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photo page 
For December, The Reflector celebrates red as a color to paint 
your Model A.  There were three colors of red paint used on 
Model A Fords, Vermillion      and Aurora Red       stripes, and 
after June of 1930, wheels, on many black and maroon models.  
However, also in 1930 Ford included rubellite red        as a body 
color in commercial vehicles.  None of these colors was a strong 
and bright as fire engine red       but they do blend well with 
black or stand out from maroon       . 

Of course, whatever red is chosen to paint a Model A, authentic 
or fanciful, the result will be both beautiful and provide some 
festivity when driven during the holidays. 

Three of these cars pictured, I can identify.  The tow truck is on 

exhibit at the Model A Ford Museum in Hickory Corners. The 
1929 Roadster Pickup was restored and later sold by Stoney 
Stonebreaker, and the 1929 Woodie Wagon is owned by Doug 
and Linda Dixon. 

I once dreamed of owning a Model A fire truck, driving it in pa-
rades with a well-trained pet dalmatian beside me, ringing the 
bell, and waving to a cheering crowd once a year. It’s taken quite 
a long time for me to say it, but my dad was definitely right in 
directing me towards other models as well as dog breeds. Still, 
they’re very nice to look at and fit in well at Christmas. 
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president’s message 
 

Whew! 

 

After 35 President’s Messages, there isn’t much to say.  I, on the 
other hand, would like to say that Chuck has earned a well de-
served reprieve from typing this month, and to give him our 
heartfelt thanks for all of his hard work. 

There are several items  to consider, so please note: 

If you haven’t paid your dues, send them to the Treasurer. 

$20 in cash or check made out to Palomar Model A Club 

Greg Wilson 
373 Lado de Loma Drive 
Vista, CA  92083 

If you haven’t made your choice and payment for the Installation 
lunch and Christmas Party at the Hunter Restaurant at 1221 
Vista Way, Oceanside (11:30 on December 11th)  

The choices are Steak, Chicken, or Prime Rib, and the cost is $30 
per person. Send cash or check, again to the Treasurer. 

If you would like to participate in the club’s gift exchange at the 
party, please bring a wrapped present, with a value between 
$15 and $20, and note on a tag whether it is appropriate for a 
man, woman, or either.  You will exchange that present for a 
raffle ticket and will have the opportunity to chose another pre-
sent from those brought by other members. 

Almost everyone has a photo to go along with their information 
to be included in the 2022 Membership Handbook (Directory).  
Many of us have acquired or released from our grip, some great 
Model As in the time since this information was gathered.  It 
would be nice to update that list. 

 

Did you know that the club has a website and a Facebook page? 

Palomar A's - Model A Club (www.palomarmodelaclub.org)  

And  www.facebook.com/groups/palomarmafca  

We’d be happy for you to join our private Facebook group and 
share birthday and anniversary wishes, tour photos, event re-
minders, and the occasional tidbit of era or Model A trivia. 

We have Breakfasts scheduled throughout 2022: 

1/27 @ Village Kitchen & Pie Shoppe—Carlsbad 
2/24 @ Time Out Cafe - 1011 S. Santa Fe, Vista 
3/24 @ The Money Pit—1360 E Mission, San Marcos 
4/28 @ Golden Egg Omelet House  - 316 W. Mission Escondido 
5/26 @ Village Kitchen & Pie Shoppe—Carlsbad 
6/23 @ Time Out Cafe - Vista 
7/28 @ The Money Pit—San Marcos 
8/25 @ Golden Egg Omelet House  - Escondido 
9/22 @ Village Kitchen & Pie Shoppe—Carlsbad 
10/27 @ Time Out Cafe - Vista 
11/17 @ The Money Pit—San Marcos 
Always at 8 AM.  

We’re looking to promote and inspire greater mechanical fluen-
cy with Model As, not skills at public speaking, so rather than 
have one member deliver monthly tech talks, we hope to have 
volunteers really study up on a subject and share what they’ve 
learned with other members.  Often when you drive you break 
something and have to fix it—your car could be trying to tell you 
something: Volunteer to talk about that experience! 

club news 
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meeting minutes 
Call To Order:  The November 3, 2021 meeting of the Palomar 
Model A Ford Club was called to order by President Chuck 
Grabowsky at 7:08 p.m. We had 32 Club members in attend-
ance. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Vice President Ed 
Simpson. 

Minutes:  Secretary Linda Thamer asked if everyone had read 
the minutes printed in the Reflector, and a motion was made by 
Joe Williams to accept the October minutes as published. After a 
second made by Keith Thamer, the motion was passed to accept 
the minutes.    

