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photo page 
The Flower Fields have been a beautiful background for the Pal-
omar Model A Club for as long as I have been a member, but 
let’s appreciate what beauty is also in the foreground of these 
photos! 
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president’s message 
It's the middle of March and I think I can see the light at the end 
of the tunnel.  I hope everyone in the club has been able to cope 
with the isolation and stay healthy.  I am fully vaccinated and 
most of the people I know have also got their vaccine.   By the 
end of May most of the population should be fully vaccinated. 
This opens up a lot of the opportunities to get our club back to 
normal by the end of summer, if not before.  There are a couple 
of things that I would like to work on in the meantime. 

I talked to Jim Ball about getting back to non-official local 
tours.  We both agreed that it would be possible in May.  Jim is 
open tor suggestions, so if you have any, let Jim know.   

I would like to have a board meeting sometime in May. The agen-
da would be:  Getting in touch with the Palomar Estates Associa-
tion to make an agreement to use the Club House; suggestions 
for tours; The installation Dinner; and, general business of the 
club.  At the end of April, I will contact the board to see when it 
be most convenient to have the meeting in May. 

The progress on my "C" engine at HDS Machine Shop is progress-
ing. They are developing a complete list of the work that needs to 
be done and what it will cost. I gave them complete instructions 
on how to install the 3 thrust washers.  They said they could do it 
by using their milling machine. I have ordered the thrust washers 
from Synder's Antique Supply.  I will keep you informed as the 
project moves along. 

I did not know that MAFCA has a newsletter called The Flying 
Quail. They sent me a message on the details of a new modern 
version of a Model A engine.  The engine will look just like a Mod-
el A engine from the outside.  I had heard of an aluminum one 
being built in China, but this was a different engine being bult 
there.  I called Howard Kruegal and he had one on order!   

Where was I when this was going on?  He said that Clyde Marion 
had also ordered one.  I gave Clyde a call and it turns out he is 
the dealer for this new engine.  He said that the manufacturer in 
China had made three containers of the engines.  Two of the con-
tainers were going to Europe and one to the US. All of the en-
gines are spoken for.  There are five members of the club who 
have one on order. 

The reason for building a new Model A engine was to build an 
engine that improved on the 1927 technology to make a more 
modern engine.  Here are some basic Improvements. 

The original Model A has 3 main bearings - This modern engine 

has 5 main bearings. 

The Model A has small diameter and longer main bearings - This 
Modern engine has large diameter shorter bearings. 

The Model A has poured babbitt bearings - This Modern engine 
has replaceable insert bearings. 

This Modern engine also has a fully pressurized oil. 

The Model A has no counterweights on the crank shaft - The 
Modern engine has a counterweight on each side of the piston 
rods. There are a total of 8 counterweights. 

The Model A has no steel valve seats -- the Modern engine has 
steel valve seats on the exhaust ports. 

The Model A engine develops 40 hp at 2800rpm - The modern 
engine has 150 hp at 5000 rpm.  This would equate to about 112 
mph with a 378 rear end and 19-inch tires.  This is unrealistic, but 
it gives you an idea of what the improvements can do. 

Due to the weight of the crank shaft the fly wheel only weighs 22 
lbs. with a V8 Ford clutch from 1935-1942. 

This is just the basic information on this engine.  I downloaded 50 
pages in color of the full details.  It will be interesting to see how 
these engines are used in The Model A world.  The ultimate tour-
ing engine? 

 That's about it.  Stay in touch and stay healthy. 

 

Chuck Grabowsky 

mafca news 
 

Due to disruptions related to COVID-19, delivery of the Restor-
er by mail in the United States and to international members is 
delayed, often by months. 

MAFCA has received many inquiries regarding the delivery by 
mail of the January/February 2021 issue of The Restorer. Mem-

bers are entitled to receive their copy of The Restorer in digital 
form at no extra charge. 

If you wish to receive the digital version of each issue of The 
Restorer, you must notify the MAFCA office (info@mafca.com) 
and register with your email address. Also, upon renewal of your 
MAFCA memberships annually, there is an option to add digital 
copy delivery on that renewal form. 
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goldfield, nevada 
On October 20, 1903 36 miners met and voted on the location of 
a town site to serve the needs of what they expected to be 
many long, successful mines. The boom years in Goldfield ran 
from 1905 through 1908. By early 1907, it grew to be the largest 
city in Nevada with a population of over 20,000 people., but by 
1909, that population had fallen to 10,000. By 1919, that was 
under 2000, and by 1923, the stampede to move away had sub-
sided and supporting the ranches, the remaining mines, and the 
tourists passing through on Route 95 seemed to keep the popu-
lation at a stable 1000 people. 

