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All I need to Know about Dealing 
with this Pandemic, I Didn’t Learn 

Watching Sixties Sitcoms. 
Mom always liked Tommy Smothers best. Mother Douglas 
always loved Lisa more than Oliver in Green Acres. Mrs. Brady 

was so put off by early accusations of favoritism towards her daughters, that she basically washes her hands on parenting and hardly 
ever supervises them, allowing Alice to fulfill her role. For many shows, My Three Sons, The Monkees, The Beverly Hillbillies, Gilligan’s 
Island, The Andy Griffith Show, they just decided to get rid of moms altogether.  Without that motherly caring, that knowing what to do 
in a pinch, during an illness, Lisa Douglas would make hotcakes, MaryAnn would make banana cream pie, Granny would make possum 
stew with collard greens, and Alice would make pork chops, with apple sauce.  Who was there to make chicken soup? No one! 

I suppose creators and producers looked on this as funny, and wanted to show off everyone’s natural desire to be self-reliant, independ-
ent, and inventive.  

Clearly, by what I read in the media during this epidemic, I’m not the only one raised by sixties sitcoms.  It was only a matter of time be-
fore people began to be criticized for taking care of themselves in rational, non-creative ways, doing things that simply showed caring for 
others, and being blamed for being “the type of person” who allows themselves to catch the virus and doesn’t do risky things to help the 
economy (Such as taking pills (speed) in order to perform at that all important band audition, but not only do you take the pills, but each 
of your three pals also slip pills into your drink, so at the audition you act all hyper. Drug overdoses are a laugh riot!) But how can you 
blame people my age or older for being critical of people who self quarantine, wear masks, or who work in a meat packing plant or a 
clinic and catch the virus, or who just want to rub Vicks on a kid’s chest and make them some chicken soup to make them feel better? 
Those shows raised Boomers. Gen-Xers and Millennials watched The Cosby Show, Family Ties, and Happy Days and they all had moms.  

In a pandemic, we really need to learn to care for others, not just our favorites, not just people who act like we want them to, but each 
other, no matter what, based on their needs.  It’s a lesson we all learned from our mothers.  So, on this Mother’s Day, thank Moms, and 
if they aren’t on this Earth anymore, make yourself some chicken soup in remembrance of them. 

Campbells Soup in the Model A Era 

John T. Dorrance was an American food chemist who discovered a method to condense soup for the Joseph Campbell Preserve Co., and 
served as president of the Campbell Soup Company from 1914 until his death in 1930. He eventually bought out the Campbell family 
and made the business into more than just a food merchant, but a brand. Licensing merchandise, writing cookbooks, etc. He was suc-
ceeded by his brother, Arthur Dorrance who also served until his death in 1946.  

Arthur began advertising on The Burns and Allen Show in 1931, intro-
duced Cream of Mushroom Soup in 1934, renamed “Chicken with 
Noodles” soup the more catchy “Chicken Noodle” soup, and in 1935 
selected the familiar slogan “Mmm Mmm Good.” 

During the Model A era, the longstanding Campbell soup kids were 
downplayed in advertising, appearing in only a tiny corner of each ad. 
Their creator, Grace Drayton, felt free to create a popular cartoon 
character almost identical to them, called Dolly Dingle in 1928.  That 
same year the E. I. Horsman Co., who made mass produced, cheap and 
ugly CSK dolls, lost the rights to American Character Dolls which pro-
duced a much higher quality—and more expensive doll—just in time 
for the Depression. Horseman used the CSK molds, without using the 
Campbell name, and still sold thousands of copies which you would 
recognize as a Campbells Soup Kid.  It took until the company went 
public in 1954, for Campbells to retrace the Kids’ popularity, relieving 
American Character Dolls of the rights and selling it to Ideal Toys.  
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That Sediment Bowl Looks Absolutely Gross 

Dave Francis of the San Diego Club sent out this helpful email a few weeks ago. 

The current “Stay at Home” mandate is not only hard on us, it’s hard on the fuel systems in our Model A’s. Researching 
the effects aged fuel can have on vehicle / equipment fuel systems, I came across an informative video developed by 
STA-BIL and I’d like to share some of the key points from this video. 
 
It was stated that fuels can break down in as little as 30 to 60 days 
causing gum, varnish and corrosion to form in the fuel system. Carbure-
tors, with their small passages and orifices (i.e. jets), are particularly 
vulnerable to vanish contamination.  

The result is a hard/no start condition, poor idle quality and generally 
poor performance. Aged fuel can also contaminate the fuel tank, and 
this condition normally requires the removal and boiling out of the tank 
to correct. On a Model A this is particularly problematic as 1), the fuel 
tanks are difficult to remove and reinstall and 2), the tank cleaning pro-
cess unfortunately removes the cowl paint. 
 
To address the fuel/fuel tank issue STA-BIL recommends that tank be 
filled with fresh fuel and the appropriate amount of stabilizer added. 
This greatly slows the deterioration of the fuel and prevents rust from 
forming in the tank. It is stated that this will provide protection for one year. Additionally, it is an excellent practice to peri-
odically (7 to 10 days is a good rule of thumb) run the engine or better yet if you can, drive the car. Driving the car is 
beneficial in that it better enables the engine to fully come up to operating temperature. Before you shut down be sure to 
close the fuel shutoff and continue to run the engine until it quits. Running the residual fuel out of the carburetor in this 
manner is an effective technique for maintaining the internal cleanliness of your carburetor. 
 
When we do get back in the saddle the above recommendations will greatly enhance your chances of a trouble free re-
turn to service, and will hopefully prevent the following dialog with the shop: 
 
“My car ............!” 
- Won’t start 
- Won’t idle 
- Stalls 
- Surges 
- Doesn’t have any power 
- Leaks fuel 
- (Fuel) smells funny 
- Ran fine 6 months ago 

Wanted: 

Wayne Moore still wants to purchase a full
-blooded Siamese cat. Female, spade, 0-2 
years old preferred.  

 

Paint It the Right Way 
My Dad made a great impression on me, as well. He was an accomplished 
painter in both fields cars and homes. His dad taught him because that’s 
what he did: paint homes. So one day, as all kids do, I ask, “Hey, Dad, you 
want me to paint something?" So he said, "Ok, you can paint the garage 
door.” (It was wood) He showed me what to do. He wanted it sanded by 
hand. (No electric sanders in those days.) Then primered properly. Then 
painted two coats of white. Our garage door took a beating with dodgeball, a 
basketball hoop up above, and whatever games we devised; so he wanted it 
done right.  
I started thinking I’d sanded it pretty good. Dad 
inspected then said ok move on, or not 
enough, keep sanding. Then I got to the primer 
phase. I primered the first 3 panels, but not the 
rest. I wanted to get it done and get paid. 
Ha!  Then I just painted the un primered sec-
tion as well. Well you know what happened Not 
too long later the paint started to flake off the 
un-primered sections but the primered sections 
seemed to stand up pretty well. Lesson 
Learned. So years when I had my own homes 
Dad's teachings kicked In.  

Greg Wilson 
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