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photo page 
Everyone has a mother, but not very many mothers have both 
been members of the Palomar Model A Club, and had their chil-
dren in the Palomar A’s as well. I wish I could have gotten photo-
graphs of all of them taken during club events, but I can’t find 
any photos of Patricia Norman and Eva Lefever.  Who I could 
find include Madalyn Maier, Ophie Kruegel, Nellie Cilley, Nancy 
Stradley-DiTomaso, Mabel Frazee, Margorie Frazee, Severine 
Wright, Dianne Frazee, and Lisa Frazee.  

No doubt there were a couple more I missed, and certainly there 
must exist better photos of some with all the photos Fred Spec-
tor took (many reproduced here), so I apologize and wish every-
one a Happy Mother’s Day. If you have photos of club members 
and their Dad’s in a Model A, perfect for publication, please send 
them to the Reflector editor for inclusion next month. 
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president’s message 
It looks like the Palomar Model A Club may become active in the 
near future!!  

I have contacted the Board Members about a Board meeting. All 
the members that I was able to contact were enthusiastic about 
having a meeting. Any club member is welcome as we welcome 
input from the regular club members. The meeting will be on 
May 3, at 10:00 am at my home at 4117 Sunnyhill Dr., Carlsbad 
92008. 

I want the meeting to be short, no longer than one hour. The 
main subject will be to try to continue having our meeting place 
at the Palomar Estates Assoc. meeting hall. Jim Gates was our 
sponsor for using the hall. Since he’s passed away, we have to 
negotiate with the Association to continue to meet there. We 
have a good contact to the Association through Jim Gates's son. 
We will have to see how this all works out. 

I have reserved space at the Hunter Steak House for December 
11. That is the second Saturday of December. This is the same 
place we had our installation dinner in 2019. This is not written in 
stone so if the club can come up with something better, we can 
always cancel the Hunter Steak house. There are other subjects 
on the agenda, such as tours, etc. We will address these as time 
permits. 

I look forward to the Club getting back to normal such as holding 
regular meetings and tours. I can see light at the end of the tun-
nel. I just don't know how long the tunnel is. 

     

   Technical Talk 

HDS Machine Shop has my "C" engine, crank, and thrust bear-
ings. They will work on the cracks in the cylinder sleeve, valve 
seats first. Then they will do the thrust bearing. They said it 
would take about 6 weeks. We will see about that in 6 weeks. I 
will keep you informed as the project goes on. 

The news on the Re-Engineered Model A engine from China is 
very interesting. Larry Beel has received one. I was able to check 
it out, and here are my comments. This is not a plug and play 
engine! It comes with detailed instructions on its assembly. You 
have a good bit of work to do on the engine block, first. This in-
cludes drilling holes for the pressurized oil system. I would not 
recommend this project for a person's first engine rebuild pro-
ject. It shouldn’t be much of a problem for someone with experi-

ence rebuilding engines like Larry, though.  

This engine would be much more reliable then my almost 90-year
-old Model "C" engine. This new engine, with its modern con-
struction, could be the ultimate long tour engine. At 150 horse-
power, you could cruse at 65 mph all day long. The engine I have 
in my truck is modified to be a long touring engine.  It has a coun-
ter balanced crankshaft, thrust bearings, a "touring" cam, etc. 
Also, I have a Mitchell overdrive with a 36% gear ratio and a 3.54 
to 1, high speed rear end. 

I can easily go 70mph, but when you consider the whole vehicle 
including the suspension, going over 65mph is just not safe in my 
opinion. The big problem is the wind resistance when you go 
over 60mph. Up to 60 mph it is not bad, but over 60 mph the 
wind resistance goes up dramatically. This causes my gas mileage 
to down dramatically. I try to drive 58mph on the freeway in the 
truck lane. I get 15 to 16 mpg at his speed. If I go much over 
60mph my gas mileage goes down to 14 mpg.   

Time will tell how this new engine works out. If it is put together 
properly it will be more reliable then my almost 90-year-old en-
gine and become the ultimate long tour engine. 

It will be interesting to compare the cost of building my "C" en-
gine and the new improved engine. 

Last of all I am excited about getting the Club functioning. 

