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F ord’s Garage is more than just a 
neighborhood burger and beer joint, it 

gives customer’s the feeling of being on a 
Hollywood movie set or within a 1920’s 
service station. Decorations include vin-
tage Ford vehicles, gas pumps, and fix-
tures. Their bars feature prohibition-style 
elements of old brick, rich wood, and a 
hand-hammered copper bar top.  

The original location opened in 2012 in his-
toric downtown Fort Myers, less than a 
mile from Henry Ford’s winter residence 
and it’s quickly expanded to twenty loca-
tions, interesting potential franchisees with 
an average store volume of over five mil-
lion dollars.  

The twentieth location, which opened just 
this month, is in part of the old Le Blond 
Machine Tool Co. plant in Norwood, Ohio, 
just outside of Cincinnati.  

Richard Knight Le Blond, founded the 
company in 1887 to manufacture metal 
lathes but also spindle drills and other mill-
ing machines. The Norwood facility was 
built in 1917, designed by the Cincinnati 
firm of Zettel and Rapp. It exemplified the 
“factory beautiful” school of industrial de-
sign. Designers took advantage of natural 
lighting, in addition to installing state-of-the
-art electric lighting. Workers’ locker rooms 
were equipped with showers and modern 
washrooms. Other amenities included an 
employee dining hall, an infirmary and a 
coffee-service area. The outside grounds 
resembled a park, complete with a lake, 
fountain, stone bridge and pavilion.   

The restaurant has a collection of four 
Model A’s, a ‘29 roadster, and ‘31 Victoria, 
SW Fordor, and steel topped AA.  They 
even have an online store to buy trade-
marked clothing and accessories including 
a “craft milk” onesie for your infant and a 
bandana collar for your dog. 
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Where now you can get a tower of onion 
rings on an old funnel, you sit under the 
stack of factory powerhouse.. 

In 1927 LeBlond bailed out the bankrupt 
Schacht Truck company, taking over 
financial control, and in 1936, the Ahrens-
Fox Fire Engine Company, all of Cincinnati. 

https://www.fordsgarageusa.com/
https://www.fordsgarageusa.com/
https://www.edisonfordwinterestates.org/
http://www.karenfurst.com/blog/genealogy/surnames/leblond/richard-knight-leblond-1864-1953/
https://www.fordsgaragegear.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahrens-Fox_Fire_Engine_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahrens-Fox_Fire_Engine_Company
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Heritage Park in old San Marcos.  All the 
restored buildings were closed that day, 
but we a enjoyed a good look-see all 
around, and, as always, our cars gener-
ated many curious inquiries.  More mem-
bers joined us for lunch and lively con-
versation followed.  I counted ten in our 
group. 

This coming meeting ought to be good 
as we await stories from the last long 
tour.  David Frazee has the floor this 
time for a techno-puzzler for us all. 

Meanwhile, back at the chicken ranch…  

Both Model A trucks rested in silence.  
All my thoughts centered around the 
coveted driver’s license that became 
such a right of passage for a sixteen-
year-old. 

The family car at that time was a 1951 
four-door, sea-foam green Studebaker 
Champion. It had a gutless six-cylinder 
motor and a “slush-box” hydromatic 
transmission.  It was hard for me to 
dream of much fun in that car. 

San Bernardino was a cool, car town, 
and the Studebaker was a sure “dog” for 
a driver.  In retrospect, I think it was a 
good premeditate parental move to save 
that Studebaker and keep their son’s hot
-footed ambitions damped down. 

My fantasies festered. I was always 
good at scrounging up stuff.  Over time I 
scoured  nice, chrome windshield frame, 
a dual carb “log” manifold (six bucks), a 
32 Ford front bumper, and a set of spin-

ner hubcaps off an Oldsmobile. 

I my head, my dream wagon was damn 
near drivable.. 

Well, life goes on, I made it through high 
school, then on for more studies.  I kinda 
forgot about the Model A’s.  One day the 
scrap metal man made a pass thru town, 
the price of iron was up, and my dad cut 
a deal. The roadster pickup left our 
place, reconfigured in dimensions alone 
with lots of other rusty metal off the 
ranch, loaded up on the bed of his flat 
bed truck. The ‘new’ Model A pickup lan-
guished in the feed house and finally 
sold, I think for $150.00… stay tuned. 

Ed Simpson. 

 

M ay’s meeting was cancelled at the last 
moment as asbestos was found in the 

clubhouse during renovation.  I called some 
members and the rest got emails.  Hope 
there were not screw ups. We used to have 
a phone tree alert system, maybe it should 
be restored? Did everyone get the word?   

Prior to leaving on last week’s Monday 
lunch tour, I surveyed the clubhouse project. 
It looks like a major interior paint job is in 
progress.  A posted notice said that all 
should be completed by May 24.  We 
should be good to go again come June. 

