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OWNERS IN THE NEWS 
MODEL A OWNERS ARE FIGHTERS   
 

On July 13, due to fears of Hurricane Barry, the Bonnecaze family’s mission 
was to move to safety a black and red 1931 Model A Ford that Bonnecaze’s 
grandfather had restored but that also took on water damage in a flood three 
years ago. Her parents, Dina and Henry Bonnecaze Jr., said they wanted to be 
sure the antique was safe, so they brought it to a friend’s house in the same 
subdivision that did not flood in 2016. 
Dina and Henry Bonnecaze’s house, near Baton Rouge is on lower land in the 
same neighborhood, took on 3 feet of water in 2016, while 6 feet of water 
engulfed their outdoor kitchen.  “The truck is the last thing I had for my fa-
ther, so I’m not going to let it happen again,” Dina Bonnecaze said. 
 
On Sunday, July 14, Bastille Day, Richmond Bell 94, of Wellfleet, MA, will be 
inducted into the French Legion of Honor for his service to liberate France 
from the Nazis. Bell was a private in Company B, 116th Infantry Regiment, the 
29th Division. After landing on Omaha Beach, he served in different roles, 
such as an infantry rifleman, radio operator and anti-tank grenade soldier, 
carrying two grenades and a launcher on his rifle. After the war, he worked at 
Williams Market before going back to college and graduating from Boston 
University. Bell has held a variety of positions, from insurance investigator to 
firefighter. At 94, he still operates the Vintage Ford Center—a Model A Ford 
parts business. 
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JULY MINUTES 
THE T-SHIRTS HAVE ARRIVED—GET YOURS AUGUST 7 
Call To Order:  The July 10, 2019, meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club was 
called to order by Vice-President Ed Simpson at 7:02 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was lead by John Frazee. 
Minutes:  A motion was made by John Frazee to accept the minutes as published 
in the Reflector. A second was made by Jim Gates; the motion passed.    
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Greg Wilson reported the bank balance as of June 
1, 2019, and said he hadn’t yet received the statement for July 1. He told us of the 
three bills received: Print Pros for the printing of the Reflector, Custom Screen 
Printing for our new Club t-shirts, and one from the Lugo’s for a special cake for 
tonight’s meeting. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to pay the bills.   
Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  Dianne Frazee indicated she did not have any-
thing to report. New member Bill Cordoso told the Club he has a 1930 Tudor  
which he will drive to Saturday’s tour. 
Local Tours: Tour Director Jim Ball told us the Breakfast Club will next meet on 
Wednesday July 17th at 8 a.m. at Pegah’s Kitchen restaurant in Vista. He gave us 
details for Saturday’s tour, which is a Progressive Lunch to three members’ 
homes. We will meet at 8 a.m. at the Clubhouse.  A motion was made, seconded 
and passed for the Club to cover the food expense, with a cap of $1,000, at the 
three homes of the tour. For August, we will either tour the Caterpillar facility in 
Rancho Bernardo, or tour the San Diego County Water Authority and be able to 
have our cars parked on the dam and get a unique photo.   
Long Tour Report:  John Frazee updated us on plans to go to the Santa Maria Car 
Show in September, spending a night in Lompoc on the way.  
So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
DOUG CLAYTON OF MAFCA AGAIN TAKES THE COLUMN IN CHUCK’S ABSENCE 
 
America’s birthday is a great cause for celebration and there is no vehicle more All-American than the Model A Ford! I am seeing a lot of Model 
A’s on the road lately. Many local chapters are taking advantage of the good weather to go on tours. I think we could have gone on a tour 3 out 
of the 4 past weekends. Since there are other celebrations to consider (like a Birthday), we chose to attend a tour to visit Stanislaus County 
Supervisor Jim DeMartini’s private automobile collection. The tour included members from the Tokay A’s, Mother Lode A’s and Delta A’s. 
 
