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2014 Christmas Party for the Palomar A‟s 
By Keith Thamer 

Our Club Christmas Party was held on December 13th at the Vista Elks 
Club. Our Party Chairmen Hank and Nancy DiTomaso met us at the Elks 
Club and directed us into the beautifully decorated room. A gorgeous 

Christmas tree was the 
centerpiece, surrounded by 
tables with holiday centerpieces 
and linen tablecloths. Also on 
view was a table full of colorful 
and fun raffle prizes. 

There was lots of socializing, 
checking out the raffle prizes 

and picture taking before we were 
called to dinner. We had quite a spread 
for our buffet dinner, and everyone 
went through the line pretty quickly. 
After a very delicious cheesecake 
dessert, President Dave Belt had all 
the current officers come up front for 
recognition. After a round of applause 
for a great year, Dave turned the gavel 
over to our new President, Fred Slikker.  
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Mr. Prez sez 

  Greetings From The President 
Does the above salutation look familiar to you? 

Many years and a generation ago, this was the 

"greeting" that an individual received from the 

President when he received his draft notice. There 

were slightly different versions of the wording over 

the years, but the result was the same. Today's 

crop of young people probably have no concept that this was an accepted way our 

society kept our military strong and supplied with adequate personnel. Our new board 

members weren't drafted, however, some probably felt they were strongly leaned 

upon to volunteer. I appreciate that we eventually got a full board of office holders and 

thank you one and all for "volunteering". I ask that the rest of the membership have 

patience and cooperation for those of us that will be working for you for the rest of the 

year. Especially for those who are holding an office for the first time. 

And finally........What a great Christmas party!! I thought the dinner was perfect. I had 

the prime rib and Donna had the chicken dinner. We both thought it was outstanding 

and it appeared others attending thought so too. Thank you Hank and Nancy and the 

Elks Lodge for putting on such a fine function. I'm all for doing the same next 

Christmas..........Just a subtle hint for Hank and Nancy. See you all at the next 

meeting. 
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Minutes of the January 2015 Meeting 
 
Call to Order: The January 7, 2015 meeting of the Palomar 
Model A Ford Club was called to order at 7:00 p.m. The 
pledge of allegiance was led by Karen Beel. Jim Gates then 
introduced guest Chuck Grabowsky, owner of a 1930 Model 
A. 

Presidents Announcements:  President Fred Slikker and last 
year‟s Golden Bird Award winner, Bob Olivari, announced 
that Gordon Oviatt was the 2014 recipient. The award was 
accepted by Phyllis Oviatt, who accepted it on behalf of her 
husband, who had passed away. 

President Slikker then expressed appreciation to the 
following members: Hank & Nancy DiTomaso for an 
outstanding Christmas party; Old and new board members 
for their work and commitment; and Jim Gates for making 
and handling arrangements for the use of the Clubhouse for 
meetings. 

Health Report: Dianne Frazee gave the health report about the following members: Jeanette 
Smith, Barbara Kruegel, Paul Sharrott, and Carla Hibbard. Lee Rautenkranz then reported on 
her mother‟s fall and recovery process. 

Minutes: There were no minutes for December since it was the Christmas party. 

Treasurer‟s Report:  Dianne Frazee reported on expenditures for postage, PrintPros, MAFCA, 
and reimbursement to the Frazee‟s for expenses covered for the Club. She also noted there 
was a gift of $50 to the Club from a secret Santa. A motion was made, seconded and 
unanimously approved to pay the bills as cited. 

A discussion then ensued about the $75 charge from MAFCA for insurance. John Frazee 
gave a detailed explanation about the purpose of the insurance and reason for the charge, 
followed by President Slikker‟s explanation of why he had authorized payment prior to a 
Club meeting. A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously approving President 
Slikker‟s pre-approval to pay the $75 to MAFCA. 

