
I first mentioned the prolific inventor Margaret E. 
Knight (1838-1914) in the August 2019 issue 
page 8. Era Grocery Shopping, because in 1868 
she invented a machine to fold and glue paper 
bags. Much later, she established a workshop in 
Brookline, Massachusetts in hopes of developing 
a sleeve-valve engine. Between 1902 and 1904 
she patented a number of improvements to 
sleeve valve engines and in 1903 was issued a 
patent for an automatic boring tool for boring or 
planing concave or cylindrical surfaces.   

Her timing was too soon, though, and she was 
unable to get financial support for nearly a dec-
ade, and only then from a relative, Anne F. Da-
vidson. They formed the Knight-Davidson, or K-D 
Motor Co. (Anne’s daughter Beatrice called her 
“Aunt Maggie” and Anne’s maiden name was in-
deed Knight, but Anne’s father was George and 
Margaret’s was James. I was unable to follow ei-
ther family farther back, and they were born in 
distant states from the other.) 

In 1913 Moore & Munger manufactured a 
Charles R. Greuter-designed phaeton body for 
the Knight-Davidson prototype. Knight displayed 

the finished vehicle at that fall’s Boston Automo-
bile Show hoping to license her sleeve-valve en-
gine to an established automobile manufacturer.     
Beatrice reported that several prototypes were 
ordered at a $6000 price. 

Unfortunately Knight died before any licensing 
agreements and no further Moore & Munger vehi-
cles are known to have been constructed with her 
engine. Of note, Margaret was unrelated to 
Charles Knight, the inventor of a sleeve-valve en-
gine that did go on to series production as part of 
the Willies-Knight company. 

F 
lorence 
Lawrence, 
a silent film 
star, later 

became the presi-
dent of her moth-
er’s company, 

Bridgwood Manufacturing, a producer of after-
market automobile features. Both mother and 
daughter were also brilliant inventors. Her mother 
invented a patent for a type of windshield wiper in 
1917, while Lawrence invented the first car turn 
signal, or “auto-signaling arm,” and the brake sig-
nal for automobiles. However, Lawrence did not 
patent her inventions and did not receive any 
profits from licensing her work, just manufactur-
ing them.  

Marie 
Luhring 
made his-
tory by 
becoming 
the first 
female 
truck    
designer 
and distinguishing herself as one of the top de-
signers in the country when she was hired in 
1920 by Mack Truck. 

Unfortunately, none of these women survived into 
the Forties when several American women were 
hired as designers by major automobile manufac-
turers. 
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Minutes from February 

Greetings all.   

I hope everyone is enjoying our cool winter 
weather. A little bit of rain and a little bit of sun. 
We are so lucky to live in Southern California. 

Speaking of perfect weather, our tour to the Surf 
Museum in Oceanside was, as I said, per-
fect.  Thanks, Ed, for organizing and leading the 
way on our adventure to the coast.  The museum 
staff was warm and helpful and the venue was 
entertaining.  A short walk to lunch was a great 
chance to chat and stretch our legs. 

Next month, Clyde is taking us to Camp Pend-
leton. That should be a very fun tour with several 
museums to see.  I hope to have my truck out of 
mothballs by that time. I will bring a tow strap just 
in case. 

I hope to see everyone at the meeting on March 
first. We will have a guest speaker Karla Maxwell 
speaking on restoring automobile emblems. I'm 
sorry I couldn't give my spiel on beekeeping but 
our meeting was running late.  We did get a lot 
accomplished, but I promise I will try to keep it 
short and sweet for future meetings. 

I'm so glad that I have an opportunity to be a 

part of a group like ours. I can't wait to see you at 
our meeting. 

The Prez 

President’s Message 

The meeting of the Palomar A’s was called to   or-
der by President, Mark Greenlee at 7:04 PM.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance to the America Flag was led 
by Greg Wilson. 

A motion was made by David Frazee to approve 
the minutes of the January meeting as published in 
the Reflector, seconded by Stoney Stonebreaker. 
Motion carried. 