With the promise of a warm sunny day, I figured getting the old 1929 Roadster out for a tour would be ideal. It’s been secure in the garage for a 
few years, but not driven. I did keep the battery charged and ready at all times. In the winter, I had tried to start it and found the carburetor was 
plugged up from that darn modern ethanol type gasoline. Not a problem, just clean the jets, reassemble and test. The car ran perfectly. Howev-
er, the car was dirty and the nickel needed polishing. Going to someone’s private car collection calls for arriving in a clean and polished car, 
right? Friday evening was spent getting the car cleaned and ready for tour. Debbie volunteered to join me in the garage doing the final prepara-
tions. You know, checking the fluids, pumping up the tires and so on. Of course, she wanted to know that all was ready and asked if I started the 
car. I told her the carburetor was freshly rebuilt and tested. 
 
Saturday morning we loaded up the car with our supplies for the trip and moved the modern cars out of the way. The meeting location was only 
a couple of miles from our house, but we needed to fill up on gas. We jumped in and the car would not run properly! Apparently, the gas had 
again plugged up the carburetor jets (after only 5 months). A little running time should fix it, right? Not this time! 
 
Not to worry. The 1930 Cabriolet had been all checked out the month before when the Ford Tri-Motor was at the airport. We figured that was 
our savior. Just drive over, pick up the Cabriolet and hit the road. Well, not this time! The battery died in that one month time and we had to 
drive the modern car. Gary Floyd saved us by being the chauffeur on another tour with his Convertible Sedan. We were able to see a wonderful 
collection and hang out with the other Model A’ers. Naturally, I was the one eating the Humble Pie! 
 
Therefore, if you don’t want to eat Humble Pie on the next tour, do what your wife suggests and start the car the night before the tour! Can-
yonlands Tour starts October 6th! Don’t make the foolish mistake I made! 

If a car with no paint is a “rat rod” is this 
sculpture a rat or a rooster? 
 
What it is for sure though, is one of the many 
things you might have missed in plain sight at 
Bruce and Jennette’s.  Just a hint, you might 
want to carefully read the minutes of the July 
Meeting.  There also might be something  
hidden there in plain sight. 



 

                      MORE JULY MINUTES 
 

 

Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson modeled the new t-shirts that have arrived, and said the price is $22 each. The order was for 24 
shirts. 
Reflector Director’s Report:  David Frazee reported that we still have three or four members who are not on the mailing list, and 
wondered if any receiving the newsletter by mail would like to stop the snail mail and just get it electronically. We had one taker. We 
had a discussion as to the number currently being printed (30), and had a motion to reduce that number down to 25; the motion 
passed. 
Technical Director’s Report:  Chuck Grabowsky was not at the meeting, but Ed Simpson reported that a radiation shop recommended 
by Larry Beel turned out to be an excellent one: Advanced Radiator Shop. Ed was very pleased with their service.  
Raffle:  The raffle was conducted by Jim Gates and Dianne Frazee. Jim Gates won the Birthday Prize. Roseanne Meyerhoff won both 
the Attendance Prize and the 50/50. The Grand Prize was won by Joe Williams. 
Membership:  Judy Burrell was not in attendance.  
Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel was not at the meeting, but Ed said we were published in the Union Tribune, and we were in the 
just-received Restorer.   
Correspondence:  Greg Wilson told us of correspondence received from the NWRG concerning raffle prizes at the upcoming meet.  
Old Business:  No old business. 
New Business:  Jim Foster announced a free tour and open house at the Solatube facility in Vista this Friday. 
Hospitality:  We all celebrated Jim Gates’ birthday with a wonderful chocolate cake and lots of good wishes. 
Monkey Business:  David Frazee told us all about a blacksmithing class he and Diego took in Escondido at the History Center, and 
displayed a steak turner he had designed.   
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary 
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LOCAL TOUR -  AUGUST 2019  
HAWTHORNE CATAPILLAR - RANCHO BERNARDO OFFICE.  
Where:  Hawthorne Cat 
16945 Camino San Bernardo, San Diego  
When: Saturday August 10, 10 a.m. 
Meet: at the Club House at 8:30. Depart: 9:15.   
 
