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photo page 
July is a great month to celebrate our freedom. So as we’ve done 
for generations with pride and pageantry, we shall do for many 
more with hope and history. Here we see, among various old 
black and white parade photos, a photo of Natalie Evans driving 
her ‘31 coupe in Madison, Connecticut, and Uncle Sam on the 

mail truck displayed at the Model A Ford Museum in Hickory 
Corners, Wisconsin. 
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president’s message 
The big news is that the Palomar Model Club will be able to have 
a club meeting on the first Wednesday of July. That would be July 
7th.  We will meet at the regular meeting place.  The Palomar 
Estates West meeting hall.  Social hour is 6:30 to 7:00. Then the 
regular meeting from 7:00 to 8:00.  Of course, you attend at your 
own risk. Take precautions you see fit. Our last meeting was in 
February, 2020, so this is a great occasion for the club. 

There will be a Board meeting at John Frazee's house on July 1st, 
at 10:00 AM.  These meetings are open to the general member-
ship.  We would welcome any input for the planning for the last 
six months of the year. I look forward to the club meetings and 
tours. 

Chuck Grabowsky 

mafca news 
Look Out World, Here We Come  

Today is the day, in California at least. The State has “reopened” 
to allow people more freedom of movement and with different 
rules for masks. That means…it’s Model A time. Look out world, 
we’re on our way. Don’t hesitate. Turn the ignition key and fire 
up those 40 horses. Drive across town or across the country. Just 
get out and drive. Have fun.  

Seeing our Model A friends again is something we have waited a 
very long time to do. Now we can have lunch in a real restau-
rant, not just a picnic on the park grass. Picnics are great, but 
sitting at a table has its advantages too. However, you do it, re-
connect with those friends.  

It is exciting to know that the first copies of Tiny Tips, 2 nd Edi-
tion are in the office ready to be shipped. If you already ordered 
your copy, you can expect it to arrive directly. If you have yet to 
order, now is the time. Call the MAFCA office at 562-690-7452 to 
get your copy on its way to you as well.  

Schools are out for the summer in most locations. It’s vacation 
time again. Why not have the kids help with your Model A? They 
can help wash and dry to make it shine again. They might even 
be ready to learn how to change the oil or backflush the radia-
tor. How about having them help with repacking the front wheel 
bearings? Carrying tools, watching over your shoulder, getting 
grease under their fingernails is all part of learning how to enjoy 
the old cars. It can bring you and the young ones closer togeth-
er. You suddenly become a teacher they can absorb information 
from. What a great experience.  

If you are going to participate in Independence Day festivities on 
July 4 th , why not drive your Model A to the events? And, for 
those of you in other countries, you can do the same when your 
holidays roll around. We are so thankful that the world is begin-
ning to get a handle on the virus. All the best to you and your 
families during this happy time.  

I hope to see you along the Model A roads.  

Bill Truesdell  

2021 President 
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local tour 
Dutch Windmill in North Escondido 

When: mid-July, exact date and time to be determined. 

Meet: Palomar Estates East, 650 S Rancho Santa Fe Rd, San   
Marcos  

Tour to: Meadowbrook Village Christian Retirement Community 
100 Holland Glen, off North Broadway in Escondido  

Lunch afterwards: Debbie's Restaurant & Pie Shoppe, 740      
Nordahl Rd UNIT 114, San Marcos  

There’s an actual 86-foot-tall working Dutch windmill in North 
County—no, not the one at the former Pea Soup Anderson’s on 
Palomar Airport Road—the one at the Meadowbrook Retire-
ment Community was built in 2008/9 by Verbij Windmill Design 
& Construction. Most of the wooden parts were produced in the 
Netherlands using African belinga hardwood, then dismantled 
and shipped over.  You should really enjoy it. 

Last month’s tour to the Time Out Café was lots of fun.  We 
missed a lot of you there, so while we’re starting out the second 
half, make plans to join us. 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    Mike Stephen’s 

