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I t was such an honor to receive the  
Golden Bird award at the Christmas   

party amongst all of my family.   

I hear you saying, “Doesn’t he mean 
friends and family?”  No, I don’t.  I’ve been 
with the Palomar A’s longer than I’ve been 
married.  Longer than I 
was a librarian.  Longer 
than I’ve been a driver… 
legally.  And you folks 
have been there through 
thick and thin, so you are 
my family.  Thank you for 
being there. 

Sometimes I can’t believe 
it, but The Reflector has 
been a part of this club 
five years longer than I’ve  
been. Many of the first 
issues I remember arrived 
with that sweet smell of elementary school 
mimeograph pages—the fading blue col-
ored ones.   

The cover was the same black and white 
photocopied image of an AR 1928 Phae-
ton’s front, generally on goldenrod paper 
from 1972 through 1987.  I was so fond of 
that, that I painted a mural of it on an in-
side wall of the family barn/car shed.  I 
was able to buy the spray paint myself—as 
a teenager—talk about nostalgia. 

In the 1980s and 90s, The Reflector was 
largely filled with typewritten pages from 
the board and other clubs, and newspaper 
clippings photocopied for members to en-
joy.  At some point, a very enterprising edi-

tor, hand-colored the covers of several is-
sues.  As the current editor, I’m glad that 
hasn’t become a regular practice. In four 
years, I’ve only hand-colored one or two 
issues: highlighting that it was time to re-
new your membership and A Christmas 
issue once when I had time to kill. 

Fortunately for 
us editors, we 
shifted to email 
distribution and 
creating the 
issues in Mi-
crosoft Pub-
lisher back in 
2011. That’s 
allowed us to 
do fancy things 
including 
providing “hot” 

links to email addresses and web address-
es. Us being Carla Hibbard, Dean Barnat, 
and myself.  Carla’s work on The Reflector 
was exceptional and should have been 
recognized by MAFCA, but at least her ed-
iting of the SCRG’s Regional Roundup 
won Best Regional Newsletter twice. 

I first made words and photos “hot” links in 
the tech talk articles back in 2018 in an ef-
fort to improve the experience for mem-
bers receiving their copies by email. Click-
ing them, you could watch a video, get a 
larger copy of the image, or read a com-
plete article of which I was only quoting a 
small part. 

What’s Next for The Reflector continued  
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MAFCA Has a New Board for 
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McCord’s Message 

The First Mail Car in Dewitt, 
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Remember to Pay Your Dues 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RflUTILxre4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RflUTILxre4
https://www.mafca.com/chapters/chapterawards2013.html
https://www.mafca.com/keypeople.html
https://www.mafca.com/keypeople.html
https://www.mafca.com/pres_page.html
https://www.mafca.com/pres_page.html
https://www.wqad.com/article/features/old-ford-dewitt/526-abee417e-eb62-461e-9238-830206f99310
https://www.wqad.com/article/features/old-ford-dewitt/526-abee417e-eb62-461e-9238-830206f99310
https://hopkintonindependent.com/phipps-hits-100th-in-stride/
https://hopkintonindependent.com/phipps-hits-100th-in-stride/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwBsb70z7otdJvLbQq-dUGg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwBsb70z7otdJvLbQq-dUGg
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I  look forward to being your president. 
Here we go again. First of all, a big 

round of applause to all those who kept 
last years club momentum going in the 
right direction.  The new crew for this year 
is pretty much the same except for Mark 
Greenlee as our new vice president.  

The biggest score last year was firming 
up a solid deal on a place to continue 
meeting, Palomar Estates East.  

On the technical side, the club now has a 
both a clarified website plan for 
www.palomarmodelaclub.org and a in-
creasingly popular Facebook group 
www.facebook.com/groups/
palomarmafca.  

The new Tech Talk by committee is going 
to be staffed by us all and could be inter-
esting for sure.  I’m going to sign up for a 
session soon.  There is a lot of collective 
and diverse wisdom out there and every 
one of us has got enough B.S. potential 
to keep crowd attention for a little while! 