There was also a discussion noting that the Club previously determined that the Club would 
pay $150 for a brick at the Model A Museum in Gilmore, Michigan on behalf of the Golden 
Bird Award recipient. The payment was approved. 

Tour Report: Fred Slikker announced that the January tour would be to the Warner‟s Ranch 
House in Penasquitos. He also reported on some potential locations for future tours and 
noted the Turlock Swap Meet would be January 24-25, and the Big 3 Swap Meet would be 
February 20-22. 

Aletha Rautenkranz 
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Five Reasons We Love Ford Model A’s 
Excerpts from a web blog by Sarah Kornacki, a Media Relations Intern at “The Henry Ford”. 

www.blog.thehenryford.org/2014/09/five-reasons-why-we-and-everyone-else-love-the-ford-model-a/ 

 

5. You can drive it on the road 
Model As are known to drive pretty darn well on modern roads. Despite being 80+ years old, many Model As can 
cruise easily at 40-45 miles per hour thanks to an engine exactly twice as powerful as its predecessor, the Model T. 
And the Model A’s mechanical brake system on the wheels—admittedly less secure than a hydraulic brake system—
is safer than the Model T’s mechanical brakes on the transmission. 

Of course, Model Ts are still extremely popular and drivable, but most vintage car owners want to show off their 
prized vehicles on the open road, and the Model A gives us more route options. Racing down the freeway might not 
be an option, but give the car a break—the Model A is older than some of our grandmas. And my grandma doesn’t 
drive the freeway, either. 

4. You can learn to drive it without a historian present 
So the Model A can handle the road. But more importantly, today’s drivers can handle the Model A. The car was the 
first Ford to have controls we’re used to, like gas pedals and a conventional gear-shift lever to name a few. Before 
the Model A, Ford “horseless carriages” like the Model T were built under the assumption the driver only had 
experience driving, well a carriage, horse included. 

3. Replacement parts are not crazy difficult to find 
Collectors of rare cars dread the day they need to replace a part because finding one or getting a new one made is no 
easy task. Not all car buffs have the luxury of that kind of time, energy or money. But with the Model A, a lot of 
original parts are still floating around out there since Ford built right around 5 million Model As between the 1928 
and 1931 model years. And as our Model A love is no secret, there are now vendors who make less expensive, 
sometimes more reliable copies of vintage parts. So the Model A is a sweet vintage vehicle, plus, the replacement 
parts are comparatively easier to get ahold of.  

2. They’re relatively affordable 
About 5 million Ford Model As were made, and a lot of them are still around. So the Model A is historic, but it isn’t 
quite rare enough to cost an arm and a leg—a phrase which here means the $70,000 you could pay for a Packard of 
the same vintage. Yikes. Some highly scientific research (looking on eBay) revealed there are decent Model As out 
there priced as low as $6,000. What’s not to love about that? 

1. Eye-popping styles and colors 
There is a practical side to car restoration, like finding replacement parts and choosing drivable routes, but we can’t 
deny the Model A is just pretty. Seriously, we could stare at this car all day. With new sporty body-styling, the Model 
A was an instant hit. Millions of people stormed Ford showrooms on December 2, 1927 because, as an Irving 
Kaufman song of the time period claimed, “Henry’s made a lady out of Lizzie.” Well, we think Lizzie was always a lady, 
but the Model A undoubtedly brought some serious class to the early American auto scene, styled to look like “a 
baby Lincoln,” and offered in an array of colors, contrasting with all those black Model Ts. For all his mechanical 
prowess, Henry Ford didn’t have much of an eye for style, but his son Edsel gave the Model A body the elegant 
finesse that we can’t get over. And today, especially in the Motor City, taking a pleasure cruise in a piece of 
automobile history is really a special treat. 
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TECHNICAL REPORT January 2015     
By Remmie Jackson 

Let’s check out the Zenith carburetor!   
First remove from the manifold and dissemble the body. 

