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photo page 
In honor of both MLK, Jr. Day and Black History Month, here are 
a group of notable Black American men with cool cars—Fords 
when that was possible. 

MLK, Jr. riding Ford’s Magic Skyway at the New York World’s Fair 
in 1964,  Malcolm X with his 1963 Olds 88, Henry Ford & George 
Washington Carver with a 1940 Ford Fordor, Jesse Owens      

advertising a 1969 Mercury Montego, Casius Clay purchased a 
pink 1960 Cadillac for his mother with the purse from his first 
professional fight,  Jim Barbour, Tuskegee Airman, and his     
beloved 1934 Packard. 
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president’s message 

mafca news 
January 5 - California is going through a serious increase in 
COVID-19 cases. Orange County, where our office is located, has 
issued another “Stay at Home” order. “Orange County residents 
will continue to be required to stay at home as much as possible 
and not gather with other households to reduce exposure due to 
our region’s available intensive care unit (ICU) capacity being 
under 15 percent.” 

Until ICU capacity increases to over 15%, MAFCA will be oper-

ating remotely. Additionally, our staff has been restricted due to 
exposure to COVID-19. 

Please be patient with us. It may take a while for us to get you 
the answers you wish or provide the orders you have placed in 
our store. We ask your indulgence. Hopefully, by the end of  
January, things will be better. We will let you know. 

Thanks. Bill Truesdell 2021 President 

I am writing this President's Message on 1-14-21 so I can get it to 
David by the 15th.  I am driving my Pickup down to the Cabrillo 
Monument on Point Loma tomorrow. You don't get many days 
like this in February!!  I will take the same route that we took to 
Mt. Soledad on last "tour".  I will then go down to Pacific Beach 
where I grew up.  Then on to the Monument.  The views from 
there are spectacular on a day like today or tomorrow.  I will take 
the freeway home. On the freeway I keep my speed between 55 
and 58 mph.  Going 60 mph or higher causes the gas milage to go 
own drastically due the wind resistance.  If all goes well, I would 
like to lead the club on a tour to the Cabrillo Monument when 
the pandemic is over. 

The vaccines are being distributed now so we ca see progress in 
getting the Palomar Model A club back to functioning as normal 
as possible.  I am 79 years old and I hope I can get the vaccine by 
the end of February.  By the end of summer, the general popula-
tion should be vaccinated and the club can start function with 
regular meetings and tours.  I will contact the Hunter Steak 
House to put us on their calendar for the second Saturday of De-
cember for our Installation Dinner in the next couple of weeks. 

Sometime in the late spring or early summer The Board and I 
should contact Palomar Estates Association to see about the club 
continuing to use the Meeting Hall for our club meetings.  There 
are a lot of unknowns with these plans.  We can only hope for 
the burst. 

I am going to start a series on my experience with building a "B" 
engine with insert bearings, a thrust bearing, and a counter bal-
anced crack shaft.  This would be the same engine as I have in my 
Pickup.  I don't have a Model A to put it in, but it is a project to 
keep my sanity during the isolation of the pandemic.  I planned 
on restoring the engine I bought near Stockton in 2019.  It came 
with a Stromberg carburetor, the cover for a fuel pump and no 
oil return pipe.  I dismantled the engine down to basic block.  I 
then sent it to Antique Engine Rebuilding in Skokie, Illinois.  They 
rebuilt the engine that is in my pickup and I am very happy with 
it.  After they sandblasted the engine, they said the block had too 
many cracks in it and they could not rebuild it. I was very disap-
pointed and I had them send the block back to me. 

 I found one crack going for an exhaust valve toward a cylinder 
and one on going from a small hole in the water jacket near the 

edge of the block to a stud hole. I have seen many Model A en-
gines with these types of cracks repaired with the "Stich-N-Lock" 
system.  I don't know why the people in Skolie did want to fix 
these cracks, but I am going to restore this engine.  The problem 
is finding a machinist locally to do this job.  Many members sent 
their engines, fly wheels, etc. to Guy who had a shop at the 
CarQuest on Mission Ave. in Oceanside. He did a great job on our 
projects at very reasonable price. Due to the pandemic that Car 
Quest went out of business.   

I have had the machinist at HDS Auto Parts and Machine, at 1960 
W. Mission, Ste. 2, Escondido, CA 92029-1114 do work for me 
and I have found them to be very good.  I brought the block to 
them and they took the time to let me explain what I wanted to 
do with the engine.  They saw now problem with the cracks.  
They will surface the deck of the block and Mana Flux the block 
to find all the cracks.  They offered to let me see them repair the 
cracks on a Saturday.  I explained the thrust bearing to them and 
they said they could do it if I gave them plans and the brass 
thrust washers.   

