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photo page 
August has been a busy month for the club: the Kruegels, the 
Butterfly Farms, Cruisin’ Grand, something for everyone! North, 
South, East and West. 
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president’s message 
It is great to have the Club back to regular meetings and tours.  It 
is a big load off my mind that we are back in the Clubhouse just 
like the good old days. 

     Wayne Moore, Bill Horn and I, drove our Model A's on the 
freeway to Howard and Barbara Kruegel's home.  Bill Horn's 
coupe is original, but does have a Mitchel overdrive, so he was 
okay with the freeway.  Joe Williams did a great job of leading us 
in his modern car.  He kept the speed between 55mph and 
58mph the whole way. 

     The Kruegel’s hospitality was great. They put on a great lunch, 
and a raffle. the proceeds will go to the club.  I was not able to 
stay for Howard’s tour of his "barn" and talk about the new en-
gine.  Howard will give a talk about the new engine that a num-
ber of our members are building at our next meeting. 

     Due many relatives visiting I was not able to attend the Butter-
fly Farms Tour. I heard that it was a good time had by all. 

     We will have a Board meeting on Thursday, August 26.  It will 
be at John and Dianne's home a 10:00 AM.  Regular members are 
welcome. 

     I look forward to seeing everyone at the general meeting on 
Wednesday, September 1, at the Club house.  6:30 to 7:00 is so-
cial time.  The meeting starts at 7:00 and ends at 8:00. 

 

Chuck Grabowsky 

mafca news 
The MAFCA National Tour has entered into 
the record books as a rousing success. The 
scenery was unbeatable, the tour member 
company wonderful and the Model A contin-
gent was marvelous as it wended its way into 
and out of the striking destinations. I do 
hope you were able to be there to see it all 
for yourself. Even if you weren't able to be 
there in person, here are some photos to 
help you understand what participants were 
able to enjoy.  

The last national event of 2021 is going to be held in Fort Worth, 
Texas. The National Awards Banquet (NAB) is scheduled for De-
cember 2nd through 4th. Come see the great history of cattle 
the industry within walking distance of your hotel. And, if you 
have a mind to, we welcome you to be a guest at our MAFCA 
meeting of the Board of Directors. This will be the final meeting 
for the 2021 Board and the first meeting of the 2022 Board. In 
addition, literary awards, fashion awards, and other awards of 
distinction will be presented at the banquet. 

At the banquet you will learn who was elected to serve on the 
Board of Directors for 2022 through 2023. If you can find a way 
to join us for this exciting event, we would love to have you. 

We know that some parts of our country are suffering under a 
renewed volume of COVID-19 patients. Please be safe and keep 
your family safe. We want you to be able to enjoy touring in 
your Model A whenever you would like to do so. 

I look forward to seeing you out on the Model A roads.             
Bill Truesdell, 2021 National President 

HAVE SOME FUN WHILE HELPING US OUT 

How would you like to throw a party for your favorite friends 
in the greatest location in the United States? Here is your 
chance! 

MAFCA is seeking a host for the 2024 National Convention! 

We know that your chapter, special interest group or region 
is in a great location!  

Contact Happy Begg, (mafca.vp@gmail.com) today! 

September 11: INTERNATIONAL MODEL "A" FORD DAY 

 

September 17 & 18: 11th Annual Model A Day 

 

October 6-8: Hershey Swap Meet (make a stop and visit MAFCA) 

 

December 2-5: MAFCA's National Awards Banquet 

Hosted by: Cowtown A's 

Contact: Jordon Douglass 817-580-8125 

 

January 29-30, 2022 - Turlock, CA 

Hosts: Modesto Area A's 

Website: http://www.turlockswapmeet.com 
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meeting minutes 
Minutes from the August 

Palomar Model A Club Meeting 

 

Call To Order:  The August 4, 2021, meeting of the Palomar 
Model A Ford Club was called to order by President Chuck 
Grabowsky at 7:02 p.m. We had 35 Club members attend. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Steve Curry. 