Bruce Furbush read the balance in the treasury.  
Bill presented from Print Pros for publication of Re-
flector for $20.31. Ed Simpson made a motion to 
pay bill, seconded by Larry Beel.  Motion carried.  
Mark stated that he, Ed Simpson and Bruce Fur-
bush are now the official signers on the checking 
account, and the bank will continue to send paper 
statements to the Club. The bank account was es-
tablished in 1977, however, Ed Simpson has been 
a holder in the bank since 1948. 

There were no visitors at the meeting.  Linda 
Thamer announced that a number of people went 

to the Celebration of Life for Jim King, long time 
member who passed away on December 26, 2022.  
A letter was read from Jimmy King, son of Jim, 
stating he would be taking over the care of Jim’s 
Model A’s, and coming to the meetings. 

Mark then talked about the upcoming tours and 
events.  

There will be a trip to the Surf Museum in 
Oceanside, led by Ed Simpson.  We will leave from 
the Palomar Estates at 10:00 AM.  Cost will be $5 
for Seniors and $7 for others.  David Frazee stated 
that February is Museum Month, and you could get 
discount tickets at San Diego County libraries.  
Was not sure if this would apply to this tour or not.  

Clyde Marion will be leading a trip to Camp Pend-
leton on March 4, 2023. This tour will leave from 
the Palomar Estates at 9:30 AM.  Officials at Pend-
leton need each person to have a Driver’s License 
or CA Identification Card, Registration, Photo ID, 
Insurance Card and sign waiver to go on tour.  Will 
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be going to the Santa Margarita Hacienda, the 
original quarters of the commandant  at Pend-
leton, and on to other points of interest including 
the LVT Museum.  Lunch will be after the tour. 

On May 6, there will be a tour led by Stoney 
Stonebreaker to the San Diego Auto Museum.  
This was to have been in April, however, Howard 
Krugel is having knee surgery so date is in May.  
After trip to Museum, all to go to Krugel’s house, if 
it can be worked out. This date could be changed.  
More information will be at the next meeting. 

Bruce Howe then talked about the Long Tours, 
first of them to be February 10 – 12 with a trip to 
Laughlin.  Will be there for a concert with Crystal 
Gayle on Friday, a poker run and BBQ on Satur-
day.  Reservations to be at Don Laughlin’s River-
side Hotel.  

Next tour to be the Orange County Pancake 
Breakfast on March 19.  Bruce and Jeanette will 
be going for an overnight stay at the Best Western 
Orange Plaza.  If you are interested, make reser-
vations as soon as possible as hotel fills up quick-
ly. Can call 714-633-7720 and tell them you are 
with the Model A Group for special rates.  Some of 
the other members will be going up for Sunday 
only. 

In April 20-23, is the CCRG Santa Maria Jambo-
ree.  Host hotel is the Radisson, 805-928-8000, 
again mention Model A group for special rates.  
Group may leave on 19th.  Bruce will talk more 
about this at next meeting.   

The Midwest Regional meet will be in June in Col-
orado, and the National tour will be in Indiana and 
Michigan in July. In Sept. there will be an all Ford 
Car show and Swap Meet in Orcutt. Bruce handed 
out information regarding these tours. 

There was no SO Cal report. 

Ed Simpson states he still has shirts, hats, pins, 
magnets and cards for sale. See him after the 
meetng.  Judy Burrell was gifted with a club jacket 
donated by previous club member, Debbie Martin. 

David Frazee stated the Club is still mailing 11 
copies of Restorer, rest of copies are being sent 
electronically. 

David also reported we have 60 member families 
in Club.  Dues are due now, $20 per year.  If you 
want a new picture in membership book, please 
submit that to him, as well as any other info you 

want included. There were 29 people in attend-
ance at meeting. 

There was not a Tech Report this meeting.  Also, 
Public Relations reported we have been published 
in several papers as well as the Restorer. 

Only correspondence reported was MAFFI News-
letter and letter from Jimmy King. 

Anthony Lugo reported Stoney and Betty Stone-
breaker, Jim and Nancy Quinlan, and Larry and 
Karen Beel brought treats and thanked them all.  
Next month, Greg Wilson, Ed Simpson and Rick 
Spinell have volunteered to bring the treats.   It 
was talked about maybe getting a locker at the 
meeting place to keep coffee pot, however, it will 
have to be brought up to those in charge of meet-
ing place. 

