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president’s message 

mafca news 

December 11, the second Saturday of December has come and 
gone. I miss the Christmas Party / Installation dinner.  The club is 
still viable, though, and once things get back to normal we will 
start having meetings and tours.  This will hopefully happen in 
the spring when the vaccines become available.  Keep your fin-
gers crossed. 

I have a couple of items of good news.  David Frazee hit the ball 
out of the park 3 times last month.  First, he was awarded the 
“newsletter of merit award, for The Reflector, for the whole   
National Club!  Then he was given another MAFCA award for the 
most creative newsletter for his Pandemic Press.  Then in his 
spare time he entered a contest called Nanowrimo where he had 
to write a 50,000 word novel in the month of November.  That's 
just 30 days!  He also went on to win that contest.  The club has 
to be proud of David's contribution and his putting us on the na-
tional map. I can't think of another member who has contributed 
more to keeping our club viable then David! 

Following up on Jim Gate's passing away, I talked to his son Paul 
several times.  Through Anthony Lugo's contact, Paul was able to 
sell Jim's 1930 Cabriolet Model A to another Model A enthusiast 
in Mission Viejo.  Jim wanted his car to go to someone who 
would appreciate it and not turn it into a "hot rod."  Anthony is 
responsible for Jim's wishes being followed.  This is just another 
story of how we as a club can help each other. 

Jim was instrumental in moving the club to the Palomar Estates 
East Meeting Hall.  With Jim's passing, I have been very            
concerned about our ability to keep meeting at the Meeting Hall 
after the covid-19  pandemic allows us to meet 

again.  Fortunately, Paul Gates, Jim's son, has a good relationship 
with the Palomar Estates East Association.  I asked Paul to talk to 
the Association about our meeting there after the pandemic is 
over.  He did, and the bottom line is that the hall is closed until 
after the pandemic is over, and when they can open to the mem-
bers of the Association, then they will talk to us.  Who knows 
how the distribution of the vaccines will go.  I am hoping I can 
contact the Association sometime around March and see if there 
is a way we can continue to keep meeting there.  Paul seemed 
positive that we would be able to continue meeting there. 

So, there is light at the end of the tunnel.  We just don't know 
how long the tunnel is.  In the meantime, stay healthy and take a 
ride in your Model A and enjoy the roads less traveled in the 
beautiful North San Diego County. 

- Chuck Grabowsky 

 

 

Twenty Four newsletters were recognized by MAFCA in 2020, 
but the Palomar A’s was the only club with two newsletters win-
ning awards. The Reflector was a Newsletter of Merit, and The 
Pandemic Press was The Most Unusual Newsletter. There were 
17 newsletters of merit and three higher awards, “Of the Year” 
“Of Excellence” and “Of Distinction”. Only the Fiftieth Anniver-
sary "A's" of Conway, Arkansas which won Newsletter of Distinc-
tion for Ford Script was a top three winner available for non 
members to peruse. A few other newsletters of merit can be 
read, however: these include The Spare Tire, The Spoken Wheel, 
The Ford Script, The Columbia Crier, The Distributor, The Volcano 
View, The Headlight Herald, Sullivan Trail News, and The Steer-
ing Wheel. 

Thanks to Sheila Saxmen’s work, both The Reflector and The 
Pandemic Press archives are available online in order to promote 
our club and the hobby to prospective club members and car 
buyers. 
 
This is the text of the letter sent to myself, the editor, from Tom 
Jeanes, the Chapter Coordinator for 2020. 

 

“Dear David: 

Congratulations! 

After reading over 125 newsletters for 10 months and grading 
them, I am pleased to announce that you, as editor of The Palo-
mar A’s newsletter, The Pandemic Press, are receiving an award 
for The Most Unusual Newsletter for 2020 from the Model A 
Ford Club of America. This newsletter, although brief, attempted 
to deal with the Covid-19 epidemic in an informative and humor-
ous manner and made an effort to keep things in perspective. 
Congratulations on an outstanding newsletter! 