Here are the essential parts that need checking in the throttle body:  

1. Remove 11/16 hex head located near the gas inlet, clean the 

attached screen, replace gasket if necessary. 

2. Remove (by hand) idle air mixture screw, insure tapered point 

isn’t damaged. 

3. Remove, 8mm deep hex, the idle jet and tube assy. Make sure the jet and tube are clean. Check 

ID with #75 drill (0.021 inch).  

4. Disassemble float assy. Remove (5/8 hex) needle valve assy. Check gasket and leaks when 

needle is in closed position. Note, when float and valve assy are reinstalled, and with the float 

facing up, the dimension, from the upper body face up to the top edge of the float seam must be 

one inch! If not, all carburetor circuits will be either too lean or too rich.  

Here are the essential parts that need checking in the bowl body: 

1. Remove and inspect secondary well. Clean ID and two very small holes with #54 drill (0.055). 

2. Remove cap jet, 1/4 hex using 1/4 inch end wrench through intake end. Clean and check with 

0.037 inch (#63 drill bit) 

3. Remove compensator jet and blow out bowl passage ways. Check cap jet ID with 0.035 inch 

(#65 drill bit). 

4. Butter fly valves generally need little attention except for cleaning carbon build up. 

5. Main attention should be the matting surfaces of the throttle body and bowl body. The bowl body 

can be dressed with 200 grit paper on a truly flat surface. The throttle body must be dressed with 

fine bastard file. Use a good striate edge to check for daylight. Condensation will accumulate on 

this surface causing pitting. 

It’s a good idea to replace an old carburetor. Leaks anywhere lower gas mileage and create a 

potential for fire.   Reassemble carburetor, make sure secondary well jet is seated. Preset idle 

mixture screw 1 ½ turns from seated. Adjust needle on choke linage one turn open. 

Reinstall carburetor and start engine. There should be no hesitation in rev up. Check for drips and 

flooding. Road test! Get into second gear and hit it. There should be no surging with a wide open 

throttle (about 40 MPH).     ….THIS IS AS BAD AS IT CAN GET….BUT DON’T BET ON IT!  
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Fred introduced 
the new 2015 
Board, several 
positions which 
are now filled with 
a different Club 
member. 

Fred awarded the 
Broken Crank 
award to Clyde 
Marion and the 
Golden Bird 
award to Gordon Oviatt, our very active Club member who passed away this year. The current and 
past Presidents decide who the recipients of the awards will be.  Then Sheila Saxman came up to 
begin the raffle.  There were over 20 raffle prizes, each one a fun assortment in a basket with a 
variety of items. It was a wonderful party to end a very successful year of Model A activities. 

 Writeup and photos by Keith Thamer 

(Continued from page 1) 

February 20-22 -- San Diego CA Big 3 Swap Meet at Qualcomm Stadium 

March 7 -- Selma, CA 9th Annual Selma Swap Meet 

March 7  -- San Bernardino, CA 9th Annual Hubley Derby Race 

April 10-12,  -- Santa Maria, CA CCRG Regional Meet 

April 26 -- Hart Park. Orange, CA 54th Annual Pancake Breakfast 

June 7 - 12 -- Kennebunkport, Maine MAFCA National Tour - Lobsters & Lighthouses 

June 11-14 -- Beaumont, Texas 52nd Texas Model A Tour 

June 8-12 -- St. Joseph, Missouri 2015 Regional Meet 

June 23-27 -- Walla Walla, WA Northwest Regional Meet 2015 

September 12 -- Orcutt, California 13th Annual All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet 

September 14-30 -- Reno-Yellowstone Reno to Yellowstone and More 

September 18 -19 -- W. Columbia, SC 9th Annual All Model A & Model T Swap Meet 

September 19 -- Worldwide International Model A Day 2015 

December 3,4,5 -- Medford Oregon National Awards Banquet 



Palomar Model A Club  7

The Reflector  January & February 2015 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
 Refreshments 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  

 

 

 

 