May’s lunch tour was fun for all.  There were 
three Model A’s on the way to lunch visiting 

The Message from President Ed 

David Hasselhoff with a 1951 sea-foam 

green fordor Studebaker Champion. 
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Call To Order:  President Ed Simpson 
was not in attendance, as the meeting 
room at Palomar Estates East was closed 
for remodeling, but the meeting was 
called to order promptly at 7:00 p.m. 
sharp anyway.  
Minutes:  Linda Thamer was not in at-
tendance, but she was well aware that we 
did not have a quorum of members.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Greg Wilson was 
not in attendance.   
Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  There 
were no visitors. 
Short Tour Report: David Frazee was 
not in attendance.  Lunch in June will be 
held at the Fallbrook Ribshack at 76 and I
-15 on June 13th. 
Long Tour Report:  Bruce Howe was not 
in attendance.  
So Cal Report:  There was not a SoCal 
meeting.  
Vice President’s Report:  Mark Green-
lee was not in attendance.  
Reflector Director’s Report:  David 
Frazee was not in attendance.  
Membership:  The Membership Chair-
person might have attended, but no one 
else was able to verify that.  
Tech Director:  Echoes of former tech 
talks were heard throughout the darkened 
meeting room.  
Web Master:  Sheila Saxman was not in 
attendance.  
Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel was 
not in attendance.  
Correspondence:  No correspondence 
this month.  

Old Business: It was decided to table 
old business until the June meeting. 
New Business:  No new business. 
Hospitality:  Anthony and Donna Lugo 
were not in attendance, however, they 
wished to convey their gratitude for those 
members who brought refreshments to 
tonight’s meeting.  
Monkey Business/Show and Tell:  No 
one was able to identify the mystery tool 
that David Frazee brought to the meeting.  
It was suggested that he bring it back at 
the next meeting on Wednesday, June 
1st, when Clyde Marion would no doubt 
identify the tool within ten seconds. 
Raffle:  Jon and Anna Velasco were not 
in attendance.  
Adjournment:  There being no further 
business, the meeting adjourned at 7:01 
p.m. 
 
Humorously submitted by David Frazee, 
Reflector Editor  

Minutes of the Cancelled May Meeting 

I would like to  
remind you that 
we have pro-
claimed May as 
Model A Youth 
month. We have 
joined forces with 
the Model A 
Youth Restora-
tion Award and 
the Model A 
Youth Scholar-
ship organization. 
Check out our 
website for more 

information on these fine organizations. I 
would like to ask each chapter and group to 
actively promote the hobby with our young 
people. Our chapter is hosting a BBQ at a 
members ranch where we will have a variety 
of Model A’s on display. We have invited 
everyone to bring their children and grand-
children. There will be opportunities to check 
out the cars and honk the horns. Those with 
drivers licenses will take the wheel and de-
velop their driving skills. If we provide memo-
rable experiences, these young people will 
develop a love for the Model A just like we 
enjoy. Remember we have the A World Mag-
azine available for the children. You can sub-
scribe by sending your email address 
to Aworld@mafca.com. This is a wonderful 
electronic publication written by our editor, 
Sherry Winkinhofer. I hope you can do your 
part to share your car with grandchildren and 
neighbors. 

Happy Motoring, Jay McCord  

May is Model A Youth Month 
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M ay’s lunch tour was fun, but sparsely 
attended partially due to the last mi-

nute cancelation of the May club meeting 
and the promotion of the food and tour 
beforehand. 

As it turns out, coincidentally, all three 
drivers had trucks and facial hair.  It may 
sound silly, but maybe to get bigger turn 
outs, we’ll need to sneak into member’s 
homes and hide their razors. 

One thing also, was that my truck didn’t 
have any problems whatsoever. I’m be-
ginning to think it’s a drama queen and 
only acts up in front of a large audience.  
Maybe if I painted it a much brighter col-
or, something that would make it stand 
out, mechanically it would run like a 
Swiss watch. 

So anyway, we had a lot of fun.  We more 

than doubled our number when we ar-
rived. Our waitress shared in our good 
times, and the food was also delicious. I, 
and a few others, admitted that we hadn’t 
been to Mama ‘n Papa’s for several 
years, but I suspect we will all make a re-
turn visit a lot sooner now that we’ve 
been reminded of what we’ve been miss-
ing all this time. David Frazee 

June Lunch Tour: Fallbrook Rib Shack Local Tour to Mama n Papa’s Pizzeria 

L unch Tour Date: June 13 

Time: 10:00 @ Palomar Estates 

Expected Arrival: 11:00 

Location: Fallbrook Rib Shack 

3235 Old Hwy 395, Fallbrook, CA  

Phone: (760) 731-9133  

The plan is to start out on some of the same 
roads as last month, but this time continue 
until we get to Old 395 and head north mak-
ing a stop at Waterwise Botanicals, which 
seems like most nurseries except for its large 
size and collection.  For example, they carry 
20 species of drought tolerant grasses.  
Home Depot online in comparison shows 51, 
but includes a variety of the same plant in 
different sized pots, Flax and English Ivy., 
and each is only available by ordering them 
online. 

