
P o l i c e  w o n  a  s t r a n g e  r a c e  w i t h  d e a t h   

HUDSON, NY, Nov. 28. 1931 

Police won a race with death 
today when they stopped an au-
tomobile on the state highway 
and informed the driver that a 
bottle he thought contained med-
icine for his baby held poison.  

The child was to have been giv-
en the contents of the bottle in 
29 minutes. The poison would 
have caused certain death.  

Telephone, radio and printer-
telegraph machines played a part 
in saving the life.  

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Waggman 

and their infant child started 
from their home in Glens Falls 
for Poughkeepsie by automo-
bile this morning. After they 
had left, occupants of the same 
house discovered that, in error, 
the parents had put some poi-
sonous eye wash in the baby's 
bottle, thinking it was the in-
fant's medicine.  

Attempts to reach the 
Waggmans by telephone 
failed. When police were noti-
fied, they sent an order to lo-
cate the car over their type-
writer-telegraph system. A 

newspaper, The Albany Even-
ing News, later broadcast the 
warning over radio.  

At 1:31 p. m. Sergeant Dewey 
Lawrence and other state 
troopers halted the Waggman 
car. The mother said she had 
given the child some of the 
medicine and had planned to 
give it the rest at 2 p. m.  

The Infant was given emer-
gency treatment at Hudson 
hospital, but physicians said 
the few drops of the poison 
taken would have no ill    
effects. 
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A  L e a r n i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  f o r  u s  N o n - R a c e r s  

ceived one or both doses of 
the vaccine.  

 

Most likely you have also 
heard that some people in our 
county have tested positive 
for a more contagious version 
of the virus, first noted in 
Great Britain; and, in other 
parts of the U.S., a more dan-
gerous mutation called the 
South African Variant has 
been found, against which, 
the vaccines are less effective 
than that 95%. 

There is said to be a race on 
to vaccinate the country    
before these variants become 
dominant. 

It should be concerning, but, 
it was also completely ex-
pected by epidemiologists. 
It’s always been a race for 
them. 

We, here, are too old to race. 
I don’t want to race to get the 

(IPV) are 90% effective. De-
spite that, due to near univer-
sal vaccinations, polio has 
been irradicated from the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Lynch likely contracted the 
virus several days ago when a 
Boston staff member tested 
positive earlier in the week. 
Lynch remains asymptomatic 
and feels fine, he will self-
quarantine at home. 

This is a reminder that people 
can still be vulnerable to in-
fection after being vaccinated, 
particularly in the two weeks 
after receiving the second 
dose.  

"There's no vaccine that I 
know that protects you the 
same day you get it," Onyema 
Ogbuagu, the principal inves-
tigator for Pfizer's vaccine 
trial at Yale University. 

At least 23.2 million people 
in the United States have re-

Congressional Rep. Stephen 
Lynch, D-Mass., tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus on 
Friday Jan 29. 

Members of Congress began 
getting vaccinated as early as 
Dec. 18, but Lynch at the 
time said he was "waiting for 
the vaccine to be first offered 
to health care personnel, first 
responders and vulnerable 
seniors" in his district, the 
Boston Herald reported. 

This delay meant that Lynch 
received his second dose of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
just before the inauguration of 
President Biden on Jan. 20. 

Clinical trial data published 
by Pfizer show that the vac-
cine is about 52% effective at 
preventing illness after the 
first shot, compared to being 
95% effectiveness seven days 
after the second dose.   

For comparison, two doses of 
inactivated polio vaccine 

J a n u a r y  T h i r t i e t h ,  T w e n t y - T w e n t y - O n e  

V o l u m e  2 ,  I s s u e  7  

P a n d e m i c  P r e s s  

vaccine ahead of others.  But 
to folks like us that have lived 
through several epidemics 
and hope to live through sev-
eral more, it shouldn’t be a 
race.  It should simply be a 
learning experience. 

A line up of healthcare 
workers in Sri Lanka   
getting vaccinated. 

S p e c i a l  p o i n t s  
o f  i n t e r e s t :  
 

• Sheila Saxman’s 
Birthday Jan 28 

• Howard Kruegel’s 
Birthday Jan 29 

• John Giuliano’s 
Birthday Jan 30 

• Nedra 
Grabowsky’s Birth-
day Feb 1 

• Anna Velasco’s 
Birthday Feb 5 



T h e  C a b l e  A c t  o f  1 9 2 2  &  A m e n d m e n t s  

A wife could repatriate if she 
lived in or re-entered the U.S 
and applied as a foreigner, 
but because of the restricted 
number of immigrants from 
each country specified in 
the Emergency Quota Act of 
1921, she might not be al-
lowed to return.  