Minutes:  A motion was made by Keith Thamer to accept the 
July minutes as published in the Reflector. A second was made 
by Clyde Marion; the motion passed.    

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Greg Wilson reported that there 
had been no activity for the last month and reported the bank 
balance as of July 31. David Frazee gave us a bill for the stamps 
purchase for mailing the Reflector and the bill from Print Pros. 
After a motion to pay these bills, the motion was passed.   

Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  John Frazee introduced our new 
members Sandy Wagner and Chuck Fiebke. Chuck has a 1930 
Coupe.  

Short Tour Report:  We have a tour planned Saturday, August 7, 
to the Kruegel’s for a luncheon and tour of Howard’s garage. 
Members will either meet at the Clubhouse, or drive down to 
Chula Vista separately, with a planned meeting time of noon. 
John Frazee has planned our September tour to a mobile home 
park in Carlsbad. Ice cream will be served, and it is requested 
that we decorate our cars in “Labor Day” festive colors (red, 
white, blue) for the parade around the park. The Breakfast Club 
meetings will start up again; the first one scheduled is Wednes-
day, August 25, at the Village Pie Shop in Carlsbad. 

Long Tour Report:  There are no long tours planned, but we dis-
cussed the Orcutt All Ford Show and Swap Meet scheduled for 
September 11th, put on by the Santa Maria A’s. Bruce Howe said 
he would be driving up. John announced that from his request 
last meeting, Jon and Anna Velasco have volunteered to take 
over Raffle duties, and John and Judy Burrell will become our 
Librarians.  

So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  

Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson was not at the meeting, 
but Chuck said items were still for sale at the back table.  

Reflector Director’s Report:  Chuck said he thought the July Re-
flector was excellent, and commented on David Frazee’s hard 
work putting them together.  

Tech Director:  Chuck had no additional news on his rebuilt en-
gine, but did say he put in a new water pump.  

Raffle:  Jon and Anna Velasco conducted the raffle and did a 
wonderful job right out of the gate. The 50/50 was won by new 
member Sandy Wagner, and the Attendance Prize winner was 
Howard Kruegel. Joe Williams was the Birthday Prize winner. 

Membership:  No new news.  

Public Relations:  Club meeting dates and events are given to 
the San Diego Union Tribune, and we also put our Club’s current 
tour information in the MAFCA Restorer.  

Old Business:  John told us he had received this year’s infor-
mation for the raffle that is conducted each year by the Pasade-
na High School Model A Club. This year they have a 1929 Fordor 
the students are restoring. The tickets are $100 each, and John 
made a motion for the Club to buy one. The motion was second-
ed by Wayne Moore and was approved by the members.  

New Business:  David told us that Mike Stephens is selling his 
1931 Victoria and it is listed on Craigslist. John indicated another 
past member, Frank Young, is selling his 1931 DeLux Phaeton for 
the price of $39,500. If you would like more information, please 
give John a call. Our next Board of Directors meeting is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. on August 26th, again at the Frazee home. All 
members are welcome to attend! 

Hospitality:  Anthony thanked members who brought refresh-
ments to tonight’s meeting, and we had Jeanette Smith, Peggy 
Williams, and Mark Greenlee volunteer to bring the September 
meeting refreshments.  

Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary 

Bill Horn’s grandson, Asher, enjoyed Cruising Grand on the 13th. 
Bill and a son drove his cabriolet and his ‘31 standard coupe, and 
Bruce and Janette drove their AA panel.  Other members in 
attendance were Ed Simpson, and Anthony and Donna Lugo. 

https://sandiego.craigslist.org/nsd/cto/d/vista-model-victoria-leatherback/7359522695.html
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ber 1 
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Camino Hills 

September 4 

Walt & Carla Hib-

bard’s Anniver-
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6 Erin Ter-

ry’s Birth-

day, Sep-
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Anniversary Septem-
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12 John Burrell’s 

Birthday, Septem-

ber 13 

14 Hark Hervey’s Birth-
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Kim Wright’s 

Birthday, Sep-
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son’s Anniversary, 
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21 Breakfast Meeting at 
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Furbush’s 

