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photo page 
In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, here are photos of the very first car 
to be manufactured in Ireland: The Shamrock.   Seeing these 
pictures with four different grills, two different tops, and I be-
lieve three different hubcaps, you would think that they were 
somewhat successful and quite a number were produced.  You 
would be wrong, however, as perhaps ten were ever produced 
and only seven are known to exist today. The top one was for-
merly in Harrah’s collection and now owned by Dan Holms in 
Seattle (Renton).  The one below that is owned by Dick Midkiff in 

Long Beach. He bought it for $100 in 1969. In 2002 he also found 
the remains of a second one partly buried in sand near the de-
sert town of Landers which he purchased for $200. The bottom 
one is owned by Paddy Byrne who resides in Drogheda, Ireland. 
 More on Page Six. 
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president’s message 
Well, here it is the end of February. I lucked out on the first of 
February and got my first vaccine shot at Petco Park. It was three 
hours of setting in my car and three minutes of getting the shot. I 
have an appointment for the second shot on February 27th. Only 
time will tell if they will have the vaccine that day. I think that this 
is the way the rest of the year will go. I am hoping that by the 
middle of summer this situation will be squared away and every-
one in our club who wants the vaccine will be able to get the vac-
cine. Until then it is business as usual, no meetings or tours. 

I am thinking positively and have made reservations for the 
Club's Installation Dinner for the second Saturday of December. It 
will be at the Hunter Steak House. The same place we had the 
dinner in 2019.  

Sometime in the middle of summer, I would like to have a Board 
Meeting. Hopefully Board Members will have their vaccine shots 
by then. We can discuss the Installation dinner. Also start work-
ing on getting a place to have meetings. Hopefully they will be at 
our usual Club House. We will also plan some club tours. As far as 
I am concerned, we can make plans knowing that they probably 
will have to be changed. We just adapt to the times. 

I have been mostly self-isolating since Thanksgiving. I am starting 
to rebuild a "C" engine that I talked about last month. I don't 
have a Model A to put it into, but it is a project that will keep me 
from going crazy. The guys at HDS Auto Parts and Machine Shop 
have surfaced the deck of the block and Magnafluxed it. It does 
have a few cracks and will need some Lock-N-Stitch to repair the 
cracks. I will not rebuild the engine unless we can put insert bear-
ings and a thrust bearing like Antique Engineering did on the en-
gine that I have in my truck. Larry Beel told me how to get the 

information on how to install the thrust bearings into the block 
and bearing cap. Snyder’s Antique Auto Parts has a very good 
description of the process on the internet. I explained the pro-
cess to the machinist and they said they could do the job. I will 
show them the information I downloaded from the internet to 
confirm that they can do the job. After they do the Lock-N-Stitch 
on the cracks and do the thrust bearing and insert bearings, I will 
have them put in new valve seats and cylinder sleeves. I don't 
know how all this is going to work out or how long it will take. I 
will let you know how this project progresses. When all the ma-
chine work is done, I want to put the engine together myself with 
a little help from my friends.  

I want to thank all of you in the Palomar Model A Club for helping 
me get through this pandemic. 
 

Chuck Grabowsky 

mafca news 
MAFCA has been a member of YouTube since Feb 8, 2014. How-
ever, in the last several months the webmaster has added a new 
page on the website highlighting these many old, unloved videos 
and in so doing has provided all of us a new and fresh reason to 
visit and to see what the hobby is all about. 

I learned about his efforts because of a new button pointing to 
the link to the Fashion Committee’s video What to Expect as a 
Fashion Entrant uploaded back in May. 

Most of the videos are much older and have been uploaded by a 
large and diverse group of hobbyists.  Many are great for provid-
ing you with virtual tours to National Conventions, banquets, 
and the Maffi Museum. 

Tuesday night, YouTube suggested I watch the TwinRodders vid-
eo of the 58th Annual OC Pancake Breakfast.  It’s not one of 
those linked to MAFCA, and as there is no narration, that’s prob-
ably just as well, but 7:00 in, Wayne Moore driving in is high-
lighted (at 21:30 a car almost backs into him, too), and from 1:30 
to 2:30, the camera is centered behind Bruce’s Blue Top and at 
19:10 they quickly pan the front of our club’s cars. 

