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 Is a Generational War Coming? 
If there was a stadium full of people, you’d never know 
what seat 15A, in section 301 would do at any particu-
lar time, but psychologists would know that if there’s 
the sound of a soda can opening and the spray and 
sizzle of carbonation, that a small extra range of people 
would get up and buy a soda.   

The Coronavirus is like that. You’d never know what would happen to any particular patient infected by the virus, but 
now that the numbers of dead are in the hundreds of thousands, there is a pretty good idea of the range of outcomes. 
Statistically, 71% of Covid-19 patients in ICU had at least one underlying health condition Those conditions effect 19.8% 
of people age 18 to 29 and 80.7% people over 80. So its danger is four times higher to the elderly than to young adults. 
For that reason, there might be a greater push among younger people to reopen the state with no restrictions whatsoev-
er, and the older folks might advise at least moderate caution. Will an agreement on social distancing between young 
and old seem like trying to force 100,000 people to all get up and buy a soda at once? Or will it be simply as easy as 
playing the National Anthem and convincing those thirsty few to temporarily deny themselves their soda while they per-
form their patriotic duty? And, if the latter, is there something about the elderly so endearing that young people will deny 
their wants to help them? 

Why Don’t Older Generations and Younger Generations Support Each Other 
“Young people are high-minded because they have not yet been humbled by life, nor have they experienced the force of 
circumstances.. They think they know everything, and are always quite sure about it.” is a quote from Aristotle in about 
330 BC. People use that quote to prove that there has always been a fight between the generations, but that doesn’t 
seem to be true. Almost no one had a teenage student thumb his nose at his wisdom and then, like Aristotle’s student, 
Alexander the Great, go out and upset him by conquering all of the known world before he turned 21. The Bible is filled 
with stories of generational cooperation, forgiveness, sacrifice and support. The world was filled with Abrahams and 
Isaacs, Jephthah and his daughter, the father and his prodigal son. Proverbs 13:22: says “A good man leaves an inher-
itance to his children’s children.” 

Contempt between the generations became more commonplace with the invention of the suburb and the improvements 
in both public transportation and the automobile. These separated work life from home. Between 1900 and 1930 a 
parent’s influence in a child’s job opportunities and social network declined. The Depression further undermined paternal 
authority because men who could not support their families lost prestige and women were more able to find work be-
cause they were more often willing to take menial jobs. The term “teenager” was first used in 1944, and “generation gap” 
wasn’t used until the 1960s. Within sixty years, generational contempt became an expected part of aging. Forty years 
later, “helicopter moms” and parental cheating, as in Lori Loughlin, have become expected as mothers and fathers try to 
regain the influence in their children’s lives. 

Was there an event during Model A Era that turned cooperation to contempt like a light switch? Or was it more a tipping 
point?  Robert Cialdini coined the term Social proof, as a psychological and social phenomenon wherein people copy the 
actions of others in rationalizing or justifying their own behavior. Usually, we copy others because we assume the majori-
ty practice wisdom. In a 2008 study, flyers were placed on bicycles under anti-graffiti signs. When people observed graf-
fiti there, they were more likely to wad and throw the flyers on the ground than 
when there was no graffiti painted there. When a person observed inappropriate 
behavior, they were more likely to behave inappropriately even when the one 
had no reflection on the other. Disorder spreads from one kind of inappropriate 
behavior to other kinds. Social scientists call this the cross norm inhibition ef-
fect. Stephen B. Plank of Johns Hopkins University extended that study to one 
of witnessing rude behavior in school negatively influencing productive teaching 
and learning. Punitive enforcement has little positive effect, but ignoring the 
problems will lead the school in a downward spiral. 