Birthday, 

Sept 23 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 Ray 

Matthews’ 

Birthday Sep-
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september calendar 

1931 Pickup  
Late 1931 1 ton stake side Short bed pick-up. Cab frame, engine, 
& trans all original. Body off restoration. All new wiring, lights, 
interior, belt, hose, glass, generator, & battery. Rebuilt original 4 
cylinder and 4 speed transmission. Single barrel carburetor. 
Roughly an hour ran on new engine. Custom mahogany stake 
bed. Rims powder coat red, garage kept, truck cover, spare parts 
$22,500 
Contact: Dolores Roth, delightfuldee.46@gmail.com  
San Marcos, California -- 760 798 9721/ 760 522 0566  

 

 

 

1931 Victoria Leatherback 
Older restoration in Excellent condition that runs and drives ex-
cellent! Pressurized Radiator - always runs cool. Comes with a 
Ryan overdrive and an F 100 steering box - Steers so nice 
6 Volt alternator 
 
It has a Mohair interior, Pull down shades in rear windows and 
Rear flower vases. Registered with a original 1931 CA plates  
$22,500 

Contact: Mike Stephens, mikeinthewind@gmail.com  

Oceanside, California — 760 626 7420 
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local tour 
Butterfly Farms Tour  

Encinitas 

We had a neat “pop-up” tour this last Thursday. David Frazee led 
a short day tour to Encinitas to the Butterfly Farms. We had 
three Model A’s and three moderns arrive at the Club House at 9 
a.m. Of the sixteen attendees, Anthony Lugo brought his two 
grandsons and the Thamer’s had their two granddaughters 
along. David and Karyn Frazee invited friends Fred, Ramona and 
Joe Colwell. It turns out, Fred Colwell was David’s best man at 
David and Karyn’s wedding long ago! The day was nice and sun-
ny, and perfect weather to take a little drive down Rancho Santa 
Fe all the way to the coast.  

The best time to see the butterflies would be January, but this 
facility isn’t open then for visitors. But in the vivarium, which is a 
butterfly free-flight house, there were quite a number of differ-
ent local species. The vivarium had many shrubs and trees, 
which are natural draws to the butterflies. As we strolled around 
through the structure, lots of different local plants were covered 
with the colorful butterflies. The four children were quite taken 
with the whole scene! Rory, an incoming fifth-grader, wrote 
down every species we saw in her notebook. 

If you were so inclined, the Butterfly Farms also sold various siz-
es of the shrubs, and several of us went home with plants to try 
to create our own butterfly haven. After our visit, some of the 
group went out for lunch at Everest Himalayan, a restaurant 
close by serving  Nepali, Indian and Tibetan food. 

Neat tour, and as always, so very nice to get out-and-about with 
our Model A friends! 

Linda Thamer 
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long tours 
Sunny Saturday Luncheon   

In Chula Vista 

This last Saturday, August 7th, the Club was invited to come on 
down to Howard and Barbara Kruegel’s home for a luncheon 
and tour of Howard’s garage. Our weather (and the traffic!) was 
perfect for our get together in their beautiful home. We had 27 
people arrive, mostly in moderns, but we did have three brave 
the drive in their Model A’s: Chuck Grabowsky, Wayne Moore, 
and Bill Horn.  

Howard and Barbara had arranged a great lunch of turkey, ham, 
or beef croissant sandwiches with potato salad and chips. We all 
sat at tables and visited – something we have certainly missed 
for the last year and a half! We had ice cream treats for dessert, 
then had a raffle to continue the festive mood. The raffle had 
great items, some in secret bags, and Wayne Moore led off the 
winnings with a ceramic Chihuahua dog. We also had a wooden 
Americana tray, small tool box, timing gear, Coleman light, sev-
eral bottles of wine, and other fun stuff. The raffle proceeds will 
make it into the Club treasury as a donation from the Kruegels. 
We had the opportunity to guess how many butterscotch can-
dies were in a large jar, and Greg Wilson made off with that 
prize. 