The tour calendar is filling up and ideas 
for Saturday tours are more than wel-
come.  

Our treasury looks solid again, but get 
your dues in for this year. Our monthly 
raffle generates revenue, recycles, and 
distributes good car stuff.  Keep your con-
tributions coming and practice your gam-
ing skills for the good of the club. 

The word’s getting out there, thanks to an 
award winning publication, and a tireless 
editor. 

Above all, thanks are due Chuck for 
steering this lineup for the last three 
years.  You always had an agenda and 
kept the meetings short and sweet.  
Board meetings were a good idea; they 
settled a lot of routine, bothersome busi-
ness, and freed up group time to eat 
great and abundant goodies and catch up 
in real time on the important subjects. 

If I missed anything, blame it on floor-
board fumes! 

Yup, that’s me in the picture in my fa-
ther’s arms in 1945.  In the background is 
his roadster pickup; the first Model A that 
I remember. 

In future letters, I hope to include a few 
words as to how I arrived in this strange 
point in time in another roadster pickup. 

Thanks, Ed Simpson, President. 

The Message from President Ed 

 

http://www.palomarmodelaclub.org/2020JanuaryReflector.pdf#page=4
http://www.palomarmodelaclub.org/2020JanuaryReflector.pdf#page=4
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Palomar+Estates+East/@33.1351591,-117.2101912,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf821d31c22383ce0!8m2!3d33.1351591!4d-117.2101912
http://www.palomarmodelaclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/palomarmafca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/palomarmafca
https://www.mafca.com/chapters/chapterawards2021.html
https://www.macsautoparts.com/model-a-ford-floorboard-seal-set-one-piece-120-long-28-22484-1.html
https://www.macsautoparts.com/model-a-ford-floorboard-seal-set-one-piece-120-long-28-22484-1.html
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I n an end-of-year party, the Palomar 
A’s met for their annual Christmas/

Installation Luncheon. Members met on 
Saturday, December 11th at the Hunter 
Restaurant in Oceanside. It was a great 
venue for getting together for socializing, 
a delicious lunch, and final accolades for 
the 2021 Board and activities.  

We had 42 members join in, but we 
couldn’t begin with our flag salute as we 
usually do when we get together, since 
we didn’t have a flag in our separate 
room. But President Chuck Grabowski 
welcomed everyone and we had an hour 
to just chat and catch up with all the go-
ings-on. At 12:30, lunch service began, 
so everyone found a place to sit.  

Our meeting then began, with John 
Frazee presenting a special MAFCA 
award to David Frazee. This award is a 
whole new category. MAFCA looks at 
140 newsletters and determines the best 
and/or most unusual newsletters. Da-
vid’s “Pandemic Press” won as a repeat 
winner for the most unusual newsletter. 
David also won our own Club award, the 
Golden Bird Award, which recognizes 
the outstanding contribution by a mem-
ber of the Club for 2021. Chuck won the 
Drip Award, and he told us of finding oil 
on the side of his truck all the way to the 
rear fender, and what a disaster that 
was.  

Chuck then presented Certificates of Ap-
preciation to the 2021 Board Members. 

All have done wonderful jobs, and they 
are very much valued. Then, it was time 
for the handing over of the gavel. Chuck 
called up incoming President Ed Simp-
son, and gave him a little history of our 
gavel. It was made in the early years of 
the Club by members Steve Curry, Rich-
ard Allen and Bob Barker. 

Ed called up Bruce Howe, who present-
ed a beautifully engraved plaque to 
Chuck for three years of service. Bruce 
mentioned Chuck’s work in helping keep 
our place to meet (still at the Palomar 
Estates East Meeting Room) and adding 
the additional job as Tech Director in ad-
dition to being President.  

