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photo page 
For Halloween, I am posting the scariest photos I could find: 
Zombie Model A’s in auto graveyards.  The final photo has a 
huge number of cars; my question is, “is one of them, just one, a 
Model A?” 
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president’s message 
We are coming to the end of the year, and the club has a couple 
tasks to accomplish.  First and foremost is to choose the Board 
Members for next year.  This will include new members to serve 
as the President, Secretary, Short Tour Director, Tech Director, 
and Membership Chair.  We will have a volunteer for Long Tour 
Director for the club vote, already. The other Board members 
have said they would stay on the Board for another year.  Club 
members need to step up and volunteer for these positions or 
we will not have a club!    

You do not have to be an expert on any of these positions.  When 
I was elected to be the President, I did not have a clue what the 
details of the President's job were, but I got a lot of help from 
former Presidents and I think I was able to do a reasonable job.   

We have an installation lunch on December 11th, so we have 
only two months to form our new board.  I encourage you to 
volunteer and get involved with the club. I have gotten more out 
of the club then I’ve put into it by a long shot.  You will have the 
same experience. 

Greg Wilson and I went to the Hunter Steak House to confirm our 
installation lunch and get a menu.  I will have copies at the next 
club meeting and the details of cost etc.  When we pass out these 
menus, you can choose what meal you want. 

I had a good time on the last short tour. It was good to get out 
with other Model A's, even if it was short.  The Mobile Home 
Park treated us to ice cream and cookies, which hit the spot on a 
hot afternoon.  

We will have a Board Meeting on October 5, at the Frazee's 
home at 10:00 AM, general club members are welcome. 

 

Chuck Grabowsky 

mafca news 
From Your Chapter Coordinator Robert Bullard  

As the year heads toward the finish line, I’m sure everyone is 
finding plenty to do. This is the time of year that the Chapters 
are finalizing plans for their fall tours, Christmas party details are 
being finalized and every chapter is canvasing members to fill 
2022 Officer and Board positions. It is a great time to consider 
volunteering for a position. Usually the time involved is not that 
great and the reward for guiding and leading your local Chapter 
is very fulfilling. Good leaders are always needed at every level 
of our Model A hobby.  

Rick Black of the Borderland A’s in Las Cruces, N.M. just posted a 
year end reminder on their website that is worth repeating to 
all:  

“Each year, MAFCA evaluates chapter websites and 
newsletters for awards at the National Awards banquet. 
If your chapter has been sending copies of your news-
letters to chapters@mafca.com, your newsletter is auto-
matically considered for an award.  

If you are proud of your chapter website, please send an 
email to chapters@mafca.com and request that your 
website be considered. Please include your chapter 
name, the website address, and the name of your web-
master.  

MAFCA Service Awards are also given out each year at 
the annual awards banquet to members nominated by 

their chapters for outstanding service to the chapter. The 
rules for this award and application form can be found in 
the Policy Part 2 Section 5-I, which you can find in the 
members only area of the MAFCA website. Nomination 
forms must reach the Chapter Coordinator no later than 
October 15 to be considered.”  

Don’t miss out on having your chapter website considered for a 
MAFCA national award. Please get your recommendation sub-
mitted soon as time is running out. Also, most clubs have that 
special member that goes the extra mile to help other members, 
a local chapter or the Model A hobby in general. Now is the time 
to consider nominating that person for a MAFCA Service Award.  

Drive carefully and “I’ll see you down the road”.  

Robert  

https://www.mafca.com/members_only/policies/P2S05-I_Service_Award.pdf
mailto:chapters@mafca.com


3 

meeting minutes 
Call To Order:  The September 1, 2021, meeting of the Palomar 
Model A Ford Club was called to order by President Chuck 
Grabowsky at 7:01 p.m. We had 34 Club members in attend-
ance. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Vice President Ed 
Simpson. 

Minutes:  A motion was made by Joe Williams to accept the Au-
gust minutes as published in the Reflector. A second was made 
by John Frazee; the motion passed.    

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Greg Wilson reported on the bal-
ance in the Club bank account. There were two bill presented: 
the August printing of the Reflector from Print Pros, and the Club 
website fees paid by Sheila Saxman. Motions were made and 
seconded to pay these bills; they both passed. Greg told us the 
ticket had arrived that the Club purchased, and a motion was 
made to make it part of October’s raffle. This ticket is for the 
Pasadena High School Model A Club’s raffle of a 1929 Murray 
Body Fordor. The motion passed. 

Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  Steve and Irene DeAmbrogio 
were visiting this meeting, and they signed up to be members. 
They have a 1928 Special Coupe that Steve finally has the time 
to work on.  

Short Tour Report: John Frazee gave us the details for the Satur-
day, September 4th tour to the mobile home park in Carlsbad. 
We will meet at the clubhouse at 1 p.m. to get to the gate by 
1:30. Ice cream will be served.  

Long Tour Report:  The Orcutt All Ford Show and Swap Meet is 
the only long tour on the horizon. It is scheduled for September 
11th, put on by the Santa Maria A’s.  

So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  

Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson told us we have lots of the 
royal blue t-shirts for sale, and a very few white ones. Also avail-

able are hats, lapel pins, and stickers.  

Reflector Director’s Report: David Frazee was not at the 
meeting, but members had received the September Reflector.  

Tech Director:  This month Howard Kruegel gave the Tech Talk. 
He brought information on the new Burtz engine, a 130 horse, 
5000 rpm very popular new engine. The cost is $3950, which 
includes the crankshaft, engine block, and rods.  

Raffle:  Jon and Anna Velasco conducted the raffle. The Club will 
have a new method next meeting called the ‘Chinese Raffle’.  
Donna Lugo won the 50/50, and the Grand Prize was won by 
Mark Greenlee.  

Web Master:  Sheila Saxman was not in attendance, but it was 
brought up that the usual login on our PalomarModelAClub.org 
website is not working. Chuck will talk to Sheila and determine if 
the problem is related to a payment lag or we need a new login.  

Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel informed us that the San Die-
go Union Tribune is no longer putting in Community News, but 
she is on the lookout for other publications that might be good. 
She is getting current tour information in the Reflector each pub-
lication. 

Old Business:  Chuck spoke about the need for members to step 
up to take positions on the 2022 Board. These are the positions 
needed: President, Secretary, both Local and Long Tours, Editor, 
Membership and Tech Director.  

New Business:  Our next Board of Directors meeting is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. Tuesday,  October 5th at the Frazee home.  

Hospitality:  Anthony thanked members who brought refresh-
ments to tonight’s meeting. If any members wish, they can bring 
refreshments to the next meeting. They are always enjoyed.  

Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 

1961 Henry Jenkins 
1962 Joe Crum 
1963 Floyd Ahrend 
1964 Glen Cox 
1965 Richard Hathaway 
1966 Charles Tuck 
1967 Floyd Ahrend 
1968 Ted Lorey 
1969 Doc Morton 
1970 Steve Currie 
1971 Richard Allen 
1972 Bob Barker 
1973 Bob Barker 
1974 Dave Greer 
1975 Bob Long 

1976 Glen Benedict 
1977 George Cataline 
1978 John Frazee 
1979 Art Stradley 
1980 Loren Whitney  
1981 Herb Thornberg 
1982 Nancy Stradley 
1983 Steve Johnson 
1984 Wayne Moore 
1985 Dave Maier  
1986 Wayne Wright  
1987 Gene Meregillano 
1988 Emmett Cilley 
1989 Richard Ekenberg 
1990 Wayne Wiedle 

1991 Fred Spector 
1992 Ann Maier 
1993 Jack Perkins 
1994 Nancy Stradley 
1995 Fred Meyers 
1996 Roger Boyce 
1997 Jerry Wilson 
1998 Bruce Howe 
1999 Bob Olivari 
2000 John Frazee 
2001 Roy Sheridan 
2002 Jerry Moles 
2003 Karen Beel 
2004 David Belt 
2005 Dianne Frazee 
2006 Emmett Cilley 
2007 Bill Hussar 

2008 Fred Slikker 
2009 Clyde Marion 
2010 Clyde Marion 
2011 Arlene Belt 
2012 Arlene Belt 
2013 Karen Beel 
2014 Dave Belt 
2015 Fred Slikker 
2016 Jim Gates 
2017 Stoney Stonebreaker 
2018 Anthony Lugo 
2019 Chuck Grabowski 
2020 Chuck Grabowski 
2021 Chuck Grabowski 
 

past presidents 

Save yourself the cost of a stamp! Rather than having to mail in 
your membership renewal for 2022, consider taking your check-
book with you to the October Meeting on the 6th 

http://www.modelaengine.com/


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     Jon & Anna 
Velasco’s Anni-
versary       
October 1 

