
R e t i r e  o n  T o p  

A .267 average, .310 OBP, 
and a .450 slugging with 22 
doubles in only 191 at bats.  

That was Tris Speaker’s line 
in his final season: 1928 with 
the Philadelphia Athletics. 

Compare that to players in 
their prime—the world series 
winning LA Dodgers last year 
hit .256/.338/.483 with 22 
doubles for every 463 at bats. 

At just 40, Speaker could 
easily have played a couple 
more years; he had been a top 
10, full-time player, just the 
previous year.  

Personally, I think he retired, 
to see more of his 82-year-old 
mother who in 1907 stated 
that she would never let him 
play for Boston in the AL, & 
in 1912, when he was the 
highest paid, best player, on 
the world series winning 
team, still attempted to con-
vince him to quit baseball & 
come home to Hubbard, TX. 

Speaker retired with 792 ca-
reer doubles. His final hit was 
a double in his final complete 
game. He’d been a regular 
player until June 19, and the 
team was mired in second. To 
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er, and pitcher for the Mem-
phis Red Sox. Lindy McDan-
iel, 84, one of the most suc-
cessful middle relievers over 
his 21 year career on five 
teams, who finished with a 
141-119 win/loss record. Jay 
Johnstone, who had a 20 year 
MLB career as an outfielder, 
including 1979 for the Padres 
when I was first becoming a 
baseball fan. He was 74 when 
he died from the coronavirus.  

Steve Dalkowski, 80, a flame-
throwing pitcher who is one 
of the more famous players to 
never actually play in the 
major leagues. He was the 
inspiration for the character 
of Nuke LaLoosh in the mov-
ie “Bull Durham.”  As a HS 
senior in 1957 he had 150 
strikeouts in 69-2/3 innings. 
Cal Ripken Sr., who caught 
him in the minors, estimated 
Dalkowski threw between 
110 and 115 miles per hour. 

bers, died. In one 42-day 
span, five Hall members 
passed away. The majority of 
the identified causes of death 
were from cancer and compli-
cations from dementia, but in 
more than half, the cause of 
death was not released, so we 
will never know how many of 
them were killed by COVID. 

There are some that we know 
had the disease.  

Tom Seaver, 75-year-old Hall 
of Fame pitcher for the Mets 
and the White Sox. Jairo Cas-
tillo, 31-year-old Dominican 
scout for the Dodgers,  Rick 
Baldwin, 67-year-old former 
reliever for the Mets. Ron 
Johnson, first baseman for the 
Royals and Expos, and long-
time minor league manager, 
died at the age of 64.  

Lou Schwechheimer, 62, 
owner of the Wichita AAA 
team. Charley Pride, 86, sing-

The youth league graciously 
has allowed me to manage 
another team this spring, so 
my mind is on baseball, and 
the safety precautions I have 
to supervise with ten 11-year-
olds.   

Folks may look at the 60 
game season and the card-
board photos of fans in the 
bleachers, and the coaches 
wearing masks, and some, no 
doubt, will think the precau-
tions were a silly waste.  No 
MLB player died, so they 
were too cautious. 

They forget that over 5% of 
the players caught the disease. 
Considering 9% of the US has  
tested positive as of March 
9th, they were hardly in a 
bubble like the NBA playoff 
teams.  And the losses to 
baseball were truly historic. 

In 2020, 110 former MLB 
players, 6 Hall of Fame mem-
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Steve Dalkowski: glasses 
couldn’t quite help him 
find the strike zone. 

In other words, imagine the 
fastest pitches that Aroldis 
Chapman ever threw, and 
then add 10 miles an hour to 
them.  

We lost a lot. 

S p e c i a l  p o i n t s  
o f  i n t e r e s t :  

• Peggy William’s 
Birthday Mar 14 

 

Gehrig, Speaker, Cobb, 
and Ruth when the Yan-
kees and Athletics were 
in a pennant race in 1928 

shake things up, Connie Mack 
benched Speaker. The team 
won only six of its next 17 
games, and still finished in 2nd 
behind the Yankees. 
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bloody expectorant. 

After 12 to 24 hours, an 
itching rash and blistering 
on thin moist areas of the 
skin like lips and joints, 
reaching their maximum at 
48 to 72 hours after expo-
sure. 

Long term effects include 
bone marrow damage, low 
blood cell counts, sepsis, 
rapid cell necrosis, and lung 
cancer. 

