
Within the October 24, 1928 issue of The Madera 
Tribune there is an article titled “Fashion Wave 
has Hit Auto”.  

This single article introduces way more than I 
should put into a single issue.  I plan to spread 
out my ideas through a short series, each issue 
covering several ideas and what I’ve found to 
back them up.  I’ll start with the article itself: 

 

FASHION WAVE HAS HIT AUTO 

By FRANCES PAGET Copyright, 1928, by Wom-
en's Wear Magazine ' 

NEW YORK. Oct. 23. — (United Press) — Wom-
en's influence was marked and commented on 
freely by the International press when the Paris 
Automobile Exposition opened its doors. Indeed 
many of the cars were decorated by women art-
ists, and all attested to the influence of women 
and fashion.  

New baggage contrivances, such as hat boxes 
and coat hangers, were introduced, and such 
materials as tapestry and leopard skin were re-
ported as effectively used for madame's sedan. 
What a change from the early days of the auto-
mobile, when practically everything about It. and 
certainly its linen dusters, and goggles and hel-
mets and veils were unsightly.  

A woman, be she driver or passenger, is no long-
er handicapped in her choice of effective motor-
ing garb. She Is inclined to go to the length of 
preserving harmony in the coloring of her car and 
her costumes. The feminization of fashion, which 
for a while was swayed by masculine Influences 
Is commented on further in Paris reports whether 
women are becoming more feminine, whatever 
that may mean, or whether the upper classes are 
again leisure classes, the Haute Couture has 
paid increased attention to negligees for the last 
year or so, and one can find in Paris a great vari-
ety of type design with a slight leaning toward 
modernistic effects. The entire feeling in the 

mode today is for apparel appropriate to the oc-
casion, and expressive of not only of one’s indi-
viduality, but of one’s endeavor. 

I 
 hope to answer who was Frances Paget? 
What was Women’s Wear Magazine? What 
was the Paris Automobile Exposition? Who 

were some of the women artists who decorated 
the displayed cars and how were they unusual? 

What was a car’s hat box and a coat hanger? 
How have car interiors changed over the years? 
How did ladies dress in the early days of cars?  

What’s the history of women dressing in shades 
that harmonize with their cars? Did women at an 
earlier time dress more to attract men than to 
look like a woman or to be comfortable? Did the 
Jazz Age—when the upper classes let loose and 
partied — wait until October 1928 to debut in  
Paris? What special improvements to a woman’s 
nighties were made in 1927? Did dressing for 
your endeavor gain a certain flair in the late twen-
ties? 

Throughout this series, I’ll let you know road-
blocks I encounter and hope to lend you an idea 
of what the readers of that article might have un-
derstood that it was trying to tell them and what, if 
anything, might have been influenced to change 
by the 1928 Paris Automobile Exposition. 
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President’s Message 

Minutes from January 

Hello everyone! 

I ran my first meeting January 4th. Yikes that was 
scarry for me.  Overall, I think it went pretty well. 
We officially have all board member seats filled! 

Thank you so much stepping up to help directing 
our club down the path to Model A nirvana!  Alt-
hough we don't have a short tour director we have 
something better.  We have several tour directors 
with five short tours lined up.  We need more ide-
as and help with organizing the details of our out-
ings. Please step up and I will help where I 
can.  The long tour to CCRG in Santa Maria looks 
promising with five cars going so far. 

We are having a board meeting on Jan 25 at 
Panera Bread at 455 Hacienda Dr. in Vista at 
10:00 AM. If anyone would like to join us come on 
down.  That’s the skinny from the prez for now.  I 
can't wait to see you all at the next meeting I'll 
Bee there with a veil on. 

Prez 

Call To Order:  The January 4, 2023 meeting of 
the Palomar Model A Ford Club was called to or-
der at 7:00 p.m. by President Mark Gre0enlee. 
Larry Beel led the flag salute. We had 23 Club 
members in attendance.  
Minutes:  We had a motion from Bill Adams to 
approve the minutes, and after a second motion 
from Karen Beel, the Club voted to approve.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Bruce Furbush 
reported that he had been in contact with out-
going treasurer, Greg Wilson, and was soon to 
be able to perform the duties of the office. He re-
ported the bank balance as of November 30, 
2022 and listed expenses and income up to that 
night. Expenses included bills from Rancho Ber-
nardo Print Pros for Reflector printing, the Hunter 
for the installation dinner, Greg Wilson for addi-
tional party supplies, and David Frazee for the 
trophy for Most Outstanding Member of the Year. 
Once Bruce is able to have access to the account 
and do the accounting, he will provide a more 
timely account balance. Ed Simpson then made a 
motion to both approve the report and to pay the 
bills. After a second motion from Chuck 
Grabowski, the motion passed. 

Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  No visitors 
were present. It was reported that Jim King had 
passed on December 26

th
. Janette Smith had re-

cently contracted Covid and both Bruce and Rick 
decided to stay home from the meeting out of 
caution.  Roseanne Meyerhoff, who is going 
through cancer treatments, also decided to stay 
home to be cautious. 
Old Business: Mark made a plea for members 
to step up and take on positions on our Board of 
Directors. Most current officers have been in 
place for a number of years and plan to retire. 
Barbara Kruegel made a suggestion that we al-
low for multiple people taking the empty posi-
tions. Mark proposed a board meeting to take 
place on the Wednesday a week prior to the next 
meeting, January 25

th
, 2023; location and time to 

be determined. Karen Beel agreed to take the 
position of secretary pro tem if she was able in 
order for David Frazee to continue putting out the 
Reflector. 
Short Tour Report:  There were no short tours 
in December.  Mark set forth a prepared list of 
short tours for the early months and proceeded to 
appoint leaders for those tours. The February 4

th
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tour will be to the Oceanside Surf Museum – 
Leader, Ed Simpson. The (probable) March 4

th
 

tour will be to Camp Pendleton’s World War II/
Korea LVT “Mechanized Museum” – Leader 
Clyde Marion. The April 8

th
 tour will be to the San 

Diego Automotive Museum in Balboa Park – 
Leader Stoney Stonebreaker.  
A tour to the Living Coast Discovery Center in 
Chula Vista and to the Kruegels for lunch as well 
as a trip to Pete Aardema’s shop to see the fast-
est Model A Ford and a selection of V-12 engines 
will be saved for warmer months. 
New Business:  Mark reported that he has plans 
for adding programing to our regular meetings, 
starting with his own talk on apiculture – Bee 
Keeping – for the February meeting followed by 
Donna Lugo about the Ukulele and Anthony 
Lugo’s friend, Artist Paul Weber, “Dr. Duck.” Con-
tact Mark if you have future ideas. 
Mark wants to encourage folks to join, look at, 
and participate in the club’s Facebook page.  
Post your current projects, especially post photos 
of any new car you acquire, and read your posts 
so you can be aware of the club’s tour and meet-
ing plans. 
Long Tour Report:  David Frazee told about the 
Pomona chapter’s plans to travel Highway 66 to 
Laughlin, Nevada from February 10

th
 through 

12th and asked for a show of hands of those in-
terested so he could email them sign up sheets.  
Karen Beel mentioned that several members 
were interested in going to the Colorado Club’s 
High Country Tour in Breckenridge June 11 - 
June 16, 2023. 
Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson reviewed 
the items available for members.  
Reflector Director’s Report: David Frazee re-
ported that the official mailing address of the club 
will be 2558 Arroyo Canyon Rd. in Escondido, 
CA 92025.  
Membership:  David Frazee has agreed to take 
the position jointly with Mark Greenlee for 2023. 
He reported 51 paid memberships with few sur-
prises.  People will have until the February meet-
ing to pay dues in order to be listed in the 2023 
Member Handbook.  
Tech Director:  Chuck Grabowski encouraged 
members to purchase  both Tiny Tips for Your 
Model A and Tiny Tips for Your Model A Volume 
2, sold my MAFCA and for members to all have 
CB radios for our tours. 
Raffle:  Jon and Anna Velasco conducted the  

raffle. There was no Attendance Prize, Howard 
Kruegel won the Birthday Prize, and Jim Kruegel 
was the 50/50 winner. 
Official Vote for Board: David Frazee moved 
that the club accept the slate of officers, now 
agreeing to volunteer to each of their positions, 
which is, as follows: Mark Greenlee, President; 
Ed Simpson, Vice President; Karen Beel, Secre-
tary; Bruce Furbush, Secretary, David Frazee, 
Membership; David Frazee, Newsletter Editor; 
Bruce Howe, Long Tour Chair; By Individual Ap-
pointment, Short Tour Chair; Jon & Anna Velas-
co, Raffle; Barbara Kreugel, Publicity; Shiela 
Saxman, Webmaster; Anthony & Donna Lugo, 
Hospitality; John & Judy Burrell, Librarian;, and 
David Frazee, SoCal Regional Rep.  That was 
seconded by Steve Currie and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
Adjournment:  After a very successful and in-
formative gathering, the meeting adjourned at 
8:11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by David Frazee, filling in 
for new Secretary, Karen Beel. 