Then on July 6, 1923 because of a massive fire and a lack of peo-
ple and equipment to fight it, most of the wood-framed build-
ings in town were destroyed. A total of about 25 blocks burned. 
The fire started in the house of T. C. Rea, immediately south of 
the Brown Parker Garage at 6:40 a.m. It is generally believed a 
liquor still in Rea’s house had exploded. The Fire Chief, I. N. Galli-
ac, believed it was the result of a bootlegger’s feud. 

Two lives were lost during the fire. One was John Duryer, janitor 
at the National Hotel. Mr. Duryer was last seen alive on the roof 
of the hotel. The second victim was David D. McArthur, a shoe-
maker located at the intersection of North Main and Broadway. 
Mr. McArthur died of a heart attack while watching helplessly as 
his store burned. 

The town, once a busy bustling town fell to under 700 people in 
1931 and under 200 in 1960. 

would you like to serve? 
The Model A Ford Foundation is always looking for individuals 
who love the Model A hobby and are interested in the history of 
the Era to serve on the MAFFI Board of Trustees. Briefly, the 
MAFFI board has the responsibility of overseeing the Model A 
Ford Museum at the Gilmore and encouraging Model A'ers 
around the country to support the museum through member-
ship in MAFFI and through additional donations to museum  
operations or the museum Endowment Fund.   

The Board meets once a year on the Thursday before Model A 
Day at the Gilmore which falls on the third Saturday of Septem-
ber.  Attendance at the meeting and Model A Day is strongly 
encouraged.  Meetings and business are also conducted through 
email and conference phone calls so a trustee must have access 
to a computer for email.  We like to have representation on the 
board from all areas of the country.  We would like to also     
encourage women to serve on the board. 

 A trustee serves for three years and is eligible to serve a second 
consecutive term if he or she desires.  Trustees must be a mem-
ber in good standing of MAFFI and we strongly encourage each 
trustee to support both national clubs, MAFCA and MARC 
through membership as well.  We ask that while serving on the 
MAFFI Board, you do not run for or accept positions on another 
national club's board.  If you think you may be interested in   

serving on the MAFFI Board, please contact our Executive      
Director, John Marshall (ExecutiveDirector@maffi.org), or John 
Begg (President@maffi.org)  

Goldfield High in 1909 and 2019 
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bonus tech article 

Volume 28 Replating your chrome bumpers to look original? 

45. Assemble rear bumper assembly to rear end of frame with 
four bolts, lock washers and nuts, and two bolts, nuts and wash-
ers, and tighten. 

Should you restore the rusty bumpers that came with your Mod-
el A? No. 

If you have an incredible amount of money, you too can restore 
an old set of Model A rear bumpers.  With fewer and fewer peo-
ple in the plating business, quotes for clean up and replating 
range between $800 and $1200. 

The thing is a new set of stainless bumpers would be in the low 
three hundreds, and what with sales tax, shipping, and handling, 
it should still be half the price.  New ones that are chrome plated 
are slightly less than that, even.  Whichever your preferred look, 
don’t replate. You’d be throwing away money. 

While attaching the rear bumper, it seems the best place to in-
sert an article concerning an item which itself attaches to the 
rear bumper assembly in most cases—the luggage rack.  

Can you believe that Walmart sells a Model A luggage rack? 
$135—which is about the same as others, but with free ship-
ping. I’d promote them, but it’s produced and sold by Speedway 
Motors—which sells it on their own site for $130 and also has 
free shipping. 

As far as trunks that sit on top of those racks, I’ve found them 
from $200 for trunks in poor condition needing some restora-

tion, $1260 + shipping for a beautiful new one to $1,500 for a 
beautiful antique.  You might enjoy—at those costs– making 
your own. 

I’ve found two types of  tow hitches. One attached to the frame 
below the leave springs, and one connecting to the bumper 
brackets which then attaches to the frame with thicker bolts on 
opposing sides of the frame. 