Come join us for an look into the world of Caterpillar hosted by our own Clyde  
Marion. Clyde will take us through Hawthorne Cat’s Rancho Bernardo facility.  The 
Headquarters feature Hawthorne’s service department shops include hydraulics, 
welding, general repairs, paint, electric, etc. This is our chance to see large excava-
tors, backhoes, loaders and more up close and personal! 

 
Hawthorne Cat is the authorized dealer for Cat construction and power equipment in San Diego, Hawaii, Guam, Saipan and     
American Samoa.  Hawthorne sells, rents, provides parts and service, training and emission solutions to various industries including 
general building construction, landscaping, marine, paving and power generation. 
 
Sign up at our next Club Meeting or email Jim Ball at morrisonball143@gmail.com 

mailto:morrisonball143@gmail.com


 

JULY LOCAL TOUR  
PROGRESSIVE LUNCH EXTRAVAGANZA 
The Palomar A’s brought back a favorite activity this past Saturday with a savory bang: a tour that brought out 12 Model A’s and six 
moderns and went to three of our members’ houses in North County.  
 
Our first stop was for breakfast in Carlsbad at the Boone’s home. We had a delicious selection of donuts and bagels, with accompa-
nying coffee, juices, or water. We all got to chat and visit with members who might have recently joined or hadn’t gone on previ-
ous tours with us. At 10:30 a.m. we loaded up for our next stop. 
 
Although Carlsbad was overcast (well, June gloom still), Oceanside was sunny and warming up. We went to Bruce and Jeanette’s 
home and got an excellent tour of the big barn we’ve heard so much about. Bruce has over 25 cars, in various states of renovation, 
all unique and with a history. The Model A Panel Trucks were all out front for us to really take a look at. He has several other collec-
tions of bird cages, neat watering sprinklers, office supplies from the past, that he has come across in his travels. 
 
We all got a neat lunch box and enjoyed the view of the hills and quiet. After lunch, we headed over back to Carlsbad for our final 
destination of the Frazee home. As usual, there is always some excitement on the tours. This time Phil Boone had his first trouble 
with his Model A Woody and John was able to quickly get his trailer to Oceanside to bring Phil’s car back home for repairs. With 
luck, it won’t be a big job to get it back on the road. 
 
At the Frazee’s, we had a selection of various desserts and coffee to enjoy, and see John’s garage and projects in progress. He, of 
course, also has a second workspace and garage right next door! 
 
It was a wonderful day – learned some history, saw lots of cars, had a most enjoyable menu – and best of all, got to spend time 
with our Model A friends talking of tours to come. If you haven’t gone on any of our outings, try to take in some of the tours 
planned in the coming months! 
 
Linda Thamer 
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LONG TOURS 

FALL 2019 LONG TOURS WILL COVER QUITE A FEW MILES  

August 14th to 30th, 2019 Model A Ford Club of America's Northwest Regional 
Meeting in Bellevue, Washington, hosted by the Evergreen As. It includes the 
standard offerings: Lake Washington Dinner Cruise, Tour of the Museum of 
Flight, and Tour to Pikes Place Market, but in addition, there is also a suggested 
tour to the Microsoft Visitor Center.  If you are interested in going and haven’t 
already made arrangements, there might still be a chance you can be included.  
Please call John Frazee asap, though. 

 

 

 

Sept. 12th to the 15th  The 17th Annual All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet in Old 
Town Orcutt, California hosted by the Santa Maria A's. The Palomar Model A 
Club will stay at O'Cairns Inn and Suites in Lompoc for reservations call them at 
805-735-7731.  This AA based rail car used on the Santa Maria Valley Railway is 
not something you’ll see; it has actually been restored and is kept by the Pacific 
Southwest Railway Museum down in Campo, but I didn’t find any great photos of 
Model A Fords in Orcutt and seeing this I thought, “Hey, now here is a commer-
cial vehicle I didn’t see in Bruce’s collection during the Progressive Tour!” 