Minutes continued 

Jim King 
DECEMBER 14, 1926 – DECEMBER 26, 2022 

Jim King was a 22 year member of the Palomar 
A’s. He owned a 29 Roadster, 30 Victoria, and 31 
Delux Phaeton. It was the Phaeton I remember 
him driving to shows with Janie and many Del Mar 
Rotary presidents arrived in it for their demotion 
parties. 

Born in the area, after a time in the navy fighting in 
WWII, he returned and after becoming a plumbing 
contractor, he and brother Bob started a Culligan 
Soft Water Service. He was on the Solana Beach 
School Board, the Cedros Design District, and the 
Santa Fe Irrigation District.  

He was also a 10 gallon donor for the San Diego 
Blood Bank.  If you wish to make a donation in 
Jim's memory, the family suggests the San Diego 
Blood Bank. 

He was preceded in death by Bob and Janie. He 
is survived by his son Jim (Sue), daughters Teri 
and Nancy (Rebecca), and grandchildren Amy 
(Steve), Kristin (Eduard), and Justin. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be held at Solana Beach Presbyter-
ian Church on Saturday, January 21, 2023 at 11 
a.m., followed by a reception. 
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Frances Paget was born July 23, 1879, the 
youngest child of multi-talented school teacher/
cooper/and wealthy farmer, Silas Padgett, in 
Owego, New York, a village on the Pennsylva-
nia boarder, 70 miles north of Scranton. In 1928 
she became a nationally syndicated fashion ex-
pert not because she was born to it, but by tak-
ing many small steps. 

Paget trained to become a teacher, attending 
little Elmira College, the closest teacher’s col-
lege to Owego. She was hired as one of the first 
French teachers at the first high school in the 
Bronx, Morris High School.  Some of her fa-
mous students may have included, Armand 
Hammer, industrialist; Meyer Weisgal, Polish-
American journalist and playwright; Max Lieber, 
Polish-American literary agent; Arthur Murray, 
ballroom dancer; Alex Osburn, advertising execu-
tive and man who coined the term Brainstorming; 
and even Mae Questel, the actress who voiced 
Betty Boop and Olive Oil; and late in her teach-
ing, Milton Berle, although as an established child 
star who claimed that his higher education came 
from ”Clown College”, he probably was not her 
best student. 

She enjoyed her life as an unmarried teacher. 
With summers off, she traveled to Europe several 
times. Eventually she attended French universi-
ties in Paris and Grenoble. Paget also attended 
conferences and extensively read her favorite 
classics. In November 1916, she delivered a lec-
ture titled “Special Points in Classroom Technics” 
to the 8th annual conference of the Modern Lan-
guage Association held in New York.  She must 
have caught the attention of the chairman of that 
conference, William R Price, the Modern Lan-
guage Specialist of the New York State Depart-
ment of Education in Albany and one of the 
founders of the MLA. 

The next February, Price resigned his position 
and became the Chair of Modern Languages at 
Girl’s High School in Brooklyn. There might have 
been a love connection that explains that, but 
Price doesn’t divorce his wife of 22 years, Kate, 
until five years later, after his youngest graduates 
from high school and enters Columbia on schol-
arship, and for his commute to Brooklyn he chose 
to move far from the Bronx to the end of the trolly 
line in Freeport.  

Eventually, however, Price does marry Paget Au-
gust 7, 1922, and the couple continue their Euro-

pean vacations. William wrote and edited several 
books and since they both die within the next 18 
years, that could have been enough. 

Winnifred J Ovitte, the longtime fashion editor of 
Women's Wear magazine began writing these 
articles to be distributed by United Press in June 
of 1928,  She soon decided to find someone else 
to take over, but why Frances Paget?  One possi-
ble connection is that in 1915, as she’d separated 
from her husband, Attorney Albert Ovitte, that the 
“Wesley Price” she is listed as the wife of in the 
New York State Census was actually “William 
Raleigh Price” Frances’s future husband.  

Whether that was true, or they simply met each 
other aboard a transatlantic crossing, or shared a 
coffee at a French café, or, if the “Frances Paget” 
who wrote the articles between 1928 and 1931 
was merely someone’s pseudonym, the articles 
were never terribly popular selected to appear in 
hundreds of newspapers.  Merely dozens with 
only a handful carrying the feature through its en-
tire run.  I suspect that as opposed to fashion arti-
cles explaining ways to update last year’s dress, 
or how to sew your own on a budget, articles ex-
plaining how the clothes ladies were currently 
wearing were out of style, and must be made with 
exotic materials, probably didn’t excite female 
readers after the market crashed and banks were 
closing. 