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Greg Wilson reported on the bal-
ance in the Club bank account as of October 31st. Greg had some 
dues and Christmas Party checks to deposit, and paid Print Pros, 
which was approved at the last meeting. We had a new bill from 
Print Pros for printing of the November Reflector. We had a mo-
tion and a second, and the members voted to pay the bill.  

Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  No visitors were in attendance.  

Short Tour Report: David Frazee told us of a choice for the No-
vember Saturday tour: either Betty Crocker House (aka the Clark 
House) in Valley Center or San Diego Harbor Broadway pier to go 
on a Coast Guard ship/Navy ship tour. After a discussion, the 
members decided not to have a tour at all in November and re-
schedule one of the choices for after the first of the year.  

Long Tour Report:  Our new Long Tour Director Bruce Howe told 
us of a few possibilities for 2022: Orange County Pancake Break-
fast, National Convention to Kerrville, Texas, CCRG to Paso Ro-
bles, an All Ford tour in Santa Maria, and one to Clearlake. The 
Club will have several to think about. 

So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  

Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson showed us items for sale: 
blue t-shirts, hats, lapel pins, and stickers. We also have Club 
business cards to hand out at various events. Ed announced that 
Mark Greenlee has volunteered to be our new Vice President for 
the 2022 year. 

Reflector Director’s Report:  David Frazee wants to update 
member’s photos for the upcoming Member Roster. He’ll make 
the rounds after the meeting to take some.  

Tech Director:  As Chuck will not be the Tech Director for 2022, 
we will have different members step up at our meetings to re-
port on tools that are good for the A’s, experiences with restor-
ing our A’s, and any other information that might help the mem-
bers keep their A’s in top shape. Please volunteer to give infor-
mation and a short talk if you have anything to report at any of 
the meetings in 2022.  

Raffle:  Jon and Anna Velasco conducted the raffle. Larry Beel 
won the Attendance Prize, and Karen Beel won the Birthday 
Prize.  

Web Master:  Sheila Saxman was not in attendance, but David 
updated us on efforts to restore the ‘Members Section’ on our 

website. Apparently the problem is having an Adobe Flash ver-
sion that is too old.  

Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel was not in attendance. 

Correspondence: No correspondence received. 

Old Business:  Greg will contact Pasadena High School to find 
out who won the raffle of the Model A restored by the students 
this year. The drawing was on Friday, October 29th. 

New Business:  Greg Wilson said he will be taking 2022 dues and 
Christmas/Installation Luncheon money after the meeting. 
Chuck said the next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 7th, at the Frazee home.  

Hospitality:  Anthony thanked members who brought refresh-
ments to tonight’s meeting. For next month’s meeting, MA and 
Jim Ball, Larry and Karen Beel, Chuck Grabowski and Irene and 
Steve DeAmbrogio will bring refreshments.  

Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary 

Three gray Ford pickups in front of Debbie’s Restaurant and Pie 
Shop in San Marcos. 

MAFCA.com has some 
very nice golf shirts for 
sale at just $24 each in 
both black and gray.  
They would make great 
Christmas presents while 
they last. It would also 
be an easy way to sup-
port the national club. 



4 

long tours 
Assuming that COVID is going to be under control and these 
events will resume, these are the long tours planned for 2022. 
Please plan ahead, vacate your calendars, grease your wheels, 
and call to make reservations, if you want to go on these over-
night and longer tours.  

JANUARY 8 or 15 depending on weather forecast.  A day tour to 
see Desert Flowers if we get enough rain to have some.  This is 
one that Jeanette and I really enjoyed and a good start for the 
year.  If no flowers maybe just a Palomar Mountain tour instead. 

MARCH  OC  PANCAKE BREAKFAST overnighter.  I have not seen 
anything on this, but hope they will have it. This has been the 
last weekend in March in the past.  

APRIL 5-6   CCRG PASO ROBLES Paso Robles A’s are preparing for 
the return of the CCRG Jamboree to the beautiful Paso Robles 
wine country. The two-day event will include traditional western 
BBQ, area tours, and many self guided destinations throughout 
the grape vineyards and olive orchards, as well as the exciting 
raffle to be held at the closing dinner with all of our friends  

MAY 27   A day tour to the Antique Truck Show in Perris 

JUN 12-17  NATIONAL CONVENTION KERRVILLE, TX   We will be 
towing a trailer in both directions. It’s a great way to see the 
country and the convention will be a great way to celebrate the 

Model A Ford. 

SEPTEMBER 10     Santa Maria As All Ford Show. Jay McCord an-
nounced the 2021 event just six weeks before, so we don’t ex-
pect a lot of advanced notice for next year’s although no doubt 
they’ll hold it as they even had a scaled down show on Septem-
ber 12, 2020. 

I am open to questions, suggestions and any information from 
club members.  

