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Local Tour Report
No Contact October Tour to Bates Nut Farm
Our weather for the Saturday tour to Bates Nut Farm was perfection ordered. Members met in the old Sears
parking lot at The Shoppes of Carlsbad at 8:15 a.m. for some early socializing. We had three Model A’s and a
modern, and at 9 a.m. we left to join the group in Escondido at the East Valley Parkway Home Depot parking
lot near the downtown area. We left at 9:30, to arrive at Bates Nut Farm by 10 a.m. We took the not-sotraveled road that went by Lake Wohlford, kind of the back entrance. Beautiful drive! And not too much traffic.
The Thamers joined us along this road, and we came around to the entrance.
My, my – were we surprised! We had heard the main road to Bates was pretty packed and busy, and we
came upon so many cars ready to turn in. This was the day of a contest to enter the best scarecrow, to be
placed in the pumpkin patch and displayed until after Halloween. Even though we thought we’d be on the
early side, we arrived amid HUNDREDS of other visitors and a parking lot that went forever and was totally
full! We all decided that with the current scare of being around so many people, even though masks were
required, it was just too packed. We entered
the parking lot, told the workers collecting the
parking fee we were leaving, and did just that.
We decided then it was late enough for lunch
in a safe restaurant, and we headed down the
mountain towards downtown Escondido thinking we’d decide when we got there. We picked
La Tapatia, a Mexican restaurant we’ve been
to before. Diego Frazee joined us at this point.
We had to wear the masks to arrive and depart, and we ate on the patio. A perfect
choice, and it certainly made up for our lack of
stopping to go walk around the pumpkin fields!
It was a very fun day – even with the change
of plans – and even better to see our friends
and drive the Model A’s. We’re still trying to
figure out November’s tour, so if you have any
ideas, please get them out there!
** Tour
photos Page 4, Next tour plan page 5 **

Not actually Bates Nut Farm, but the most similar photo available

Chuck’s Message
I would like to thank everyone who took the time to fill out and
send in their ballot. Also, thanks to those who sent in their voluntary 2021 dues. The club is still functioning and whenever we
can have regular membership meetings, we will be ready to go.
In the meantime, monthly tours let us get out in our Model A's
with other Model Aer's and have some fun driving down the roads less traveled.
Last month I discussed mechanical vs. hydraulic brakes. This month I will talk
about converting standard Model A shock absorbers to modern oil or gas shock
absorbers.
The only purpose of the shock absorber is to retard the movement of the spring.
They reduce the compression of the spring caused by a bump in the road, and
to greater extent, reduce the amount of spring rebound. It is the spring rebound
that throws the car and occupants skyward when you hit a bump in the road. In
order for the shock to operate fully, it is important that the spring shackles be
free moving and the bushings kept well greased." Les Andrews
When I put my 1930 closed cab pickup together, I had new original Model A
shocks. They quit leaking after a few months and functioned as they were designed to work. The ride was rough, especially with no weight in the back of the
bed. My biggest concern was the tendency to lean to the outside of a turn. If I
had too much speed going into a turn it was really scary. Due to this, I decided
to replace them with modern shock absorbers for a smother, safer ride.
As I researched modern Model A shocks the first thing I found there are two
popular systems available. One uses "oil" shocks and the other uses "gas"
shocks. I did a lot of research on the difference between them and this is what I
found out.
1. One size does not fit all. Both systems are used for an open cab pick up
weighing 2073 lbs. With very little weight on the rear spring and a Town Sedan
weighing 2475 lbs. having weight more even distributed. In an ideal world you
would chose a system of rear and front shocks that matched the weight distribution or the vehicle and the character of the springs. The bottom line is you have
to use the same system on your Model A regardless of the model type.
2. After researching the difference between gas and oil shocks it boils down
to their very different rides.
- Oil shocks will give you the "Lincoln Town Car" soft ride. It will still
want to lean to the outside of the turn.
- Gas shocks will give you a "Sports Car" ride. It will resist the leaning
to one side of the turn. It will smooth out the bumps. You will know that they are
there, but less so.
3. All the regular suppliers of model A parts like Snyder’s and Arizona Model
A only sell the oil shocks. The gas shocks are sold on line by the manufacture.
M.A.C.'s Fabrication
macs-fabrication.com
920-493-6778
Ryan Kaye
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President’s Message, continued.
4. Gas shocks have a reputation for being too stiff. I talked to the manufacture and he said that was originally true, but he changed to a softer
gas shock long ago.
5. Another difference between the two systems is the difficulty of installation. With oil systems, you have drill a single hole in the real cross
member. With gas systems, you don't have to drill any holes, but you
have to enlarge the two holes in rear brake backing plates from 7/16" to
1/2". This takes a drill motor and a series of drill bits. It took less then 10
minutes on each backing plate, but was a lot like drilling holes.
In the instructions for the gas shocks, they say that the bolts they replace
for the upper bracket of rear shocks are difficult due the lack of space and
access. That is a understatement!!! This would not keep me from going to
the gas shocks, but it does take a little determination.
6. The cost of the oil shocks is a little less then the gas shocks, $20 to
$40. Both systems are less then $400.00 with shipping.
Converting to modern shocks is definitely worth the cost and time of installation if you plan to go on tours with your Model A. I can't believe how
much they have improved the of ride of my truck. My advice is, if you like
long tours and are a little aggressive with your driving, then I would go
with gas shocks. If you are more mellow and stick to local tours, then go
with the easier to install and softer ride of the oil shocks.
Chuck Grabowsky