After the short stop, we’ll travel on to the Rib 
Shack, located quite near to Nessy Burgers. 
and enjoy our choice of several sandwiches, 
roast meats, and comforting sides.  No 
doubt, everyone will find something to enjoy 
at each stop. 

https://www.waterwisebotanicals.com/
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T he drilled hole in the steering sector 
shaft, through which the lubricant in 

the steering gear housing was carried to 
the sector shaft bushings, has now been 
discontinued. Sector shaft bushings are 
now lubricated by means of a lubricator 
fitting placed in the steering gear housing. 
(See A, Fig 570) Lubricant should be 
forced into this fitting every 2,000 miles. 

Should an instance arise where it is nec-
essary to install the present design sector 
in an old steering gear assembly, it will be 
necessary to install a lubricator fitting in 
the housing. This is done by drilling a 
21/64” hole 2-3/32” back from the center 
line of flange where housing is bolted to 
frame. (See Fig 571) The hole should be 
drilled through housing and sector bush-
ing and then tapped with a standard 1/8” 
pipe tap. When tapping the hole do not 
tap too deep. The hole should be tapped 
just deep enough so that when the lubri-
cator fitting is screwed down tightly ap-
proximately two threads on the fitting will 
remain above the surface of the housing. 
(See Fig 571) 

You fill the steering gear box with the very 
heavy and thick 600W oil and you squirt a 
little grease into this fitting that you are 
adding.  The grease will lubricate the sec-
tor shaft and it will form a little bit of a bar-
rier that will slow down (not stop) the 
600W gear oil from seeping out the sector 
shaft. 

Jim Cannon’s Tech Tips 

Grease Fitting Added to 7 Tooth Steering Gear 

R ick Spinello 

2221 Rainbow Road 

Fallbrook, CA 92028 

Home Phone: 760-703-0965 

Email: RickSpinello@gmail.com  

Birthday: May 30 

Owns a 1930 Model A Chassis in progress 

New Member 

Plans for building a Revell 1931 Woody model. 
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on hand. Fred Harvey (Harvey Girls) had 
restaurants and hotels all along the rail-
roads with many in National Parks. (See 
article on Blue Plate Special on page 8) 

There was a swap meet and Howard 
claims this was the first swap meet he 
had ever been to where he did not buy 
something. He seemed to be feeling 
okay, and most of the items were truck 
related. 

We looked for the closest restaurant for 
lunch and ended up at the Bombshelter 
Restaurant at Skydive Perris. I assumed 
from seeing occasional parachutes in the 
air driving by on the freeway it was a 
small center somewhat like the 
Oceanside airport. Skydive Perris is one 
of the largest skydiving centers in the 

world and a major facility. Several hun-
dred people were there, planes were tak-
ing off every few minutes, and people 
were jumping out of perfectly good air-
planes. 

It was an enjoyable day and an oppor-
tunity to observe other peoples hobbies 
of old trucks, railroads, and skydivers. 

Bruce Howe 

Perris Truck Show 

F ive members in three Model A's attend-
ed the 37th Annual ANTIQUE TRUCK 

SHOW at the Southern California Railway 
Museum in Perris on Saturday May 7th. For 
some unknown reason no ladies chose to 
attend. Attendees were Howard Kruegel, 
Fred Slikker, Clyde Marion, Joe Williams, 
and Bruce Howe. It was about an 80 mile 
roundtrip mostly on the freeway. Coming 
home we had some heavy stop and go traffic 
on Hwy 215. 

There were trucks of all varieties, sizes, and 
ages, and even a couple of Model As. There 
was also a Model AA Truck converted to a 
rail car from the Narrow Gauge Railroad Mu-
seum. The Railway Museum is worth the visit 
and has many interesting trains and exhibits 
to view, and train and trolley rides are availa-
ble. The Fred Harvey Museum was open 
with a couple of very knowledgeable docents 

Best of Show, Light Duty 1949 Diamond T owned by 

Michael McQueen Old Iron Express Newsletter 

Best Display of Rust, 1948 Diamond T Tanker owned 

by Tom Reim Old Iron Express Newsletter 

https://skydiveperris.com/other/bombshelter-bar-grill
https://skydiveperris.com/other/bombshelter-bar-grill
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I originally wanted to find advertisements 
for little girl’s purses. They’re adorable. 
Especially when you find out what treas-
ures they’re carrying, like rocks, Legos, 
and a sock; and so you look down and 
see that they have one sock on and one 
sock off. 