To close, as all of the best stories have a local 
connection, this one does, too.  After she retired 
from Women’s Wear Magazine, Winnifred Jones 
Ovitte, moved first to San Diego, and then up to 
1255 Eucalyptus Ave. in Vista. She died August 
3, 1953, and was cremated over at Eternal Hills. 

Frances Paget 
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Birthdays 
Nedra Grabowski 1 Feb 

Anna Velasco 5 Feb 

Eric Woolen  17 Feb 

Bill Horn  18 Feb 

Clyde Marion  20 Feb 

Nancy Quinlan 22 Feb 

Jim Ball & M.A. Morrison 14 Feb 

Anniversaries 

RAMON LUGO.—Mexican lightweight fought in 57 
contests in which he won 33, lost 17, and had 7 no 
decisions-all within just four years. Between March 
1927 and the end of 1928, Ramon fought 28 times 
with 22 wins, 2 losses, and 4 no decisions. On Au-
gust 31,1929, Lugo would fight Barney Ross in his 
debut. Ross would later be a boxing champion in 
three weight divisions. 

Despite his success, I can’t connect him to some-
one before or after.  I hope that he was the Ramon 
Lugo pulled from the bus in Banning on Aug 20, 
1935, & arrested for taking $30 from Eloissa Mora-
ga. Charges were dropped after he married her. 

Ancestors in Action 

The Salon de l'Automobile is a biennial auto 
show in Paris. Held during October annually 
for a century, and then in even years for the 
last quarter century (Munich & Tokyo are the 
locations for odd years). It is the oldest, found-
ed in 1898 and the most attended auto show 
in the world. It is important because of the de-
buts of new production automobiles and con-
cept cars. The show was organized by Cham-
bre Syndicale de l'Automobile at the time, but 
now is run by an association of international 
auto manufacturers. 

For the 1928 show, 80 French automakers 
had displays compared to only 26 from Ameri-
ca. It remains mostly French, but with fewer 
and fewer manufacturers in the world, individ-
ual manufacturers now have larger displays.   

I had wanted to write a unique article on the 
women involved with this particular salon, but 
although I have access to dozens of articles 
on the 1928 edition, I do not have access to 
the Bulletin Officiel de la 22e Chambre Syn-
dicale Nationale l'Automobile Salon which 
would possibly provide me the info. (in 
French). Paget’s is the only one mentioning 
women. 

The articles I found were often by representa-
tives of American manufacturers saying noth-
ing about the show except that their company 
was the best poised for a major sales increase 
in 1929.  I also found articles on cars with yel-
low chrome, colorful roofs, fenders, and brake 
drums. There were articles detailing the color 
schemes of many cabriolet limousines the 
French companies displayed, and articles on 
mechanical advances like four-wheel brakes & 
independent front suspension. 

Paris Car Salon  



The lineage of Women’s Wear Magazine – now 
WWD, has both an oft copied mythical back-
ground and a true back story. Mythically, E. W. 
Fairchild bought a press rag from success selling 
soap, and single-handedly turned it into an inter-
national leader in women’s fashion overnight, his 
seeing a huge void in the market.  

The true story begins with John B. Waldo, son of 
a successful lumber merchant, who began work-
ing as a grocery clerk in his teens. He was hired 
by Howard, White, Crowell & Co. in 1885 for the 
Chicago Commercial Bulletin and soon he was 
editing the publication. In 1890 Waldo founded 
the Chicago Apparel Gazette with funding by 
stock broker, Edmund Wade Fairchild, whose 
younger brothers operated a successful soap 
business.  On March 29, 1892 Fairchild used his 
own money this time to join Waldo to found the 
Waldo-Fairchild company, operating the Chicago 
Apparel Gazette, and to directly compete with 
Howard, White and Crowell by starting the Daily 
Trade Record with plans to distribute it at the Chi-
cago World’s Fair in 1893. Its success was truly 
in covering the men’s apparel industry, though.   

I don’t have access to preserved copies of both 
newspapers, (Even the Chicago Public Library 
doesn’t have preserved copies) so I don’t know 
that they did use the same writers/stories for both 
papers, but it seems likely. They both were 
known by varying names throughout their lives, 

including the Daily News Record, later shortened 
to just DNR (to de-emphasize that the once daily 
publication had been decreased to just three 
times a week and then eventually once a week). 
The headquarters of Waldo-Fairchild moved to 
Manhattan, near the garment district and Madi-
son Ave. in 1901.  The Chicago Apparel Gazette 
continued publication in Chicago and the compa-
ny found two additional fashion magazines, 
Men’s Wear and Hat Life. In 1910, Women’s 
Wear Magazine began as a once-a-week page in 
DNR, was spun off as a standalone in 1919, and 
later became a daily.   