It was brought up an organization that takes care 
of handicapped children would like to have some 
volunteers bring their cars for the children to see.  
David Frazee and Bill Adams volunteered. Judy 
Burell talked about how one of the T Clubs does it.  
This will be discussed at a later meeting.   

Karla Maxwell will be one of the featured speakers 
at the next meeting.  She does restorations of Au-
to Emblems and badges.  She asked that people 
bring badges to next meeting if need restoring. 

Mark asked that people see him if they want to get 
on Facebook and he will help them get started. 

Karen Beel made a motion to reimburse Bruce 
Howe for the flowers he bought for Jim King’s Cel-
ebration of Life.  Larry Beel seconded motion, and 
motion carried. David Frazee made a motion Club 
be allowed to spend up to $200 for flowers for the 
family of a deceased active member of Club, and 
motion was seconded by Jeanette Smith.  After 
some discussion by members, David amended his 
motion to be Club give $100 to charity of family’s 
choice in case of death of active member and 
Treasurer to write check, Karla Maxwell seconded 
motion, motion carried. 

Mark Greenlee suggested we invite other clubs to 
our tours and Club was in agreement. 

Clyde Marion was the winner of the birthday  raf-
fle, Bill Adams won the attendance prize and 
Bruce Howe won the 50/50. 

A motion was made by Clyde Marion to buy brick 
donations for Jim Gates, David Frazee, and Linda 
Thamer as Outstanding Members for the last 3 

Minutes continued 
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Minutes Continued 
years to continue what Club had done in the 
past.  Stoney Stonebreaker seconded motion, 
motion carried. 

A motion was made by Clyde Marion and se-
conded by Bill Adams for the President, Mark, to 
be in charge of the brick for this current 2023 
year so it will be purchased at the time the Gold-
en Bird is awarded.  Motion carried. 

David Frazee made a motion , seconded by 
Clyde Marion to donate $150 – Special Iron Lev-
el category – to the Association of California Car 
Clubs.  Motion carried. 

David Frazee made a motion to allow up to $150 
for Presidential supplies this year, Bruce Fur-
bush seconded.  It was voted to table motion un-
til future meeting. 

It was suggested by Anthony Lugo that all offic-
ers be given a membership in MAFCA as that’s 
a requirement for MAFCA participation. After a 
discussion the motion was dropped. 

David Frazee will contact Martie Wiedle regard-
ing the Model A Youth Scholarship, as she is a 
member of Palomar A’s and is on the Board in 
Charge of this project, so that the Palomar A’s 
Board will know more about this.  Will let Club 
know in March. 

It was brought up that the Club needs to update 
the Website, however, costs could be prohibi-
tive, as they could be in the thousands of dol-
lars. Bill Adams explained some of the details 
involved in this procedure.  This process will be 
checked out by different members.  

Volunteers are needed to sweep the floors and 
replace the furniture. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM. 

Submitted by Karen Beel, Secretary   

Laughlin Tour 
Jeanette and I accepted the Pomona Valley 
Model A Ford Club invitation to join them on 
the Route 66 to Laughlin Tour. 

They hosted the annual Laughlin Tour for 
many years along with an Arizona Club. We 
ended up traveling alone going over on Fri-
day.  We followed the historic Palomar route 
through Hemet, Beaumont, 29 Palms, Nee-
dles and on to Laughlin. The weather was 
good, but with high winds could only do about 
45 miles at times while traveling on I-10. 
Route 66 is closed just past Roy's in Amboy 
due to bridges being washed out. 

Friday evening we attended a Crystal Gayle 
concert at the Riverside. By chance our seats 
were directly behind Palomar A members 
Walt and Carla Hibbard and had a good op-
portunity to visit while waiting for the concert 
to begin. They discussed plans for Walt's up-
coming 95th Birthday and their 70th anniver-
sary. They drove a modern over, but Walt is 
planning to drive his Model A to the Orange 
County Pancake Breakfast. The lesson is 
don't let age slow you down. 

Saturday was a Poker Run which included a 
visit to Oatman and various locations in the 
Mojave Valley. The endpoint was at 
the  beautiful Baxter home in the Mojave Val-
ley near Needles on the Colorado River for 
a  delicious Tom Baxter BBQ.  Tom did the 
BBQ for all the Laughlin Tours. 