Mac’s sells one you attach to your bumper brackets called a flag 
holder because of liability 
issues. It will pull a light trail-
er no problem but it depends 
on the bolts and condition of 
the bumper brackets so they 
didn't want to have anyone 
trying to pull an RV with their 
hitch and having it break 
loose.  

the great frame up 

In July of 1929, The Automobile Trimmer and Painter magazine 
posted measurements and instructions for making your own 
Custom Luggage Trunk.  At some point in 1974, a two time 
MAFCA President, Marshall Lewis followed the instructions, built 
himself a trunk and took photos during and of his finished prod-
uct, then wrote up some additional notes and published it in The 
Restorer.  Now MAFCA has that article scanned and has the pdf 
available in its folder of downloads.  

He’s got the shopping list included, and In 1974 dollars, the total 
came to $48.28. With infla-
tion, if you compare it to rent 
or a college education from 
then till now, what, that 
would be $4,000 in 2021? So 
it might be more sane to just 
buy that fancy new trunk 
mentioned and linked to in 
the above article, but the 
instructions are so detailed, it 
looks like a really fun project, 
and fun is what a hobby 
should all be about! 

 

https://www.walmart.com/ip/1928-31-Ford-Model-A-Trunk-Luggage-Rack/627835552?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=13208&&adid=22222222227255812751&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=361284359429&wl4=aud-430887228898:pla-537939842613&wl5=9031294&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=
https://www.speedwaymotors.com/Speedway-1928-31-Ford-Model-A-Trunk-Luggage-Rack,3014.html?sku=91128810&utm_medium=CSEGoogle&utm_source=CSE&utm_campaign=CSEGOOGLE&gclid=CjwKCAjw6fCCBhBNEiwAem5SOw4KA53ZP3tWw1cm63MIYE42IISt_n_g4GmXofNcc_DNXN7jk4g6KBoCXp8QAvD_
https://www.speedwaymotors.com/Speedway-1928-31-Ford-Model-A-Trunk-Luggage-Rack,3014.html?sku=91128810&utm_medium=CSEGoogle&utm_source=CSE&utm_campaign=CSEGOOGLE&gclid=CjwKCAjw6fCCBhBNEiwAem5SOw4KA53ZP3tWw1cm63MIYE42IISt_n_g4GmXofNcc_DNXN7jk4g6KBoCXp8QAvD_
https://www.musclecarsandclassics.ca/exterior/trunk-cargo-467/luggage-rack/model-a-ford-trunk-black-vinyl-russet-leather-trim-straps-tapered-back
https://www.ebay.com/itm/ANTIQUE-CAR-TRUNK-WITH-THREE-3-SUITCASES-LASKEY-RARE-FIND/184572237600?hash=item2af95cd720:g:~pUAAOSwjVhfz9ft
https://www.macsautoparts.com/receiver-hitch-for-parade-flags-2-square-opening-bolt-in-model-a-1928-1931-28-91868-1.html
https://www.macsautoparts.com/receiver-hitch-for-parade-flags-2-square-opening-bolt-in-model-a-1928-1931-28-91868-1.html
https://www.mafca.com/downloads/Technical/Trunk_Marshall_Lewis.pdf
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happy story 
It may seem like it’s not very 
much of a happy story, but 
last month I took my Model 
A out to visit Mike at 
PrintPros.  

It had been a while since 
October when everything 
was returned to tip top 
shape, I was thrilled about 
the overdrive working, so I 
took the freeway down. 

Whoops! I ran out of water, 
hadn’t checked, and you just 
can’t drive slowly enough for 
that not to matter. 

Thankfully the AM/PM at RB 
Blvd was very helpful and I 
was able to get to PrintPros 
and have a laugh.  It’s really a 
friendly place for copies. 
Take your business there and 
support a company that  
really supports us. 



No News 
On April 18, 1930, the 
BBC’s 8:45 p.m. news 
bulletin announced 
“there is no news to-
night.” For fifteen 
minutes, the BBC aired 
piano music before send-
ing listeners to a perfor-
mance of the Wagner 
opera Parsifal . 

The BBC had only four 
staff to edit spoken con-
tent—including the news. 
Concerned that free  and 
uninterrupted broadcast 
news would undermine 
their own circulations, the 
British press lobbied to 
limit the BBC’s news ca-
pabilities. 

The BBC also wanted to 
be a cultural icon, so they 
avoided the “if it bleeds, 
it leads” mentality.  
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