Your chapter already has received tremendous benefits from 
your hard work. Your newsletter provides the communication to 
keep your membership up-to-date on Chapter news and activi-
ties, past, present, and future. 

It has been a pleasure to review your newsletter and I look for-
ward to reviewing your award-winning newsletters in the future. 

Very truly yours, 

Tom Jeanes, MAFCA Director, 2020 Chapter Coordinator. 

 

https://www.modelacentralar.com/
https://www.palmettoas.net/newsletter
https://www.santaanitaas.org/newsletters/
http://www.scvcma.org/ford-script
https://cbmac.org/newsletters/
http://www.ocmafc.com/newsletters/2020/2020.html
http://www.volcanoas.net/newsletters.html
http://www.volcanoas.net/newsletters.html
http://www.santamariamodelaclub.com/E-Mail_September_2020_News_Letter-2.pdf
https://sullivantrailas.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/December-2020.pdf
https://4b780514-0329-4155-8c2c-a4537a2e54f9.filesusr.com/ugd/9d1392_8e4c8199215f40f6bd75da97fb7af1a2.pdf
https://4b780514-0329-4155-8c2c-a4537a2e54f9.filesusr.com/ugd/9d1392_8e4c8199215f40f6bd75da97fb7af1a2.pdf
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notes from here & there 

IF You Haven’t Yet 
Many MAFCA members have already renewed for 2021 -thank 
you to all who've done so!  

Membership brings many benefits as we all know, and our dues 
are the main source of the income that enables them. If you 
haven't yet renewed your membership, this is the time to make 
that happen! And thank you.  

Renew your 2021      

membership today  
Call 866-379-3619 or visit www.mafca.com  

MAFCA's E-newsletter, On the Road With..., was awarded   
Constant Contact's All-Star Award for achieving some of the 
highest views for our monthly E-newsletter.  

Thank you to all of our contributors and readers. 

Garth and Janet Shreading-Editors On The Road With... 

Awarded 2018 All Star 

"On The Road With..." is published monthly by the Model A 
Ford Club of America and provided to MAFCA chapter news-
letter editors. All MAFCA chapters are encouraged to use any 
part in their chapter's newsletters. Please feel free to contact 
the editor, Garth Shreading, for comments and questions.  

Jim Gates—1929-2020 

His life began in Decatur, Illinois, July 11th, 1929, just three 
months before the great stock market crash of October, 1929, 
and within three years, his family, reeling from its effects, 
moved to Michigan. It was Michigan, which Jim always consid-
ered home. 

As a teen and a college student at Michigan State University 
(where he majored in math), Jim raised rabbits, which he sold 
for fur.  He instigated a lively bowling group in its honor enti-
tled ‘Gates Rabbitry.’ 

In 1951 he entered the Korean War as a 1st Lt. in the Infantry. 
When his service was completed, he returned to college, to 
UCLA, and obtained a second degree, becoming an Electronic 
Engineer.  He later attended Harvard University, where he re-
ceived yet another degree. This time he majored in Business 
Administration. 

Jim was employed by RCA and later Magnavox, where he was 
instrumental in assisting with the development of GPS sys-
tems. 

On May 1st, 1976, at age 47, he purchased unit #112 in the 
mobile home park which was later to turn senior and change 
its name to Palomar Estates East. That wasn’t the only proper-
ty he owned, however.  He also owned and maintained the 
Stewardship Forest Tree Farm in Michigan, which is part of the 
Montcalm Conservation District designed to Manage Michi-
gan’s Natural Resources. 

Jim loved to dance, he loved his Model A, and he enjoyed an 
outstanding collection of vintage kitchen and household small 
appliances.  Some of which he brought to Palomar A’s 
meetings for show and tell. 

Jim passed on November 17, 2020. He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Barbara Coley, his son, Paul Gates, numerous nieces and 
nephews, and so many, many good friends. 

