
 

 

THE REFLECTOR 
Newsletter of the Palomar Model A Ford Club 

May, 2020 : Volume 48, Number 5 

Local Tour Report 
People have gotten stir crazy staying isolated, unable to tour, during this time of the COVID-19 quarantine.  Some,     
crazier than others. This is all during a time when gas prices are lower than they have been in years due to the dispute 
between Russia and Saudi Arabia. 
 
This photo of Hart Park was taken back on the morning of March 29th 
and posted on the Orange County Club’s Facebook page. The adminis-
trator who posted it added, “I couldn't let the day pass unnoticed, over-
whelmed by the covid-19 virus. So we drove the Model A to Hart Park 
and had our moment to recall past events and think about the future. I 
come away knowing that we will get through this and continue on with 
our lives. Everyone be well and continue to find ways to keep your spirits 
up and moving forward.” 
 
On April 11th, I took my own tour, from Escondido to Wynola to Mom’s 
Pie House to pick up some pies for Easter. I thought it would be very 
safe because people were reasonable. In Wynola, I actually had a guy 
tell me to remove my mask because it was a hoax. Down in Santa Ysa-
bel I stopped at Dudley’s. It was packed, but most people were at least 
standing at the tape marks on the floor and no one told me to take off my mask. Fur-
ther down in Ramona, I could see little difference from a normal Saturday. Only the 
chain restaurants had seating closed and only a few people were wearing masks. 
My final stop was the Carmel Mountain Ranch Costco. The neighborhood has a 
large Asian minority, and the location is very well run.  Almost everyone was wearing 
masks and the staff who would normally be providing free samples, were all moving 
around spraying disinfectant and cleaning the freezer door handles. People were 
also limited inside the store and directed to keep social distancing by staff.  
 
Which of the people I met you consider reasonable and which ones you consider 
unreasonable seems to depend on your political persuasion these days. What I hope 
that you will consider, then, is not to be “reasonable” but to be “moderate.” I think it 
would be fine to take out our Model A’s, to keep them running, and to provide some 
joy in others when people see and hear them. We could even arrange with each oth-
er to ride the same roads, park in the same parking lots, and buy take out from the 
same restaurants.  When we do though, we should use a moderation of care for oth-
ers in the club, because many folks in San Diego don’t know whether they have 
been infected or not. Passengers on the Diamond Princess have been quarantined 
for 75 days and there remain 55 active cases, 7 of whom are in intensive care. Or 
should I say, 48 of whom, with few if any symptoms, who remain contagious.  Photo by Anidal Rodrigues 
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Chuck’s Message 
After my first year as President of the Palomar Model A Club, I 
was looking forward to one more year.  The club meetings were 
going well.  We had some new members join the club and we 
had a good schedule of long and short tours.  After the Febru-
ary meeting my only concern was that Hunter Steak house 

might not be able to provide enough seating for the Installation dinner in De-
cember.  Then COVID-19 came along and upset the whole world as we know 
it.  Who knew that the term "Shelter In Place" would change everyone's 
life.  When we had to cancel the March meeting, tours, and breakfast meeting it 
became clear that life was going to be different for the foreseeable future.  The 
Palomar Estates East has closed down the Auditorium until the government lets 
them have large group meetings.  Until the government has a high percentage 
of the population tested for the virus this can't happen.  Being realistic this 
would be some time after June. 

     Let's not forget that we are still a club and we can make life just a little bit 
better for our fellow members.  The more we can communicate with each other 
with phone calls, texts, etc. the better our days will be.  If some of the members 
are using this down time to work on projects on their Model As it might be inter-
esting know what they are doing and how are they are progressing.  When I get 
down mentally, I hop in my truck and take a drive down PCH to Torri Pines Glid-
er airport. It's a great drive if you aren't in a hurry.  There are great ocean views 
broken up by the small beach cities.  Except on weekends there is almost no 
traffic.  Do any of you members have a favorite drive you like to take?  Why not 
share your experience with David Frazee so he can put them in his Pandemic 
Press or the Roster. 