Sadly, the earliest advertisement I found 
was in the LA Evening Citizen just before 
Thanksgiving, 1945, for the “Margaret 
O’Brien Collection” at the Broadway just 
in time for Christmas shoppers. 

Earlier than that, I only found the oft re-
peated quote, ”The sweetest thing in 
purses is when a pretty girl purses her 
lips.” (Maybe “Girl Handbags” is what I 
wanted to search?). 

Anyway, I figured that none of my own 
family would have bought a designer 
handbag for an aunt  when they were 

girls in 1931; they wouldn’t have had the 
money.  What they might have done was 
to use a flour sack to make a drawstring 
clutch.   

So, I was in luck finding examples of both 
a tiny version of an adult’s purse and an 
ad for a book which includes a pattern for 
using flour sacks to make a child’s purse. 

Bluebird Flour still sells flour in linen 
sacks. You can order it on Amazon.  If 
you use the 
flour to 
make cook-
ies, the 
sweetest 
thing in 
purses won’t 
be lips. 

Touring Coupe For Sale 

 

 A fter many years of enjoyment it's time 
to pass our 1930 Model A Coupe 

along to someone else. We are asking a 
discounted $16,900.00 CASH to anyone 
either in or referred thru the club.   

This is a great touring car as it has a tour-
ing engine and a 4 speed syncro tranny 
plus many extra features for touring like a 
top end CB. Custom interior with a dash 
that includes a tachometer, vacuum gage, 
temp. gage turn indicator lights, and alter-
nator indicator light, electronic ignition, 
hight compression head, 12v system w/
separate circuit breakers for each system, 
restored in 2010, new roof wood and rub-
ber top, repainted with 2 part epoxy paint, 
and boxes & boxes of extra parts and man-
uals.  

If interested contact us thru e-mail da-
varb55@gmail.com or phone 760-913-
5184. Dave & Ar-
lene Belt   

Children’s Accessories—Purses 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_O%27Brien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_O%27Brien
https://www.amazon.com/Bluebird-Flour-10-cloth-sack/dp/B076B9C1SQ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=G62W05XEILRB&keywords=bluebird+flour&qid=1653542536&sprefix=bluebird+flou%2Caps%2C378&sr=8-1
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Blue Plate Special 

I f you look up the origin of the term Blue 
Plate Special, you will undoubtedly find it 

attributed to a menu for the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe railroad restaurants, operated 
by Fred Harvey.  It has even been 
“established” as being first printed on Octo-
ber 22, 1892 by Daniel Rogov. 

That might be true, however, it appears very 
unlikely that the words used were intended at 
that time to identify a low-cost menu choice 
offered because the chef had plans to cook a 
large amount of that one item that day.  In-
stead, as all of Fred Harvey’s dishes were 
white with a blue chain pattern around the 
rims, and railroad car menus of 1892 did not 
have prices allowing diners to compare for 
value, if meals were referred to as a “blue 
plate special” it would have referred to abso-
lutely everything which Fred Harvey offered. 

The term as we understand it appears to 
come from roadside cafes springing up 
alongside the budding highway systems of 
the early 1920’s in which, you might not rec-
ognize the best offerings at each restaurant, 
but you could recognize what each consid-
ered their best value. I theorize that rather 
than Fred Harvey—where everything was on 
an actual blue plate– the color blue was cho-
sen because in the US, blue was the color 
distinguishing first place in county fairs. (Red 
was the color in Canada and the UK.) 

In order to make this blue story fit with the 
golden theme for this anniversary volume of 
The Reflector, Fred Harvey’s blue plates 
would have been served of the Golden Gate 
Ltd.: The passenger train between Oakland 
and Bakersfield on the ATSF, which, with the 

addition of bus service, provided transport 
between San Francisco and Los Angeles be-
tween 1938 and 1968. 

A Fred Harvey Dining Car Menu published 

April 8, 1909 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1  Judy Giuliano  

Club Meeting at    

7 PM 

2 3 4 

5  Alyssa Morgosh 

Craig    Barbara 
French 

6  Dave    Arlene 
Belt 

7 8 9  George     Judy  
Leitner 

10 11 

12  Kathy Marion 13 Lunch Tour to 
the Fallbrook Rib-
shack meet at P. 
E. at 10:00  

14 15 16  Anthony     
Donna Lugo 

17  Nancy DiTo-
maso 

18 

19  Joe       Peggy 
Williams 

20 21 22 Kyle Matthews 23  Pam       
Treserdern 

24 25 

26 

 

27 28 29 JoAnn Cordtz  30   

June 2022 
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