I have not heard anything on the Clear Lake tour or NCRG for 
2022. The last two have been cancelled, but they are looking 
towards another attempt. As Paul Shinn says, “The third time’s 
the charm.” 

Thanks, 

Bruce 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

December 1929—
Bingo is invented 
by Edwin Lowe 
renaming a game 
with beans called 

  Craig French’s & 

Wayne Wiedle’s 

Birthday Decem-

ber 1 

Cindy Wilson’s 
Birthday and Clyde 
& Kathy Marion’s 
Anniversary Decem-
ber 2 

3 4 

5 Lucy Wheeler’s 

Birthday        

December 6 

Board Meeting 

December 7 @ 

10 am 

8 First traffic lights set 

up December 9, 

1868 in London        

12 Christmas 
Party Dec- 
ember 11 

12 Dianne 

Frazee’s Birth-

day December 

13 

Jim King’s Birth-

day December 

14 

Jon Velasco’s 

Birthday Decem-

ber 15 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 Betty Foster’s 

Birthday Decem-

ber 22 

23 Ed Simpson’s 

Birthday Decem-

ber 24 

Christmas 

Day Decem-

ber 25 

Larry & Karen 

Beel’s Anniversary 

December 26 

27 

 

Donna Lugo’s 

Birthday De-

cember 28 

Irene DeAmbro-

gio’s Birthday 

December 29 

30 Fred & Donna 
Slikker’s Anniver-
sary New Year’s 
Eve December 31 

 

december calendar 
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the great frame up 
Volume 36. Finish the car 

59. Assemble right and left hand shelf assembly to frame with 
eight screws, lock washers and nuts, and tighten. 

59 1/2. Assemble two hood clip assemblies with two blocks, 
screws and nuts. 

59 3/4. Assemble hood clip bumper. 

60. Assemble front splash shield assembly, two pads attached to 
front end of frame. 

60 1/2. Assemble two felt pads in front of shield with two rivets. 

61. Assemble pipe assembly to sediment bulb, to carburetor 
assembly, and tighten nuts. 

62. Assemble accelerator to steering gear rod, accelerator to 
carburetor rod, spark control rod in place, coil to distributor wire 
assembly. 

63. Assemble all wires to horn, head lights, starter and genera-
tor. 

64. Assemble rear wheel and tire assembly to rear end of body, 
with three lugs, and tighten. 

65. Assemble carburetor adjusting rod in place with spring, 
sleeve, collar, and two anti rattlers. 

66. Assemble four license clips to head lamp support rod with 
two bolts, lock washers and nuts. 

67. Assemble to inside of body, four rubber covers, twenty four 
tacks, two rubber pads. 

68. Assemble hand brake lever assembly in place. 

69. Assemble hood assembly. 

70. Start engine and run off of assembly conveyor. 

71. Final inspection. 

Most all of these steps are straight forward.  Often there’s been 
a problem with #63 in that the wires have shorted out, bare wire 
against a sharp piece of metal like the radiator shell outlet be-
cause you are reusing an old wiring harness, or the because you 
are going with the original positive grounding of the Model A 
and forgot while installing the lights—or you’ve upgraded to a 
12 volt generator system with negative grounding like my Tu-
dor,.. And again, you’ve forgotten to take that into account 
when wiring the lights and horn. Or, somewhere you aren’t 
getting a good connection, possibly due to corrosion. 

Paul Shinn has a good video on installing a 6 volt system replace-
ment wiring harness with turn signals in a 1931 coupe (41 
minutes). At 6:41 in, he works on the halogen headlights, and at 
12:58 he connects the headlight spurs to the harness.  

I’ve gotta tell you, without some of his tips and work arounds, 
just trying to manhandle the pieces together, it seems like a 
pretty tough job,  so I myself plan to rewatch it the next time I 

have to fiddle with the wires to troubleshoot a headlight prob-
lem not fixed by replacing a dead bulb. 

So the car has now been completely assembled and is now ready 
to start the engine and make the final inspection.  This is the end 
of the great frame up series. I am happy that there are so many 
internet resources out there to help you restore your Model A. 
In the next Reflectors, I’ll look at some popular book resources. 

Until next month, I’ll see you on the road. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ABt_y8iXnc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ABt_y8iXnc
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era fashion trends 
In 1924, the first winter Olympics were held in Chamonix, France. In 
the 1928 games, there were no sanctioned Alpine events at St. 
Moritz, but Alpine skiing was gaining interest worldwide despite that, 
and the 1932 games were scheduled for Lake Placid, New York, so 
during the Model A era—winter fashions were becoming both utili-
tarian and fashionable.  

In 1927, a parka was firmly considered to be a heavy, Eskimo coat, 
worn out of necessity by Scott, Amundsen, and Admiral Byrd. It held 
that stigma, despite the growing popularity of winter sports. 