The Model A Era had a portfolio of negative images from organized crime to 
movies before the Hays Code. It also had almost nothing to bring the genera-
tions together, even baseball. Here’s Shibe Park in 1941. They might not have 
had a term to describe them, but “teenagers” were abundant in 1931. 
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The Story of Moe by Jim Ball 

Meet Marilyn and Fred Frick; Great Aunt and Uncle of MA Morrson. Marilyn 
and Fred grew up in, met, married and spent their lives in Silverton, Oregon. 
Like many young men of his generation, Fred served in the military.  However, 
once WWII was over, he and Marilyn never left Silverton.  After the war and for 
the next 30 plus years, Fred worked for the Silverton School District.  And like 
many jobs in small towns, his duties covered everything from a wide range of 
maintenance duties to driving the school buses. 

It was Fred’s love of tinkering in his shop and his love of vintage cars that first 
gave him the bug to restore a Ford Model A.  With the help of his nephew   
Melvin, Fred completed the ‘ground-up’ restoration of a 1931 Ford Model A 
pickup truck. 

Marilyn loved the truck as much as Fred did.  But it didn’t take long before  
Marilyn decided she needed her own vintage car.  So, once again, Fred      
recruited the help of Melvin and so began the ‘ground-up’ restoration of a late 
model 1931 Ford Model A Coupe.  Marilyn’s maiden name was Moe and so it 
seemed only fitting to christen the newly restored coupe ‘Moe’. 

Marilyn and Fred were members of the Silverton T’s, which despite its name 
the club welcomed all vintage T’s, A’s and more. On any given spring, summer 
or fall day you might catch the club caravanning along narrow country roads 
lined with hop fields or bouncing through covered bridges.  It was a sight to 
see. 

After their passing, Marilyn and Fred’s nephew Melvin inherited the truck and 
MA inherited the coupe.  So if you’ve ever noticed and/or wondered why the 
license plate on our couple says M Moe, now you know it is in honor of Marilyn 
“Moe” Frick; Great Aunt of MA Morrison. 

Silverton is about a half an hour N/E of Salem, Oregon.  Silverton is home to 
the Oregon Garden an 80 acre botanical garden.  Silverton is also home to the 
states largest state park, Silver Falls State Park. This 9000 acre park includes 
hiking, biking and horse trails.  But not to be missed is the Trail of Ten Falls.   

From the gardens to the falls, from the hop fields to the vineyards, From 
Homer Davenport Days to covered bridges, Silverton has something for every-
one.  

Another Famous Patent Medicine of the Model A Era 
In January 1887, George Taylor Fulford registered, as a vendor and manufacturer 
of patent medicines, in Ontario, Canada. In 1890, a local McGill-trained physician, 
Dr. William Jackson, sold him the rights to Pink Pills for Pale People for $53.01. 
This patent medicine would make him a millionaire. 

Dr. Williams' Pink Pills for Pale People were marketed in 87 countries worldwide. 
Fulford was an innovative advertiser. He relied heavily on testimonials, submitted 
by customers, of miraculous recoveries. By 1900, he was spending £200,000 
yearly in Britain alone on advertising. Sold in Canada for fifty cents per box, or 

$2.50 for six boxes. Essentially, they were an iron sup-
plement, containing mostly sugar, starch and an iron 
sulphate. He was appointed to the Canadian Senate in 
1900 representing the senatorial division of Brockville, 
Ontario. He served until his death in 1905. 

On October 8, 1905, Fulford was riding in a chauffeured 
open roadster in Newton, Massachusetts with his busi-
ness partner Willis T. Hanson, of Schenectady, N.Y., 
when it slammed into the side of a streetcar while cross-
ing a blind intersection. Fulford died seven days later, at 
age fifty-three. Hanson, was not critically injured, and the 
chauffeur died of head trauma October 11, making     
Fulford the first known Canadian traffic fatality. 

Marilyn, Fred and Bessie Frick 

Fred Frick with his truck 

Silver T’s Club Member Cars 

Gallon House Bridge 

MA Morrison with Moe 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FDr._Williams%2527_Pink_Pills_for_Pale_People&psig=AOvVaw0HK7Gim0CuBJpR2jaiZ5KY&ust=1590902301695000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCQtY7r2ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAQ

