
green lit for June 20-25.  

That doesn’t mean we are out 
of the woods. Active cases 
are still high enough that flash 
outbreaks could clog our ICU 
beds, and that will undoubted-
ly last throughout all of 2021. 
However, the people most 
likely to be debilitated or die 
from the virus will be safe 
when vaccinated even though 
they will definitely come in 
contact with a carrier at a 
restaurant or sports event. 

It would be nice to reach 
100% vaccination worldwide 
and never have a 4th wave, 
but if it happens, the virus 
mutates, and the vaccines 
become ineffective, there will 
probably be a vol. 3 of the 
Pandemic Press. 

T h e  M i s s  A m e r i c a  I X  

Ninety years ago, the big 
news was Gar Wood surpas-
sing 100 mph for the water 
speed record. 

Wood was not only the driver, 
but the millionaire owner of 
his Miss America IX, owning 
not just the eight racing 
yachts prior to her, but the 
boat yard that built them. 

The company was the Chris 
Smith & Sons Boat Company. 
Later after they separated 
from Wood’s employ, they 
became known as Chris Craft. 

In 1930 Wood opened a com-
peting factory to produce 
speed boats faster than police 
patrols—very popular with 
rum runners. His true love 

with his own racing, however. 
He hoped for speed-racing im-
mortality. 

The record lasted 26 days. It 
was beaten by Ireland’s Don 
Kaye on April 15, 1931 driving 
the Miss England II.  

The next year, Wood drove the 
IX over 111 mph, barely beat-
ing Kaye’s second record of 
110 mph. It took Kaye five 
months, and the construction of 
Miss England III to top that. 

The current record of 317.59 
mph was set by Aussie Ken 
Warby on October 8, 1978.  
There have only been two at-
tempts to better that speed 
since, both resulting in the 
deaths of the drivers. 
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US is over 65, and I’d esti-
mate that 98% of the Palomar 
A’s are at least over 50, the 
chances are very good that 9 
out of 10 members will be 
safe to meet in the next few 
weeks, and it will be practical 
to host tours and even meals 
by mid-May. (Hopefully 
MAFCA can give some ad-
vice as far as our liability 
should the unthinkable occur, 
but we have followed govern-
ment guidelines throughout. I 
would think we would be held 
blameless.) 

The New Hampshire Division 
of Public Health recently 
posted strict quarantine rules 
for visitors, but, there is an 
exemption for people two 
weeks after being vaccinated, 
so the National Tour seems 

On March 26th, it was an-
nounced that in California, all 
people over 16 would be eli-
gible to receive a COVID 
vaccination free of charge. On 
March 8th, 2.9 million people 
received a shot, with 2.5 mil-
lion being the daily average 
so far in March.26.3% of 
Americans have received 
their first dose, and 14.3% 
have been fully vaccinated.  

Considering that 16.5% of the 
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S p e c i a l  p o i n t s  
o f  i n t e r e s t :  

• Donna Slikker’s 
Birthday, Apr 2 

• Keith Thamer’s 
Birthday Apr 4 

• Stoney        
Stonebreaker’s 
Birthday Apr 6 

• Walt Hibbard’s 
Birthday Apr 7 

• Larry Beel’s Birth-
day Apr 16 

• Bruce Parker’s 
Birthday Apr 21 

• Mike Stephens & 
Stacie Niemann’s 
Anniversary Apr 25 

• Wes & Kim 
Wright’s Anniver-
sary Apr 26 

• Steve Cordtz’s 
Birthday Apr 27 

• Jim & Janie King’s 
Anniversary Apr 29 

9% of Californians have 
had COVID, never more 
than 0.1% at any one 
time. There’s still a high 
danger for the unvac-
cinated Californian. 

Wood made his money 
building special bodies 
for trucks in Detroit. He 
spent his money on 
special boats. 



Edward Stratemeyer, 
founder of a syndicate to 
produce plentiful and inex-
pensive children’s series, 
didn’t have his first publi-
cation credit until he was 
26, although as a teenager, 
he had his own printing 
press and wrote, printed 
and distributed stories to 
friends and family.   

At 36, in 1899, he wrote the 
first of his Rover Boys se-
ries, and in 1904 the Bob-
sey Twins. He, himself, had 
worked as a ghost writer, 
most famously to complete 
the unfinished works of 

Horatio Alger. So when 
demand for his own series 
outstripped his ability to 
keep up he sought ghost 
writers to flesh out his out-
lines in 1906.  

Despite the literally mil-
lions of copies of the syndi-
cate’s works, he never be-
came wealthy. 

He died in May of 1930, 
soon after developing the 
Hardy Boys and Nancy 
Drew outlines. His wife, a 
fellow author, was too sick 
to take over the company, 
and so daughters Harriet 

C a r o l y n  K e e n e ,  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  N a n c y  D r e w  

and Edna, both of whom had 
helped write, edit, or promote 
the books, took over. 

Harriet took the more promi-
nent role and ended up head-
ing the company until her 
death in 1982. In 1984, the 
company was sold to Simon 
and Schuster. 

In the wake of fellow UW 
Library school grad, Beverly 
Cleary’s death, I heard an 
interview in which she said 
that she wrote books that kids 
asked for because no one else 
was.  The audience provided 
the stories, she only provided 
the words.  

T h e  O u t b a c k  o f  S a g e  C a l i f o r n i a ,  M u l e ’ s  R e s t  

compete to give her ever 
higher tips if she’d just 
wipe their table and ask 
them about their adventures 
riding in buckets, or sitting 
high up on a plank suspend-
ed a hundred feet up a can-
yon wall.  “And I’m honest-
ly excited by their stories, 
so I would smile and listen 
even if there wasn’t the 
money angle,” she said. 

The word angle stuck in 
Brace’s head. “I think thah 
my-bee, I shouht try my 
luck, rowns here.” he said, 
with the waitress thinking 
that the word smile had 
made the impression. With 
her encouragement, he did. 

After WWII, his mother and 
brother joined him and they 
built a large casino, south, 
on this same road, where 
once was a grove of date 
palms.  They left one tree 
up on the road as a sort of 
a sign, and people would 
always talk about “the face 
palm” sign but later they 
decorated with neon lights 
like everyone else.  

Pieter and Wendy drove to 
their destination, Loma 
Linda University, founded 
by a donation of Ellen 

White who believed that 
women should not only be 
trained as nurses, but as 
doctors as well. 

Pieter de Chrome went to 
work in Hollywood, build-
ing cars that exploded on 
cue, then moving on to ex-
ploding warplanes as well. 

Dr. Wiper-de Chrome 
taught men and women 
practical medicine for the 
next twenty five years, retir-
ing at the age of sixty five, 
graciously claiming that 
she did so because medical 
research was expanding 
faster than she could keep 
up, which we all know was 
a tall tale. 

Bob Blade woke up from 
his coma, but he never 
bothered them again.  They 
heard from Uncle Or that 
Bob wasn’t very sharp after 
his injuries. He convinced 
himself that it was gold that 
took him into the Florence 
Mine and it was gold that 
he had found. 

He wandered for years 
through the desert for the 
rest of his life trailing a 
mule packed with camp and 
prospecting gear. Along 
with his eye patch, was an 

Pieter drove the town sedan  
into a garage on Las Vegas 
Blvd. and asked the man 
there to give it an oil 
change and to fill it up 
while the three of them 
were having lunch at the 
diner next door. 

At the table, he mentioned 
that it was the first time in 
days that no one had men-
tioned his German accent. 

Brace mentioned that it was 
the first time in weeks that 
it wasn’t even cold in the 
morning. 

Wendy mentioned that four 
out of five of the people 
she’d seen in Las Vegas 
were male, and imagined 
how soon Aunt Pretty Face 
would have a business em-
pire built in a place like 
this. 

She questioned the young 
waitress about the way 
things were when she came 
by with her pot roast sand-
wich, and she explained 
that, with the dam being 
built over in Boulder Can-
yon, workmen were drawn 
from all over the country. 
That, in fact, this was a 
slow day. The men would 

The men would 

compete to give 

her ever higher 

tips if she’d just 

wipe their table 

and ask them 

about their 

adventures  
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Rooster Cogburn 

Harriet Stratemeyer 
Adams 1892-1982 

untrimmed beard, and leath-
ery cheeks. For a shot of 
whiskey, he’d tell his story, 
or for five dollars, sell you a 
share of his mine including a 
map to the diggings. One 
such person with $5 was a 
young actor named John 
Wayne. In gratitude, he paid 
to have Blade stay in a rest 
home, & the mule at his own 
ranch in Sage, California. 

I felt the same way about 
Wendy Wiper de Chrome. I 
just provided the words. 


