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New Officers I nstalled
at Club Gala
Inside this issue:

The Palomar Model A Club installed its 2011 slate of officers at the Vista Elks Club on December 11. The First
Gentleman, Mr. Dave Belt did the inaugural honors for
Madame President, Arlene Belt, who was developing a
case of laryngitis. The officers, in addition to Ms. Belt,
were : Vice President, Paul Sharrot, Secretary, Bev Perkins, Tresurer, Dianne Frazee, Technical Director, Fred
Slikker, Tour Director, Clyde Marion, Membership Cairperson, Linda Thamer, Raffle Chairman, Dave Belt, Editor, Carla Hibbard, Assistant Editor, Bob Olivari, Hospitality, Marilyn Bislinghoff , Public Relations, Sheila Saxman
and Librarian/Historian ,Long Tour Director & MAFCA
So. Cal Rep., John Frazee
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MS. Prez sez

Happy New Year!!

2011

Well here we are at the start
of another New Year with
lots of opportunities to enjoy
getting together with
friends and our Model A’s. I
feel very fortunate to have a
great bunch of people serv-

ing on the Board this year
which will make my job so
much easier. (E.O. told me
being President was the
easiest job you could have).
Everyone is enthusiastic
about the coming year and I
thank them for their dedication to helping keep our
club active and a fun place
to be. I encourage everyone
to come out to the meetings,
drive your beautiful Model
A’s and join in on the short
trips and if you can, the long
trips. If your Model A is not
working or you don’t have
one yet, still come out to join
in on the trips as they are a
perfect way to see great

places and be with a wonderful bunch of people.
We look forward to seeing
you at the first meeting of
the New Year in January. If
you have not been to a
meeting in a while we invite
you to come out and join in
on the fun. See you down
the road in the Model A’s. I’ll
be the one in the passenger
seat.
Arlene

D o n ’ t H av e a d r i n k w i t h t h i s m a n
If this man asks you to
sit down and have a glass of
wine with him __RUN! At the
Installation Banquet for the
Palomar Model A Club on December 11, one newly
“elected” officer after another
had the same story to tell. Arlene Belt was the first to relate
her experience at a recent
Model A Campout. She said
she returned to her motor
home and told Dave, “Well I
guess I’m going to be President of Palomar next year.
“How did that happen?”,

E.O. and then I was going to
be President.” A little later
Bev Perkins came by and said,
“I guess I’m going to be the
Palomar Secretary next year.”
“How did that happen ?”, Arlene asked. “I don’t know.”,
Bev replied. “I sat down and
had a glass of wine with E.O.
and then I was going to be
the Secretary.”

Dave asked. “I don’t know.”,
Arlene replied. “I sat down
and had a glass of wine with

So take heed unless
you have a hankering to be
an officer in the Palomar
Model A Club, don’t have a
glass of wine with E.O.
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Technic al Rep ort b y Fred Slikker
Those of us who have the
original Model A mechanical
brakes must
do some additional procedures to
maintain
this unique
type of system. One of
these procedures is
tending to the antirattler devices on each of the brake
rods. Most Model A's have the
spring straps while others
have the later coil spring
types. As the name implies,
these devices keep each rod
in tension to reduce the
chances of the brake rods rattling in the clevises. They also
provide assistance in releasing the brakes after each application of the brake pedal.

Without this release assistance, the only springs that
will release the brakes are the
ones on the shoes inside the
drums. Most of the original
antirattlers have probably
worn out, broken or just
rusted away so we have to
use the reproductions that
are available at parts suppliers. Unfortunately these reproduction strap type antirattlers are not formed correctly
to perform the two functions
they were originally designed
for. They must be altered and
reshaped a little to function
properly. Since they are made
of spring steel, they sometimes will break when bending them to make them fit. I
recommend buying two sets
when you replace these items
in case this happens. That
way you will have a few

spares to work with in case a
couple of them break in the
reshaping process. When
these antirattlers are properly
installed to provide pressure
in the release direction, there
is no need to install that juryrig extra spring on the brake
pedal.
Also, if the pedal doesn't
smoothly and immediately
spring back to the release position or you hear linkage
squeaks under the vehicle
with each brake application,
you need to oil and grease
the clevises and cross shafts.

Just Wondering:
Wondering If 4 out of 5
people suffer from
diarrhea..........does that mean
one enjoys it?