Then we made our way down to the garage where Howard, 
Clyde, and Joe are working on putting together a new Burtz en-
gine, something that has all the Model A’ers quite interested in. 
It will be quite the thing, and we’ll keep track of their progress. 

It was a very fun and entertaining afternoon, and next week we 
will have two opportunities to do some Model A touring: a 
butterfly event in Encinitas on Thursday, August 12th , and 
Crusin’ Grand in Escondido on Friday, August 13th. Try to fit one 
of the tours into your schedule, Model A or modern! 

Linda Thamer 
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the great frame up 
vol.33 Attaching the rear fenders 

53. Assembly of Tudor body assembly with rear fenders, right 
and left hand and wheel carrier assembly, tail light and license 
bracket assembly. 

Back when I was 12 or 13, my dad brought home a sport coupe 
body.  It looked something like this, but I believe that someone 
also drove a caterpillar tractor over one side, crushing it.   

Today, when I was looking for information on problems attach-
ing rear fenders and their solutions, I thought of my great desire 
to fix it up.  The foolishness of youth!  By the way, the pictured 
body is for sale up in Minnesota, for $1350. It comes without a 
warranty though. Buyer Beware!.. Ha Ha. 

Assuming that the body you’ve found is in similar condition and 
you still feel that it’s worth it to fix it up, how would you attach 
the rear fenders?   

To start off with, I would buy a rear inner fender patch panel for 
about $80 per pair, plus shipping.  With them, I’d have to buy a 
set of eight rear fender mount studs. As I would be welding the 
patch panels, I would also weld the mount studs.  If, on the oth-
er hand, I simply had to replace a single broken stud from 
among the four, I would chose to cut out the old one and braze 
in the new as the heat required is less (between 700 and 850 
degrees Fahrenheit, versus about 10,000 degrees) and therefore 
would be unlikely to misshapen the rest of the fender.   

Brazing is not as strong of a bond, but it is much faster to do, 
there are three other bolts nearby for security, and wouldn’t 
require the extensive preparation and finishing; however, if an 
entire patch panel is necessary, that amount of preparation and 
finishing would already be a part of the installation.  

Another project would undoubtedly be clearing or replacing the 
three nuts welded inside the sub rail, or body bracket, that are 
there for the rear fender brace to be bolted into. It might have 
been impossible to remove the fenders because of the extreme 
rust, and so the bolt heads were cut apart. This would leave a 
little rusted in plug in place. Fortunately, I found instructions for 

drilling them and cleaning them using left-handed drill bits. I 
didn’t even know that there were left-handed drill bits before! 

But then, what do you do if the nut has come lose from its 
welds, or the threads have been stripped, on the inside of the 
sub-rail?   

After you cuss a bunch, then you order a Helicoil 5/16—24 inch 
fine thread repair kit It seems a bit pricey at $42 for just that 
repair.  You might, if you buy a rust bucket like that above, buy 
the deluxe multi-size kit ready for dozens 
of repairs for just $95, but, note that every 
multi-size kit seems to only have course 
threads available.  You would have to pur-
chase a 5/16—18 inch course thread bolts 
instead.  Following the instructions is quite 
simple, though, and many users report that 
after the repair, the hold was good as new.  

In conclusion, I’m glad that I didn’t contin-
ue working on a project with which I was 
destined to fail, but watching multiple 
helpful videos, I have confidence that given 
only a bit of a problem, there are workable 
solutions even for a weekend hobbyist 
without a lot of experience like myself. 

http://www.2040-cars.com/ford/model-a/1928-ford-model-a-sport-coupe-body-doors-and-parts-like-1929-1930-and-1931-416940/
https://www.mikes-afordable.com/product/A381.html
https://www.mikes-afordable.com/product/A081MB.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjRMbBl_Tbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjRMbBl_Tbs
http://www.madelectrical.com/workshop/broken-bolts.shtml
https://www.amazon.com/Helicoil-5528-5-16-24-Thread-Repair/dp/B0002SRF8U
https://www.amazon.com/Helicoil-5528-5-16-24-Thread-Repair/dp/B0002SRF8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46bIm2xaLuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46bIm2xaLuc
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era fashion trends 
The First Transatlantic Airplane Passenger 

I enjoy finding some of the many thousands of people who had 
their 15 minutes of fame during the Model A Era, and seeing 
what became of them. 