Birthday, July 1 

Bill & Kathy Horn’s 

Anniversary, July 2 

3 

4 5 6 Ray & Kyle 

Matthew’s Anniver-

sary 

Club Meeting July 7 

8 Brian & Erin Terry’s 

Anniversary, July 9 

10 

Cathy Tylke’s 

Birthday, July 11 

12 13 Wayne Moore’s 

Birthday, July 14 

15 John & Judy Bur-

rell’s Anniversary, 

July 16 

17 

18 19 David Frazee’s 

Birthday, July 20 

21 22 Jim & Kathy 

Glendinning’s Anni-

versary July 23 

Robert & Donna 

Payne’s Anniver-

sary, July 24 

Ken Zander’s 

Birthday, July 25 

26 Howard & Barbara 

Kruegel’s Anniver-

sary, July 27 

28 29 30 Pete & Nancy Pe-

terson’s Anniver-

sary, July 31 

july calendar 
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era fashion trends 
Keeping Up With the Kardashians is finished, but it is only mak-
ing way for the next sordid family of publicity seekers, just as it 
pushed out the Jacksons, who had themselves pushed out Joan 
and Jackie Collins. I never watched an episode, but reviewers 
have explained Kim Kardashian as trashy, but someone who sel-
dom lost control of her corporate vision, and not entirely a bad 
person. She might have intentionally released her porn video 
rather than being the victim of its release, we will never know, 
but she was able to devise a way to make a great deal more 
money from it than other women who were either similarly vic-
timized, or who were proud porn stars. 

There were quite a few people who could have been considered 
the Kardashians of the Model A Era. I am covering the Holmes /
MacDonald family because of the sensational divorce filing made 
in Santa Barbara, July 7, 1931. It was to dissolve the marriage of 
Christian R. Holmes, Jr. and Katherine MacDonald. The million-
aire and movie star having married on June 10, 1928. 

She claimed that he had caged her, burned her with cigarettes, 
shot at her multiple times, and whipped her with a cane. She 
escaped with her two children to a local hospital, hired armed 
guards, and got a restraining order so he could not take her chil-
dren, or remove her from medical treatment. 

C. R. Holmes, Jr. was the son of a distinguished Cincinnati eye 
surgeon, and Bettie Fleischmann, the daughter of Charles 
Fleischmann, the founder of the world’s largest producer of 
yeast and the second largest producer of vinegar in the world. 
Bettie was a well known philanthropist who gave away over $20 
million in her lifetime. 

Jr., shown in uniform to the right of Teddy Roosevelt Jr., married 
stage actress, Albertine Osborne Peck, just after the war and 
they had two sons, Christian Holmes, III and William Dayton 
Holmes.  Just after William’s birth, the family moved to Santa 
Barbara and besides world travel, Jr. played polo, socialized with 
movie stars like his close friend, Errol Flynn, and believed he 
should make an impact.. Be monumental. 

Over in Pittsburgh, Katherine, Miriam, and Mary were born to  
William and Lilian McDonald, a bellhop and a dressmaker.  Soon 
after Mary’s birth, though, the couple was divorced. How they 
got by early on, nobody knows, but their neighbors in 1900 in-
cluded a vaudeville booker and several photographers.  In 1910, 
Katherine was modeling and performing on Broadway.  By 1914, 
13-year-old Mary was on stage as well. All three were beauties. 

In 1911 Katherine married a famous illustrator of the time, Mal-
colm A. Strauss (the race car is his work). In the mid teens, they 
were all in early movies in New York and across the Hudson in 
Fort Lee, New Jersey for Universal. In 1917 the four ladies 
moved to Hollywood and soon after Katherine filed for divorce 
from Strauss. He hadn’t moved to Los Angeles, and meanwhile, 
Katherine had worked with Douglas Fairbanks, William S. Hart, 
Lon Chaney, and Cecil B DeMille. There were also rumors that 
she had an affair with President Wilson. 
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era fashion trends, continued 
In 1919, sister Miriam left acting when she married Captain Hor-
ace C. Balsley, a war hero who, as part of the Lafayette Esca-
drille, was the first American pilot to be shot down in aerial com-
bat ever. He later participated in a bond-selling tour, returned to 
war, and was injured in a crash.  Sent back home, he was a tech-
nical advisor for aviation movies when he met Miriam. (His col-
lection is at the San Diego Air & Space Museum).  He later was 
hired by Merle Norman Cosmetics as their business manager. 
This was going to be important to the family later.  

That same year, Katherine formed her own production company 
and largely produced screenplays by female scriptwriters. She 
promoted one movie saying it was a “Drama for people who 
think.” She also began promoting herself in her first self-
produced movie, with the tagline “The American Beauty.” The 
name stuck. Her movies weren’t profitable, though, and she 
returned to acting for other companies. Still, those movies re-
ceived poor reviews.   In an April 1923 Picture Play magazine, 
she complained “They say that I am beautiful, but dumb. That is 
almost a formula now for reviewing my pictures...Well, the parts 
I have played are utterly dumb. I have had to play women who 
stood around weak and weepy and submissive when any woman 
with just plain horse sense would have asserted herself. When 
critics were able to see beauty in me despite all of that, they 
were granting me an awful lot and I am grateful to them.” She 
explained that her contract allowed her to turn down a role, but 
only if it contained an objectionable sex element. “The stupid, 
the banal, the insipid, I have to accept.” 