As a club I think the best thing we can do help each other to get through this 
time is to communicate with each other.  As for my part I am going to give the 
pros and cons of putting a Brierley aluminum head on my Model A B engine. As 
I Install the 7.0 to 1 aluminum head I will send David progress notes so he can 
publish how the instillation goes.  And how it works out and was it worth it. 

Chuck Grabowsky 

Fashion 
 Tidbit 

Can you name the 
five states with more 
population than   
California in 1930? 
 

Answers on page 5 
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April Treasurer’s Report 
Beginning March 1st balance $ 5,293.28. Receipts $105.00  Dues deposit 3-09-20. new bal. $5,398.28 March expenses 
Judy Burrell Ck 2368 for $183.17 reimbursement for 2020 handbook expenses. P.E.E. Social Club (Club House Dona-
tion) $100.00 Ck 2369 ......April PrintPros invoice of $25.63, David Frazee’s Costco receipt for stamps $54.75. Balance 
as of March 20th $ 5,115.11.  

NOTES; Do to the cancellation of the Orange County Pancake Breakfast no need for the raffle donation of 
$100.00    Correspondence : We received our annual letter from California Car Club Inc. Asking for a donation, I think in 
the past it's been $100.00. I will table this at the moment for guidance from the club.  

Respectfully submitted Treasurer, Greg Wilson  

MAFCA Response to Coronavirus 
As of this writing, it has been two weeks since California Governor Newsom issued 
his order to shelter in place. We are permitted to go to the grocery store and medical 
appointments or pharmacies. That’s about it. And, for many of us in the “more expe-
rienced” life group, for those things we get out of the house more often than younger 
folks might. 

Our MAFCA office in La Habra, California has been closed since the governor’s or-
der was issued. Nonetheless, we are still responding to emails and returning phone 
calls when you leave voice mail messages. If you have an urgent need to contact us, 
we welcome your call. You can find the phone numbers and email addresses of all 
the MAFCA Board members on page 3 of the current issue of The Restorer. If you 
would like one of our staff members to get in touch with you, please call the office at 
562-697-2712 and leave a message. You can reach out by email to the office staff 
by contacting info@mafca.com. 

We are now in April and there are still many folks who have not yet renewed their 
membership for 2020. If you are one of them, please click on MAFCA STORE to re-
new today. We don’t want you to miss out on a single benefit of MAFCA member-
ship. 

With so many Model A tours and gatherings being cancelled due to the medical emergency, this might be a good time to 
rebuild parts you need by doing it somewhere on the inside of your house. Even now the garage is too cold in many parts 
of the country. It is also a good opportunity to study for your judging certifications by using our on-line study guides. For 
vehicle judges you will find the tests at https://mafca.com/v_tests.html. For era fashion judging you will find the tests at 
https://mafca.com/ef_tests.html. 

Finally, we are nearing the date when we will send the new 2020 MAFCA Membership Directory to the printer. Everyone 
who has already ordered a copy will have theirs shipped first. If you have yet to order your copy, please click on MAFCA 
Store. For only $16 per copy plus shipping, you will have the latest information about member contacts. It is an invaluable 
resource when you are touring away from your home location and need to ask for help. 

I wish each of you safety for yourselves and your families in the coming weeks. Take each day of confinement with the 
belief that it will help you remain virus free. I'm excited to think what fun we will have when the touring window has been 
reopened.  
 
All the best, Bill Truesdell 2020 President 
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Fashion Tidbit  
This first photo is identified as Marian Davies in 
the movie The Patsy (1928), but that movie has 
Davies having to jump up and down on the run-
ning board of a 1925 Chevrolet Phaeton to start 
it, not being pulled over. It makes more sense 
as a publicity shot. She isn’t wearing a coat 
from wardrobe, but her own which she also 
wears in a glamour shot. Also, her left hand 
rests on a book of Ford Jokes, so it’s possibly 
publicity to advertise the first Model A’s. 

mailto:iinfo@mafca.com
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_renew=yes
https://mafca.com/v_tests.html
https://mafca.com/ef_tests.html
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?productID=127
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?productID=127
mailto:president@mafca.com


 

 

