FLEXIBILITY 
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Palomar A’s Short Tour Page 

Our tour Saturday was quite a hit, with 15 Model A’s coming out – along 
with several moderns – to join in this month’s tour. The members enjoyed 
our First-Saturday-of-the-Month breakfast at the Palomar Estates East 
put on by the Social Club and then got a rundown of the tour from Fred 
Slikker and Jim Gates.  

We arrived the Olivenhain Meeting Hall at 10 a.m. to see a small parcel of land not developed as 
all the areas on the way were. Richard Bumann (a member of the Palomar A’s) met us at the 
door; he is a descendant of some of the original colonists. Richard gave us a wonderful slideshow 
presentation in the old Hall, which was built in 1895 by the colonists arriving from Colorado.  

It was a great social place for 
all the people who lived in 
proximity then, and even now 
is used for various community 
events. This was a farming 
community then, with lima 
beans being the primary crop. 
There is also a shanty on the 
property, only 12’ x 14’, which 
would have been home for 
one worker. This structure 
was one of many shanties 
back in the early 1900s, and it 
was moved to its present 
location in 1979. Due to lack 
of water (sounds like today!) 
and a discrimination against  

Olivenhain Historical Meeting Hall Tour 
Write-up by Linda Thamer, Photos by Dean Barnat 
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those of German ancestry, the 300 original 
colonists shrunk to only around 60 in the early 
years. 
We were able to see the Hotel Germania on the 
property also, which was moved to this location 
in 1982, and is in the process of a long 
renovation headed up by Olivenhain Town 
Council member Twink Bumann. 
After the presentation and touring the property, 
members who wanted lunch all loaded up and 
headed toward Encinitas for lunch at Brett’s 
Barbecue. Terrific! We were able to have our  

lunch out on the patio and 
enjoy the sunny day. These 
tours are a great way to 
become more knowledgeable 
about our very interesting 
and diverse State! 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
Does your car have you stymied?          
Call a Palomar’s Technical Advisor. 
John Frazee  760-729-4865 
Howard Kruegel 619-426-5018 
Fred Slikker  858-487-8861 

July Holidays 

July Anniversaries  

July Birthdays 

Canada Day 1-July 
US Independence Day 4-July 
Hammok Day (Relax!) 22-July 
World Youth Day Varies 
National Nude Day 14-July 
National Caviar Day 18-July 
Moon Day 20-July 
National Junk Food Day 21-July 

Nancy Boyce 8-Jul 
Jim Gates 11-Jul 
Wayne Moore 14-Jul 
Rene Barnat 18-Jul 
Kathy Arredondo 20-Jul 
David Frazee 20-Jul 
Mike Harless 28-Jul 
Malynda Kay 31-Jul 
Barbara Wayne 31-Jul 
Joe Roth 31-Jul 

Ray & Kyle Matthews 7-Jul 
Joe & Dolores Roth 10-Jul 
John & Judy Burrell 16-Jul 
Jim & Kathy Glendinning 23-Jul 
Bob & Donna Payne 24-Jul 
Howard & Barbara Kruegel 27-Jul 
James(Pete) & Nancy Peterson 31-Jul 
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June 16 — Life care center for Seniors Model A Display & Viewing for Residents 

June 26 -- Escondido, CA Cruizin Grand showcasing Model A’s and T’s 

June 23-27 -- Walla Walla, WA Northwest Regional Meet 2015 

July 4 -- Poway CA Old Town Poway Park (contact Bob Olivari) 

July 11 -- Ramona CA Possible tour in the works to Hanson’s Garage 

August 8 -- Carlsbad CA Joe Martin’s Craftsman Museum 

September 12 -- Orcutt, California 13th Annual All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet 

September 14-30 -- Reno-Yellowstone Reno to Yellowstone and More 

September 18-19 -- W. Columbia, SC 9th Annual All Model A & Model T Swap Meet 

September 19 -- Worldwide International Model A Day 2015 

December 3,4,5 -- Medford Oregon National Awards Banquet 

July Tour Plan 

Fred’s working on a potential visit to Bill 
Hanson’s garage in Ramona 

If you haven’t had the opportunity yet to visit the 
garage, it makes for a very relaxing tour up the 
back-roads of Ramona. Hosts Bill and Arland 

are always very helpful and share great tips on 
maintaining your Model A. 

Stand by for confirmation and details 

 

Stand by for time and directions. 
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Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, 
Transmission, Clutch, Rear end, Front 
end, Steering Box & Brakes.   Other Ser-
vices: Wheel Balancing, Counter  Bal-
anced Crank Shafts, Engine Babbitting, 
Lightened Fly-Wheels, V8 Clutches, 
Leakless Water Pumps, Carburetors, Dis-
tributors, Generators, Starters and More. 
CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF 
SERVICES! 

00% 
OFF 

 
Email dbarnat72@gmail.com 
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Meetings are held the fir st 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Palomar Estates East Club House 
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The 
doors open at 6:00 pm for social 
time and the meeting starts at 
7:00pm.  
 

For questions about or inputs to the Re-
flector, contact Dean Barnat at: 

Tel: 858-442-8773 
Or email dbarnat72@gmail.com 

President  Fred Slikker 

Vice President Paul Sharrott 

Secretary Lee Rautenkranz 

Treasurer Diane Frazee 

Short Tour Coordinator Fred Slikker 

Reflector Editor Dean Barnat 

Webmaster Lee Rautenkranz 

Assistant Editor Bob Olivari 

Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 

Hospitality Marilyn and Jim Groover 

Librarian John Frazee 

Membership Chair Judy Burrell 

Raffle Chair Greg Wilson & Rory Woodward 

Southwest Region Rep. John Frazee 

Technical Director Remmie Jackson 

We’re on the Web!! 

www.palomarmodelaclub.org 
Check us out! 


