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Pearl Faye White was a type 
A personality. Born in Green 
Ridge, MO on March 4, 1892, 
at 6 she began acting on 
stage. At 13. she began stunt 
riding for a circus. 

Against the wishes of her 
father, White dropped out of 
school in 1907, and went on 
the road with the Trousedale 
Stock Company as a singer. 

In 1910, her voice began to 
fail from the nightly perfor-
mances and she became a 
film actress, starring in come-
dies for Powers Films in the 
Bronx.  

White honed her skills at 
physical comedy and per-
formed her own stunt work. 
She became a popular player 
with the company and caught 
the attention of Pathé Frères 

(The same company that pro-
duced the MAFCA video in 
last week’s issue.) which 
hired her for one movie, and 
then, after more success, she 
signed a contract to star in 20 
minute serials for them. 

The first ones were the famil-
iar Perils of Pauline  Only 
nine of 20 “Pauline” episodes 
still exist. None show Pearl 
bound to or even on a trestle.   
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COVID-associated deaths 
primarily by submission of 
Death Report Forms from 
healthcare providers. Addi-
tionally, vital records are used 
to identify deaths related to 
COVID-19 by reviewing the 
cause of death listed on death 
certificates.”  

“This review of vital records, 
delayed by the high volume 
of Death Report Forms during 
the surge, identified the addi-
tional deaths. Public Health 
has already reported 9,712 
deaths that occurred between 
December 2020 and January 
2021 and were reported 
through Death Report Forms. 
Therefore, 92% of deaths that 
occurred during that period 
were previously reported.” 

So the error, as described, 
equates to an average of 13 
more deaths per day over that 
time period.  So, when that 
would be spread out, it 
wouldn’t look like the Arma-

had died in hospitals were 
counted. 

That as a known complaint in 
a WHO report back in March,  
so the question I had wasn’t 
why are they now publishing 
it, but why hadn’t France 
been publishing it all along? 

Cal’s error turns out to have 
taken place in Los Angeles 
County.  They say: 

“Through extensive checks of 
death records, [LA County] 
Public Health has identified 
an additional 806 COVID-19 
-associated deaths that were 
not initially recorded as 
COVD-19 deaths. The major-
ity of these deaths occurred 
during the surge between De-
cember 3, 2020 and February 
3, 2021, a period when many 
deaths occurred and not all 
were reported to Public 
Health due to the volume of 
records.” 

“Public Health identifies 

I wanted to write an update 
about the epidemic’s local 
atmosphere, so I looked up 
California Covid news and 
found the graph on the right, 
(altered slightly to make it 
visible.) shaped like a dino-
saur. 

I suffered an instantaneous 
shock, but, confident as I am 
that the coronavirus is neither 
as quick acting as a norovirus, 
or as deadly as the Bubonic 
Plague, seeing a spike like 
that, I knew had to be a pa-
perwork error in which some-
one, somewhere, was now 
taking responsibility. 

In France, the same thing 
happened April 2, 2020, when 
after patients who had died in 
nursing homes over the previ-
ous month, were all included 
on the same day. April 1, 508 
deaths, on April 2, 1,354 
deaths. Prior to that, only 
French covid patients who 

F e b r u a r y  T w e n t y - S e v e n t h ,  T w e n t y - T w e n t y - O n e  

V o l u m e  2 ,  I s s u e  1 1  

P a n d e m i c  P r e s s  

The graph of daily deaths 
due to COVID in Calif. 

geddon monster has come to 
California.  

So, in conclusion, the local 
atmosphere has been worse 
than previously reported.  
Some day I wish there would 
be a report that things were 
actually somewhat better than 
believed. It probably won’t 
happen with COVID, but we 
can all hope. Stay safe so the 
dinosaur doesn’t get you. 

S p e c i a l  p o i n t s  
o f  i n t e r e s t :  

• M.A. Morrison’s 
Birthday Mar 1 

• The Miss America 
pageant organiz-
ers voted 27-3 to 
discontinue the 
competition due to 
public pressure 
Mar 3, 1928—
Story later. 

• John Frazee’s 
Birthday Mar 6 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVPQa-10030


P e a r l  W h i t e ,  c o n t i n u e d  

White divided her time 
between her townhouse in 
Passy and a 54-acre estate 
near Rambouillet as well as 
traveling the world with a 
Greek shipping tycoon. 

The injury she sustained to 
her spine while filming The 
Perils of Pauline had con-
tinued to cause her pain, 
which she eased with drugs 
and alcohol. 