January Tours b y Clyde Marion
Tour Saturday Jan. 8, 2011 meet
at Palomar Estates for breakfast
depart
9:30 for
tour to
Hawthorne Machinery Co
in Rancho
Bernardo.
Tour
Thursday
Jan. 20, 2011 meet at the Plaza
Camino Real Shopping Center
(parking lot East end near intersection of El Camino Real & Marron Rd Carlsbad Ca. 92008) de-

part 9:00 AM

The Marine Corps Mechanized Command Museum
Located in Building 2612 on
Vandergrift Blvd at the base
of Rattlesnake Canyon, this
museum of working Marine
Corps transport and battle
vehicles interpret the history
of Marine usage since 1942.
The collection includes a large
selection of Vietnam and Desert Storm era vehicles and a
Vietnamese road marker from
the road to Hue City. The museum is open during the

week and can also be opened
by special arrangement.
The Ranch House Complex
The complex includes the
Ranch House Chapel, the oldest structure on base, the
Bunkhouse Museum, dedicated in 1978 by Col James
Roosevelt, and the Ranch
House, built in the mid 1800s.
This was the home of Pio
Pico, last Mexican governor of
Alta California, and succeeding owners Don Juan Forster,
the O'Neills, Floods,
Baumgartners and, finally,
(Continued on page 4)
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The following was found on a website: http://s259.photobucket.com/albums/hh299/1930fordroadster

It Helps to be a Little Nuts
By George Wentz

On September 10 2010,a group of 98 cars set out on the Peking to Paris Motor Challenge.
The oldest car was an 1897 Italia and the youngest was a 1970 Vauxhall. The group included five
Model A Fords. The plan was to drive 8,923 miles, crossing borders into at least 15 countries in 37
days. The route included such unlikely places as Mongolia, the Gobi Desert, Iran, Turkey and Russia.
In some places there were non-existent roads. Accommodations, food, gas, and repair shops were
few and far between. The rally ended as planned in Paris on October 16, with 85 of the cars crossing
the finish line— including all five Model As!
I was made aware of the Peking to Paris Motor Challenge by Ken Bussard who sent me a
newspaper clipping from the Des Moines Register about two guys from Iowa who were driving one
of the Model As, a 1929 Phaeton. They were friends who always wanted to do something BIG! So
two years ago they bought the restored Model A and without any previous experience entered the
race. Why? Just because it was a challenge!
During the 37 day rally, I occasionally checked the Iowans’ website where they wrote frequent updates of their adventures. Needless to say things didn’t always go smoothly according to
plan and they often became lost or went off in the wrong direction.
According to their account, they drove nearly 1,100 miles more than
the official 8,923mileage. Check out their website and their diary at
www.pekingparis2010.com for many interesting and entertaining
reports. For the official facts and figures website, go to
www.pekingparis.com.
With five days set aside for rest, the cars had to average about
275 miles per day for 32 days in order to cover 8,923 miles. The Iowans logged a total of 349 driving hours on the road. Because they
went off course and added another 1,100 miles, their numbers were
312 miles per day at an average speed of 28.6 mph and spent almost
11 hours each day on the road. A short video clip on their website showing before loading into a
container for shipment to China indicates it was nice and clean and shiny at the beginning. Here it is
getting an oil change somewhere during the rally.

January Tours
(Continued from page 3)

United States Marine Corps Commanding Generals. Historic artifacts at the complex document prehistory through Mission and Rancho periods, the 1942 purchase of Camp Pendleton, and reflect the
WWII and the Korean War. Exhibits include early ranch equipment, photographs of President Roosevelt's historic visit, antiques donated by Anthony Quinn during the filming of "Guadalcanal Diary" in
1943 and early Base history including SSgt Reckless and the Mounted Color Guard.
The complex is listed as the Santa Margarita Ranch House National Historic Site as well as a California
State Historical Landmark. Tours are available by appointment on Tuesdays or Thursdays and begin
at 10 a.m. between the last week in September to the end of May.
Also available is The World War II and Korea LVT Exhibit located in Building 21561 in the base's boat
basin and maintained by the Assault Amphibious School Battalion. To visit the vintage amphibious
tracked vehicles, related artifacts and informational displays
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The 2010 Installation Banquet
In addition to installing the
new officers for 2011, the
banquet was a chance to recognize some of the members
for their outstanding and not
so outstanding achievements
in 2010. One of the most
prestigious awards, the
Golden Bird, was awarded to

Fred Slikker for his contributions to the club.
The hard luck trophy was

awarded to Larry Beel but it
was a hard decision. The tour
to Arizona over Thanksgiving
spawned a plethora of candidates for the award. Larry accepted the award with a truism:” If you don’t drive them;
they don’t break down”. He
said he had driven his car
over 50,000 miles without a
breakdown.
Howard Kruegel made some
fun presentations. It seems
that on some of the recent
tours that Bruce Howe would
get on the radio after about
an hour on the road and suggest it was time for a stretch
or potty stop. After all had
stopped, Bruce was observed
neither stretching nor using
the facilities but rather standing off to the side puffing on
his pipe. So Bruce would not
have to stop on future tours,
Howard devised a rather ingenious contraption that
would clip to the rearview
mirror, had a windscreen to
prevent flying sparks and an
adequately long stem to keep
the noxious fumes outside.