In looking for other videos, I found this silent one of the 20 mil-
lionth and several other Model A’s parading through KY and TN, 
which was fun because I’ve never before seen words painted on 
its roof. I couldn’t find a newsreel introducing the Model A, but I 
did find one introducing the V8 to Oakland in 1932 that’s a lot of 
fun. 

You could certainly spend a day watching these videos. I did! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3twKfHco40ySFBYpKzfJ3A/about
https://www.mafca.com/videos.html#efc
https://www.mafca.com/videos.html#efc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sXbfi5WuGY
https://archive.org/details/20MillionthFordCarToursTNKYJune1931
https://archive.org/details/20MillionthFordCarToursTNKYJune1931
https://archive.org/details/Terrapla1932
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Sue Gasparo 
Susanne H. Gasparo, 73, of Encinitas, a member of the Palomar 
A’s since May or 2020, passed away peacefully at home on De-
cember 17, surrounded by her beloved family. 
 
She was born in Chicago, Illinois on December 16, 1947. Before 
becoming a wonderful homemaker, Sue worked as a high level 
administrative assistant for many prestigious companies. Addi-
tionally, she volunteered at her church and at her children’s and 
grandchild’s school, Holy Name of Mary, and served on the 
boards of several philanthropic organizations, including her fa-
vorite, the Braille Institute Auxiliary- East San Gabriel Valley. She 
immensely enjoyed hosting large parties and going out to dinner 
and dancing with her husband along with her treasured friends 
and family. A beloved wife and mother, her bright smile and 
outgoing personality will be dearly missed by all who had the 
pleasure of knowing her. 
 
Sue is preceded in death by her son, Matthew James; parents, 
Ignacio and Amparo Garcia; and brothers, Ignatius, William, Jo-
seph, Paul and Archie Garcia. She is survived by her beloved hus-
band of almost 50 years, Jim; daughters, Lauren (Benjamin) An-
ton and Jackie Gasparo; grandsons, Matthew and Breger; sister, 
Amy Krieger. 

the glamour of board membership  
Believe it or not, we are at that time of year when we begin 
thinking about Board of Directors elections for next year. As you 
know, we have nine officers on the Board of Directors. In even 
numbered years, we elect 5 members. In odd numbered years 
we elect 4 members. So, this year there will be four openings to 
be filled.  

We are always looking for MAFCA members who can volunteer 
their time and talents to help our club. Terms are two years 
long. It is possible to seek re-election for an additional two-year 
term. Then, it is necessary to be off the Board for at least one 
year before seeking election again.  

If you are interested, please visit our web site to get the nomina-
tion form so you can begin assembling the recommendations 
you will need to submit along with your nomination. Go to 
https://www.mafca.com/elections.html and you will find more 
information about elections. There is a document explaining 
what you can expect if you are elected. MAFCA is a business 
enterprise. It serves its members and manages members’ mon-
ey. We take those responsibilities seriously and want you to join 
us if you can help by offering your talents.  

I hope you remain safe. Best wishes. I look forward to seeing you 
on the Model A roads.  

Bill Truesdell  

2021 National President  
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local tours 
Palomar A’s Pandemic ‘No Contact’ Tours 

On Tuesday March 10th, 2020, the garage band I was playing in 
performed in public for the first time. However, two days later, 
on March 12th, San Diego County went into complete lockdown, 
so, our band’s excitement was short lived. Like the rest of us, my 
bandmates and I retreated to our pandemic hideaways we call 
home. Staying home soon became our new normal. 

It’s hard to believe it’s been almost a year since we first heard 
about this virus. Thinking back on last year, I remember finally 
feeling comfortable enough to venture out for a little shopping, I 
remember the long heat wave last summer and the cold, rain, 
winds and hail recently. But most of all, I remember our ‘no con-
tact’ tours and how much we enjoyed seeing each of you. Tour-
ing North County with friends in our A’s was truly a highlight for 
us. 