 

October 4th to the 12th Canyon Lands Tour in Kanab, Utah If interested, make 
reservations now because there are not many rooms available in and near 
Kanab, and there is a lot of interest in this tour.  This is a hub tour where each 
day you will go to one of 3 destinations and return to your hotel.  The direction 
you will go is determined by the hotel where you are staying.  Several of us have 
registered at the Holiday Inn Express, 435-644-3100.  If you would like to be in 
the same group, call them ASAP, be sure to tell them you are with the Model A 
group for the $125 rate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 5th to the 9th  MAFCA National Awards Banquet in Claremont, Cali-
fornia, hosted by the Pomona Valley Model A Ford Club,  This will include several 
seminars, meals, and tours, including tours of  the National Hot Rod Association 
Motorsports Museum and the Sam Maloof Home & Gardens Tour (Maloof was a 
master woodworker and artist).  As usual, if you are planning on touring with the 
group, please call John Frazee to get set up with the hotel reservations and tour 
directions.  If you have other plans for hotels and directions, then that’s fine, too. 
We’ll be happy to see you there. 

 

 

 

Oiler_elrod photo 



 

AUGUST CALENDAR 
Aug 7 Club Meeting at Palomar Estates 
6PM, Social 7PM gavel.  
Aug 10  Tour of Hawthorne Caterpillar  
Aug 14—30 Tour to the NWRG in Bellevue, 
WA 
Aug 21  Breakfast at Debbie’s Pie Shop 
Aug 25  Oxnard Police Dept. Annual Drag 
Racing Against Drugs and Graffiti Car Show 
Aug 27  Free Tuesday to SD Auto Museum 
County residents only.  
 
No Board Meeting this month 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
Richard Dascomb  4 Aug   
Joe Williams  4 Aug   
Debra  Haynes  6 Aug    
Robert Saxman  11 Aug   
John Wayne  12 Aug   
Rex Bozell  14 Aug   
Bob Olivari  20 Aug   
Judy  Solansky  20 Aug    
Carla Hibbard  21 Aug    
James (Pete) Peterson  23 Aug   
John Pickrell  24 Aug   
Jim Kruegel  25 Aug   
Peggy Bozell  28 Aug    
Serieta Harrell  29 Aug  
Jack Perkins  30 Aug   

 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Greg & Heidi Rassatt  8  Aug   
Chuck & Nedra Grabowsky 28  Aug  
 

AUGUST MTG REFRESHMENTS 
Serieta Harrell 
Hark Hervey & Peggy Hopkins  
 
Please call Donna Lugo to confirm 
760-758-3016 
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2019 PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB BOARD 

 President Chuck Grabowsky 
 Vice President Ed Simpson 
 Treasurer Greg Wilson   
 Secretary Linda Thamer 
 Long Tour Director John Frazee 
 Short Tour Director Jim Ball 
 Reflector Editor David Frazee 
 Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 
 Hospitality Donna and Anthony Lugo 
 Membership Judy Burrell 
 Raffle Chairs Bruce Parker and Jim Gates  
 Technical Director Chuck Grabowsky 

 Web Master Sheila Saxman 
 Sunshine/Sadness Dianne Frazee 
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ERA FASHION TRENDS  
GROCERY SHOPPING IN THE MODEL A ERA 
 

The very first self-service grocery store chains were opened in California with  
Alpha Beta in Pomona in 1912 founded by Albert and Hugh Gerrard. The name 
referred to organizing the groceries in the store in alphabetical order for easier 
selection. Based in La Habra in 1952, signs featuring the chain's smiling cowboy 
mascot, Alphy, became a common sight throughout California. By 1961, there 
were more than 100 stores.  Due to the Gerrard brothers' religious beliefs, Alpha 
Beta stores didn't sell alcohol until 1975, leading to folklore that the founders 
were Mormons. They weren't. They were members of the Disciples of Christ. 