I will let you know how this project progress.  I am looking for-
ward to it. 

HDS Auto Parts and Machine is in the alley behind the Car Quest 
on Mission.  If you need machine work done, I recommend them. 

 

Chuck Grabowsky 
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notes from here & there 

WYTV.com of Youngstown, Ohio has a fun videoed tour of Don 
Snyder’s, of  Snyder’s Antique Automotive Parts, personal car 
collection. 

Jay McCord was interviewed on KSBY.com of San Luis Obispo 
back in September about the Santa Maria’s Club’s raffle in place 
of the Old Orcutt Car Show they used to raise money for their 
annual $1000 worth of scholarships to students in the industrial 
technology department of the local Allan Hancock Community 
College .  

 A winner of the 2020 Youth Restoration Award from The Model 
“A” Restorers Club and the Model A Club of America, Clay 
MacWhirter, sponsored by Canada’s Capital A’s, has a good long 
interview in The Review of Eastern Ontario. The 21-year-old, 
who has created both a working blacksmith shop and a replica of 
a general store on his parent’s property. Over the years he has 
brought back to life all kinds of antiques, from accordions to 
vintage mechanical machinery. 

Another winner of MAFCA and MARC’s 2020 Youth Restoration 
Awards, this time from Jefferson City, Missouri  is 2019 Helias 
Catholic High School graduate Joshua Schubert. Last year, Josh 
joined the Mid-Mo Old Car Club, after stopping by one of the 
club's cruise-in events. Not long after joining, longtime member 
Wes Scott reached out, Schubert said, and has become a men-
tor, helping him navigate restoration projects. Scott purchased 
his first Model A when he was also a teen—back in 1961 for $50. 

Last year the Gilmore Museum had to say goodbye to a beauti-
fully restored Woody belonging to Tim Wiggins that had been on 
loan to the Museum for several years.  As luck would have it, a 
1931 Woody has just been donated to the museum by Rob    
Gibby from Pennsylvania.  Rob has owned this car since 1963 
while he was in school.  We hope to have it safely installed in the 
Museum by February—Marsha Quesnel, MAFFI Trustee. 

Super Bowl LIV winning coach, Andy Reid drives his ‘28 Coupe 
originally purchased by his Dad after WWII, who drove it 50 
years before leaving it to Andy who had it restored. 

https://www.wytv.com/myvalleycars/my-valley-cars-snyders-antiques-december-2020/
https://www.ksby.com/news/local-news/santa-maria-model-a-ford-club-awards-several-1-000-scholarships-to-allan-hancock-college-students
https://thereview.ca/2020/12/08/model-a-restoration-project-a-labor-of-love-for-vankleek-hills-clay-macwhirter/
https://thereview.ca/2020/12/08/model-a-restoration-project-a-labor-of-love-for-vankleek-hills-clay-macwhirter/
https://www.newstribune.com/news/features/story/2020/sep/24/20-year-old-takes-on-restoration-projects-of-1930s-era-vehicles/842644/
https://www.newstribune.com/news/features/story/2020/sep/24/20-year-old-takes-on-restoration-projects-of-1930s-era-vehicles/842644/
https://www.chiefs.com/video/andy-reid-talks-about-how-he-restored-his-father-s-ford-model-a
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the great frame up 
42. Assemble above assembly (operation 41) to left side of 
frame assembly with two bolts and nuts. Tighten. 

   (41. Steering gear housing and column assembly, Lighting 
switch assembly.) 

You have to appreciate these words above.  Basically, it’s saying 
poke a couple of bolts through and tighten, and you’re done! 
Well, eventually there is the operation #63. “Assemble all wires 
to horn, head lights, starter and generator. “  What I have been 
unable to find in any of these operations are the words “adjust” 
or “align” or “check”.  There is a #71. “Final inspection,” but I am 
pretty certain that during that inspection, there was no time 
allowed for correcting a 30 degree slop in the steering because 
of a poorly adjusted drag link or a loose thrust screw. 

The thing is, almost nothing is more scary than hitting black ice, 
a pot hole, or a strong gust of wind from an 18 wheeler when 
you’ve got too much play in your steering wheel, and there are 
several suggestions for tightening things up.  Rather than going 
into them, I’d like to direct you to Aligning the Model A Gemmer 
Steering Gear for Straight Ahead Driving by Wiley Higgins and 
Model A Ford Steering by Neal Anderson.  I looked again for a 
video describing various ways to adjust-out the wiggle from the 
wheel, but this is not the best way to learn about the various 
issues.  Only reading articles and getting your hands greasy your-
self, seems to provide you with the answers you’ll need. 