Then Ed presented the new Board for 
2022, including new Vice President Mark 
Greenlee, Librarian change to Judy Bur-
rell, and new Long Tour Director Bruce 
Howe. The Raffle came next, and Jon 
and Anna Velsaco did an excellent job of 
running our Christmas exchange. As a 
final item, dessert was served, delicious 
chocolate or vanilla cake. 

It was a wonderful party; a perfect end to 
the year’s activities. We have great 
plans to resume our usual single day 
touring and also take in several long tour 
events. All members are encouraged to 
come, driving a modern if their A is not 
quite ready! 

 

A’ers meet for Annual Christmas/Installation 

 

http://huntersteakhouse.com/_index.php
http://huntersteakhouse.com/_index.php
https://canyonparty.blogspot.com/2021/12/grabowsky-award.html
https://canyonparty.blogspot.com/2021/12/grabowsky-award.html
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A t our last meeting in November Da-
vid proposed that we tour to either 

the Midway or the Betty Crocker home 
in Valley Center. Kyle Matthews and I 
really wanted to go to the Betty Crocker 
House, mainly to see what used to be 
Matilda's Mouse and is now called the 
Brick n Barn and full of antiques. Since 
the club wasn't going, we decided to go 
ourselves. Linda suggested I tell you 
about our little trip. 

We had a great time in Valley Center 
which began mid morning with a lovely 
drive up there, parking and hearing live 
music coming from the area. Two men 
were singing and playing keyboards 
and a fiddle.  We headed over to the 
outside vendors first, then went through 
the old barn next to Betty Crocker 's 
home. We went through each room sev-
eral times to make sure we hadn't 
missed anything! Kyle, a retired bilin-
gual teacher in San Marcos, found sev-
eral wonderful old books for children to 
add to her collection and to share with 
her two little granddaughters, Cora and 
Maddison.   

I found a great old metal Pig chair, very 
heavy, that kept calling my name. I went 
back into that room at least 4 times 
looking at it. I mentioned it to Kyle and 
she convinced me to go-ahead and buy 
it or I would keep thinking about it. My 
sensible side made me wonder just 
what I would do with it and so I sat 

down on it and decided it was comforta-
ble and made me sit up straighter, so 
maybe I would use it as my ukulele 
chair. I liked the green upholstery on it 
too. I guess the deciding factor was that 
we were in Kyle's van so we had the 
room to bring it back home with us!   

We stopped for lunch in Valley Center 
at a cute little Italian cafe we saw on our 
way home. It was such a fun day, going 
'antiquing' which we love and spending 
a beautiful day together with friends.   

Donna and Kyle 

What’s Next for The Reflector? The tour the club almost took to Betty Crocker’s 

There are the few things I’m going to add to 
this and future newsletters.   

Right off the bat, you’ll notice that the format 
has changed to landscape rather than por-
trait.  This, and also the larger type, will hope-
fully further enhance your reading this news-
letter on a computer. Blue links lead you to 
text pages and green links contain video. 

I’m also back to having a table of Contents, 
with this one. In addition, though, you can just 
click on the page number link, and it will pop 
that page onto your screen. Below that are 
links outside of The Reflector that contain 
current Model A News stories and videos. I 
might still include some as filler, but this will 
allow you to check out more than I can ever 
include here first hand.  

Further on you’ll notice that the calendar is 
now taking a whole page so you can print just 
that one page out and tape it to your fridge as 
a reminder of future club events and mem-
ber’s occasions.  

I want to link some articles to a Palomar A’s 
Club blog to allow folks to make comments 
for others to appreciate and from which you 
can click and share on Twitter (and someday 
Facebook).  I had problems being blocked by 
Facebook, though, so I am limited to only 
having a Facebook share button now, and it 
will only work in a few days, after Shiela has 
posted it. See what you get when you try 
clicking on this little box if you have a FB ac-
count, and then, please add a comment.   

