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 Everything is Going Away 
In 2020 people have a difficulty in appreciating lessons 
from history; not with the facts, but with perspective. 
The photo on the left was considered the height of 
medical transport technology back in 1930. Today, 
there would be a helicopter landing at the hospital itself. 
The patient would be connected to monitors and placed 

on a wheeled gurney.  

Back then, Brisbane had a population of 283,000 served by a dirt airport. Today it has a population of 2.3 million, and an 
airport that served almost 23 million passengers in 2016. The 1930 village of Wollongong would have sent critically ill 
patients to Sydney. In 2020, “the Gong” as they’ve nicknamed it, had the Ruby Princess sent there purposefully, to dis-
embark coronavirus patients because the city of 300,000 has a 9 story public hospital complex, a 7 story private hospital, 
a number of local clinics, a university medical school, and the Illawarra Health and Medical Research Institute.   

In 1929, Jules Gonin, received recognition from his peers at the International Ophthalmology Congress for developing 
Ignipuncture, which is basically sticking white hot needles into an eye to cauterize detached retinas and treat astigma-
tisms. Prior to the lecture, other doctors couldn’t imagine the benefits. Since 1996, doctors have performed over 20    
million Laser-Assisted Sub-Epithelial Keratectomy, or LASEK surgeries in the US alone. 

The current research in ophthalmology has an Australian connection: The Universities of Mel-
bourne and New South Wales were the first to develop a bionic eye. It is a silicon chip im-
planted behind the retina that replaces the eye’s damaged or lost photoreceptors. In 2012, 
their first device sported 24 electrodes. By 2016 over 80 vision impaired people were able to 
see light and dark contrasts, read large print books, and navigate an unfamiliar home. The 
best patient’s vision has been reported at 20/1000. By 2016, German, French, and American 
scientists, working on similar devices have produced much better products, the German’s 
having 1500 electrodes.  This is such an amazing advance in only four years, whereas,   
Gonin’s first ignipuncture was performed in 1913, and unsure of its long term effects, he    
didn’t perform his second until 1916. 

Back in May, The Financial Review interviewed Australian, Nobel Prize winning, immunolo-
gist  Peter Doherty through Zoom. Doherty, a self-described curmudgeon who doesn’t give a 
sh!^, said that the world has come a long way: the Spanish flu vaccine took 15 years to develop. But with modern tech-
nology and resources, he believes scientists at Oxford’s Jenner Institute could have a coronavirus vaccine ready by this 
September. Despite how well this advance might look, he also says that this pandemic should be a wake-up call for the 

way we organize our society, "We need to take this as an opportunity to rethink how we live in 
the world, what's of value to us and start to look at what is really important. Buying the latest 
piece of Chinese crap is not important.” Being the last stop in the supply chain can be deadly. 

One thing Doherty thinks is a mistake is losing the means to locally produce what you need to 
protect yourself. My example would be that in 1930, the village chemist (pharmacist) in Wollon-
gong would have been able to mix up dozens of liquids and powders right there in his back 
room.  Today most medicines and personal protective equipment is mass produced in one sin-
gle factory, 15,000 miles away, and shipped overnight using UPS. It’s incredibly profitable for 
the monopoly producing the drug, but what happens when all of the airports are closed, and all 
of the workers in that single factory are quarantined? Can you in the US demand that when that 
happens, the company in Switzerland must share the patented information with their competitor 
in Georgia?  

For all the appearance of pavement, technology, improved methods, and a whole lot of people, an equal number of 
things have disappeared. For some things, it’s easy to say “Good Riddance”, but not all that we’ve gained is good and 
lost bad. Focusing on convenience and profit has led to the rapid production of many good things, but as Doherty says, 
they’re the latest piece of Chinese crap. That focus may have lead to the more rapid spread of COVID-19 and the fact 
that only wealthy people can afford treatment. You can’t solve those problems with an even greater focus on conven-
ience and profit. Convenience and profit would refuse to acknowledge problems,  
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REBUILDING THE 29-31 MODEL A STEERING BOX 
1.   A lot of Model  As have excessive play in the Steer-
ing Wheel making it unpleasant and unsafe to drive. It 
is a little work to rebuild one but you will be amazed 
how much better the Car drives once it is rebuilt and 
adjusted properly.   

2.   The Box must be removed from the Car. Remove 
the Pittman Arm, and Bolts from the frame, and Gas 
Tank Clamp. Remove the Floorboards, Brake, and 
Clutch Pedals. Then the whole Assembly will come out 
through the left Door.  

3.   Remove the Wheel, Column Tube, Steering Shaft 
with Worm, Side Plate, Lower Plate, and Sector Shaft. 
The Bearing Races can be removed with a Punch. The 
lower one requires a   small Punch through the Lower 
Plate Mounting Screw Holes.  

4.   Inspect all Parts for excessive wear. If the Worm 
needs to be replaced it requires a 20 Ton Press. Re-
place Bushings in the Sector Shaft Housing with a Vice 
or Press. It is best to replace  it with one with Needle 
Bearings and a Oil Seal available at most suppliers.   

5.   Replace with U.S. made Parts as Foreign made ones do not work well. 

6.   Measure the Worm and Shaft with a Micrometer for size, The Shaft might require turning down on a Lathe a few 
Thousands to be able to install with a press fit.   

7.   Get a piece of thick Aluminum, and place it on a Concrete Floor. Slam the Worm on the Shaft till it is flush with the 
bottom. It takes a while and "do not miss the Plate" or it will chip the worm,  and ruin it.  

8. Reassemble with new gaskets, and  a accessory  Lower Plate Oil Tube to keep Oil out of the Light Switch. Adjust on 
the Work Bench, and Reinstall Unit.  Happy Driving.  

9. By Jim Broadhead from the March 2020 edition of the Rumbleseat Review, the newsletter of the Wichita A’s 

For Sale: I’m making and selling a small 

number of special club logo masks while 
supplies last.   

They are just $5, so I am imposing a limit of 
one per local member. Telephone or email 
me to reserve yours now.  Thank You. 

 

No Contact Coastal Cruise 
Where: Meet at the upper Sears parking lot at the Carlsbad Mall. 

When: Thursday July 9, 2020 at 9:30 am 

Cruise Departure Time: 10 am 

Sears:  2561 El Camino Real, Carlsbad on the west side of the mall 

Our June Club ‘No Contact’ get together at Peppertree was a lot of 
fun.  Let’s do something like it again.  Greg Wilson has offered to 
head up a July ‘No Contact’ meet up and coastal cruise. It promises 
to be a beautiful day and a good opportunity to get out and about 
before our A’s rust in place.  

Don’t Forget! 
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