Alpha Beta was bought by American Stores in 1961. Skaggs Drug Centers bought 
American Stores in 1979 and assumed the American Stores corporate name. Any 
combined food and drug stores in Alpha Beta territory were re-branded as Skaggs
-Alpha Beta. In 1984, American Stores bought The Jewel Companies, Inc., which 
owned Osco Drug.  In September 1991, Skaggs-Alpha Beta re-branded its 76 
stores in Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and Arkansas as Jewel-Osco.  In 1994, 
Yucaipa Companies, then owner of the Alpha Beta chain in southern California, 
purchased the Ralphs Grocery Company. All existing Alpha Beta stores in South-
ern California were rebranded as Ralphs or Food 4 Less, and the Alpha Beta name 
ceased to be used by September 1995. 

Most remaining Alpha Beta stores in Northern California and the rest of United 
States were taken over and rebranded by Lucky Stores, which in turn was ac-
quired by Albertsons. 

During the teens and twenties, store buildings were too small to be considered 
modern supermarkets. Michael J. Cullen, (with a C) was the founder of the first 
“supermarket”. Born in 1884, he worked his way from a simple clerk for the At-
lantic & Pacific Tea  Co. to the position of General Sales Manager at Kroger Gro-
cery & Baking Co. (Illinois).   

While employed as the manager of 94 small Kroger Grocery & Baking Company 
stores in Illinois, Cullen wrote a letter to a Kroger Vice President, describing his 
ideas.  His letter went unanswered.  In it he had detailed his idea for a store which 
would start at forty feet wide and a hundred and sixty feet deep. To be located 
one to three blocks off the high rent district with plenty of parking space.  It 
would be operated as a semi-self-service store – twenty percent service and 
eighty percent self-service.”  Undaunted, Cullen resigned, moved to New York, 
and leased a vacant garage at 117-09 Jamaica Avenue in Queens.  On August 4th, 
1930, he opened the first King Kullen Grocery Store.  The Smithsonian Institute 
acknowledges King Kullen as America’s first supermarket, as it was “the first to 
fulfill all five criteria that define the modern supermarket: separate departments; 
self-service; discount pricing; chain marketing; and volume dealing.” 

The concept was immediately successful. So much so that Alpha Beta copied the 
idea and opened their first two supermarkets by 1932. You might think that the 
paper grocery bag pre-printed with the market’s logo came after this. They were 
actually first printed and then folded by hand, sometime in the 1840s. In 1868, 
Margaret Knight invented a machine that folded and glued paper to form the flat-
bottomed brown paper bags familiar to supermarket shoppers. Knight herself, 
built a wooden model of the device, but needed a working iron model to apply for 
the patent. Charles Annan, who was in the machine shop where Knight's iron 
model was being built, stole her design and patented the device first. Knight filed 
a successful patent interference lawsuit and was awarded the patent in 1871. She 
founded the Eastern Paper Bag Company in Hartford, Connecticut to make use of 
her design. 

Some full service markets still existed during 
the Model A Era 

Alphy was the mascot of Alpha Beta and the 
namesake of their chain of family restaurants 
founded in 1961.  One short lived Alphy’s 
Restaurant is now the Village Kitchen & Pie 
Shoppe on Tamarack in Carlsbad. 

The vacant garage in which King Kullen was 
located was possibly owned by Joseph     
Disbrow, brother of Indy Car driver, Louis 
Disbrow. It’s the address given by Louis 
when he was acquitted for the murders of  
Sarah “Dimples” Lawrence and Clarence Fos-
ter in 1902. Above is the reverse of his busi-
ness card from when he lived in Al Capone’s 
hotel in Chicago. At that time he was mar-
keting “double spark” spark plugs of his own 
design.  They don’t appear to have caught 
on, so would not have been a common re-
placement for your Model A. 



 

THE GREAT FRAME UP 
MORE ASSEMBLY OF THE FRONT AXLE ASSEMBLY : #8 
 

#9 1/2. Place assembly on sliding conveyor sidewise. Assemble front axle assembly, 
front spring assembly and drag link to front end of chassis with front spring clip bar, 
two front spring clips, one starring crank bearing, four nuts and cotter pins. Tighten 
nuts. Use grease before placing spring in front crossmember. This operation to be 
done bottom side up.  
 