In recognition for all of the
things Jim Gates has done for
the club, Howard couldn’t decide to give Jim a much
needed fan for his car or an
addition to his household appliance collection. So he compromised and made a dual
purpose trophy : a toasterfan.

The Sharrots, as usual did a
beautiful job selecting the raffle prizes. They purchased,
with proceeds from previous
raffles , a mound of gifts that
were awarded to the lucky
ticketholders

All in all it was a great party
and did I mention the food
was good too!!
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For Sale

Editor’s note
For those of you receiving this via e-mail, please print it
out and save it until you get your snail mail copy and
then compare the two. It doesn’t cost anything to send
it to you e-mail so I’m going to do it for a few months to
see if you like it.
In addition, I’d like to ask those of you going on tours to
send me pictures to put in the newsletter. You will have
to me my tour eyes and ears especially in the summer
when we are not here.
Also what else would you like in the newsletter? Do you
like era fashion articles? Would anyone like to write an
occasional fashion piece?
If you run across any sort of story, article, information
that you think the rest of the club would enjoy; send it
to me at twnsedan@yahoo.com.

The following was sent to me last week.
Thought someone might be interested.
Model ‘A’ front end, complete. Everything rebuilt, assembled and
painted.$750
Seven-tooth (28/29) Steering assembly. Completely rebuilt.$175
Radiator, 30/31$75
Modern Tube type Shock Absorber kit,
new$300
Oil filter system (like Mike’s Affordable)$100
Head, 28-31$5
Fender, Right front, 30-31$150
Fender, Left front, 30-31$150
Call Ron Ryker 805-967-3572

Ja n u a ry B i rt h days a n d A n n i v e r s a r i e s
7 Phyllis Strubhar
8 Emmett Cilley

Birthdays

17 Kathy Horn

8 Robert and Debbie Sue
Wiley

18 19 Regina Knudsen

10 Dennis and Arlene Schafer

22 Chuck Gough

23 Stoney and Betty Stonebreaker

3 Steven Currie

23 Dorothy Allen

4 Anthony Lugo

24 Janie King

5 Nancy Peterson

28 Sheila Saxman

7

29 Howard Kruegel

Doug Armstrong

Anniversaries

27 Ray and Catherine Noxsel
30 Dave and Marcia Carroll

Ja n u a ry R e f r e s h m en t s
Ed Simpson

Martin Topper

Fred and Donna Slikker

John and Barbara Wayne

Dick and Carmen Smith

Wayne and Martie Wiedle

Stoney and Betty Stonebreaker
Keith and Linda Thamer

Robert and Debbie Sue
Wiley

Herb Thornberg

Greg and Cindy Wilson
John and Betty Wilson
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WE ARE GOING GREEN
For the next few months we
are going to try something
new. If you have a valid email address in the Palomar
roster, you will receive your
Reflector both online and by
snail mail. Hopefully you will
enjoy the cleaner, crisper
print and pictures so much
that you will ask that we stop
filling your mailbox with unnecessary paper. Your online
copy will also be in color. And
if you need more convincing,
consider the fact that each
issue of the Reflector costs

The Reflector
is coming
of age!

about $1.00 to print and mail.
That is about $1200 out of the
treasury every year. In addition, a lot of trees could
breathe a sigh of relief and
continue to do their job of

pumping some much needed
oxygen into our atmosphere.
Granted, we will never get
everyone to accept it online
but even 50% would mean a
lot of bucks we could do other
things with. Think of all the
possibilities; Something for
the meeting room, or a subsidy for the banquet, a tool for
club use, or reduce the dues
for those receiving theirs
online. The possibilities are
endless.

Post Office Box 191
Carlsbad, California
92018-0191

Tel: 760-729-5449
Linda Thamer
Membership Director
E-mail: linda@thamer.net

We’re on the Web!!
www.palomarmodelaclub.org
Check us out!
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