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Why is it up to the Community? 
Kayla from Judge Memorial Catholic High School reported 
on April 4, 2020 these insightful statistics: “Researchers say 
that if 90% of people actually stay home, the quarantine will 
be over in 4 weeks. If 80% of people stay home the quaran-
tine will be over in 10 weeks. If 60% of people stay home the 

quarantine isn’t expected to end until 2021. Right now only 50% of people (in her state of Utah) are staying home.”  I spent over an 
hour looking for her source for confirmation without success.  

Charis Chang in the Sydney Chronicle reported on a modeling study by Professor 
Mikhail Prokopenko of the University of Sydney showing that at least 80 per cent 
of Australians would need to quarantine themselves to have any impact on re-
ducing new infections of COVID-19. It simulated the effect of different scenarios 
including the timing of travel restrictions and social distancing measures. 

Prof Prokopenko said there would be a staggering amount of infections without 
restrictions. "It reaches 50 per cent of the population. While 80 per cent of these 
people will not even know they have the virus, statistics indicate about 5 per cent 
would develop severe symptoms and require intensive care. 

Prokopenko said that "social distancing" must be practiced by at least 80 per cent of Australians to bring down cases. Even if 70 per 
cent of people stayed home, infections would still continue to rise. "If there is a half hearted 60 or 70 per cent, it doesn't bring the 
numbers down. Cases still climb up, just slower." He added "70 per cent (social distancing) would be just wasted effort, if you had 
80 per cent, at least we would gain something." 

Recently, I’m reading articles about the United States simply opening up May 1st without limitations or restrictions, and still no 
cure or vaccine. Crazier things have happened, but I can’t imagine that President Trump would say "The world is at war with a hid-
den enemy. WE WILL WIN!" and then just fold up. I can only imagine the country reopening with plans in place for containing new 
outbreaks in a number of ways.  There has got to be government action, perhaps of the type we Americans agreed to back when 
we were in the last “great” war for our democratic way of life. 

Ration Our Time Out of the House so We Each Get Time Free? 

In May 1942, the U.S. Office of Price Administration (OPA) froze prices on practically all   
everyday goods, starting with sugar and coffee. Then, war ration books and tokens were 
issued to each American family, dictating how much gasoline, tires, sugar, meat, silk, shoes, 
nylon and other items any one person could buy.  Across the country 8000 rationing boards 
were created to administer these restrictions.  

Types of rationing included: Uniform Coupon Rationing (sugar is an example) provided equal 
shares of a single commodity to all consumers;  Point Rationing provided equivalent shares 
of commodities by coupons issued for points which could be spent for any combination of 
items in the group (processed foods, meats, fats, cheese); Differential Coupon Rationing 
provided shares of a single product according to varying needs (gasoline, fuel oil); and Cer-

tificate Rationing allowed individuals products only after an application demonstrated need (tires, cars, stoves).  (ameshistory.org) 

During the war, Virginia Watson, served on the local board that decided how many ration stamps a driver would be allotted. “War 
workers,” she noted, “did get extra gas for working in the shipyards.” But the ration board position didn’t give her any special clout. 

“I remember that my husband and I sold our car and walked everywhere,” Watson said. “We had a young daughter and we bought 
a Taylor Tot for her. It was what you call today a stroller. I walked to the store, to the show, to get the baby-sitter. After we went 
out, we walked the baby-sitter home, or my husband did. We walked the wheels off that stroller.” 

People line up at the Ration Board on 

Olive & 6th in LA.  
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A Little Garage Magic! 

Hi Club! 

 Here is what’s happening at my house  
during lockdown 2020.  

I finally got around to installing my Mitchell 
Overdrive. The plan was a day of play for 
the Mitchell and then a week or so tweak-
ing my hydraulic brakes. I would like to find 
a way to put in a Willwood dual remote 
reservoir master cylinder.  As most projects 
go a few issues popped up. 

I pulled the rear end out to find only two surprises--------- so far.  I found my u joint wasn’t even bolted on to the back 
of the transmission.  Luckily no damage to any components with the bolt flopping around in there.  Number two sur-
prise was that my pinion gear looks nasty.  The two nuts that hold it in were only finger tight causing it to mushroom 
the teeth and scrub the hardening off the ring gear. 

The last time the differential was removed from the truck was in the early eighty’s when I broke an axle.  I doubt if I 
checked any of the other components while it was 
apart. Prior to that maybe when my dad restored the 
truck.     

Thanks to John Frazee, Larry Beel and Fred Slikker for 
listening to me wine, complain, and ask questions.  I’m 
waiting on parts now. I wont disassemble the truck till 
they arrive.  That way I wont forget how it goes back 
together. I do take pictures as I go as insurance for my 
lack of memory but sometimes that’s not enough 
help. 

I miss driving my little truck and its only been a few 
days.    

 

Mark Greenlee 

A's  for arthritis; 
B's  the bad back, 
C's  the chest pains,  perhaps  car-d-iac? 
D  is  for dental decay and decline, 
E  is for eyesight, can't read that top  line! 
F  is for fissures and fluid retention, 
G  is for gas which I'd rather not mention. 
H  high blood pressure--I'd rather it low; 
I  for incisions with scars you can show. 
J  is for joints, out of socket, won't  mend, 
K  is for knees that crack when they bend. 
L  's for libido, what happened to sex? 
M  is for memory, I forget what comes 
next. 
N  is neuralgia, in nerves way down low; 
O  is for osteo, bones that don't grow! 

P  for prescriptions, I have quite a 
few,  just  give me 
a pill and I'll be good as new! 
Q  is for queasy, is it fatal or flu? 
R  is for reflux, one meal turns to two. 
S  is  for sleepless nights, counting my 
fears, 
T  is for Tinnitus; bells in my ears! 
U  is for urinary; troubles with flow; 
V  for vertigo, that's 'dizzy,' you know. 
W  for worry, now what's going 'round? 
X is for X ray, and what might be found. 
Y  for another year I'm left here behind, 
Z  is for zest I still have-- in my mind! 
 

 

I’ve survived all the symptoms, my body’s 
deployed, 
and I’m keeping twenty-six doctors        
fully  employed! 

New Alphabet for Us Seniors : 
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