As we go into spring, as Covid cases continue to drop and as vac-
cines become more and more available, is there interest in res-
urrecting our ‘no contact’ tours? Perhaps, an April tour? Let me 
know your thoughts and suggestions.    

Be well. Stay safe. 

Jim Ball 

 

the shamrock 
Shamrock Motors, Ltd. was founded by American businessmen 
James F. Conway and William K. Curtis in Castleblaney, Mona-
ghan, Ireland. Their goal was to produce a large luxury car for 
export to the US.  

Curtis was 25 years old when he started dreaming up the Sham-
rock, and was 27 when the first prototype was rolled out in 
1959. His father, Wilbur, had made his fortune manufacturing 
office and restaurant coffee-making equipment.  

The story goes that while visiting his wife’s family in Ireland, the 
Maloneys, Curtis was struck by the terrible poverty and decided 
that he would build a factory there to help the Irish economy, 
employing up to 2,400 people and build 10,000 cars per year. 

The two men hired Alvin 'Spike' Rhino or Rhiando, an ex 500-cc 
Formula 3 racer, to design the car. Spike was something of an 
international man of mystery. First making his name in the 1930s 
as a star of the speedway track, he was initially billed on posters 
and fliers as an Italian. After later travel, he added American and 
Canadian to his list of nationalities, while some thought that he 
was actually from south London. 

Spike gave gripping accounts of his escapades racing cars in the 
United States. In one incident, he claimed that after being hurled 
from the cockpit of his car, he picked himself up, made some 
quick repairs to the badly damaged vehicle and fought his way 
back to a third-place finish. For all his fanciful talk, it was true 
that he was an accomplished and celebrated racer. What he was 
not, in any way, was a knowledgeable car designer.  

The Shamrock’s one-piece molded fiberglass body was built on a 

ladder frame with a 98-inch wheelbase but had such long over-
hangs in all directions that it was described as looking more “like 
a parade float than a car” or as “The Irish Edsel”. One unfortu-
nate result of the design was that if the rear tire was flat, you 
had to drop the axel to change it. 

They were all 17-foot convertibles with tail fins, painted white 
and had wrap around windshields. There was an optional remov-
able hardtop designed to fit into the trunk. It had a heater but 
no radio.  

Perhaps worse for the American market, the Austin A55 engine 
was far too puny to carry its heavy frame at any respectable 
speed. The 1.5-litre power plant, sporting one SU carburetor, 
produced a meagre 53hp, had a top speed of 90 mph and could 
go from 0-60mph in an unimpressive 19.7 seconds. The inde-
pendent front suspension used coil springs, as did the live rear 
axle.  In the words of one US critic, the Shamrock looked "like a 
small English car wearing a big American car costume".  

In September 1959, Curtis told Motor Trend that the car would 
cost $2,495 and 3,000 of them would be produced that year. 
However, it didn’t happen. Plans were crushed when nobody 
wanted to buy the Shamrock. Some reports allege that after the 
factory shut its doors, the unused parts were transported to 
Lake Muckno, and dumped.   

A footnote to this story is that William’s father Wilbur divorced 
his mother in 1966 and married his mother-in-law, Gladys Malo-
ney, the year later. They were indeed an odd family with odd 
ideas.  They should have stuck to coffee. 
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the great frame up 
Volume  27 

43. Assemble muffler assembly to engine exhaust and side frame 
with muffler pipe bracket, bolt, nut, cotter pin, and tighten. 

44. Assemble battery support assembly to side and center mem-
ber with four bolts and nuts, and tighten. 

These days, most new Model A owners are buying cars restored 
twenty or thirty years ago and they are contemplating restoring 
them in 2021 to upgrade the car’s looks or performance.  So, the 
question will possibly come up, “Should I replace the existing 
muffler?” It has most likely been driven under 100,000 miles and 
been consistently garaged.  

Reading up, 30-year-old mufflers are not made of as good mate-
rials as more modern mufflers, which are now often stainless 
steel. I’ve read that cars making a large number of short drives 
on surface streets, don’t heat up enough to evaporate all of the 
moisture that collects inside, and the combination of the two 
would mean that mufflers would have to be replaced every 5 to 
10 years in the past. 