 

joan moore 
Joan Moore was born December 11, 1937 to Woodrow and Mar-
jorie Wilson, probably in Bay Minette, Alabama.  That seems 
appropriate because Bay Minette is just next door to Hurricane, 
Alabama and she and the world around her were often a swirl of 
activity.  Her parents did not get along and somewhere in her 
teens, Marjorie moved with daughters Joan and Betty to 
Oceanside, California. 

That’s where Marjorie married Ernest Frazee. Although she did-
n’t end up taking his surname, Joannie told me that with every-
thing that happened in her childhood, she came to love her step-
father and adopted grandmother, Gladys “Gram” Frazee, and 
would visit the house on Stewart St. in Oceanside quite a lot. 

Her marriage to Tommy Leonard was not long, but from it she 
had her only child, Bill.  Soon after their split, she married Wayne 
Moore and the two have embarked on a near 60 year adven-
ture, including long trips, scuba diving, and Model A Fords. 

Unfortunately, after acquiring several ailments throughout the 
last decade, including most recently, the coronavirus, Joan gave 
up the ghost, January 13, 2021. 

She is survived by her husband Wayne, her son Bill and his wife 
Candice, her grandsons Jeremy (Candy) and Adam, and one 
great grandchild, Karma, and two adopted great, grandchildren, 
Byron and Emily.  

https://modelafordclub.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/Aligning-the-Model-A-Gemmer-Steering-Box-Aug-11.pdf
https://modelafordclub.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/Aligning-the-Model-A-Gemmer-Steering-Box-Aug-11.pdf
http://1929modelaford.blogspot.com/2013/01/model-ford-steering-by-neal-anderson.html
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happy story 

There is a Model A engine for sale, $100. The seller also has 
miscellaneous parts as well. 

Bill Britsch 

Phone = 760-433-0710 

Email_Address =Jwbritsch@cox.net 

A boy was born in a poor 
neighborhood of New Orle-
ans known as the "Back of 
Town." He was a grandson of 
slaves. His father abandoned 
the family when he was an 
infant His mother became a 
prostitute and the boy and 
his sister had to live with 
their grandmother. 

Early in life he proved to be 
gifted for music and with 
three other kids he sang in 
the streets of New Orleans. 
His first gains were coins that 
were thrown to them. 

A Jewish family, Karnofsky, 
who had emigrated from 
Lithuania to the USA, had 
pity for the 7-year-old boy 
and brought him into their 
home. Initially giving him 
'housework' in exchange for 
food. He remained and slept 
in this Jewish family's home 
where. For the first time in 
his life, he was treated with 
kindness and tenderness. 

When he went to bed, Mrs. 
Karnovsky sang him a Rus-
sian lullaby that he would 
sing with her. Later, he 

learned to sing and play sev-
eral Russian & Jewish songs. 

Over time, this boy became 
the family’s adopted son. 
The Karnofskys bought him 
his first musical instrument. 

They sincerely admired his 
musical talent. Later, when 
he became a professional 
musician and composer, he 
used Jewish melodies in 
compositions, such as St. 
James Infirmary and Go 
Down Moses. 

The little black boy grew up 
and wrote a book about this 
Jewish family who had 
adopted him in 1907. In 
memory of this family and 
until the end of his life, he 
wore a Star of David and said 
that in this family, he had 
learned "how to live real life 
and determination.” 

You might recognize his 
name. This little boy was: 
Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong. 

Louis Armstrong proudly 
spoke fluent Yiddish! And 
"Satchmo" is Yiddish for "Big 
Cheeks"!!! 



Palomar Model A Ford Club 

North San Diego County 
2410 Appian Rd Carlsbad, CA 92010  
Phone: 760-729-4865  
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com   

The Reflector is published in Escondido, CA after the 20th of each 
month with item deadlines on the 15th. For questions on The 
Reflector, contact the editor, David Frazee at 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

Write for MAFCA 

Do you have an inter-
esting Model A experi-
ence, useful technical 
advice, or a recently dis-
covered trunk full of 
clothes from your great-
grandparents? Write 
about it for The Restorer! 
The Restorer magazine is 
published bimonthly and 
mailed to some 10,000 
MAFCA members and 
chapters. For each issue, 
the club seeks interesting, 
useful information. We 
especially encourage arti-
cles on topics, including: • 
How-to-Repair/Restore 
Technical Articles • Sto-
ries About Model A’s, 
Their History, or Owners • 
Reports of Model A 
Events & Tours • Era 
Fashion Articles • MAFCA 
Meets and Events • “Tiny 
Tips”  

Here is how! 

A MAFCA Newsletter of Merit 
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https://www.mafca.com/downloads/Restorer/RestorerGuidelines.pdf

