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photo page 
Let’s celebrate fathers with children and grandchildren who 
were both members of the Palomar Club.  Pictured are Dad’s 
John Frazee, Wayne Wright, Ernie Frazee, Howard Kruegel, Ed-
win Frazee, Jim Norman, Sr., Art Stradley, and Emmett Cilley.  

Phil Maiers is not pictured, but he did make the cover of the 
May issue. 
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president’s message 
We had a productive Board meeting on May 3. In attendance 
were myself, Greg Wilson, Linda and Keith Thamer, Dianne and 
John Frazee, Ed Simpson , and non board member Bruce Howe. 
We took care of the regular Club business. Then we went to work 
on finding a meeting place for our next Club meeting. When Jim 
Gates passed away we lost our connection to the Palomar Estates 
Clubhouse. Bruce Howe will take charge of this important pro-
ject. 

Tours are now a real thing. John Frazee will lead a tour to the 
Miniature Museum on May 15th. We all owe David Frazee a big 
thanks for keeping the Reflector going. He also received an award 
for coming up with Pandemic Press. 

In the last Technical Talk I showed my ignorance of the model A's 
differential. John Frazee set me straight and that is one of the 
subjects of this month's Technical Talk. I was corrected for calling 
my engine a "C" engine. Fred Slikker sent me an excellent article 
on the history of the post 1931 model B engine and the correct 
name for these engines. I will cover both of these subjects in this 
month's Technical Talk. 

 

That is it for now. 

Chuck Grabowsky 

 

june calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  Judy Giuliano’s Birthday, 

June 1 

2 3 4 Craig & Barbara 

French’s Anniversary 

Time Out Café Tour 

June 5 

Dave & Arlene 

Belt’s Anniversary, 

June 6 

7 8 George & Judy Leit-

ner’s Anniversary, 

June 9 

10 11 Kathy Marion’s Birth-

day, June 12 

13 14 Carolyn Armstrong’s Birth-

day, June 15 

Anthony & Donna 

Lugo’s Anniversary, 

June 16 

Nancy DiTo-

maso’s Birthday, 

June 17 

18 Joe & Peggy Williams’ 

Anniversary, June 19 

20 21 Kyle Matthews’ Birthday 

Brian & Pam Treserdern’s 

Anniversary, June 22 

Pam Treserdern’s 

Birthday June 23 

24  Probable 

Board Meeting 

25 26 

27 28 JoAnn Cordtz’s Birthday 

June 29 

30    
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meeting minutes 
Palomar Model A Club 

Board Meeting May 3, 2021 

 

We began the meeting on Monday, May 3rd at 10 a.m. at Presi-
dent Chuck Grabowsky’s home. In attendance were Chuck, Greg 
Wilson, Bruce Howe, Linda and Keith Thamer, Dianne and John 
Frazee, David Frazee, and Ed Simpson. 

First on the agenda, Chuck told us of a health issue he is dealing 
with, and that he would not be available to be involved in Club 
matters very much for the next few months.  

Secretary Linda Thamer did not have a report as we have not 
met as a Club for over a year. But she did say she would take 
minutes and write up a report of this meeting. 

Treasurer Greg Wilson had prepared a summary of the Club’s 
current bank balance, and told us of where he had spent money 
over the last few months. The majority of cash supported the 
printing and mailing of both the Reflector and David’s new Pan-
demic Press newsletter. Greg gave us a copy of the expenses 
from our last December 2019 Christmas/Installation Dinner at 
the Hungry Hunter in preparation for this year’s event. We dis-
cussed and decided that the Club would not subsidize this year’s 
event as we did not collect dues or have any raffle income. Greg 
said he had bill for $24.13 for April and $27.19 for May Print 
Pros (Reflector), which we all approved. 

Next on the agenda, Chuck brought up our need to find a new 
location for our monthly meetings when we can start up again. 
With Jim Gate’s passing, we might not be able to meet at the 
Palomar Estates Clubhouse, so we need to contact the Associa-

tion there as a beginning. Chuck gave us several phone numbers; 
Bruce Howe stepped up to lead this search. We do still have two 
members who are residents at the mobile home park, Serita 
Harrell and Lucy Wheeler. We are hoping to have our first 
meeting in July.  

Tours were now on topic. John Frazee will lead a tour on May 
15th to the Miniature Museum, meeting there at 10 a.m., with 
lunch to be decided on after touring the collection. We dis-
cussed several possible tours in coming months, including the 
San Diego Auto Museum and maybe organizing potluck lunches 
at a local park. 

Chuck commended David Frazee for keeping the Reflector going 
out every month, even though there were not any meetings or 
tours to be included. Also, David is to be congratulated on 
MAFCA’s giving him an award for coming up with the Pandemic 
Press and giving us all excellent and informative news of the 
years surrounding our Model A’s manufacture. 

Chuck noted that the Club had our Palomar Model A’s entry in 
the MAFCA Restorer, submitted by Public Relations Barbara 
Kruegel. We discussed how she received her information in this 
COVID time. 