From my own personal experience, mufflers and exhaust mani-
folds with holes or leaks tend to backfire—a lot. 

Removing all exhaust restrictions is a method of improving en-
gine performance. Engines need exhaust back pressure for eve-
rything from basic air flow to reducing air pollution. However, 
increased back pressure levels can cause increased emissions, 
increased fuel consumption, and caustic compounds eat through 
the vehicle body panels as well. Solids from unburned fuel can 
combine with rain and adhere to body surfaces. 

Mufflers with holes and cheap mufflers bought today, have lots 
of drawbacks ultimately.  So, I “went shopping” to compare the 
various manufacturers—not just prices– figuring that if a poorly 
made muffler had a high price, that didn’t make it better, but, 
sadly, the distributors, Mac’s, Snyder’s, C.W. Moss, Bratton’s, 
none of them mention the name of the manufacturer.  Fortu-
nately, one highly recommended manufacturer, Aries of Med-
ford, Oregon, sells directly, and considering Snyder’s uses the 
same numbers, descriptions, and prices, it’s a clue that Aries is 

their manufacturer. 

On the other hand, C.W. Moss’s muffler is about $100 less than 
any manufactured by Aries, so although I can’t say who manu-
factures theirs—I can tell you who doesn’t.  Mac’s and Bratton’s 
are roughly the same prices as listed by Aries, generally a bit 
lower, so until I can find more on the subject, buying from them 
would be a shot in the dark. 

Matthew Petitjean has uploaded a video to Youtube that com-
pares his old muffler to a new Aries high performance muffler. 
At 5:12 you can hear back and forth. 

In a longer video, Paul Shinn shows not only a muffler replace-
ment, but also improving the fitting of the manifold and replac-
ing a damaged gasket.  It’s better instruction, but it is not an 
Aries high performance muffler, and he doesn’t mention where 
he got it, you can hear that it’s a bit louder.  He got a lot of com-
ments about his A’s oil filter, too.  You might want to check out 
the video, just for that. 

coupe for sale 
Daisy is a 1931 Sport Coupe restored to its original condition in 
1977. It was owned and driven by Diana Swenson of Sunriver, 
Oregon for over 30 years. 

Now that Diana has passed, her 
husband Lloyd is selling the car.  
He is taking offers, asking for 
$25,000 initially. He can be con-
tacted at 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yO6yV0ZUITo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylGWKvNvbmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylGWKvNvbmU
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long tours 
The main message from the 2021 MAFCA National Tour Com-
mittee to the White Mountains of New Hampshire is this: the 
Tour is still on – but with some modifications intended to keep 
everyone safe during the Tour. Here are the key things you need 
to know!  

• Large indoor group gatherings currently are not possible 
due to reduced seating capacity to reduce the spread of the 
Coronavirus. In order to plan and work with the host hotel:  

• The Farewell Banquet will not take place.  

• We are working with the host hotel to redesign the 
Welcome Dinner into a Welcome Event. We’ll up-
date you when this is complete.  

Currently, Tour participants will need to follow the COVID-19 
guidance from the CDC, the state of New Hampshire, and the 
North Conway Grand Hotel:  

• People will be required to observe COVID safety protocols: 
masking, distancing, symptom checks.  

• Quarantine requirement and travel restriction for partici-
pants from non-New England states  

• Quarantine in New Hampshire upon arrival, or at 
home prior to traveling to New Hampshire IF you 
travel by private transportation.  

• Out-of-state first responders and healthcare work-
ers who use PPE as part of their daily work are ex-
empt from the isolate-at-home portion of this re-
quirement.  

• However, completing vaccination at least 14 days 
prior to arrival in New Hampshire eliminates the 
quarantine requirement.  

• As well as guests who have previously tested posi-
tive for active COVID-19 infection (by PCR or anti-
gen testing) in the last 90 days. If guests had a pre-
vious infection that was more than 90 days previ-
ous, they must still follow all quarantine require-
ments, and all guests must observe COVID safety 
protocols. 