Results of the Mail in Ballot
With two thirds of the ballots returned, and results being close to unanimous, all three of the motions have guaranteed
passage by October 20th,
The treasurer is to pay any necessary bills to keep the club functioning until we can hold a regular, in person meeting;
Postage, Internet, Dues to National organizations, etc.
There will be no dues for 2021, for returning members, although members may chose to donate $20 to strengthen the
hobby. Several members did include voluntary contributions which shall be forwarded to Greg for deposit soon.
The same slate of officers will serve for 2021 as has served for 2020. There was one volunteer, David Frazee, for the
vacant Fashion Director position, but no volunteer for the vacant Short Tour Director position, so we will continue to request for individual tour leaders for the remainder of 2020 and throughout 2021.

MAFCA 2021 National Hub and Spoke Tour
The 2021 National Tour has NOT been cancelled or postponed. The tour committee continues to work and plan for the 2021 Tour believing that the Tour will take place as scheduled,
June 20 through 25, 2021.
As we undergo our preparations, we
are following CDC, the State of New
Hampshire and North Conway Grand
Hotel Guidelines for COVID – 19. Currently the state is open for events like
the Tour but that can change at any
time.
If we are required to change our plans,
we will post information on the MAFCA website and on the Tour
website. We hope everyone will continue to be safe.
The host hotel is the North Conway Grand Hotel, 72 Common
Court, North Conway, NH, 03860 800-055-1452. Code: National
Model A Tour 2021
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LOCAL TOUR PHOTOS
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Events, Ads, &
Local Tours

Craftsmanship Museum Tour
‘No-Vember No-Contact’ Tour
Where: Meet at the Palomar Estates East parking lot.
When: Saturday, November 7, 2020 at 9:30 am

NOVEMBER CALENDAR

Cruise Departure Time: 10 am

4—NO Club Meeting at Palomar Estates due to COVID
Quarantine
7—Tour to the (Miniature) Craftsmanship Museum in
Carlsbad meet at Palomar Estates at 9:30, leave at 10
25—NO Breakfast Meeting due to COVID Quarantine

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Martie Wiedle
Phil Boone
Bob Payne
Karen Beel
Barbara Kruegel
Fred Slikker
Jim Ball
West Leffingwell
Doug Dixon