In their lives, Model A's were driven many miles without passengers. If the driver 
was a big man (or women) the spring leaves on the left side could have become 
weak and cause the car to lean.  If the front spring is weak you are in danger of 
causing wear on the tie-rod and drag link where they cross over. Very much wear 
on the tie-rod can result in a dangerous driving condition.  You should purchase a 
replacement with new spring clips. Most models were equipped with a 10-leaf 
front spring, but to increase stability, you might go with a 12-leaf spring instead.  It 
appears that new springs need to be taken apart, beveled on the ends, and round-
ed the top spring, painted and lubed. 
 
Before you re-install the set you took off your car when you disassembled it, make 
sure that the top spring has chamfered edges. Without that feature, the spring can 
crack the cross member. Most 90-year-old springs suffer metal fatigue. You can re 
arc them, but unless you re temper them, they just sag again. It’s suggested to 
simply buy a new spring if you noticed a leftward lean, or if the arc is too small. 
 
If you decide to stay with your old spring, check whether the shackles hit the bump-
er. A spring should hold the bottom of the shackle at least 1/4 inch from the axle. 
Blast or wire wheel off all the rust. Grind out any wear marks that can lock the 
leaves. Bevel the undersides of the ends to prevent the upper edge from digging 
into the lower leaf. Install new bushings if needed. And bevel the edges of the top 
leaf so it nests in the cross member. Apply graphite paint to the undersides of the 
leaves (not the bottom leaf). Use a center bolt with the correct square head, not 
one with a round head. 
 
In addition, you might want to purchase and install anti-squeak pads for between 
the springs and the cross member.  If you can’t get your springs to fit inside the 
shackles or the cross member—it won’t be the anti-squeak pad– it’s probably the 
wrong spring.  You will probably need to send it back and order another. 
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RESOURCES 
Discussion on inspecting and reusing original 
springs: https://www.fordbarn.com/forum/
showthread.php?t=108558 

Discussion on leaning to the left: https://
mafca.com/tqa_c_other.html 

An illustration from MTFCA shows a Model T 
“crankcase front bearing” I suspect that there 
is a typing error in the phrase “one starring 
crank bearing” in paragraph 9 1/2 above, but 
as these instructions refer to the very earliest 
Model As, I suspect that this is a part which 
was left off of future cars. 

Dimensions of the 10-leaf front spring. Note 5” free height. 

Except for the addition of the hubs and it 
sitting right side up, this should be the condi-
tion of your car at the end of this step. 

http://i.viglink.com/?key=3638ec9c71f4fcb24a2fb54b86824f46&insertId=04c055141262f28c&type=S&exp=60%3ACI1C55A%3A13&libId=jyjct8nk010025g6000DAbeslepx6&loc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fordbarn.com%2Fforum%2Fshowthread.php%3Ft%3D108558&v=1&iid=04c055141262f28c&out=http%3A
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiE0Ir_kM_jAhUMVK0KHaSzDdwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtfca.com%2Fdiscus%2Fmessages%2F506218%2F597821.html%3F1451310450&psig=AOvVaw3iG3gZcDZolysehCcvEcJi&ust=15641117571687


 

THE REFLECTOR 

For questions about or inputs to The 

Reflector,  contact the editor, David 

Frazee at frazeeintree @hotmail.com 

 

If you are submitting a photo using 

Google Docs, you may share them with 

jdfrazee@gmail.com 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

2410 Appian Rd 
Carlsbad, CA 92010 

 

Phone: 760-729-4865 
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com  

 

Meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
each month in the Palomar Estates East 
Club House located at 650 S. Rancho Santa 
Fe Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The doors 
open at 6:00 pm for social time and the 
meeting starts at 7:00pm.  

 

BREAKFAST MEETING 
AUGUST WILL RETURN TO DEBBIE’S RESTAURANT & PIE SHOP 
 

Where?  740 Nordahl RoadSuite 114, San Marcos 
When?  Wednesday August 21, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. 
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If you missed the July breakfast– meeting, 
you missed Anthony’s car on the road 