She took several trips back 
to the US, always on the SS 
Paris not the Île de France. 

She died August 3, 1938 of 
liver failure. 

the H.M.S. Olympic. 

She later moved to France, 
living in the Montparnasse 
quarter in Paris (Wendy 
bought a flat in Mont-
morency) where she at-
tempted to revive her film 
career. 

By the time she retired 
from films in 1924, White 
had amassed a fortune of $2 
million. 

A shrewd businesswoman, 
she invested in a successful 
Parisian nightclub, a Biar-
ritz resort hotel/casino, and 
a stable of 10 race horses. 

Sadly, in the making of one 
episode, White injured her 
spine. Pathé then hired 
male stuntmen dressing 
them in wigs to protect 
their star. 

In 1919, White had grown 
tired of film serials and 
signed with Fox Film Cor-
poration with the ambition 
to appear in dramatic roles, 
but those films were unpop-
ular.  

When she’d fulfilled her 
contract, in 1921, she 
toured France, crossing the 
Atlantic, as Wendy had, on 

R e l e n t l e s s  w e r e  t h e  R o a d s  a n d  t h e  R e s e a r c h  

tled for the weapon, it fired, 
and a bullet passed through 
Bob’s eye, out his skull, 
and into the bar’s ceiling to 
become an object of con-
versation for years to come. 

Blade survived, but became 
even more of an animal 
after that.  People said he 
was dull, but he was just 
tarnished, his metal was as 
strong and cutting as ever. 

If anything, he gained the 
ability to focus his bitter-
ness, and that was directed 
towards Wendy. He had 
distributed hundreds of 
copies of her photo to 
doughboys. He was unable 
to enlist to go over himself, 
as the Army refused to take 
one-eyed soldiers, and he 
was determined to find her 
wherever in Europe she had 
escaped. 

Like most bounty hunters, 
he liked going after embez-
zlers more than murderers 
for its risk versus reward, 
but unlike most, he also 
sought to capture malicious 
wives and anyone with the 
surname Face, no matter 
the crime. Brace had     
already been his target a 
couple of times. 

He already knew Brace’s fami-
ly and business associates, and 
learning of the warrant, he was 
off like an arrow. 

He followed the three out of 
Chicago on Highway 38 to 
Geneva—home of Riverbank 
Lab, famous for both Acousti-
cal research and cryptology—
and met with his consultant 
Dr. William Friedman to re-
view the information in the 
warrant, and suggest ways to 
catch Brace. 

Friedman noticed that by the 
age, dress, and the fact that the 
woman—not Brace—had been 
the driver leaving Chicago, 
that the couple were peers, 
trusted by Brace, and as such, 
his guess, most likely family. 

Bob, rightly guessed the trio 
would return to the Lincoln 
Highway in Dixon and contin-
ue that until Denison, Iowa 
where they would head north-
west to Sioux City on the 141, 
then onto Iowa highway 12. 

By the time he reached Akron, 
though, they had just left for 
Cheyanne. Determined to stop 
them, he phoned some cow-
boys from a lynching party 
he’d joined in his day.  He was 
sure, they’d get ‘em. 

While this is a story about 
the exploits of Wendy Wip-
er, there is another traveler 
in our saga, and it would 
make sense to ask at this 
point, “What about Bob?” 

A truly tragic story was 
Bob’s. Upon his return to 
Markham, IL, after the  
divorce, he was able to sell 
his, now worthless to him, 
farm and move to an up-
scale apartment in Chicago 
with a bundle of cash and 
little to spend it on. 

Other than booze and wick-
ed women, that is. 

He still worked as a bounty 
hunter, and that in itself 
could have killed him if he 
were reckless enough, but 
in that, he never was. 

So, it came to pass that on 
February 14, 1916 Blade 
was in a tavern, red sweaty 
drunk, having spent most of 
his money, at a time when 
women no longer found 
him attractive in that condi-
tion, being cut off by a  
naïve, young bartender. 

Witnesses were not certain 
whether Bob pulled the gun 
to shoot the bartender, or 
himself, but the two wres-

Blade 

survived.. 

People said 

he was dull, 

but he was 

just 

tarnished 
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William Friedman was 
a cryptographer at 
Riverbank, and during 
Prohibition used his 
skills to catch boot-
leggers. He moved to 
DC in 1921, but he’s 
too fun to leave out. 

Pearl of the Army, 
made in 1916, is said 
to be one of her best. 
She looks a lot like I’d 
imagine Wendy. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVl1BLJ7Sjg