04 Nov
04 Nov
06 Nov
07 Nov
10 Nov
14 Nov
15 Nov
23 Nov
25 Nov

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Phil & Sandy Boone
Wayne & Martie Wiedle
James & Betty Foster
West & Johannah Leffingwell
Keith & Linda Thamer
Rex & Peggy Bozell
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01
08
21
23
26
30

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

Museum: 3190 Lionshead Ave, Carlsbad, CA 92010
Lunch to be decided by vote after tour
Our friend and member, Dave Belt, heard tales of the crowds at
the October Tour and suggests we visit since they only recently
reopened and folks aren’t yet aware. President Chuck has
agreed to lead this one as the Craftsmanship Museum is always
a fun place to visit.

ERA FASHION TRENDS
Ruth Wyeth Spears
Rose Ruth Wyeth Spears (1895-1990) was said to be the great, great granddaughter of George Wyeth, a signer of the Declaration of Independence from
Virginia, but it turns out that she was only the granddaughter of George Washington Wyeth of Massachucetts who was partially named after that notable man,
who had, in fact, no children at all, as it turns out.
Ruth was raised in the small town of Ottawa, Kansas. At 18 she married fellow
Ottawan, Zarel Cratic Spears, 27, employed at a company that made abrasive
products—sand paper—but soon after their marriage Zarel became associated
with a different sort of paper when he founded the “Spears Syndicate” to distribute homemaking articles for small town newspapers. Ruth became the syndicate’s only writer/illustrator.
The syndicate published articles for nearly
thirty years, mostly on women’s and children’s clothes you could sew, but also toys
you could make, upholstery or curtains. In
a blog post on Ruth Wyeth Spears, there is
an implication that she either contributed to
or copied from popular pattern distributors
of the day. Certainly, the included example
of her instructions looks similar to Butterick
pattern 1828 on the right.
San Pedro News Pilot, Oct. 8, 1927

As the years went by, she collected her
articles together and supported by the J &
P Coats thread company, published and sold many paperback sewing books out of
her home, titled “Sewing Book 1”, “Sewing Book 2”,...you get the idea. To obtain
one, you would send a request and enclose 10 cents or 15 cents in an envelope
addressed to Mrs. Spears, Drawer 10, Bedford Hills, New York. Bedford Hills being a distant suburb of New York City, fifteen miles farther than the upscale Scarsdale or White Plains. She also self-published hardbound books on sewing techniques which do not contain patterns. One is even available as a Kindle edition on
Amazon—although it’s in the public domain on Haithi Trust, so save your money.
Not to be left out, Zarel also collaborated on a book during this time: Berry
and Lincoln, frontier merchants: The store that winked out. Zarel was the great
nephew of Abraham Lincoln’s business partner, William F. Berry, in a store in New
Salem, Illinois. Robert S. Barton, Lincoln biographer and son of prominent Lincoln
biographer William E. Barton contacted him with hopes of finding secrets to Abe’s
life from 1831 to 1837 after which he moved to Springfield. Zarel helped provide
enough for the book to reach 140 pages. One of the anecdotes included was that
Lincoln actually worked as a “licensed bartender” for a time to keep the business
afloat, as it was a tiny, poorly-stocked store, facing stiff competition, in a town with
a population barely over 300 souls. They also offered carry-out meals for stage
passengers for 37 cents, as well as room and board for weary patrons and their
horses. Samuel Scoville provided the famous anecdote that Lincoln once walked
three miles to return six cents he’d overcharged a woman, but Spears didn’t corroborate that story, instead saying that as postmaster Lincoln had the reputation of
walking miles to deliver mail to folks with just a penny stamp on it. According to
Spears, Lincoln replaced postmaster Samuel Hill, whom everybody complained about
because he was a drunk who neglected his
postal duties. As the epithet “What in the
Sam Hill?” has been dated to the 1830s,
and has been attributed to several Sam Hills, (including Sam Hills from the 1850s
and 1880s) this particular “Sam Hill” is a much more likely source.
After Zarel died in 1967, Ruth moved to nearby Bridgeport, Connecticut where
she died very close to her 95th birthday. Childless, no obituary was published
and no biography—other than this one now—was ever written on their lives.