 

Palomar Blog Link 

https://bricknbarn.com/
https://palomarmodelaclub.blogspot.com
https://palomarmodelaclub.blogspot.com
https://palomarmodelaclub.blogspot.com/2021/12/whats-next-for-reflector.html
href=%22https:/www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.palomarmodelaclub.org%2FReflector%2520Jan%25202022.pdf#page%3D4&amp;src=sdkpreparse%22
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H enry Ford, like many of us, was a 

collector.  Starting as a child disas-

sembling watches and other machines to 

see how they worked. As he built his col-

lection of inventions, he stored them in a 

spare office in his factory as early as 

1907. He didn’t seem to think he had 

reached the critical mass necessary to 

install it in a museum until the late teens.  

Then planning for that building, as well as 

collecting for what to display, took an ad-

ditional decade. Then Ford, rather than 

building replica rooms, began collecting 

famous buildings in addition to the ma-

chines built there.  The first ones arriving 

in Dearborn in 1928 and they became the 

nexus of Greenfield Village. 

The Henry Ford Museum complex—then 

to be known as The Edison Institute—

broke ground September 27, 1928. The 

first roof rafters going up in May, 1929. 

The walls of the Independence Hall repli-

ca that fronts the main building, was com-

pleted in August.   

Eventually, it would be ready to open to 

the general public on June 22, 1933, but 

Ford was excited about what he’d 

achieved already, and wanted to host a 

party as soon as things took shape. 

The opportunity that presented itself that 

same year, was the Golden Anniversary 

of  the first successful incandescent light 

bulb invented by his longtime friend 

Thomas Edison on October 21, 1929.  

The Edison Institute was dedicated by 

President Herbert Hoover with some 500 

personal guests of Edison and Ford. It 

began with a program of the “history in 

the remaking” in person with Edison at 

the reconstruction of his Menlo Park la-

boratory. Followed by a tour of the histor-

ic buildings and finishing with a plush 

banquet afterwards in the Independence 

Hall replica. The attendees included    

Marie Curie, George Eastman, John D. 

Rockefeller, Will Rogers, Charles 

Schwab, Adolph Ochs, Walter Chrysler, 

J.P. Morgan, Orville Wright &, via short-

wave radio from Berlin, Albert Einstein. 

The reenactment was broadcast on radio 

with listeners encouraged to turn off their 

electric lights until the switch was flipped 

at the Museum.  

This stunt was thought up by Edward 

Bernays, the father of modern public rela-

tions (see Era Fashions August, 2021 

about hair nets). The entire spectacle was 

his, an all-out PR assault that included 

not only the celebratory events mentioned 

above, but also included a commemora-

tive US postage stamp.  

Palomar Blog Link 

The Lightbulb’s Golden Anniversary 

 

 

https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-resources/popular-topics/origins-of-thf
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-resources/popular-topics/origins-of-thf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Henry_Ford
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections/artifact/111804/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3T0HKOgrc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3T0HKOgrc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FvI67fX8XI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FvI67fX8XI
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/national-recording-preservation-board/documents/LIGHT%27S%20GOLDEN%20JUBILEE.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARqyM9nvWuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARqyM9nvWuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARqyM9nvWuw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolph_Ochs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Bernays
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Bernays
http://www.palomarmodelaclub.org/Reflector%20Aug%202021.pdf#page=8
https://palomarmodelaclub.blogspot.com/2021/12/the-lightbulbs-golden-anniversary.html
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T he Omicron (discovered in South Af-

rica), Delta (discovered in Maharash-

tra, India), Beta (previously South African 

Variant), and Alpha (previously called the 

London) variants, all travel a lot more 

than we have, these past  18 months.  

Sadly, we’re not over the virus dominating 

our lives, either. The graph above is from 

the Institute for Health Metrics and Evalu-

ation of past and anticipated Daily posi-

tive tests for COVID in the US from April 

2020 to April 2022. 