In the January 7, 1929 article Mirror of the Mode by Mary Marshall, 
skiing costumes for women were discussed.  She explains that your 
costume has to be warm without being heavy or stiff. She suggests 
that it would be easier to obtain a heavy sweater or a special skiing 
jacket made of gabardine or of twill lined with flannel.  Otherwise, 
She suggests a woman’s jacket be made like a parka “which slips over 
the head and is securely fastened at the neck”.  She seems to be re-
ferring to the specific parka called the “anorak” as some parkas can 
open like any other coat.   

Anoraks, did, however first come into fashion at the time, as many 
were colorfully beaded and festive.  Anne Morrow Lindberg had an 
anorak especially made for her by the women of Angmagssalik, 
Greenland in 1934 but how would a normal man or woman obtain a 
parka in the 1920s? 

I can find no advertising for a parka in California newspapers before 
world war two.  Magazines like Sunset, the Mountaineer Club Bulle-
tin, and the Appalachian Club Bulletin would advertise for clothing 
Outfitters.  Two of them established to sell parkas for the miners leav-
ing Seattle for the Yukon in the 1890s, still survive and sell outdoor 
goods today   

In 1896 Henry Carstens established Puget Sound Tent and Duck which 
manufactured and sold canvas tents and other camping equipment.  
In the 1920s, they alone were advertising parkas available from their 
catalog or their retail location in Seattle named The Outdoor Store. 

The next year, C. C. Filson began as an outfitter for the daring pio-
neers of the 1897 Yukon Gold Rush who abandoned the shelter of 
society seeking fortune in wild and unforgiving territory. Those hardy 
souls faced unfathomable hardship – clothing and supplies were not 
merely matters of choice, but of survival.  

Filson invented something called a “Cruising coat” which they pro-
moted in many magazines at the time, but the Appalachian Club an-
nually contracted with the company to create their club parkas “1 
pound, in stock, in two sizes, for $7.” For 1922, the parkas were yel-
low and China blue.  For 1921 they were orange. You could get a 
standard olive drab parka directly from Filson’s itself by sending them 
$5 postpaid to 1101 First Avenue, Seattle, Washington. 

FOR SALE:  A Set of 1929 California License Plates 

in great condition. 

Contact, Jim Quinlan     

                                                     (photo is a facsimile) 
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happy story 
Illustrator Thomas Nast is attributed as the person who con-
vinced everyone that Santa wore a red suit trimmed in red, 
but as coca-colacompany.com truly points out that when 
“Nast first drew Santa Claus for Harper's Weekly in 1862, 
Santa was a small elflike figure who supported the Union 
(and so wore blue). Nast continued to draw Santa for 30 
years, changing the color of his coat from tan to the red he’s 
known for today.”  Over time, he gained some consistency. 

In the 1890s, Santa costumes regularly include brown fur 
coats, and didn’t mention Clement Moore’s large belly.  It 
wasn’t until the turn of the century that red flannel and ex-
cess weight becomes the norm. In the 1913 play, The Pinkies 
and the Winkies, Santa is said “to wear the traditional cos-
tume. It is too well known to need description.” Which must 
have been frustrating to many mothers who, as children, 
saw Santa in blue or brown. 

In the 1917 Amateur’s Costume Book, while Santa is in the 
recognizable red Canton flannel, Mrs. Santa is dressed in 
purple and Baby Claus wears red checked gingham. Still, 
Santa has no “Santa hat;” Nast consistently put a sprig of 
holly over Santa’s head, not an elf hat with a pompom. 

Then, for Christmas 1931, Haddon Sundblom painted this 
Santa for Coca Cola. That painting doesn’t exist because 
Sundblom painted over it for the 1933 campaign, putting 
the hat on his head and a buggy whip in his hand replacing 
the hat.  Also, most importantly for Santa history, 
Sundblom’s Santa looked nearly identical for all future Coke 
advertising up to today. 
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North San Diego County 
2410 Appian Rd Carlsbad, CA 92010  
Phone: 760-729-4865  
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com   

The Reflector is published in Escondido, CA after the 20th of each 
month with item deadlines on the 15th. For questions on The 
Reflector, contact the editor, David Frazee at 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

stuck? 
If you think you have 
problems getting your A 
out of the garage and on 
the road, you should 
watch this video posted 
by Ammo NYC of a 1929 
Model A Doodlebug 
parked in the woods of 
Connecticut for the last 
eight years.  Ted Boccuzzi, 
a mechanic for North 
American Motors in North 
Salem, NY—a place that 
takes relatively inexpen-
sive cars and after some 
modifications, sells them 
for incredible amounts—
was able to make it purr 
like a kitten, though. 

A MAFCA Newsletter of Merit 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEDhFp1SyEw

