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Reopening? How? 
You’ve heard that COVID-19 is like the flu. You’ve heard it’s like 
the common cold. The truth is that it’s unique. Harvard epide-
miologist Marc Lipsitch wrote that “One educated guess is that 
most people will develop some sort of immune response after 
infection, some better than others, and that the protection 

could last about a year. But many questions need to be answered [before we reopen the country].”  

A one-time lockdown will not halt the novel coronavirus as we will not have gained herd immunity. It is assumed that Covid-19 will    
become seasonal with higher transmission rates in colder months, and it will mutate. In the absence a vaccine, repeated periods of   
social distancing may be required to give hospitals the ability to cater to the surge in cases. "By permitting periods of transmission that 
reach higher prevalence, they allow an accelerated acquisition of herd immunity," said Lipsitch. “Conversely, too much social distancing 
can be a bad thing. Under one modeled scenario the social distancing was so effective that virtually no population immunity is built.” 

We would like to be back to normal as soon as possible, however, “there is no normal for the foreseeable future. Until there’s a vaccine, 
the US either needs economically ruinous levels of social distancing, a digital surveillance state of shocking size and scope, or a mass 
testing apparatus of even more shocking size and intrusiveness.  While similar efforts have borne fruit in [many other industrialized na-
tions], the US is a very different country, with a more mistrustful, individualistic culture. Already, polling shows that 70 percent of Repub-
licans, and 46 percent of Democrats, strongly oppose using cellphone data to enforce quarantine orders,” said Ezra Klein of Vox news.  

Nobel Prize winning economist, Paul Romer’s alternative proposal is to have 22 million tests per day — so that the entire country is   
being tested every 14 days, and anyone who tests positive can be quickly quarantined. On one day we reached 230,000 tests, largely by 
repurposing existing labs. To add more, we need to build many more labs, more machines, and train lab technicians at a cost of many 
billions. But even if we readily paid the cost, who would these workers be? How are these 22 million daily tests going to be adminis-
tered? How do we enforce compliance? If you refuse to get tested, are you fined? Jailed? Cut off from government benefits? Who would 
safely see the program through when the scofflaws would be of the greatest chance to infect the lab technicians, police officers, and 
government workers forced to be in contact with them? 

The people who make the most sense would be people with almost no risk of infection – people with immunity due to their having    
already had the virus.  But, they currently make up such a small percentage of the population, under 3%, and even if a good many are 
recently unemployed, most folks who are cleared will want to get back to their prior lives, not take a new job working with unhappy 
scofflaws.  One suggestion is that we would have a compulsory draft from among recovered patients.  We’ve done that in war time, and 
this national emergency seems to call for drastic measures, so, perhaps that is what we’ll be forced to do. 

The Draft Has Been a Surprisingly Effective Government Program 

The Selective Service System was an organization whose dedicated efforts during three operations, 1917-18, 1940-47, and 1948-69, 
registered over 103 million men, inducted 16 million, and stimulated the enlistment of millions more into the National Guard.  Local 
draft board members, appellate boards and various advisory groups all served without compensation; 41,000 patriotic people during 
WWII alone.   

Draft dodgers have become synonymous with the Sixties, despite their making up less 
than 2% of the men who signed draft cards. Part of that can be attributed to the focus on 
them by the media, rock stars, and by Lt. General Lewis B. Hershey, head of Selective Ser-
vice from 1936 to 1970. In his words, “I hate to think of the day my grandchildren will be 
defended by volunteers." Apparently, he didn’t like the people who volunteered, and if 
you showed up willingly, you were as good as a volunteer.  In his Memorandum No. 85, 
Hershey recommended that when a draft card was abandoned or mutilated that regis-
trant should be declared "a delinquent for failure to have the card in his possession" and 
then be reclassified as 1-A, available for service.  Some men publicly burned their draft 
cards, but the Justice Department brought charges against only 50 men, of whom 40 were convicted. The memo was found unconstitu-
tional in 1970 under free speech grounds. We’ve had an all volunteer military since shortly after Hershey retired. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thoughtco.com%2Fregister-for-the-draft-3321313&psig=AOvVaw2Nnpc-iOcKxndZUm8YnXaP&ust=1587309558972000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCK-p2j8ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Will the Foster’s New Freezer, Freeze? 

Hi Club! 

 We have pretty much finished our kitchen remodel (as of Christmas 
2019), but it has taken me a long time to get around to  sending this. 
Betty has always wanted a white kitchen and she now has it. 

We hired someone to install our new Quartz counter tops and Subway 
tile back splash. 

We then replaced our sink, cook top and exhaust hood. 

Then Betty painted all the kitchen cabinets (4 coats: 2 primer coats & 
2 top coats) and I replaced all the hardware and built a few cabinets. 

Here are some before and after shots. 

Jim Foster 

I hope all is well with you and your 
families.  We just replaced all the   
windows in our house last Thursday 
and Saturday.  When you do this you 
have to move everything 3 ft from the 
windows.  We had 28 windows and 3 
sliding doors replaced.  We should 
have the house put back together by 
tomorrow.   

Chuck Grabowski 

New Windows : 

Before 

After 

No word if these men worked on 

Chuck’s project. 

Wanted: 

Wayne Moore still wants to purchase a full-

blooded Siamese cat. Female, spade, 0-2 years 

old preferred.  

If you have been working on a project, or your offspring have achieved some-

thing, or if you’ve been ill, please write me an email, maybe include a photo. Let 
the world know what you’ve been up to besides binge watching soap operas. 
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