Last Christmas, just before the second 

lockdown, there were just under 600,000 

positive tests per day. The IHME is pre-

dicting just under 3,000,000 per day in 

the month after Christmas this year.  

Good news is that California ICU vacan-

cy, other than the San Joaquin Valley, 

has been running twice what is needed 

before declaring a lockdown order. Even 

weeks after Thanksgiving travel was 85% 

of what it was back in 2019.  

A betting man would expect a two month 

lockdown with both the January and Feb-

ruary meetings being cancelled as well as 

indoor dining cancelling our breakfast 

meetings, but we’ll have to wait and see. 

L ocal Tours 

With no tour leader, we have tours by 

committee. We will ask for volunteers to 

organize future tours at our January 

Meeting on the 5th. 

L ong Tours 

See article on the left. 

B reakfast Meetings 

This was a low stress opportunity for 

club members to socialize, and should 

continue. January 27th will be at the Vil-

lage Pie Shoppe in Carlsbad. 

L unch Tours 

In a Board discussion concerning the 

lack of a local tour leader and the under-

whelming response to many local tours, it 

was agreed that the fun of tours was gen-

erally the social time and the lunches af-

terwards, rather than the sightseeing.  It 

was suggested then, to forego the ap-

pointments and just arrange to meet with 

our cars at the Clubhouse and tour to our 

destination restaurant.  The first of hope-

fully many, will be January 13th at 11 AM 

to Nessy Burgers in Fallbrook where 

Highway 76 and I-15 meet. 

Long Tours January Club Activities 

J ANUARY 15TH  Details to follow in group 

email. Destinations being considered are 

Desert Flower Tour to Borrego Springs, a visit 

to our namesake Palomar Observatory on Pal-

omar Mountain (currently closed), or possibly a 

visit to the Motor Transport Museum in Campo. 

Actual destination will depend on rain (needed 

for flowers to bloom), and what is in lockdown. 

JANUARY 29TH-30TH  TURLOCK SWAP-

MEET  in Turlock, Ca hosed by Modesto   Area 

A's. Not a tour, but since we no longer have the 

Big-3 Swap Meet in San Diego, it is an oppor-

tunity to find those special parts. Take a rain 

coat and check snow forecasts for the Grape-

vine.  

APRIL 3rd to 8th CCRG PASO ROBLES  The 

registration forms and hotel information are 

now available on the MAFCA website. We will 

take two days going, the actual meet is April 

5th and 6th, and two days returning. Jeanette 

and I have reservations in Paso Robles on 

April 4th, 5th and 6th at the Holiday Inn Ex-

press. Clyde is working on getting us an early 

tour at the Seabee Museum in Port Hueneme 

on our trip up. A seminar by Terry Burtz, build-

er of the New Model A Engine at CCRG. 

The Spring Opener in Clear Lake. IF IT IS 

HELD, it will be April 29th,30th and May 1st.. 

The final decision if it is to be held will be made 

by February 1st. Please contact Bruce or Jean-

ette ASAP if you are interested. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Regional-ICU-Capacity.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Regional-ICU-Capacity.aspx
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/pandemic-air-travel-record-thanksgiving/index.html
https://www.villagekitchenpieshoppe.com/
https://www.villagekitchenpieshoppe.com/
https://www.nessyburgers.com/
https://www.abdnha.org/pages/03flora/reports/current.htm
https://sites.astro.caltech.edu/palomar/visitor/
https://www.facebook.com/motorizedtransport/
http://www.turlockswapmeet.com/
http://www.turlockswapmeet.com/
https://www.mafca.com/events/April5-6.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nWnO4PzhWU
https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america?view=daily-deaths&tab=trend
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H ave you ever wondered why the   

exhaust manifold on a Model A    

becomes distorted and leaks after years 

of operation—why the outlet of the mani-

fold is no longer vertical? That condition 

is not normal; manifolds were not always 

that way. 