2 

3 Bruce Howe’s & Jim 
Quinlan’s Birthday & 
Hark Hervey & Peggy 
Hopkins’ Anniversary 
October 4 

5 Club Meeting Oc-
tober 6 

Alden Kay’s & 
Wes Wright’s 
Birthday October 
7 

8 Carlsbad Parks 
Tour October 9 

Dave Belt’s 
Birthday     
October 10 

 

11 12 13 Jim Glendinning’s 
Birthday October 
14 

 

15 16 

17 Linda Dixon’s Birth-
day & John & Judy 
Giuliano‘s anniver-
sary October 18 

19 20 21 22 Steve & JoAnn 
Cordtz’s Anniver-
sary October 23 

24 Sandy Wagner’s 
Birthday October 
25 

 

Barbara French 
and Mary     
Norman’s Birth-
day October 26 

27 Breakfast 
Meeting at the 
Money Pit  Octo-
ber 28 at 8:00 am 

Lisa Frazee’s 
Birthday Octo-
ber 29 

Sandy Boone’s 
Birthday October 
30 
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october calendar 

the great frame up 
Vol. 34 

54. Hang the body/rear fender assembly on an overhead con-
veyor. Place on chassis in place. 

55. Assemble to chassis and engine assembly with eight bolts, 
eight lock washers, eight nuts, four blocks and rubber assem-
blies. 

It’s interesting that in a 1929 photo, the fenders are not protect-
ed and the body is swung over on what looks like a 4x4 that runs 
through the opened windows, but the steering wheel has a large 
cloth over it.  In this photo from 1931, so much padding has 
been added, and rather than a cloth, the steering wheel appears 
to be surrounded by tape, holding the protective covering on.  
I’d love to hear the stories of poor workers scratching and tear-
ing up the new cars that influenced the changes in protection. 

So, the question for those restoring a Model A, today, “How do 
you plan to protect your chassis when you hoist the body on top 
of it? Do you think a couple of rags and a blanket will be enough, 
or are you looking forward to telling guys like me your story of 
scratching and tearing up your new car by mistake?”  Personally, 
I’m going to overdo everything like it’s fine crystal. 
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era fashion trends 
From The Whittier Daily News, Thursday, July 9, 1936: 

WICHITA, Kans.—Ben  Preston, mechanic, probably owns the 
world’s most gruesome automobile. 

His car has been assembled from parts of 25 automobiles in 
which 37 persons were killed. 

One fender was taken from a care used by Eddie Adams, notori-
ous Kansas bandit, just before he was killed by Wichita police 
several years ago. Another fender is fro  a car used by the late 
Charles (Pretty Boy) Floyd. 

Preston began a year ago to collect various parts from wrecked 
machines. He was assisted in assembling the machine by Ray 
Wilt and E. D. Frazee. It is a roadster and capable of traveling 70 
miles per hour. 

Although Preston said he does not intend to drive the car at that 
speed, he does not stand in fear of its gruesome reminders. He 
said that he assembled the machine as a hoppy, but it will stand 
out as a warning to other motorists. 

From The Nome Nugget Monday, November 21, 1938: 

OKLAHOMA CITY, Nov.—Ben Preston, an old Texas Ranger, 
doesn’t like the way automobiles are built. So, piece by piece, he 
put one together to suit himself. 

The result is a car that will go 100 miles an hour—and whose 
parts were involved in the deaths of 48 people. 

In 1935, Preston acquired the motor and chassis of a machine 
that had been crushed by a load of falling pipe. That started him 
on his hobby of collecting parts from cars in which people were 
killed. 

All over the country, people began to hear about Preston and 
sent him automobile parts. 

To qualify now for a place in the Preston ensemble, an automo-
bile part has to have at least three, preferable more deaths con-
nected with it.  If he adds new parts, they must replace ones 
that came from multiple-death cars. 