On June 24, 1923 Katherine married Charles Schoen Johnson, 
the son of the founder of the Pressed Steel Car Company. She 
made two more movies, both containing spouses who cheat on 
her.  She bore her first child, Britt, but the couple divorced in 
1928, just before her marriage to Holmes. She also founded her 
own cosmetics company, Kameo Beauty Products. 

Mary, in October, 1924, left acting after she married Col. Charles 
Young and followed him to Jullundur, Punjab, India where he 
was stationed.  He was 21 years older than she. She couldn’t 
take the scorpions, cobras, and rabid dogs and left after 15 
months.  She was divorced by 1928. Attempting to return to 
acting, at the same time of her sister’s outrageous divorce, she 
seemed black listed receiving almost no parts until an article was 
published on her in the Curtain Calls column in 1933 that related 
not only her past and her marriage, but also the fable that her 
father was a theater manager in Pittsburgh, she was a graduate 
of Seton Hall, and was working now as a screenwriter.  

A rumor has also developed that she had a long standing feud 
with her sister Katherine.  I find this unlikely as in the 1930 Cen-
sus, Mary and her mother live in a brand new 3500 sq ft home at 
12303 2nd Helena Dr, Los Angeles—currently valued at over $8 
million.  Clearly a dressmaker and a longtime unemployed sup-
porting actress and divorcee could not have afforded it and paid 
servants. Katherine had to have paid for it. 

Eventually, Mary does make a comeback though, as a character 
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the great frame up 
Vol. 31. Further adding sheet metal 

50. Attach the right and left fenders and  running board shields 
to chassis with two cloth ribbon strips. 

51. Assemble running board assemblies to fender shields and 
brackets with two strips of tape for shield edge, eight bolts, ten 
nuts and two lock washers, and tighten. 

Last month I wrote about the problems of fitting reproduction 
fenders and splash aprons. Apparently Ford had a problem with 
these when new because it covers three full segments of the 
assembly instructions. 

This month I found another series of videos you might enjoy.  In 
this set of three, Ron Covel demonstrates how to actually build a 
fender from multiple flat steal plates with a little welding.  Well, 
if you have a large, well equipped metal shop and almost an 
unlimited amount of time to work on it.  It’s kind of fun to 
watch, but what impresses me is that Ron doesn’t wear gloves 
working with this sheet metal.  Everyone I know trying to do the 
same would soon need stitches and a tetanus shot.  You might 
find yourself grimacing when watching it like I did, but you 
wouldn’t have to buy a reproduction and what a sense of ac-
complishment when you’re finally through! 

Now, most of us will at least shoes to start with some original 
fenders that due to years of misuse and abuse have suffered 

some damage.  Onewhocollects has a video to help you there.  
Actually, one section is helpful not only with the regular repair of 
a 30/31 front fender, but also inserting a wheel well for a side-
mount.  The good news is that the number of specialized tools is 
few. The big question for me is “Do I have the room to do the 
work without scratching the nice car parked there or knocking 
over the Mason jars filled with screws?” 

As far as “already assembled” 
AA’s, here is Bruce Howe’s 
newest project; a ten-
wheeler that is supposedly 
rated at three tons.  Now that 
could haul a lot of avocados 
from the fields! 

actress, and you might have seen one of her 170 appearances; 
she was the mother in the infamous movie  Reefer Madness.  

Katherine was quite wealthy on her own by 1928, having made 
as much as $50,000 per movie back in the early twenties, but 
marrying C. R. Holmes, Jr. took her into a different world.  The 
couple built a ranch in Santa Barbara they called Featherhill. 
There they built a large private zoo, similar to Hearst’s and Mi-
chael Jackson’s, but she also famously collected albino versions; 
plain lions, tigers, and bears were not enough.  When Katherine 
made the claim that her husband had both whipped and caged 
her, they had plenty of whips and cages.  But had he really, or 
was it just part of the story to promote her cosmetics brand? 

In early 1933, when the judge was to finalize her divorce, he 
asked her routine questions, during which she admitted that she 
had returned to living with Chris at Featherhill, at which point 
the judge ruled that she could not obtain the divorce without 
starting the process again.  Which was what she did. 