On Sunday we wanted to be back in time for 
the Super Bowl so we got an early start and 
traveled on the I-40 to the I-15 and made it 
home one half hour before kickoff.  Total mile-
age for the trip over and back and on Satur-
day was 690 miles 

The Pomona Valley Club members were very 
gracious hosts. 

Bruce Howe 
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Birthdays 
M. A. Morrison 1 Mar 

Peggy Williams 14 Mar 

Eric Woolen 17 Mar 

Jeannette Smith 17 Mar 

Mark Greenlee 20 Mar 

Linda Thamer 22 Mar 

Jim Gasparo 23 Mar 

Louise Greenlee 25 Mar 

Betty Stonebreaker 26 Mar 

David & Karyn Frazee 20 Mar 

Jim & Nancy Quinlan 21 Mar 

Anniversaries 

On June 27, 1928, Betty Stonebreaker 
(Stonebraker) was invited by Dr. & Mrs. T. P. Mel-
bourne of 422 South Nevada for a game of bridge 
with their friend, Dr. R. W. Blodgett. Betty was re-
cently transferred from the Riverside Pacific Tele-
phone office to that in Oceanside. 

Oceansiders might be familiar with dentist Mel-
bourne and optometrist Blodgett.  The intension 
of the night seems pretty clear with 20/20 hind-
sight.  Thomas Melbourne had married Helen 
Plausse just three months before and Stonebrak-
er and Blodgett were both single. 

The 1930 Census, though, seemed to show the 
night as unsuccessful as it has Betty unemployed, 
back with her parents and Ralph Blodgett living in 
a bachelor pad with another dentist. 

I was somewhat surprised then, that five years 
later, R.W. and Betty are married. 

After some research I found that Dr. Blodgett 
grew up in Riverside, where Betty’s father, Perry 
Stonebraker was a “Stable Handler” at the local 
fertilizer plant, but had six daughters. Their 
homes were a half mile apart and Ralph certainly 
attended school with Betty’s older sister, Lucy.  
So, the Melbournes were not the ones to intro-
duce the two. They’d met growing up. 

During the intervening five years, the two meet up 
again several times as covered in the newspa-
pers back in the day. I can’t however, find their 
wedding announcement for January 1, 1933.   

The couple had two daughters, Sharon & Sandra 

Ancestors in Action 

The Boehm Gallery at Palomar College will be 
hosting a Car Show on March 25 from 11 AM to 3 
PM and is looking for cars. If interested please 
send an email to Janet Parrish McCann before 
March 15. jparrish-mccann@palomar.edu or rbu-
lis@palomar.edu  

Palomar’s Boehm Show  

Blodgett.  Sharon, doesn’t seem to have married, 
and she died in a car accident in Ramona in 
2016.  Sandra married marine 2nd Lt. Robert B. 
Johnston, an English major she met at SDSU. 
Johnston is eventually promoted to Lt. General in 
the Marine Corps, and he served as Chief of 
Staff to General Norman Schwarzkopf in Desert 
Storm. The couple have retired to Tucson. 
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Surf Museum Tour 
Helene Rother (1908–1999) was (according to 
Wikipedia) the first woman to work as an 
(American) automotive designer.  Although far 
from it, she was the first recognized by the Au-
tomotive Hall of Fame for "her influence on the 
styling and design of vehicle interiors.” Rother 
was trained at the School of Applied Arts in 
Hamburg and later at the Bauhaus School. In 
1932, Rother gave birth to her daughter and 
lifelong companion, Ina Rother. The father, Er-
win Ackerknecht, who would later be active in 
the French Resistance and apart from her for 
years while on the run, moved them to Paris in 
1933.  For an income, Helen created popular 
jewelry shaped like animals. She fled the Nazi 
occupied France in 1940 when she and her 
daughter squeezed into a mail truck with six 
other people, along with eight show cats, a Sia-
mese cat, and a couple canaries. No one was 
going to chance leaving their prize pets to the 
Nazis. They were first evacuated to a refugee 
camp in Casa Blanca, then in 1941 to New 
York City where she was an illustrator for Mar-
vel Comics.  

After two years there, she moved to Detroit to 
work for General Motors. She joined the interior 
styling staff and was responsible for upholstery 
colors and fabrics, lighting, door hardware, and 
seat construction. 