6

The Great Frame Up
Volume 23 Front Bumper Assembly
38. Assemble front bumper assembly to front end of frame
with four bolts, nuts and washers, and tighten.
Front bumpers are different between 28’/29’s and 30’/31’s.
28’/29’s have nearly straight centers with concave curves on
both outsides after the brackets. 30’/31’s are evenly curved
along the entire length of the bumper. I’ve heard one person
claim that the peak is 4 inches higher than the sides, but I
haven’t been able to find authentic Ford specifications for that
curve. As the straightness of the straight centers of 28’/29
bumpers seems a bit in question at fordbarn, possibly influenced by the straightness of the bumper’s brackets, then the
precision of the 4 inch peak, must also be a bit in question. I’ve even read a post in which the theory was
postulated that rather than completely acquiring the correct curve in a 30’/31’, that if it were nearly close
enough, once the bumper is tightened onto the bracket, the bracket would then do the rest of the proper bending. There’s also the theory that Ford designed the brackets to take a nearly straight bumper (I guess while
still red hot?) and put a curve on it when tightened.
Being true adventurers on fordbarn, a volunteer tested that theory with a much less than 4 inch peak, and that
curvature did not result from tightening. (Are you as surprised as I was?) One thing that does seem clear
about bending bumpers, though, is that simply putting them between two blocks and bouncing on them or putting a large amount of weight in the center, is the preferred method of achieving either the straightness or the
curve that you’d want. Do not use a torch to heat it or a hammer to pound on it. In the vast number of cases
when folks make minor adjustments, the chrome on the bumpers does not crack, chip, or flake off.
Speaking of chrome: most restorers now purchase new stainless steel bumpers rather than the more costly
repairing and rechroming of original bumpers, but if you’d like to go that route, in the San Diego area, you’d go
to Escondido Plating at 860 Metcalf Street, 760-743-4148

March 6, 1929—Fire starting from a smoldering cigarette
broke out at the Los Angeles Auto Show at 4:10 p.m. yesterday, and a half hour later the $1,250,000 display at the
corner of Washington and Hill streets, housed in four huge
tents, was a mass of smoking embers, charred wood, blazing rubber, and twisted steel.
The flames originated, according to investigators, in or
near the display of the Monocoupe Company, in the northeast corner of Tent No. 2, just in rear of the offices of the
show, and near the restrooms…..
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Firemen, stationed at the show, made a futile attempt to
halt the blaze with the use of the extinguishers scattered
about the four tents but found themselves powerless in the
first few moments.
Approximately 2500 spectators were in the four tents when
the call of fire was sounded, and there appeared to be no
stampede to reach the exits….
Explosions, as gasoline tanks burst on account of the heat,
and heavy tires ignited, adding hazards to the attempt of
the firemen to move some of the cars from the fire.

November’s Breakfast Club
(Recipe Edition)

BUTTERSCOTCH APPLES
(Mrs. Mary Morton’s Daily Tested Recipe.)
Five apples, two-thirds cup brown sugar, one-half cup
water, three-fourths cup milk, one-half tablespoon cornstarch, one-eighth teaspoon salt, one-half to one tablespoon butter, one-half tablespoon vanilla. Wash apples
and cut Into quarters, pare and core them. Into saucepan put sugar and water and heat When syrup boils
add apples. Cover and boil gently until apples are tender. Remove apples from syrup with skimmer or wire
egg beater and place in sherbet glasses. In another
pan mix milk and cornstarch thoroughly. Stir and cook
until mixture reaches boiling point then add it to syrup
In which apples arc cooked. Boil for few minutes. Add
salt, butter and vanilla. Stir these into mixture, then
pour sauce over apple. Serve hot or cold.
From October 8, 1927 issue of the San Pedro News Pilot,
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