There is a reason for this and it is not just 

because of continuous heating and cool-

ing. Many people installing the muffler will 

tighten the clamp bolt where it fastens the 

muffler/tail pipe to the frame, obviously to 

keep it from rattling. 

This bolt is only supposed to be little 

more than hand tight. That is the reason 

for the castellated nut and cotter pin—so 

that the bolt will not become un-screwed 

and fall off. The reason for this is to allow 

the tail pipe to slide forward and back-

ward when the exhaust system is heated 

and cooled alternatively. If the clamp is 

over-tightened the exhaust manifold actu-

ally bends when the muffler expands. 

I found multiple videos on installing new 

mufflers, and none mention this, but yes, 

cast iron will ‘bend’ under these condi-

tions. So remember, do not over-tighten 

your muffler/tail pipe clamp.  

Source: Tiny Tips For Your Model A  

Illustrations from Aries Muffler & Eckler’s Palomar Blog Link  

Jim’s Technical Tip Muffler Tail Pipe Clamp 

By Jim Gannon 

Lubricating Locks  

The best lubricant I have found for car door 

locks, trunk handle locks, and ignition locks, 

recommended by every  locksmith that I 

know, is dry powdered graphite. You buy the 

graphite in a small tube with a pointed tip. 

You insert the tip into the key hole and “puff” 

some graphite into the lock. Then you insert 

and remove the key  several times to work 

the graphite into the lock tumblers, and     

operate the lock a few times.  

https://palomarmodelaclub.blogspot.com/2021/12/muffler-tail-pipe-clamp.html
https://palomarmodelaclub.blogspot.com/2021/12/muffler-tail-pipe-clamp.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yO6yV0ZUITo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yO6yV0ZUITo
http://www.amuffler.com/index.html
https://www.ecklers.com/
https://palomarmodelaclub.blogspot.com/2021/12/muffler-tail-pipe-clamp.html
http://www.amuffler.com/products.html
https://www.ecklers.com/model-a-ford-tail-pipe-clamp-original-style-1928-to-march-1929-28-23704-1.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&adpos=&scid=scplp28-23704-1&sc_intid=28-23704-1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA5aWOBhDMARIsAIXLlkejqpJH8njunJosrgvQ_AfxPh9NFF5hBISQsoHlkn
href=%22https:/www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.palomarmodelaclub.org%2FReflector%2520Jan%25202022.pdf#page=7
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Future Engine Rebuilder’s Ad 

Future Radiator Repairer’s Ad 

Future Upholstery Shop Ad 

Join the  

Model A Ford Club of America  
 take part in National Events,  

 receive The Restorer Magazine and  

 get free classified advertising on the MAFCA.com 

Click Here to download a MAFCA Membership Ap-
plication. Print it out & send it with your $50 check to 

MAFCA 
250 S. Cypress Street 
La Habra CA 90631 

Future Powder Coating Painter Ad 

https://www.mafca.com/downloads/Forms/MembershipApp.pdf
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  On January 4, 
1929 the Victor 
Talking Machine 
Co. and RCA Corp. 
merged. The dog, 
Nipper, trademark 
belonged to Victor. 

   1 George Leitner 

2 3 Steve Curry 

Kathy Glendinning 

4 Anthony Lugo 5 Nancy Peterson 

Club Meeting at    
7 PM 

6 7  Doug Armstrong 

Judy Leitner 

8 Christine      
Bartman 

9 10  Jim Leary 11 12 13  Lunch Tour to 

Nessy Burgers 

14  Chris Fuller 15 Long Tour to 
San Diego County 
Back Country 

16 17  Kathy Horn 18 19  Glenn Boodry 20 21 22 

23  Gerrie Rivera 

Betty   Stoney  
Stonebreaker 

30  John Giuliano 

24/31 25 26 27  Breakfast at 
Village Kitchen & 
Pie Shoppe at       
8 AM 

28 Shiela Saxman 29  Howard    
Kruegel 

Turlock Swap Meet 

January 2022 
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