In 1947 she established her own design con-
sulting business and was soon contracted by 
Nash Motors and styled the elegant interiors of 
most of the cars from 1948 to 1956. In 1948 
she published a technical paper with the Socie-
ty of Automotive Engineers (SAE) asking "Are 
we doing a good job in our car interiors?"  Her 
presentation at the annual conference marked 
the first time that a woman addressed the SAE. 

In 1953 she bought a 200-acre farm in far-off 
Metamora and made the 96 mile round trip 
commute to Detroit for work. 

Our February 4th tour to the Oceanside Surf Mu-
seum had the best participation since pre-
pandemic times with eighteen members and 
seven Model A’s.  Chuck’s pickup—the seventh, 
almost didn’t make it as it was hard to start. The 
missing eighth? Well, I had a similar starting 
problem with my tudor because in the year or so 
since I’d last driven it, I’d forgotten that I had to 
turn on the gas valve, and by the time I remem-
bered, I’d used up all of the battery trying to get it 
started. 

On the trip over, I enjoyed the fact that tour lead-
er, Ed Simpson, had us stop at the Southeast 
parking lot of Plaza Camino Real—our long time 
meet up spot for tours, and then by Lincoln Mid-
dle School, our long time clubhouse for meet-
ings.  On our walking tour, we also passed the 
old site of (Merrill’s Garage-see page 9) Dixon 
Ford—now the Ace Hardware store—although 
no one mentioned it.  It was at least about Model 
A history as it was about surfing history. 

Eventually all of us got to the area of Tremont 
and Pier View Way, and made our way inside.  
The Surfing Museum is really a hidden gem, and 
I’ll tell you why from an archivist’s standpoint; 
I’ve gone to several museums of famous people. 
Their personal belongings have gone to family or 
universities.  I’ve gone to museums of famous 
battlefields.  Their items have gone to the Smith-
sonian or the state archives.  The items they 
have on display at these local museums are old 
and typical of what would have belonged at 
those places, but usually, the guys with the clout 
and the government re-
sources have cleared out 
the artifacts, often times, just 
to keep them locked up in a 
box and brought out for pub-
lic view, once in a lifetime.   

I looked up surfing at the 
Smithsonian, and they do 
have a Kelly Slater surf 
board. The Oceanside Surf 
Museum has one as well, 
but it has a whole lot more. 

After enjoying the whole lot 
more, and suspecting that 
we’d all have problems find-
ing parking at the lunch loca-
tion, most of us walked the 
six blocks to Pacific Coast 



7 

March LVT Tour 
 

Spirits and Kitchen. All of us enjoyed the burg-
ers and tacos from the kitchen, but several 
enjoyed the spirits as well—all of whom were 
the non-drivers, of course. 

I heard from the docent that the museum had 
been a bar catering to the Camp Pendleton 
marines back in the day.  Makes me wonder 
what PCS&K might be in 40 years or so.  
What’s old is new.  I hope if you weren’t on 
this tour that you make it to the next tour, ra-
ther than waiting 40 years to find out. 

Meet at Palomar Estates at 9:00 AM Saturday, 
March 4, for a 9:30 departure. We’ll first go to 
the Santa Margarita Hacienda on Pendleton, 
and on to other points of interest including the 
LVT Museum and afterwards, lunch.  Officials at 
Pendleton need each person to have a Driver’s 
License or CA Identification Card, Registration, 
Photo ID, Insurance Card and to sign a waiver 
to go on the tour. We’ll see everyone, rain or 
shine. 



Frances Paget’s article on women’s fashion hitting the 
Paris Automobile Exhibition of 1928 mentioned several 
features added to show cars.  One was “coat hangers” 
and that was actually what prompted me to find the article 
in the first place.  That was the earliest article I could find 
on car coat hangers.   

It seems amazing that the airplane was invented before 
the wire coat hanger. Albert Parkhouse did so in January 
1904. Once you get past that, reading advertisements in 
which people are encouraged to give coat hangers as 
Christmas presents and hangers as contest prizes up to 
the late 1920s, is a lot easier to grasp.   