- Lucy Wheeler 
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long tours 
MAFCA Invites you to the 

2021 National Tour “A" White Mountain Adventure 

 June 20 - 25, 2021 

The Tour has NOT been cancelled or postponed. The tour     
committee continues to work and plan for the 2021 Tour       
believing that the Tour will take place as scheduled. 

As we undergo our preparations, we are following CDC, the 
State of New Hampshire and North Conway Grand Hotel Guide-
lines for COVID – 19. Currently the state is open for events like 
the National Tour but that can change at any time. 

 If we are required to change our plans, we will post information 
on the MAFCA website and on the Tour website. We hope every-
one will continue to be safe. 

Covered bridges, granite mountains, waterfalls, and quaint little 
towns with lots of gift shopping available. This will be organized 
as a hub and spoke tour, similarly to the Canyonlands Tour two 
years before. This time there will be four tours, however: #1 
Mount Washington Valley,  #2 Route 153, Museums and 
Wolfeboro, NH, #3 Kancamagus Highway, On Golden Pond, and 
#4 Kennebunk Highlight Tour.   Until we get to tour locally again, 
and take pictures and share memories, expect to learn a lot 
about the highlights of each individual spoke. 

 
North Conway Grand Hotel  
72 Common Ct.  
North Conway, NH 03860  
800-655-1452 / 603-356-9300  
Use Code: National Model A Tour 2021 
www.northconwaygrand.com HOST HOTEL  

Room rates start @ $129.00/night plus taxes Reservations re-
ceived after Friday, May 21, 2021, will be accepted at the group 
rate based on hotel availability.  

 

a Christmas gift 
I tried to think of something 

I could give you this Christmas 

That would signify all that you mean to me. 

It had to be something very special 

Because that’s what you are. 

It had to be something that would last,  

Just as our friendship has all these years. 

It had to be something 

 That would make you feel good, 

Because that’s how I feel anytime we’re together. 

It had to be a reminder of 

 The good times we’ve had, 

Something that would connect you to me 

 In memories. 

It had to be filled with hope 

And faith in the future 

And dreams just waiting to come true. 

So, I took all my memories of us 

And put them in this card. 

Then, I added all the laughter, 

The secrets, and the comforting 

 And encouraging words we’ve shared 

And mixed them all together. 

I sprinkled it with faith, 

 Stirred in a promise of forever, 

  And sealed it with love. 

Because all along I knew 

 That there is no greater gift 

Than the wonderful friendship we share, 

And all I can ever hope to do 

 Is give it back to you. 

 - Barbara Cage 

Merry Christmas, My Friends, from JoAnn Cordtz 
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the great frame up 
Vol. 25  Steering assembly and wiring harness installation. 

41. Assembly of steering gear to wheel and wire assembly be-
fore assembling to frame. Assemble to steering gear housing and 
column assembly, Lighting switch assembly, wheel assembly and 
assembly of switch, with two conduits, on, conduit for horn, two 
insulators, four terminals, four screws, spider, two springs, one 
horse shoe spider retainer. 

This is the annual reminder that the goal of the frame up is to 
use the original assembly instructions included in various articles 
in the American Machinist Magazine written by Fay Leone 
Faurote after he toured the River Rouge plant in July of 1928.   A 
Model A is composed of about 6800 different parts, however, 
and the instructions often include “assemblies” which were 
transported from other assembly plants ready to install.  As 
Faurote didn’t describe the steps to assemble those, the frame 
up leaves most of these projects up to you as well.  And, perhaps 
most importantly, when you restore a Model A, you will first 
have to tear what you have down, organize, clean up, and po-
tentially replace or even manufacture your own parts before you 
get to the joy of finally assembling them. 