The Frazee’s volunteered their house for the next Board 
meeting, and we decided that it would be May 27th at 10 a.m. 
We will hopefully have updates on tours and our meeting loca-
tion by then.  

It was noted that Jim Gate’s 1930 Cabriolet was sold to friends 
of Anthony and Donna Lugo, people who live in Orange County. 

 The meeting was adjourned shortly after 11 a. m. 
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local tour 
On Saturday, May 15, 2021, the Palomar Model A Club had their 
first tour of the year, probably the shortest tour they have ever 
had, less than 2 miles.  Although it wasn’t a long tour, it was still 
enjoyed by all who participated.  Five Model A’s, five modern 
cars, and one Mar’s Rover, also known as a Sling Shot, piloted by 
Howard Kruegel and navigated by Barbara Kruegel, with a total 
of 16 members, met at The Craftsmanship Museum in Carlsbad 
for a tour of the many miniature displays. Since our own Dave 
Belt wasn’t there in person to give us a tour of the machine 
shop, they did have a video of him explaining how various tiny 
parts a made.  

After the tour of the museum, we proceeded a few blocks west 
to the Macclellan-Palomar Airport for a very enjoyable lunch at 
The Landings At Carlsbad.  Those that racked up the Model A 
tour miles were Mike and Stacie Stephens, Chuck Grabowsky, 
Bruce Howe, Wayne Moore and the John Frazee’s.  Driving their 
moderns, were the Howard Kruegel’s, the Lugo’s, Jim Foster, 
Clyde Marion and Ed Simpson.     

Now that we have started touring again, let’s hope we can get a 
few more of those A’s out of the garage and on the road.   

See you all on the June tour, John and Dianne Frazee 
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era fashions 
For Father’s Day, I’d like to write about a father who shares his 
love of classic cars—especially Model A’s—with his son or 
daughter. I can’t find one.  The closest is Love Finds Andy Hardy 
in which Judge Hardy, in the end, thinks Andy has been so help-
ful that he agrees to pay the last $8 to help Andy purchase his 
barely running 1931 Model A Roadster. 

Movie fathers usually aren’t alive, want to kill everyone in the 
galactic universe, or have sons too small—or animal-like—to 
drive. Daughters, (On Golden Pond, Dirty Dancing, Holiday) have 
it rough with grouchy, strict fathers wanting them to behave/
change, but not join them up to their elbows in motor oil. 

In place of birth fathers, there are sometimes father figures, and 
at least once, Mr. Miagi, encourages his charge to love classic 
cars.  The most famous line in the movie The Karate Kid has got 
to be “Wax on. Wax off.” as Miagi has Daniel improve his karate 
blocking skills by waxing his collection which includes a 1941 
Chevrolet light duty pick up, a 1959 Nash Metropolitan 1500 
Coupe, a 1952 Pontiac Woody Wagon, a 1951 Cadillac Sedan,  
and a yellow 1947 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible. 

Miagi isn’t precisely a collector, he simply purchased all of them 
new and cared for them respectfully, not running them into the 
ground and selling them for scrap.  The fact that Pat Morita was 
just 9-years-old in 1941 (and a young 52 when the movie came 
out in 1984 instead of the ancient karate teacher he portrays) 

would make that extremely unlikely. 

When Daniel has his birthday, his teacher allows him to choose 
one car to take out on the town to celebrate and he immediately 
chooses the ’47 Ford. Then he proceeds to use the classic ride to 
impress Ali. It’s not hard to see why she’s so smitten with the car 
and its shiny yellow paint flaunting those sculpted body panels – 
the thing is quite the looker. 

Ralph Macchio, who played Daniel, really did fall in love with this 
car while shooting the three Karate Kid movies. The production 
team took note of this and gifted the car to the teen actor when 
they were done shooting Karate Kid III. Macchio is still the proud 
owner of the Ford to this day, showing the sentimental value is 
strong. 

june local tour 
The Time Out Cafe is hosting Coffee and Cars the first Sat-
urday of each month (except July) 7 AM to 11 AM.  The 
show attracts  local classic car owners to show off their 
pride and joy. You might be familiar with them as they 
have hosted our club on several Wednesday breakfast 
meetings.  

When: Saturday June 5th, 2021 at the Restaurant 8:45 
a.m.  

Location: 1011 S Santa Fe, Vista.  



In the May, 2021 Technical Talk, I said I had a Mitchell overdrive 
with a 36% gear ratio and a differential with a 3:75 ratio.  This 
showed my ignorance on the subject of Model A differentials.  
John Frazee corrected me and there was not 3:75 ratio, but the 
most common gear ratio is 3:78.  The truth is I had no idea of 
what gear ratio I had in my differential.  I have run out of pro-
jects and so thanks for a member for giving me a project to re-
search what gear ratio was in my truck.  And how an automobile 
differential works. 

Hanson's rebuilt my differential and, in their paperwork, there 
was no note on the gear ratio.  They just reused the old parts 
that were in excellent condition.  So, I went Google to see how 
determine the gear ratio of a non-posi traction differential.  It 
boils down to determining the ratio of how many revolutions the 
rear tire travels between 2 full revolutions of the drive shaft.  
Here is the method I used to determine the gear ratio of my 
differential. 