 

Does your car really have you stymied? 
Call a Palomar’s Technical Advisor. 
John Frazee  760-729-4865 

Howard Kruegel 619-426-5018 

Fred Slikker  858-487-8861 

January Birthdays 
Kathy Glendinning  3rd 
Anthony Lugo   4th 
Nancy Peterson  5th 
Doug Armstrong  7th 
Judy Leitner   7th 

Marilyn Owens  11th 
Regina Knudsen  19th 
Ryoko Woodward  21st 
Chuck Gough   22nd 
Florentine Galdi  22nd 
Gerrie Riviera   23rd 
Dorthy Allen   23rd 
Janie King   24th 
Jim Groover   26th 
Sheila Saxman   28th 
Howard Kruegel  29th 
John Giuliano   30th 
Bob Owens   31st 

If you‟ve got  
‟em you can 

bring „em 

February Birthdays 
Joy Lieber   2nd 
Dolores Roth   16th 
Louva Buehler   17th 
Nancy Quinlan  22nd 
Twink Bumann  24th 

January Anniversaries 
Dennis & Arlene Schafer  10th 
Victor & Stephanie Terrell  20th 
Stoney & Betty Stonebreaker 23rd 

February Anniversaries 
Bill & Joy Lieber   9th 

Alden & Malynda Kay  14th 

JANUARY MEETING’S PRIZE WINNERS 

The editor didn’t catch the winners of the birthday 
and attendance drawings or the raffle grand prize. 
But I’ll make sure to get them next time! :)  

Editors note: 
Donna Lugo celebrated a birthday December 28th 
but it  somehow fell off the December reflector. 
Happy belated birthday Donna !! 
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Next Short Tour 
 

 

Palomar A Short Tour Page 

The tour began at the San Marcos clubhouse and we had 8 

model A’s convene at the Penasquitos preserve. We spent a 
couple hours learning about the history from the 

knowledgeable docents on staff. When finished we 

caravanned to the Hamburger Factory in Poway for a nice 

lunch. Special thanks to Fred Slikker for coordinating this 

great tour! 

The January short tour was held at the Los Penasquitos Adobe Ranch 

House. The structure was built in 1823 by the recipients of the first 

Mexican land grant in San Diego County. The building and site now 

comprise a National Historic and Archaeological District. 

Feb 7th Back Roads Tour to Old Town Temecula for antique shopping, lunch & ice cream. Plan to 

leave Palomar Estates parking lot at 9:30am. Optional breakfast in the clubhouse for $5 per person. 



Palomar Model A Club  9

The Reflector  January & February 2015 

Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, 
Transmission, Clutch, Rear end, Front 
end, Steering Box & Brakes.   Other 
Services: Wheel Balancing, Counter 
Balanced Crank Shafts, Engine 
Babbitting, Lightened Fly-Wheels, V8 
Clutches, Leakless Water Pumps, 
Carburetors, Distributors, Generators, 
Starters and More. 
CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF 
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Meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Palomar Estates East Club House 
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The 
doors open at 6:00 pm for social 
time and the meeting starts 
at7:00pm.  

For questions about or 

inputs to the Reflector, 

contact Dean Barnat at: 

Tel: 858-442-8773 

Or email dbarnat72@gmail.com 

President  Fred Slikker 

Vice President Paul Sharrott 

Secretary Lee Rautenkranz 

Treasurer Diane Frazee 

Short Tour Coordinator Fred Slikker 

Reflector Editor Dean Barnat 

Webmaster Lee Rautenkranz 

Assistant Editor Bob Olivari 

Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 

Hospitality Marilyn and Jim Groover 

Librarian John Frazee 

Membership Chair Judy Burrell 

Raffle Chair Greg Wilson & Rory Woodward 

Southwest Region Rep. John Frazee 

Technical Director Remmie Jackson 

We’re on the Web!! 
www.palomarmodelaclub.org 

Check us out! 