I picture early cartoons of hobos holding sticks over their 
shoulders, carrying their worldly belongings on the end, 
tied up in a rag.  Wagon trains heading west would have 
furniture with the clothes still in them; they wouldn’t pro-
vide separate boxes for clothes. The August 1910 patent 
application for the familiar steamer trunk by George H 
Wheary has the hangers built in. The row of coats is able 
to be pulled out from their half on a sliding mechanism.  
There was no idea of removing the coats while on the 
hangers and placing them into a hotel’s closet.  Why 
would anyone then want a hook to hold a coat hanger in 
your auto?   

The earliest patent for a coat hanger that I can find was 
by Frank S. Saxton from July of 1928. Rather than at-
taching it to your car, you could just slide it over your win-
dow glass.  The illustration shows it holding a single jack-
et, though, not a coat hanger. In the early 1930s screwed 
in hooks arrived and in the mid-thirties, Firestone made 
inexpensive coat hooks for your window glass that ap-
pear more suitable for using wire goat hangers than to 
actually hang your jacket or hat upon. 

In my search, I also found an early-thirties patent with a 
line of coat hooks that cantilevered out horizontally and 
had a hinged support with a suction cup you would push 
into the window glass to keep it rigid. I can’t imagine the 
suction working as soon as the car moved.   

In the mid-thirties there was a patent, which looked 
something like the Firestone glass hangers, but rather 
than a hook, it had a two-inch diameter cylinder.  What 
you would do was buy a length of wood dowel, cut it to 
size, and with two of the cylinders on opposite windows, 
hold up the dowel and from that, hang your jackets using 
wire coat hangers.  As long as you didn’t try hanging too 
much weight from it, I can imagine it working fairly well.  
I’m surprised that those sort of things aren’t readily avail-
able for Model A’s today.  Maybe it’s a case of manufac-
turers protecting people from their own stupidity of over-
loading the rod and breaking your windows?  I’d enjoy if 

A-Tech Coat Hangers 
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an adventurous member would try mak-
ing one of their own to find out if there 
are problems with it.  I can add an adden-
dum to this article and you can hawk 
them at the next MAFCA convention. 



Growing up, there was Vince Dixon Ford.  I was sure that he’d 
always owned the dealership.  He had to have sold Model A’s, 
right? Well, looking things up, Oceanside/Carlsbad has had five 
Ford dealers,.. most likely.  

The first authorized Ford dealer was Charles Darwin Merrill who 
moved to Oceanside in 1907 and first worked for the water de-
partment, and then opened a garage with his younger brother 
William in 1910 and acquired the rights to sell Model T’s.  From 
1918 to 1930, he served on the City Council, and from 1920 to 
1924, he was Oceanside’s mayor.  He retired and sold his deal-
ership in 1931, just after the 20 millionth Ford was shown off in 
town, and he died of heart failure on August 7, 1933.  

The next dealer was Charles Fincher Laverty. He spent his en-
tire life in Los Angeles except for the years between 1931 and 
1935 when he lived in Oceanside.  Laverty was getting a di-
vorce in 1931 and he married Ruth Skelly in 1932.  I’d suspect-
ed that she was from the area, and that led him down here, but 
she was also from Los Angeles. His last advertisement in the 
Blade was December 1934. I’ve found Glenn Fuller mentioned 
as a Ford salesman in 1938, but the late 1930s is a mystery. 

In March, 1941 Homer Heller, the Ford dealer in Escondido 
since 1931, purchased the dealership at Forth and Hill and 
placed Art Weishaar as manager. Weishaar stays just a year 
however, and he is replaced by Vince Dixon. 

Vincent J Dixon was born just south of Wichita, Kansas in 1910 
and moved to Long Beach as a boy where his father sold 
pumps and pipes for irrigation. He married Naomi Steadily in 
1933. Taking over as manager in May of 1942, he becomes a 
business partner with Homer Heller five years later and roughly 
five years after that, buys him out.  He dies in June of 1969 and 
his three sons take over running the company, for thirty more 
years, moving it to Car Country, Carlsbad. 

Kenneth B Grody, owned a dealership in Buena Park when he 
added 
the Dix-
on’s in 
1999.  
He lives 
in New-
port 
Beach 
with his 
wife 
Stepha-
nie. 

 

 

Local Ford Dealers 
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