 

Chuck Grabowsky   

 

In hopes of finding how other car clubs are working towards 
opening, I checked out several groups.  No surprise that clubs in 
the Midwest and Southern US are going full throttle and men-
tion no precautions. MTFCA is somewhat similar to MAFCA in 
both scope and planned events, so they are an interesting lens 
to look through. 

The Long Beach Model T Club is, on July 17, hosting the earliest 

planned swap meet in CA, at Veteran's Stadium, 5000 Lew Davis 
St.  $5 admission.  On April 2, LA County allowed swap meets, & 
on April 12, LBMTC announced the event. Masks must be worn.  
They also have announced a general meeting, April 10, to be 
held in an industrial park, masked and socially distanced. 

Spokane MTC will host the National Tour July 8-14 at an Indian 
Casino which, as a sovereign nation is not choosing to follow 
CDC or Washington State guidelines, although they do advise 
wearing masks when in the theater and promise a clean resort. 

mtfca news 
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members lost 
Recently we lost two great ladies who had once been very active 
in the club, but had been absent from meetings for several years 
due to health considerations. 

Both were industrious, but laughed heartily at themselves and 
also, out of kindness, at “Dad jokes” and other sorts of old saws. 
Each day seemed to bring them a fresh adventure.   

Margaret R. “Peggy” Bozell  

 
AUGUST 28, 1935—MARCH 22, 2021 

Peggy was born Margaret Remington Cutts to Dr. Rollin and Dor-
othy Cutts in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Unsurprisingly, as she 
was descended from a long line of medical professionals, she 
graduated from Stanford.  She then married Rex, and moved 
near the Corpus Christy Naval Air Station, before eventual mov-
ing to San Diego County in the 1960s. 

Peggy was a great partner for Rex as tour leader for several 
years and a valued member of the club. She is survived by Rex 
and children Stephen and Suzanne,  

 

 

 

 

Doris L. Hoopes 

JULY 21, 1917 – APRIL 8, 2021 

Doris was the daughter of Thomas and Naoma Anderson.  She 
was born in Colorado, but raised in Oceanside before moving to 
San Diego where she lived the majority of her life. In 1940, she 
was maid of honor for the Edwin and Mabel Frazee wedding, 
and in 1943 she was the bride when she married police officer 
Arthur Hoopes. 

She and Art also followed the Frazees into the Palomar Model A 
Club where they were members until shortly after Art’s death in 
1991. I, personally, do not remember her driving a Model A, but 
have heard that she was indeed driving herself around town up 
to age 100. 

She is survived by daughter Barbara Jean ( wife of Bob) Ambler 
and Edward Hoopes, as well as granddaughters Ellie Ambler and 
Jaine (wife of Justin) Chapman and great granddaughter Quinn 
Chapman. 
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local tour 
The local tour at the end of March didn’t go quite all the way to 
the scenic Escondido post office, stopping just across from the 
Escondido Boys and Girl’s Club. There was only a single Model A 
as you can see, but there were also two moderns, and one 
“virtual” participant communicating by cellphone much of the 
afternoon. 

Things started exceptionally well, then in the turn lane from 
Broadway, the engine simply quit like it had run out of gas, or 
the engine wasn’t getting any spark. Going first with the no 
spark angle, loose wires were checked, as were fuses, and finally 
the distributor cap was removed. As the driver had a mask over 
his eyes as well as his mouth, he couldn’t see a spark anywhere 
at any point, so help was called for.  

Once help arrived, unincumbered by a mask over his eyes, this 
budding mechanic saw sparks everywhere (that they were sup-
posed to be).  So then we checked the gas line—the flow was 
good.  Then the carburetor—no noticeable problem.  I changed 
out that carburetor anyway—no real change.  Although, by now 
the engine, somewhat cold, started better with each part we 
removed and reinstalled. 

So, the plan was to call AAA and have them take it all the way to 
Carlsbad, but when I finally got the operator making appoint-
ments, I was told that without the super platinum member-
ship—I was only a gold, member—they wouldn’t tow it that far.  

In fact, I was lucky they sent more than an Uber in a 2004 Honda 
Civic with a tow rope.  Wait for the 2024 membership “upgrade” 
they’ve got planned. 