I put wheel chocks under the two front tires and one under the 
left rear wheel.  I then put a jack stand under the right rear axel 
high enough that the right wheel would spin freely.  I removed 
the   1 1/8 hex plug of the rear grease fitting of the Mitchell 
overdrive. This gave me a visual access to the drive shaft and 
grease fitting. 

I measured the circumference of the rear right tire.  It was 7.9 

feet. I rotated the tire so I could see the grease fitting and 
made a mark on the tire, then I rotated the tire until the drive 
shaft made 2 complete rotations.  I saw that the tire rotated 5 
inches past the original mark of 8,4 feet 

I divided 7.9 by 8.4 =.940.  I multiplied .940 x 4 = 3.76.  This is 
close enough to give me a gear ratio of 3:78.  That is the stand-
ard ratio for most Model A's.  If you have an open drive shaft, 
just make a mark on the drive shaft and go through the same 
procedure. 

I referred to my engine as a"C" engine I have known for years 
that Ford never had a "C" engine, but what do you call a "B" en-
gine with a counterbalanced crank shaft that was made after 
November 1932 ?  Fed Slikker sent me an excellent article from 
the "New Secrets Magazine".  In November of 1932 the original 
Model B noncounterbalanced crankshaft was replaced with a 
one-piece forged crankshaft with counter weights. Part #(B-6303
-B).  The B engine production ended in December 1941.  The B 
engines produced before November 1932 should be called, a B 
engine with a plane crank shaft. 

The proper name for a B engine produced after November 1932 
is: a "B" with forged counterbalanced crank shaft.   

I would like to thank Fred Slikker for sending me this article.  I 
would be happy to send a copy of it to anyone who is interested. 

Chuck Grabowsky 
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the great frame up 
Volume 30.  Adding Fenders and Splash Aprons 

49. Assembly of right and left fenders to right and left running 
board shields with two gimp strips, twenty six washers, fourteen 
lock washers, fourteen bolts and nuts. This operation to be done 
on felt padded bench. Use overhead conveyor. Socket wrench. 

My goal was to find a discussion of how to fix the gaps that seem 
to show up between, usually, the front fenders and the running 
boards.  I suspect that there are sometimes gaps between the 
front fenders and the “running board shields” as well, that the 
3/16th of an inch beaded welting can’t hide, especially on cars 
with dual sidemounts, but so far I haven’t found either.   

I did find a body shop’s hundreds of photos of hot rodding a 
rusted out 1930 roadster body in which the owner desired the 
body shop to weld together the front fender with the front sec-
tion of the 1930 splash apron.  Don’t get excited hoping to see 
the finished product though, the owner ran out of money for the 
project. We know how expensive it is to restore a car with most 
parts readily available and interchangeable with very similar 
cars.  Now imagine each part being custom made, and now im-
agine the owner ordering it made one way, and then, after find-
ing drawbacks in his customization, deciding to essentially throw 
that part away and having the artisan creating a whole new cus-
tom part several times.  Who among us is afraid that our Model 
A doesn’t stand out enough and so we need to make it more eye 

catching than it is?  

It took quite a while to find something beyond advertisements 
for reproduction 
fenders, but 
eventually I 
found a link to 
Brent Terry’s 
Vintage Auto-
motive article 
on the    prob-
lems and repairs 
needed to fit 
reproduction 
front fenders.    

bonus tech article 

https://www.dannypascoemetalshaping.com/1930-ford-roadster-street-rod.html
https://www.dannypascoemetalshaping.com/1930-ford-roadster-street-rod.html
http://www.modelahouse.com/tech/fender/fender2.pdf
http://www.modelahouse.com/tech/fender/fender2.pdf
http://www.modelahouse.com/tech/fender/fender2.pdf
http://www.modelahouse.com/tech/fender/fender2.pdf
http://www.modelahouse.com/tech/fender/fender2.pdf
http://www.modelahouse.com/tech/fender/fender2.pdf
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happy story 
Hopefully it won’t bug you to see three of Truly Nolen’s pro-
motional cars; two ‘31 Victorias, (Santa Fe & Tucson) and a 
‘29 standard coupe (Tampa-St Pete, FL) 



Palomar Model A Ford Club 

North San Diego County 
2410 Appian Rd Carlsbad, CA 92010  
Phone: 760-729-4865  
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com   

The Reflector is published in Escondido, CA after the 20th of each 
month with item deadlines on the 15th. For questions on The 
Reflector, contact the editor, David Frazee at 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

A Lucky Break 
in 1955, Truly Nolen's car 
broke down and he had to 
leave it parked outside a 
mechanic's garage for a 
week while he waited for his 
next paycheck to cover the 
repairs. The car had the 
company name and phone 
number prominently dis-
played on the side. Accord-
ing to Michelle Nolen Sen-
ner, the company's current 
head of public relations (and 
Truly's daughter): "During 
that period, he received 
more calls than ever for new 
business.”  So his thought 
was if a regular car could do 
that, what could a car do 
that was Truly great! 

A MAFCA Newsletter of Merit 
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