This is mostly a “pie in the sky” series of articles, but I do try to 
include at least something helpful for a real world restorer.  And 
the photos: 2019 was from the TV series The Fugitive in which 
David Janssen is Dr. Richard Kimble framed for the murder of his 
wife by a one-armed man; 2020 Ray Milland wants to have a 
friend kill Grace Kelly in the Hitchcock film Dial M for Murder but 
when that doesn’t happen as planned, he attempts to frame her 
for the assassin’s murder, and in this photo for 2021, Cary Grant, 
in Hitchcock’s North by Northwest, plays a man framed for the 
murder of a UN diplomat. 

 As far as installing this steering gear housing, the Ford Barn has 
a number of complaints on its difficulty.  The March/April 1990 
issue of The Restorer has an article on creating your own tool. 

The most complete instructional videos are a two part instruc-
tion for cleaning up and restoring the Model A steering box by 
ModelABungalow—Sam there is putting out nice quality videos 
since May and I hope he continues, but he’s only got five so far. 
Stopping short of installing the completed steering gear housing. 

Joshua Morton has made a 15 minute video with part 1 tips on 
changing a wiring harness, but no part 2—installation.  He has a 
part in which he pushes the horn rod through the steering shaft, 
but the video cuts at just the moment he is supposed to add the 
spider clip making it nearly useless.  So, installation help videos, 
there is not. 

Here is the written instruction from Mike’s Affordable: “Tape the 
horn button down with a piece of masking tape or have some-
one hold the button down for you. Now insert the light switch 
spider over the legs of the tool, slide the spring onto the spider 
and push them both onto the horn rod making sure you have 
the ears lined up correctly. Push far enough so you can install 
the retainer, then remove the tool and you have just installed 
the spider and retainer easily. The spring A3642 and Spider 

A3643 are sold separately. “ 

Once it is installed, however, 
Seth Storm has a video for alter-
ing the three springed wire con-
nections on a headlight to a 
wire nut connection—but it also 
is incomplete ; it’s like Julia 
Childs reading the ingredients 
for a cake, and then pulling the 
finished cake from the oven.  

There is also a short video on 
steering adjustment by Auto Anatomy which is good, but when 
they didn’t fix the problem, they gave up. Now, as this is a pie in 
the sky installation with perfect parts, then the adjustments they 
make are just perfect for our imaginary car.  

You probably get the idea now that people can put down on 
paper many things about how you should restore a particular 
part, but in practice, they find it difficult to videotape the pro-
cess of following those exact instructions to a reliable conclu-
sion.  Lord knows, I’m not going to try to ever fill that void and 
make restoration videos.  I know that it can be done with Hercu-
lean efforts and a hundred takes, but you could most likely fix 
the part, say install the horseshoe spider clip, on the third try 
with a little luck using a nicely placed paperclip and some duct 
tape, and taking 97 more shots at it to “do it right” for the cam-
era, means that you’ll spend all that time not driving your car. 

Mike’s Affordable Light Switch 
Spider Tool 

This is a photo of what it will look like after assembly 

instruction #45. Almost there. 

http://jmodela.coffeecup.com/assembly.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXhgw8nHpoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39X_JSIu690
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ch7cTmOlEaE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yj-KVAcdauY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG338KL7oFM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG338KL7oFM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03VEk_BQOc8
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era fashion trends 
What is the deal with Ear Muffs? Certainly they must count for 
era fashion, right?  

Yes, but notice that there are no photos illustrating what they 
looked like. Good luck if you try to find a photo of someone 
wearing them between 1928 and 1931.  My impression is that 
they were all dark colors and the size of the palms of your 
hands. Other than that they would look like ear muffs familiar to 
us today. 

The earliest ear muffs could have been called “ear mittens”  but I 
see them referred to as “ear mufflers” or just “ear muffs” back in 
the 1860s designed for medical protection for sensitive ears.  
There were a rush of patents to improve them in the 1870s; the 
one that seems to have become popular was the Chester Green-
wood version that Wikipedia claims was invented and patented 
in 1873, predating other versions. When Chester was 15 living in 
Farmington, Maine, his first pair of ear protectors out of wire, 
beaver fur and cloth.  For all that his patent came out in 1877, 
though, the Portland (ME) Daily Press advertises ear muffs for 
sale in December of 1875 along with “neck mufflers”. (Still no 
images.) 