So, with the sun setting, and almost every moving part having 
been removed, examined, and reinstalled at least once, we de-
cided to head home and eat some well-deserved leftovers in the 
old recliner.  Such are the local tours during lockdown. 

the MAFFI patrol 
A unique AA was recently added to the Model A Ford Museum 
at Hickory Corners.  It was discovered out here in  Escondido and 
Palomar member, John Frazee, was requested to drive out, in-
spect the truck’s condition, and store it for a while until the mu-
seum can arrange for its transportation back to Michigan.   

It was hauled by flatbed to Carlsbad on the 22nd, but it can drive 
on its own.  It is “monster” large, though requiring both a deeper 
than average garage and higher than average door. 

Buy A Brick to Support MAFFI 

One of the ways that you can support the museum is to pur-
chase a brick for the walkways in front of the museum.  There 
are currently 20 spaces left in front of the museum under the 
gas station canopy but we have prepared another area and will 
be utilizing it as more orders come in.  The cut-off date is June 
1st for installation at the museum on the 2021 Model A Day.  If 
you have been thinking about ordering a brick 'In Memory' or 'In 
Honor' of someone near and dear to you, or if your club/region 
doesn't have a brick at the museum with its name on it, now 
would be a great time to do it.  Each brick is $150 and the form 
can be found at www.maffi.org. Just go to the tab that says 
Store and go to Just a Brick. There will be an order form for you 
to download. 
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future local tour 
Craftsmanship Museum Tour 

May No-Contact Tour 

Where: Meet at the Museum’s parking lot. 

When: Saturday, May 15, 2020 at 10:00 am 

Cruise to lunch Departure Time: about 11:30 am 

Museum:  3190 Lionshead Ave, Carlsbad, CA 92010  

Lunch to be decided by vote after visiting the museum 

Remember this one? It was originally scheduled as our Novem-
ber, 2020 tour.  Dave Belt believes that since the museum only 
recently reopened and folks aren’t yet aware, it will be relatively 
deserted and safe whether or not you have received your vac-
cination. Masks and distancing are still required, and Dave will 
not be conducting any demonstrations, but new video produc-
tions have been added to give you an idea of some of the inge-
nuity and patience required to produce such great miniatures. 
John Frazee has agreed to lead this one. And, as Arlene Belt’s 
birthday was just the previous Monday, it shouldn’t be too late 
to give her belated birthday wishes when you see her. 

 

 

The Tennessee Traveler is a custom built camp truck owned by 
the  RV Hall of Fame and Museum in Elkhart, Indiana.  Built on a 
157 inch AA chassis, it speeds between 25 and 30 mph. 

The 1931 Model AA Ford Housecar had been stored in a barn in 
Athens, Alabama, for over 40 years. In 1999 it was discovered 
and restored by Bobby White of Pulaski, Tennessee. After that, 
he and his wife, Ann White, donated it to the Museum for all to 
enjoy.  

from small to large 
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long tours 
June 20-25, Natl Tour to North Conway, New Hampshire 

New: The White Mountain Adventure tour committee is excited 
to add a fifth route to our menu of tour options! The Sugar Hill 
Tour is 125 miles (round trip) on beautiful New Hampshire -
Model A friendly—roads taking you on a lovely drive through the 
White Mountains. In addition to the longer tour routes, we will 
offer several short tours in and around North Conway.  

Registration: Just a reminder that if you are going to register for 
the 2021 MAFCA National Tour in North Conway, NH please do 
so before May 1st 2021 to avoid the late fee. Please also note 
that there will be no onsite registration for the tour so if you 
plan to attend you must register by mail (post - marked by June 
10th) or online through the tour website on or before June 10th 
which is the tour cut-off date for registrations. 

COVID 19 Tour Update: The 2021 National Tour Committee 
strongly recommends and encourages you to get your vaccina-
tion. NH has currently lifted out of state quarantine require-
ments for out of state visitors. The host North Conway Grand 
Hotel is requiring face masks while inside and outside on their 
property. 