A Texas officer recently sent Preston a tap (sic) from the car in 
which the southwestern desperado, Clyde Barrow and his Bon-
nie Parker were shot to death, but Preston hasn’t yet found a 
place for it. 

The left fender was the only part that remained intact after a 
train-car race near Valley Center, Kansas. Five people in a sedan 
were killed. 

It’s hood came from a car in which a jealous wife discovered her 
husband with another woman. She shot them and then tore up 
the car with a hammer. 

A government car involved in the Kansas City Union Station 
“massacre,” supplied the steering wheel. 

So it goes—death rode along on almost every part. 

The mongrel car almost added two more to the death list.  Pres-

ton drove it into a ditch near Guthrie at 70 miles per hour.  He 
came out with a fractured arm, collar bone and shoulder and 
five ribs broken.  A hitch-hiker was tossed through a fence, but 
lived. 

Preston says he is “attached” to the death car—keeps and drives 
it as “sort of a good luck token.” 

E.D. Frazee, not a close relation to the Palomar Club Frazees. 

Like most good stories, this one consists of facts, rumors, and 
myth.  Ben Preston was born Ben Preston Burks on July 3, 1878 
in Alexander, Texas, a small village 90 miles southwest of Fort 
Worth.  His dreams were big, however.  At 18 he married Lizzie 
Abilene Thompson and soon after she bore him a son, Emmett.  
Shortly, thereafter, though, Ben can be found residing at the 
Cass County Convict Camp on the Texas/Arkansas/Louisiana Bor-
der. 

In 1910, on the census, he claims to own a sawmill and his wife 
and 12-year-old son are listed as farm laborers on his father’s 
farm, but then I find a newspaper ad for Ben Preston, the Strong 
Man of El Paso and learn from his obituary, that this was about 
the time Ben abandoned his family, and took his middle name as 
his new surname.  Could this be our man? 

In March, 1915, there is an article in the Wichita Eagle which 
says that he was moved from Kansas City to Wichita by the 

The Death Car roadster with Ray Wilt, painter, Ben Preston, 
owner, and Everett D. Frazee, mechanic. 
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fashion trends, continued 
Cattle Raisers Association of Texas to be a 
brand inspector. It’s a job he seems to do 
well, as he catches rustlers many times who 
have attempted running or fouling cattle 
brands in order to ship the steers out of Kan-
sas to the Eastern market.  In 1916 Lizzie con-
tracts tuberculosis. In November 1917, he 
makes the news because he claims to have 
lost a wad of money while riding the trolly, he 
has no idea what the amount was, possibly 
$50 or $60. He promises to reward whomever 
returns it with a portion of his treasure. 

In January 1919, Ben was arrested for pulling 
a gun on Clayton Andrews after Andrews 
struck him with an iron bar, but he was strong 
enough to maintain his composure and not 
shoot Andrews. Then R. Gasaway, trolly con-
ductor and supposed friend took the gun, 
which Ben thought reasonable since he was-
n’t going to kill Andrews simply because he 
refused to give him a refund.  But, when 
Gasaway then turned the gun on him, Ben 
knew he had to fight both armed men.  

In February 1919, he nabbed one Clarence 
Legear, an accused bandit, before he, himself, 
had been arraigned for the prior felonious 
assault. With numerous witnesses and advo-
cates coming forward, he most likely was giv-
en a very lenient sentence.  

In an October 19, 1919 interview in the Wichita Eagle Ben claims 
that he was raised on his father’s cattle ranch on the Rio Grande, 
and that he herded cattle from Arizona all the way to Montana.  
He also relates that in 1910 he was involved in a big shoot out 

with Mexican bandits in an unnamed Mexi-
can village,  and that he shot and killed so 
many bandits there is no telling how many 
of his pals’ lives he probably saved.  In the 
1920 Census, Ben is a boarder, living alone, 
in Wichita, but the interview says that eve-
ry night he comes home to “Mrs. Ben”.  

In 1926, Lizzie dies at age 48, and Emmett 
moves into the home of his Uncle John.  

In 1930, Ben bills himself as a salesman of 
oil leases.  Although it sounds like just a lot 
more showmanship on his part, there is an 
article in 1922 in which he and five other 
investors, had struck oil, so it is possibly 
true. He is unable to be found in the 1940 
Census as either Preston or Burks, and even 
though he claims to have moved to Oklaho-
ma City in 1938, the next mentions of him 
in all newspaper stories say that he is Ben 
Preston, of Wichita. 

