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The Gadget Everyone Hopes For 
Home medical devices can be divided into those that pre-
vent illness, diagnose illness, and treat illness.  I’ve tried to 
think of medical devices that cure an illness and can only 
come up with scalpels, lasers, and joint replacements—
things that doctors must use to help you; please no one try 

home joint replacement kits!   

Some of the items meant to prevent illness have become so ubiquitous that we seldom think of the dangers of living without them, 
such as clothes, beds, spoons and plates.  Perhaps masks will become so commonplace that in the future they will develop masks for 
runners, and the minister will announce at each wedding, “You may now remove your masks” before saying “and kiss the bride”?  

Some things have caught on: I bet everyone has a home thermometer. Some things haven’t for some reason: I don’t think any 
pharmacy in America sells a home stethoscope.  And, some things, as far as treatments go, have come and gone: liniments were 
effective treatments for muscle aches, but they aren’t nearly as commonly used today as heating pads and ice packs.  

Remember when Fred Flintstone would get a black eye and treat it with a raw mammoth steak three feet long? Maybe raw mam-
moth steaks would cure the coronavirus, but now that mammoths have gone extinct we’ve lost all hope for an easy cure?  

But seriously, thanks to science, we’ve come a long way. However, regularly, something new is invented, people barely understand 
what it’s about, and some scam artist creates a device looking to trap gullible people.  Recently, scammers are sending texts telling 
people that they’ve come into contact with the virus and need to be tested, so they need to fill out a form and make an appoint-
ment to be tested. However, the scammers are just identity thieves. I’m sure that if the government ever allows contact tracing, 
we’ll hear about it long beforehand.  

Laughlin –the Part of Nevada, five miles from California on 
the Colorado where you look into Arizona. And Utah I was 
going to make a joke! But Iowasn’t. It’s no Laughlin matter. 

25 Model As gathered to attend the 8th annual Laughlin Tour on April 11th, 1996. 
Bruce was the tour leader in old Blue Top and when his distributor stopped working, 
24 cars did not pass him by leaving him to fend for himself.  Looking at the photo, it 
looks possible that 25 men all wanted to look under the hood at once.  Who needed a 
new distributor, or even an engine? With all of that help—they could have pushed him 
the whole way! Later a “splinter group” led by Rex Bozell had a problem 
of their own, perhaps just to make Bruce feel lucky: Roy Baum’s head gas-
ket blew. 

Eventually, they pulled into town and like the much younger people they 
all were back then, they participated in the fashion show, the gymkana, 
the car show, the Hubbly Derby, and made a few side trips to tourist 
traps.  I suspect ice cream was involved, more so than gambling. 

In the People’s Choice car show, Bill and Dena Hussar’s 1929 Black Road-
ster won the award for best open car, and Ed and Mabel Frazee’s 1930 
Woody won 2nd place for best commercial vehicle and Bob and Dee    
Olivari’s 1930 Maroon Town Sedan won 2nd place for best closed car. 
Sumiko Spector surpassed them all in the fashion show, however, winning 
Best of Show for her era evening wear. 



Have I Got the Device For You! 

I was lucky enough to have met and have some memories of seven of my eight 
great, grandparents. The eighth, Gram Frazee, suffered from crippling arthritis 
since the 1920s, and died 3/8/1963, two days after my Dad’s 21st birthday and 16 
months before I was born. So, I didn’t have much of a connection with her. Some-
time in high school, talking with her widowed husband, Pa, I decided to take 
home the sun lamp on the right, restore it, find a bulb for it, and that would be our 
connection. Heat was supposed to have helped her. I don’t know if it really did. 
Later I picked up a couple more of her devices, then I branched out to buying  
anything else that seemed to have a story to it. 

On the bottom, there is an early Ever Ready battery from about 1920 meant to heal nervous conditions and muscle 
aches by running electric shocks through your body, even through your hair. In France I picked up a crank generator 
from about 1860 meant to perform the same healing, so the idea stayed alive for quite a while. In the center is a Ray and 
Radiation “ultraviolet” machine that Bob Barker surprised me with at one Christmas. It was meant to heal sore feet. The 
surprise I didn’t ever tell him was that I had already purchased one—that worked– years before. It was manufactured up 
in Lawndale, Calif. So there might be hundreds around So Cal. The final device is labeled a 1915 vibrator. No comment. 

Dimples Make You Look Sweet, Even Fake Dimples 

Mrs. Evangeline Isabella Gilbert of Rochester, New York first applied for a patent, 
for her brilliant, life-altering medical device in July 1921 and then again on Sept 
26th, 1923. The patent was finally granted In February 1926. It described “certain 
new and useful Improvements in Dimple-Producing Appliances,” suggesting that 
there were other such devices already in existence. I know grandmas pinch your 
cheeks to make them blush, but do they also poke your cheeks to give them dim-
ples? Is “grandma” the other such device of which Gilbert speaks? 

The Dimpler consisted of a chin strap that held two soft rubber dimple indenters in 
place, one on each cheek. The strap has a coil that creates pressure — pressure 
that, presumably, didn’t cause pain. “The length of time on this pressure will vary 
with different persons,” Gilbert wrote in her application, “but it is found that, if the 
appliance be used during the night, dimples will be present during the next day.” 

Gilbert wasn’t promising lifelong alteration, just that for some time starting the next 
day there would be, for a time, dimples. In a 1921 story in the Rochester 
Democrat and Chronicle, she was more definitive, declaring that wearing the 
device for an hour a day would produce permanent dimples. 

Gilbert applied to patent an improved dimple device in 1937. The new Dim-
pler could produce a chin dimple, and the “dimple-producing devices” could 
be screwed into the check, thus applying more pressure.  

Gilbert demonstrated the Dimpler at sessions of the National Inventors Con-
gress in 1936 and 1937. Stories of her invention proved to be handy copy on 
slow news days nationwide. Often the stories were accompanied by a 1937 
photo showing her applying the Dimpler to a willing recipient. 

Press reports never seemed to mention the price of Gilbert’s Dimpler, and 
there isn’t a sense of how many units of this product were sold. What is 
known is that rather than millions, Mrs. Gilbert made under $12,000 from the 
sale of these permanent Dimplers. 