Reservations: If you are planning to ride the Cog Rail Road to the 
summit of Mount Washington thecog.com 800-619-4590, the 
Conway Scenic Rail-
road excursion con-
wayscenic.com 603-
356-5251, or Mt. 
Washington boat 
cruise on Lake Winni-
pesaukee https://
cruisenh.com/ you will 
need to make reserva-
tions ahead of time. 

may calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 3 Greg Wilson’s Birthday, May 4 

Dustin Larson’s Birthday, May 4 

Chuck Grabowsky’s 
Birthday, May 5 

6 Peggy Hopkin’s 
Birthday, May 7 

Judy Burrell’s 
Birthday, May 8 

Richard Allen’s 
Birthday, May 
9 

Arlene 
Belt’s Birth-
day, May 10 

Johannah Leffingwell’s Birth-
day, May 11 

Robert & Shiela Saxman’s Anni-
versary, May 11 

Richard Dascomb & 
Cathy Tylka’s Anni-
versary, May 12 

13 14 Karyn Frazee’s 
Birthday, May 
15 

16 17 18 19 20 James Foster’s 
Birthday, May 21 

Stacie Niemann’s 
Birthday, May 21 

Roseanne Mey-
erhoff’s Birthday 
May 22 

23 24 Doug & Carolyn Armstrong’s 
Anniversary, May 25 

Brian Treserdern’s 
Birthday, May 26 

27 Henry Rivera’s 
Birthday, May 28 

Doug & Linda 
Dixon’s Anniver-
sary, May 29 

30 31      
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the great frame up 
Volume 29 

46. Grease all lubricator fittings with Alemite Air Line Lubri gun. 

47. Fill radiator with water. Assemble radiator shell to radiator 
with one cap, four screws, washers and nuts. 

48. Assemble battery (with cover in place) with two battery 
clamps, and nuts. Connect terminals in place. 

Had you ever heard of the Alemite Company? Me neither. It 
turns out that I inherited one of their Model 1054s from my fa-
ther to take care of my Model A’s, and searching Amazon for 
what products Alemite produces, it’s a quite expensive item. 
Now there are many different producers, but Alemite was the 
inventor and quite a big deal back in 1925.  They have a some-
what interesting story 

I was thinking that the strongest guy on the Rouge assembly line 
has got to have been the battery installer, and then looked for 
the weight of a battery.  A regular car battery today weighs over 
50 lbs. but I cannot find the weight of a battery at the time. 

If you are interested in buying an authentic looking 6-volt Ford 
script battery, none of the regular parts suppliers carry them, 
and if they promote any battery at all, they generally won’t ship 
them, they’ll send you to Interstate. Eckler’s promotes one, and 
says that they will ship them—empty of water—which leaves 
them still at 30 lbs, but they are currently out of stock. You can 

still buy one though, at Battery Central Mall for $379, including 
free UPS ground shipping to anywhere in the lower 48. 

In March of 1929, the plant produced over 9000 cars per day. 
The River Rouge Complex had three assembly lines that were 
right next to each other. All three of which were a third of a mile 
in length.  So conceivably three men would have installed 3000 
batteries; each at about 40 lbs, for a total weight of over 60 tons 
per day. 

And right next to them is a 
guy with a water hose. 

I’m hoping that at least 
the two guys were taking 
turns. 

bonus tech article 
Just what did 
assembly item 
46 entail? 
Click on this 
chart for de-
tails within an 
even larger 
view thanks to 
fordgarage. 
com. 

 

https://www.skf.com/alemite/about/the-alemite-story
https://www.skf.com/alemite/about/the-alemite-story
https://www.batterycentralmall.com/Batteries/TurboStart/Script/MODELA.html
http://www.fordgarage.com/pages/modelalubrication.htm
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era fashion trends 
I delight in finding fashions that originated during the Model A 
Era—1927 to 1932—and for Spring, I was hoping to come up 
with something “alive” preferably something floral.  Corsages, 
boutonnieres, and weaving flowers into a woman’s hair, it turns 
out, is hundreds of years old.  Wealthy women in the 18th cen-
tury would not only have flowers woven into their hair, but small 
vials of water as well to keep them alive longer.  

But then, there are wrist corsages, or wristlets. No one else has 
researched this, so I have nowhere to copy and paste from, but I 
certainly believe that all evidence points to the Model A era as 
to their development, and certainly their popularity. 

Women during the Civil War might tie ribbons or lace around 
their wrists as a sort of elegant decoration, but that did not ap-
pear earlier. 