A 1930 amendment eliminat-
ed the quota, and a 1931 
amendment allowed her to 
retain her citizenship if mar-
ried to an “ineligible alien.” 

A 1934 amendment allowed 
for children of American 
women to get U.S. citizen-
ship. 

On the contrary the immi-
grant wife of any American 
man would automatically 
become naturalized.  

Following the ratification 
of the Nineteenth Amend-
ment, protests focused on 
reversing the policy, and 
the Cable Act of 1922 was 
the initial result.  

As written, it continued to 
take away the citizenship of 
American women who mar-
ried "aliens ineligible to 
citizenship," namely Asians 
or criminals, and also those 
who established residency 
outside the U.S.  

The Expatriation Act of 
1907 said that by marrying 
a foreigner, an American 
woman relinquished her 
citizenship. She would au-
tomatically take on her hus-
band’s nationality.  

As a result of her loss of 
citizenship, she forfeited 
her Constitutional rights, 
even while visiting the 
U.S., and could be subject 
to deportation and denial of 
reentry to the United States. 
It was also retroactive and 
without notice; so you 
might have your Aunt Sue 
visit and wake up with no 
Aunt Sue in her room. 

C a m m y  F l e i g  H e l p s  W e n d y  G e t  O f f  t h e  I s l a n d  

They chartered a small, but 
impressively fast boat at the 
marina, and pulled up at the 
Ellis Island dock with three 
guards pointing their rifles 
at them.  

“At ease, soldiers. It’s a bad 
time to lose your jobs for 
being dumb. Please, bring 
me to an officer who can 
speak for this outfit.” 

After identifying herself, 
the best kept of the three 
men escorted the ladies 
inside to one of the offices. 

Facing an officious looking 
man in a suit and wire-
framed spectacles, Artie 
asked, “Did you confiscate 
the glass from which my 
client drank the supposed 
champagne?” 

“Why, no.” 

“We contend that what it 
contained had an alcohol 
content under 0.5% which 
is legal in the U.S. We 
would demand that you test 
the residue for alcohol con-
tent, for as you are well 
aware, in West vs. Louisi-
ana, the court found that 
simply a statement from an 
officer, recounting the con-

tents of a glass would be 
hearsay, unless the evidence 
in hand would be available 
for the defense to examine, 
or confront in line with the 
Sixth Amendment.  Any 
judge would throw out the 
case if you have no evidence 
of a crime.” 

Artie was right, Pieter was 
with them on the boat for 
shore, in fact, he also re-
ceived an apology. 

After enjoying a few days in 
the Big Apple, the couple 
bought a black Model A 
Town Sedan 160B for $630 
+ $30 for a trunk. They 
bought it from Mr. Truman 
Carpote at Ford’s NYC head-
quarters, 1710 Broadway. It 
was kitty-corner to the empty 
Hammerstein's Theatre (Now 
called the Ed Sullivan).  

That evening they drove 
Aunt Artie through Central 
Park, then spent the night 
with her at her home in 
Greenwich Village.  

After packing, they took 
Hudson St to the Holland 
Tunnel & paid 50¢ to go 
through to reach the Lincoln 
Highway and start their cross 
country adventure.  

Wendy was startled not to 
find Pieter in the queue, but 
became distraught when 
she couldn’t find him any-
where on the ship. No one 
she asked, even the agent 
handling her immigration 
papers, was willing to help. 
He seemed angry that she 
had even asked. 

She finally found an in-
formant in her maid Cam-
my. “E wiz tooken to Elliz 
I’land in zee handcooffs.” 

 “How can I get to him?” 
asked Wendy, concerned. 

“You Sweety? Naw, but I 
can go many places you 
can’t.” said Cammy Fleig, 
dropping her French accent.  

Three hours later, Fleig met 
Wiper at a café on 48th St. 
and 11th Ave., near the 
French Line’s Pier 88 & 
laid out the story. An hour 
later, Wendy was asking for 
help from Aunt Art E. Face, 
the most feared (by men) 
attorney in Manhattan. 

“How long will it take?” 
asked her niece. 

“Just come with me, and 
you can return to the City 
with him. I promise.” 

An hour later, 

Wendy was 

asking for help 

from Aunt Art 

E. Face, the 

most feared (by 

men) attorney 

in Manhattan. 
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This is the Broadway & 
54th Ford Bldg in 1919. 
I was unable to find 
photos with Model A’s.  

Alice Wong, a Chinese 
American married im-
migrant Earl Wong in 
1919, and lost her citi-
zenship in 1922 be-
cause of the Cable Act 

So, in the story below, had 
Wendy returned the year 
before, she too would have 
been hustled off & deported 