You might have quite a debate on your hands trying to identify 
who was the first transatlantic airplane passenger. Wikipedia 
claims that it was Charles A. Levine aboard the Columbia days 
after Lindbergh—he was the plane’s owner and owner of the 
Columbia Aircraft Company with partner Giuseppe Bellanca, but 
he was also listed as “co-pilot” and actually smuggled the plane 
out of France after it had been seized in a lawsuit. You might 
argue that the millionaire financier, Ehrenfried Günther Freiherr 
von Hünefeld, who rode with two pilots on the Bremen 
(Reflector: April 2019) would qualify as he was not a pilot, but he 
did understand mechanics, helped design the plane, operated 
the radio, and was there in case of mechanical trouble.  (There 
are two pages I found which say he was also a pilot, but he is not 
commonly referred to that way.)  Then there was Amelia Ear-
hart’s first trip about the Friendship in June 1928 (Reflector: June 
2020) but then she was also a pilot. 

One person who was very truly no more than dead weight on 
what was then the 11th transatlantic flight, billed as the “First 
transatlantic air race” was stowaway, Arthur Schreiber. 

On June 13, 1929, the French Oiseau Canari or Yellow Bird took 
off with the American Green Flash. It seemed that the Yellow 
Bird would easily cruise to the win after the Green Flash flipped 
on the sand of Old Orchard Beach, Maine.  

Four hours into the flight, however, a young man with a fanati-
cism towards Charles Lindbergh, crawled from the small space 
by the tail, and made his presence known to the plane’s owner 
Armand Lotti.  

(Side note: Lotti was blind in one eye, as was von Hünefeld and 
Wiley Post. You’d think that was a prerequisite for being an avia-
tion pioneer!) 

The plane’s pilot, Jean Assollant, had complained that the 
weight of the gasoline made it almost impossible to take off, but 
now, over the Atlantic, the danger had become apparent.  They 
had to debate whether to push him overboard to save their own 
lives. 

Schreiber mentioned that he was unemployed, and down on his 
luck, and was hoping to become a rich celebrity by making this 
flight.  The three crew decided to throw over the equivalent 
weight in whiskey fur coats and baggage, but Lotti demanded 
that any money that Schreiber made be split by the two pilots 
and a large donation be made as well to a widows and children’s 
fund for lost pilots. 

Flying through a storm, unable to see the stars, only flying by 
compass, they decided to change course southward toward the 
Azores, hoping to sight the islands and recalibrate their position.  
It was a waste of fuel, and rather than making it to their distina-
tion, Paris, they ended up landing on a beach 50 miles west of 

Bilboa on the northern Spanish coast. 

The press glommed onto Schreiber, giving him equal billing and 
turning the threesome into a quartet. One American newspaper 
offered the stowaway $11,000 for his firsthand account, a minor 
fortune at the time. Schreiber honored his matchstick contract 
and refused. Nevertheless, Lotti realized that he had to intro-
duce the American freeloader at each press event.  

Newspaper correspondents sought Arthur out, besieging him 
with many questions. “Are you a hero?” one American newspa-
perman asked him. “You will have to ask Mr. Lotti. He is handling 
my financial affairs,” Arthur replied. Lotti, cut the interview short 
by inviting Schreiber to the hangar where a reception was being 
held before the flyers proceeded to Paris. Newspapermen fol-
lowed, continuing to ask him questions. “Did you not know 
when you stowed away that you were likely to kill everybody?” 
He replied, “I did not know anything about the danger. I did not 
have any idea I might imperil their lives and when I did, I was 
awfully sorry, but they were sports and took it in the right way.” 
He was asked, “Did you lose your nerve during the trip?” 
Schreiber said, “I was scared stiff. But when I saw how cool 
those other fellows were in the face of death I did my best not 
to show how I felt.”  