Wrist watches—or watch wristlets—were first developed in the 
1880s.  The earliest wristlets were simply ribbons or leather 
bands used to tie pocket watches on a man’s wrist so he could 
quickly look at the time without pulling it from his watch pocket 
as you might have to do as a soldier carrying a rifle or as a cyclist 
seeing if you are late riding to work.  Clocks designed to be worn 
exclusively on a man’s wrist seem to appear around the turn of 
the century. 

The earliest appearance of the phrase “Wrist Corsage” was in 
the Tri-Delta Sorority yearbook for 1926, given to the officer of 
the University of Miami, Ohio Chapter, and the earliest within 
the California Digital Newspaper Collection, was within The La 
Jolla Light July 17, 1930 issue. 

Searching the Library of Congress’s Chronicling America , in the 
October 29, 1922 issue of the South Bend News-Times, (and six 
other preserved newspapers that same week) I found this item 
concerning future fashions which clothing designers expect to 
become popular.  Velvet pants, transparent brims for large hats, 
turbans for eveningwear, and, wrist corsages. 

They say: 

“Wrist corsages are a novelty, and promise to have a vogue 
among the younger set.  It is quite effective to have velvet flow-
ers matching the evening frock, twisted about the wrists to form 
bracelets.” 

It seems that within a few years, rather than velvet imitations, 
worn on both wrists, live floral arrangements, and given singu-
larly for special occasions, had become more the norm. 

I truly hoped to find a photo of a sorority girl in the twenties 
wearing a wrist corsage, but not even the illustrations in that 
1922 item included them.  The earliest example I could find was 
of Dolores Parker, the singer for the Duke Ellington Band, wear-
ing one sometime in the 1940s. 

I’ll leave it to a true historian to discover how the transition was 
made to live flowers in college sororities; I suspect when dancing  
the fox trot or Charleston with a hand on a sweaty boy’s shoul-
der, the smell of a fresh rose might be very welcome. 
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happy story 
To give wings to our memory, we must relive ours and our 
friends stories along the timeless roads of Brazil! 

So as to not appear too forgetful, I will not list off the names 
of all of my great friends of the Fordinho Club, who taught 
and helped me so much during the last 22 years. But, yes, I 
will make an exception and mention my friend and brother, 
Mateus Polizel, with whom I have shared the Club's direc-
tion for 21 years. Of the many friends I have won in the 
Club, he is the greatest. He is loyal and hardworking and 
never fails to go the extra distance for the good of the Club! 

I never become nostalgic seeing photos and films from the 
Club's past. I just feel very happy to be able to say, that I 
was a part of its story. I have always respected and valued 
the fundamental principles of this great Club, which are 
friendship, the spirit of fraternity and companionship, unit-
ed by our hobby, which are the old cars. 

Our Club is recognized and respected in the anti-motorist 
environment of Brazil, for its work and continuous efforts in 
preservation. We have great partners in countries in South 
America and we are recognized by the largest Model A Ford 
Club in the United States, Mafca. 

I congratulate the Club on its 50 years, applauding and 
thanking each member we have, in 18 states of Brazil, as 
you are all and will continue to be, the Fordinho Club -    
Brazil! 

Augusto Geraldini, President of the Fordinho Club of Brazil 



Palomar Model A Ford Club 

North San Diego County 
2410 Appian Rd Carlsbad, CA 92010  
Phone: 760-729-4865  
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com   

The Reflector is published in Escondido, CA after the 20th of each 
month with item deadlines on the 15th. For questions on The 
Reflector, contact the editor, David Frazee at 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

earliest A story 
In the Dec. 7, 1927 issue 
of the San Bernardino Sun  
the headline “Midstreet 
Parking Brings Tag 
Though ‘Twas to see 
Ford” 

Arrival of a Model A Ford 
Sedan caused such a con-
gestion of traffic in the 
vicinity of A. Osburn’s 
salesrooms on W. State 
St. this morning that E. J. 
Dunithan, a San Timoteo 
Canyon rancher could find 
no place to park his fliv-
ver, so he took a chance 
and left it in the middle of 
the street while he 
rushed into the garage to 
steal a glance at Henry 
Ford’s latest.  But motor-
cycle officer, E. L. Robin-
son was right on the job 
and now the farmer is $3 
short on a down payment 
for a new car. 
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