Oddly enough, due to the 
effects of bone marrow 
damage and low blood cell 
counts, it was used as an 

immediately.  

Early victims could die 
from over exposure, una-
ware of the long term ef-
fects, believing the clouds 
wafting over them were 
merely unpleasant, or that 
they could be protected by 
a long-sleeved shirt. 

After 1 to 6 hours, the first 
symptom would be sensi-
tivity to light and tearing of 
the eyes. 

Inhaling it will lead to, after  
4 to 24 hours, coughing, 
shortness of breath, rapid 
heartbeat, and sometimes 

It looked promising to have 
Wendy, who would have 
been knowledgeable about 
both the chemistry of Pyro
(the mustard gas manufac-
tured and used by the Brit-
ish and Americans during 
WWI) and the treatment of 
that weapon’s exposure. 

In reality, this is simply the 
sort of thing to warn chil-
dren, “Don’t try this at 
home.” 

You would think that a sub-
stance containing sulfur and 
hydrochloric acid would do 
immediate damage to the 
eyes, but it doesn’t work 
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hands. Unemployment was 
so high, there was no ques-
tion that five cowboys with 
bad attitudes and little skill 
for making home brew 
would jump at Blade’s call 
to kidnap three well-off 
strangers in a new black 
Ford fordor.  

They had enough men to 
have at least one ready pis-
tol at each gas station and a 
driver to follow if the car 
passed the first one in town. 

Catching them by surprise, 
they easily tied the three up, 
and took them and their car 
to the smelly, run down 
barn of a bankrupt rancher 
just outside of Cheyanne. 

“Asanack!” loudly sneezed 
Brace, startling all the cow-
boys, but one.  

He came close to the bound 
Chicagoan and sneered at 
him. “Mister, I want you to 
know I can shoot a rattler 
with a pistol at 50 feet.” 

Brace replied, “Good tuh 
know who tuh see if we’z 
trub’eld by lawn dist’ints 
rad’il snakes.” 

Disgusted with the pretty 
boy’s antics, the men head-
ed towards the squatter's 

cabin to wait and eat. The 
short straw had to watch the 
barn door until relieved.   

In the barn, the three hatched 
an elaborate plan. After Brace 
cut himself & the others loose 
using a razor hidden in his 
jacket cuff for just this sort of 
thing, Wendy walked around 
the barn & finding muriatic 
acid for tanning leather, & 
sulfur for treating mites on 
horses, she made a crude mus-
tard bomb in a mason jar. 

Pieter found sugar cubes to 
feed into their truck’s gas 
tank, and stripped some wires 
bare so he could hotwire their 
car’s ignition, and Brace cut a 
dozen pieces of bailing wire 
and inserted them through the 
end of a braided rope, so with 
a whip and a tug, it could rip 
through a man’s shirt.  

Figuring the men would be 
watching the front, Brace 
broke through the old boards 
on the back and the three 
crawled into position. It was 
chaos, and they could have 
just put the men in shock and 
sped off, but Wendy refused to 
leave her luggage. 

The poor men couldn’t see for 
a week afterwards, but they 

Leaving Akron, the route to 
take was due west to Yank-
ton, SD, then south over the 
new Meridian Bridge cross-
ing the Missouri River on 
Route 81. 

At Columbus, NE, they 
headed west on the Lincoln 
Highway, rather than con-
tinuing until Wichita to take 
the National Old Trails 
Road system west through 
the Southwest deserts. 

Wyoming was enjoying the 
warmest November in his-
tory. No one was talking of 
snow in the Rockies, and 
US Route 30 was a road, 
not a system. When they 
had planned to motor west, 
had there been a highway 
stretching from Chicago to 
LA, they might ‘uv, but, 
without it, heading towards 
Bob Blade’s unforeseen 
posse was inevitable.  

Model A Fords were a 
common sight over many 
country roads. So, speeding 
by those places, it would be 
hard to identify passengers 
you’d never seen before; 
but not in Wyoming.  

The Depression was old hat 
to these cowboys and farm 
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It was less a home 
than just protective 
cover for the nights 

These soldiers look po-
tentially safe, but the 
donkey, not so much. 

had succeeded in a way. 
They didn’t capture the 
three and earn a reward, but 
they had delayed them long 
enough for Bob to be right 
on their heals. 

early treat of Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma and leukemia 
in the 1940s. 