Armond Lotti and Arthur Schreiber remained lifelong friends, 
Schreiber never profiting from the Yellow Bird flight as he had 
promised. Lotti died in 1993 and was buried at sea.  

Arthur, while riding with five friends, was injured in a traffic acci-
dent in September, 1929 (see next article) and months later, he 
himself married Matilda Meyer.  In the 1940 census, he sells ice 
cream in Philadelphia. He served in the Army and the Marine 
Corps, did a stint in show business, was a newspaper reporter 
and in a story about the 1959 30th anniversary of the flight, he 
was a long time dog catcher for the Los Angeles County Pound. 
In later years he divorced and married twice more and manufac-
tured Jewelry Sparkle a jewelry cleaner. In 1977 was president of 
the Hollywood Comedy Club. Schreiber died in Oxnard, Califor-
nia on February 20, 1997; his 90th birthday.   

You can listen to this story at the Useless Information Podcast. 

 

From left: Assollant, Lefèvre, Lotti and Arthur Schreiber pose 
for the press at Le Bourget Airport on the outskirts of Paris. 

https://uselessinformation.org/the-first-transatlantic-airplane-race/
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happy story 
When is an obituary a happy story?  When it’s not true, of 
course, and that was the case with the many articles refer-
ring to the imminent death of Arthur Schreiber on Septem-
ber 23rd, 1929. 

The genealogy website, Familysearch, even had that date 
listed as his date of death, the proof, supposedly, was found 
in the “obituary” of that date in the San Diego Union. 

The specifics are that Arthur asked his father to borrow his 
roadster for a trip down to Boston for a show. Six adults in 
one roadster. Maurice Drees, the driver, was looking to pass 
a car on the Newburyport Turnpike in Massachusetts, but 
the driver of that car sped up, then tried to force him into 
an uncoming car.  Drees tried to pull back into his lane, but 
the momentum of the car made it overturn and roll two or 
three times.  Occupants were thrown in all directions; one 
woman was thrown twenty feet into a ditch. 

Everyone was injured somewhat.  William Meiser and his 
young bride Marjorie had cuts, but it also induced early la-
bor, and the baby girl was stillborn.  Edward Blumenthal had 
a broken collarbone and possibly broken ribs and his fiancé, 
Gertrude Woods had cuts and abrasions. Drees had an arm 
injury. But Arthur had a fractured skull and suspected inter-
nal injuries which left him in critical condition not expected 
to survive the night. 

When his mother, Hermina, heard the extent of his injuries 
over the phone, she collapsed.  She also recovered, living 
until 1961 and age 89. 

The next morning, miraculously, Arthur was not only con-
scious, but able to answer the questions of James T. French, 
the accident investigator with the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles. 

Two years and five days after the accident, Marjorie Meisler 
gave birth to another daughter. This one was born healthy, 
talented, and pretty, working as a model  in Boston in the 
1950s with the Hart Agency. 



Palomar Model A Ford Club 

North San Diego County 
2410 Appian Rd Carlsbad, CA 92010  
Phone: 760-729-4865  
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com   

The Reflector is published in Escondido, CA after the 20th of each 
month with item deadlines on the 15th. For questions on The 
Reflector, contact the editor, David Frazee at 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

29 smile 
Back in 1994, David McAr-
thur of Danville, Calif, saw 
an advertisement for a 
1929 roadster once 
owned by the producer, 
writer, and director of the 
television show, Candid 
Camera, Allen Funt. He 
towed it home, but at a 
corner when he turned, it 
went straight. Going to 
the 2008 Convention in 
Texas, a front wheel got 
lose, spun over a hill, and 
was never found. You’d 
think that Funt had a 
camera hiding some-
where nearby, waiting to 
say, “Smile!” 
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