In 1942, he is listed as a pall barer for a 
district attorney in Oklahoma City, and in 
1945 he is sued by that attorney’s biog-
rapher for backing out of the agreement to 
pay him to write and to fund publication of 
that book. 

He died on July 6th, 1961, just days after his 
83rd birthday, and was buried next to Lizzie back in Clairette 
(near Alexander), Texas, under the name Ben P. Burks. 

In 1979, his heir, Emmett dies three weeks short of his 83rd 
birthday, the last of the Erath County Burks. He had never mar-
ried.  So where the Death Car is today, may never be known. 

local tour 
Carlsbad Park Tour 

When: October 9, 2021. 

Meet: Palomar Estates East, 650 S Rancho Santa Fe Rd, San   
Marcos at 11:00 AM  

Tour to: Stagecoach Park 3420 Camino De Los Coches to see the 
ruins of the Andrés Ybarra adobe turned into a one time stage-
coach stop between Los Angeles and San Diego. Then to lunch at 
Casa de Bandini, 1901 Calle Barcelona, and then up to the Wil-
liam D. Cannon Art Gallery  1775 Dove Ln, for a self-guided tour 
of Frida Kahlo’s Garden of the Blue House exhibit. 

There are so many things to see, do, and eat, in Carlsbad, that 
it’s great to be able to do all three things in a single tour.  There 
were no photos inside the Cannon Gallery, mind you, the image 
on the right is from the garden of Kahlo’s actual Blue House.  It 
looked most appropriate for Halloween, though. 
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happy story 
Country music performer Wayne Kemp wrote the novelty 
song "One Piece At A Time” for Johnny Cash, who recorded 
it in 1976. It was Johnny’s last song to reach number one on 
the Billboard Hot Country Singles chart and the last of his 
songs to reach the Billboard Hot 100, peaking at number 29. 

The song tells the story of a poor auto worker who, over the 
years, took Cadillac parts home, and then built a hodge-
podge auto of his own. The result was a “composite” car.  

The promoters of the song asked Bruce Fitzpatrick, owner of 
Abernathy Auto Parts and Hilltop Auto Salvage in Nashville, 
TN, to build the vehicle for the publicity tour. Fitzpatrick had 
all the models of Cadillacs mentioned in the song, and built 
a car using the song as a model. The result was presented to 
Johnny in April 1976, and destroyed following the promo-
tional tour.    

In 1977, Bill Patch, of Welch OK, who liked to tinker me-
chanically with his collection of antique autos, decided to 
use his automotive know-how build his own one-piece-at-a-
time Cadillac, to help raise money for his LIONs Club civic 
center. He and his mechanics scavenged the salvage yards 
asking for any old Cadillac parts. 

He presented the car to Johnny, who loved it, and went to 
Welch to perform a series of concerts in return. Today, the 
Storytellers Hideaway Farm in Bon Aqua, TN  is proud to 
display this iconic part of Johnny Cash’s legacy.  

Destroyed Tour Model 



Palomar Model A Ford Club 

North San Diego County 
2410 Appian Rd Carlsbad, CA 92010  
Phone: 760-729-4865  
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com   

The Reflector is published in Escondido, CA after the 20th of each 
month with item deadlines on the 15th. For questions on The 
Reflector, contact the editor, David Frazee at 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

Die! Pedestrian! 
Oct 12, 1903 the Los Ange-
les Herald printed the first 
story of a hit & run with a 
pedestrian in Calif. Howard 
Manchester of Riverside, 
was crossing the street 
when a car came around 
the corner traveling at 20 
mph.  It injured him se-
verely, but he survived 
until 1937.  Early on it was 
the driver’s job to avoid 
people, but by 1928 the 
Model Municipal Traffic 
Ordinance was published 
encouraging cities to make 
it a pedestrian’s job to 
avoid cars.   

It took over 20 years for 
government to again try to 
protect walkers. Painted 
crosswalks were first in-
stalled in England in 1951 
and “Walk/Don’t Walk” 
signs were first installed in 
New York the next year. 
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