Perhaps to help them separate, Holmes bought a 12-acre island 
off Oahu called Coconut Island.  He  more than doubled its size 
with coral rubble, sand, and earthen landfill and he built a home 
on it with aquaria, kennels, and aviaries for his many pets.  The 
island is familiar to viewers of Gilligan’s Island as it appears in 
the opening credits. In a 1937 interview, Katherine says that the 
divorce was amicable and that they remained the best of friends.  

Ten years after their divorce, however, Holmes took an overdose 
of pills.  He had not gotten over her.  Katherine never remarried, 
and she kept his name for the rest of her life. She died in 1956 
from complications to diabetes. 

Sister Mary remained single for 35 years, finally marrying Robert 
Sumner Coleman in 1965. Coleman, a blind, amputee, former 
railroad engineer and lion tamer who had lived in the boarding 
house she operated at that time. The marriage was, in her 
words, “a marriage of mercy.” in 1979 she went to court to re-
sist attempts to declare her mentally incompetent to take care 
of herself when she refused to move from her home after a fire 
there.  She won, and agreed to move to a different building on 
the same property. Miriam stayed with Balsley until he died, July 
23, 1942, and never remarried. She died in San Diego, December 
22, 1973. 

Christian R. Holmes, III, had a son who was named Christian R. 
Holmes IV.  He was at one time a vice president of Enron, but 
now heads the Shell Center for Sustainability at Rice University. 

His daughter, Elizabeth Holmes, was the founder and chief exec-
utive of Theranos, a now-defunct health technology company. 
Theranos soared in valuation after the company claimed to have 
revolutionized blood testing by developing testing methods that 
could use surprisingly small volumes of blood, such as from 
a fingerprick.  In 2018 the SEC charged her with  making false or 
exaggerated claims . Charges she settled by paying a large fine 
and stepping down from the company. 

era fashion trends continued 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ktj5DWaKXYI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ktj5DWaKXYI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AxN7pLUcl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AxN7pLUcl0
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happy story 
Darrell Duane Westervelt, of Butler  County, Kansas had aunts, 
Ada and Violet, his mom's sisters. They all lived together as 
the ladies were just teenagers when his grandparents died. 
When they were old enough, they went to Wichita and found 
jobs and husbands. 

“Violet married a jolly fellow named Paul Fling, who grew up 
around Peru, Kansas, and drove a beer delivery truck in Wichi-
ta. He had a Model A Ford Roadster with a rumble seat. He 
and Violet came for the weekend quite often and Juanita, Car-
ol and I looked forward to the visits. They had a beIl on the 
Model A and the "Oogga, Oogga" horn which always an-
nounced their arrival. PauI always liked kids and we liked him. 
Besides they helped us carry in the wood and they could carry 
a lot at one time. 

“Ada married Bill Peterson from Augusta who was a mechanic 
and usually had some big unusual car. At one time he had a 
Cord which, at that early date, had front wheel drive.  

“Something was wrong with the shifting mechanism and he 
had to get out and reach through the front grill with a long 
screw driver to shift it. 

“He later got into hot rod racing at the race track in Wichita. 
He was a good mechanic and the straight eight Buick engines 
that he "hopped up" and put in a Ford frame ran real well. 
Unfortunately his driver, Al Puckett, had a habit of driving 
through the outside fence on the curves. I can still hear the 
announcer saying "And there goes Puckett through the fence 
again". Al was fine, the Ford would never be the same, 
though. 

“In 1944 Daddy came down the road as fast as the Farmall  
tractor would go. He came up the drive and drove the tractor 
in the barn’s north side where the car always parked. That 
door being smaller the exhaust pipe on the tractor caught on 
it and bent backward. Daddy backed out looked at the damage 
and just drove it back in and came running. A  cyclone was 
coming so we all piled in the car and went to Wilich's storm 
cave. Indeed the cyclone did come our way passing between 
our house and Wilich's house right through the cornfield. “ 
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month with item deadlines on the 15th. For questions on The 
Reflector, contact the editor, David Frazee at 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

Ford racer 
A large display of American 
racing vehicles and memora-
bilia opened March 27, 2021 
at the Henry Ford Museum. 

Leading the exhibition, 
called "Driven to Win: Racing 
in America." is one of the 
most significant, but seldom 
seen vehicles from the mu-
seum’s collection: 

1901 Ford Sweepstakes. 
Driven by Henry Ford on Oct. 
10, 1901, at a Grosse Pointe 
horse track, this car’s victory 
helped secure funding for 
Ford Motor Co. 
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