I find it hard to imagine that even if the Greenwood story is true, 
and his invention date was 1873, that ear muffs became so ubiq-
uitous by 1877 that a newspaper in San Francisco could refer to 
them and everyone would know what they were, but there you 
have it. 

By age 28, the Chester Greenwood & Company factory was pro-
ducing and shipping Champion Ear Protectors worldwide. In 
1900 he had the brick Greenwood Ear Protector Factory erected, 
at 2 Front Street in Farmington, to house his growing business.  

In the middle of the 1920s there were advertisements for mira-
cle ear muffs, but they weren’t what you’d think.  There were 
hair styles for women—I’m picturing Princess Leia from the origi-
nal Star Wars– and the miracle was that they used a jell, combed 
in with a tooth brush, that would hold them in place.  Still no 
photos. 

Then comes the winter of 1933, Chester is still around inventing 
gadgets, and Farmington is still producing ear muffs, but college 
girls are taking off the fabric portion provided by the Greenwood 
factory and knitting their own in pretty colors.  The factory takes 
notice and begins to offer multiple color options themselves 
which creates, as they say, a “Boom in Earmuffs” in the mid-
Thirties.  After that, I can find several era photographs, but be-
cause of the era, they are black and white, and since they are 
promoted as being colorful, there doesn’t seem a point to in-
clude them. By 1936 the Champion Ear Protector company had 
its biggest year producing 400,000 pairs.   Chester Greenwood 
died July 5, 1937 

The December 6, 1943 issue of Life magazine has a pretty model 
wearing a unique pair, and throughout the 1950s there are all 
sorts of photos of beautiful women wearing them, popularizing 
them as fashion statements. 

 

Various designs for Ear Muffs, including Sigmond Goge’s patent 
August 5, 1873 that fit over each ear and were connected with string, 
Butler Edgar’s connected by a bent wire, 12/14/1875, and Chester 
Greenwood’s connected by a strip of metal Attributed as the “real” 
invention 3/13/1877. The final design was experimented with in the PCL 

Daily Alta California, 1/31/1877 

Oakland Tribune 3/13/1934 

9/12/1939 Calexico Chronicle 
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happy story 
Jim Gates’s cabriolet was purchased by Anthony and Donna 
Lugo’s long time friends, Mark and Barbara Lambert from     
Mission Viejo.  

They followed the Lugos over to Jim's home where they met his 
son Paul Gates.  They looked over the car, said YES, did their 
paperwork, and arranged to have it towed back to their home 
in Mission Viejo. Mark used to have a Model A many years ago, 
a black coupe with a rumble seat. Their two children used to 
ride in the rumble seat when they drove to the beach. They 
have two young granddaughters now who they hope will also 
take rides in the rumble seat, but with one addition,  Seat Belts! 

The car is now in its new home in Mission Viejo & many neigh-
bors came out to see it before the cover went back on. 



Palomar Model A Ford Club 

North San Diego County 
2410 Appian Rd Carlsbad, CA 92010  
Phone: 760-729-4865  
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com   

The Reflector is published in Escondido, CA after the 20th of each 
month with item deadlines on the 15th. For questions on The 
Reflector, contact the editor, David Frazee at 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

the picture 
In this issue’s era fashion 
trends article on page 8, I 
mention several times 
how difficult it was to find 
an era picture of anyone 
in ear muffs.  

Persistence pays, though, 
and this is a photo of 
Betty Houle  and her doll 
in 1933 as a model for the 
Greenwood company.  
She is now 96 and still 
lives in Farmington, ME 

A MAFCA Newsletter of Merit 
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