We are hopeful that these requirements will be loosened by 
June, but in the meantime please be familiar with them and plan 
accordingly.   

self quarantine requirement 

Pursuant to the Governor of New Hampshire’s Emergency Order 
27, all registered guests must attest that they are not exhibiting 
any symptoms of COVID-19. Additionally, registered guests 
checking in must provide a New England driver’s license as proof 
of residency. For non-New England guests, they must attest that 
they have quarantined at home for 10 days unless they are ex-
empt based on the previously mentioned criteria.  

 

fee adjustments and refunds 

If you have already registered for the Tour, we will refund the 
cost of the Farewell Banquet and an amount to be determined 
depending on the nature of the Welcome Event when you arrive 
for the Tour.  

If you are about to register for the Tour, please do not register 
for the Farewell Banquet. The costs for other events remain the 
same. Refunds related to the revised Welcome Event will be 
provided when you arrive for the Tour.  

parking  

The New Hampshire Lakes Region Model A Club has arranged for 
trailer and tow vehicle parking in a designated area on site at the 
North Conway Grand Hotel. Neither the North Conway Grand or 
Green Granite Inn will allow trailer parking in their general hotel 
parking areas. The $10.00 fee for parking your trailer and tow 
vehicle is a one-time charge and is paid with your tour registra-
tion (not to the hotel).  

shipping your “A”  

Vintage Antique Classic Cars of 444 Governor Wentworth Hwy 
Melvin Village, NH 03850 has been approved to receive your 
Model A’s via your Transport trucking company starting five (5) 
days prior to the start of the tour or between the dates of Mon-
day June 14th through Friday June 18th. No one will be available 
to receive your A after this date.  

Storage of your A while awaiting your arrival will be outside on 
private property. A NLRMAC member knowledgeable of the op-
eration of Model A’s will assist in the unloading and loading of 
your Model A.  

MAFCA, NHLRMAC or Vintage Antique Classic Cars will not be 
liable for any damage if so incurred while being unloaded, stored 
and reloaded for return shipment.  

conclusion 

Thank you for your continued support for the 2021 National 
Tour! I’m happy to say that the main event, touring in the beau-
tiful Lakes Region of New Hampshire, is a go. Please get in touch 
with me if you have any questions regarding the Tour.  

Mark Smith, 2021 National Tour Chair  
Tel: (603) 544-2230,  
(508) 864-7806  
Email: smithmh@gmail.com  
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happy story  
The Powell Airplane was originally built by Elmer and Henry 
Nickle as a Texaco service station on the Clinton Highway in 
Powell, Tennessee, just north of Knoxville. Over the years it 
served also as a liquor store, produce stand and used car lot.  

In 2002, Tom Milligan passed it and saw two bulldozers 
sitting in front. Wanting to preserve the landmark structure, 
he helped convince the previous owners to sell the property 
to concerned restorationists. At that point, much of the 
wooden interior and framing had rotted, the roof leaked, 
and the cladding was rusting, missing, or damaged.  

Early in the restoration, Tom Householder, a Powell native 
and manager of the local Home Depot, became interested. 
He had read about the plane's plight. Householder recalled, 
"…It's been a historic thing, even back to when I was a kid." 
He made the decision to donate lumber, screws, scaffolding, 
and other construction material.  

In 2015 woodworking students at Anderson County Career 
& Technical Center crafted a new propeller. In 2018 the 
group donated the fully restored Airplane to Knox Heritage 
which was able to place it on the  National Register of     
Historic Places 15 months ago. 

That’s not the only restoration though. In 2017, a barber 
renting The Plane closed the shop expecting to retire after 
back surgery, but in 2019, after making a full recovery and 
having 1500 comments on his social media accounts, he 
decided he too needed to reopen. 



li’l orphan radio 
Capitalizing on the popu-
larity of the #1 comic strip 
at the time, NBC began 
producing a 15 minute 
radio show based on Little 
Orphan Annie beginning 
April 6, 1931, sponsored 
by Ovaltine. It contained 
7 minutes of Ovaltine ads 
on every show. The voice 
of Annie was played by 
Shirley Cole who would 
have turned 100, Feb 21. 
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