Eventually, the Chicago Apparel Gazette became 
Men’s Wear- Chicago Apparel Gazette edition 
continuing at least until WWII. In 1983, Men’s 
Wear, was shortened to M.  Women’s Wear Daily 
was shortened to WWD – not W. W, also a fash-
ion magazine, once published by Fairchild, was 
founded separately, in 1972; Wikipedia highlights 
W’s oversized format as a difference between the 
two magazines. 

Importantly for the life of the myth, Fairchild 
bought out Waldo entirely in 1903 and his son 
and grandson were the publishers until the com-
pany’s merger with, yes, The Disney Company in 
1997.  Disney is not the only local tie to the story, 
however. The Fairchilds working as stock brokers 
included Edmund’s nephew Allan N Fairchild, and 
Allan is buried in the San Marcos Cemetery. 

The History of Women’s Wear Magazine 
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Tiny Tips 4 ur Model A Tours Long & Short 
 Chuck recommended the utility of MAFCA’s 
book Tiny Tips for your Model A 2008, $14.00 
at the most recent meeting.  Once in a while, 
I’ve used a tip from it to fill in the tech talk arti-
cles in the newsletter.  

Old timers seem to know how to do things on 
their Model A faster and easier than everyone 
else. Their tried and proven tips passed down 
by hobbyist mechanics help make mainte-
nance and restoration tasks easier. The Re-
storer has for 50 years been publishing these 
mechanical insights.   

From issue #2 through 1963, most were 
penned by professional car restorer G. H. 
“Tiny” Snell—nicknamed Tiny for his large 
size. In 1960, he opened up his column Tiny 
Tips to other old timer mechanics and pre-
sented the author whose work was selected 
for that month’s issue with a a book titled Ti-
ny’s Tips. Sadly, not even the Library of Con-
gress has a copy now. 

After Snell left the publication, The Restorer 
had the wisdom of Urban Stair for many 
years. Urb was a mechanic who tinkered with 
his cars in order to get the most power, speed, 
and reliability out of them. He competed in the 
Great Race multiple times. He bragged that 
he had rebuilt and sold over 1000 Zenith car-
buretors through advertising in The Restorer.  

The tips included in the first edition span eve-
rything from Air Filters to Wrist Pins.  I’d love 
to over the years include each and every one 
of the tips included in these books in The Re-
flector, but even if I somehow did, they would-
n’t be as useful to you than the way these 
books are organized and illustrated.  They al-
so make fine bathroom reading. 

Put on your calendars and invite a friend to go 
on these tours coming up in 2023. 

February 4—The Surf Museum 312 Pier View 
Wy, Oceanside meet at Palomar Estates at 
9:30 for a 10:00 AM departure. 

March 4—Camp Pendleton’s World War II/
Korea LVT “Mechanized Museum” Time and 
meet-up location to be determined. 

March 18/19—Orange County Pancake Break-
fast.  Leave in the morning so we can di lunch 
and antiquing in Old Towne Orange—Note: 
C.W. Moss normally closes at 1pm on Satur-
days. Spend the night at the Best Western 
(714) 633-7720 for reservations. A trendy Mexi-
can restaurant chain has moved into the nearby 
building called Kalaveras (Spanish for “skull” 
but spelled with a K instead.) Others not want-
ing to spend the night can go directly to Hart 
Park 701 S Glassell St Orange which opens at 
7:30am. 

April 8—San Diego Automotive Museum. Bal-
boa Park. Potentially tickets are $10 each. The 
new exhibit is “UnPopular Mechanics” and it 
might continue through April. Meetup location 
and time TBD. 

April 20-23—CCRG in Santa Maria. Call the 
Radisson  805-928-8000 for reservations. Go 
online to www.santamariamodelaclub.com for 
application and tour information. 

May 6—Local Tour, probably to Pete Aarde-
ma’s machine shop. Tour details TBD 

June 8-18—Colorado Chapter’s “High Country 
Tour” or the Breckenridge Tour - 

- Local Tour, normally scheduled June 10, 
potentially cancelled because of conflicts. 

July 8—Living Coast Discovery Center in Chula 
Vista & the Kruegel’s.  



Palomar Model A Ford Club 
PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  
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February, 2023 
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