WHAT’S IN YOUR GARAGE? 
Wayne Wright, who was Linda’s Thamer’s dad, was a member of the Palomar A’s since 1973. He loved the Club, and 
took in tours and held offices over the years. Both he and “Mom” Severine wanted the Thamers to get a Model A and join 
in all the activities. In 1987, they bought them a membership, and so each month the Reflector arrived and the two got 
more and more familiar with the goings-on. Wayne kept asking when they’d take the plunge and get an A, so Keith finally 
told him “if you find a Model A pickup, we’ll buy it.” He went out and found one the next day! Member Bob Lindstrom, 
down in Coronado. was selling his, so the whole family loaded up 
in one car to go take a look. Keith and Linda bought it, of course, 
and that got them started. Wayne was absolutely delighted, and 
they were, too. 

When Linda took on the Publicity Chairman seat of the Palomar 
A’s, a lawyer down in San Diego wanting to sell his 1931 Delivery 
Panel Truck called and wanted to let the Club know about it, in 
hopes that some member might be interested. This guy had bought 
the truck with the intention of parking it in Golden Hills in front of an 
old style restaurant. Golden Hills is kind of a 1930s neighborhood. 
Well, Linda called both Bruce Howe and John Frazee, knowing 
they would love it since they both have Delivery Panels. But they 

said, “No, you buy it!” The couple went down to check it out for the 
Club, and – you guessed it – they bought it. Keith drove it home, 
and Linda followed in their modern. It was quite an exciting drive 
home, because halfway home on the freeway, one wheel decided 
to start shedding lug bolts and nuts every now and then. It was 
“fun” trying to keep it going straight. When they got home, the 
wheel was only held on by two lug nuts. 

Keith said, “I think that car was our favorite; I did quite a bit of work 
on it. I put on new cast iron hubs, CB, turn signals, converted it to 
12 volts, remote start and various other small things. With lots of 
help from other club members, we installed a Mitchell transmission 
and overdrive. I also had help replacing a u-joint that wasn’t func-
tioning quite properly.” 

“Like our President Chuck Grabowsky, in working on his truck, you 
really learn about Model A’s when you start from the ground up! “ 

But time passed, and Linda thought they would like a sedan so 
they could take the grandkids with them on some of the tours; get 
them to know what it’s all about like Wayne and Severine had done 
with them years before. Past members Lee Rautenkrantz and Vicky Penman were selling the 1929 Model A Tudor they 
had meticulously restored, with the help of Remmie Jackson. They went to see it, and as it looked like it just rolled off the 
showroom floor, they were so impressed, they bought it! Linda says, “Our problem is that where we live, we didn’t have 

room for another Model A, so we had to sell the Delivery Panel. It is now happily at home in Alabama – although we’d 
buy it back if we had the opportunity!” 

The Thamers love touring in the Model A. Their very favorite trip is the Central California Regional Group Jamboree trip 
every spring. Keith explains, “The CCRG is terrific in that we usually take two days to drive up, seeing parts of California 
nobody knows still exist (John Frazee is an expert trip planner!), have the very fun meet and enjoy all the time we spend 
with the other ‘touring’ Palomar members. Our goal is to actually drive home from the meet rather than being towed. We 
were quite dismayed when they cancelled this year’s trip to Bakersfield, but whenever they reschedule it, we’ll be on the 
list.” The Orange County Pancake Breakfast and overnight is another tour they enjoy each year. They hope to take in 
more tours now that Keith has the Tudor in good touring shape. 

The Thamers have been outstanding helpers to the club volunteering for several jobs. Linda did a stint as Hospitality 
Chairman, was Publicity Chairman for a number of years, and Keith did two years as Membership Chairman - this job 
now owned by Lisa Frazee. Linda is currently the long time Secretary. Keith says that being part of the Board is actually 
kind of neat as you really get to know the other Board members, learn about plans/tours/activities and have a voice in 
choosing them, and become even better friends with the Palomar A members. “And you don’t need to feel bad to ask 
them to come over and help with various Model A fixes!”  So, he recommends it to anyone with more than a casual inter-
est in the club. 
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Events and Advertisements 

MAY CALENDAR 
6  No Club Meeting—Cancelled 

9  No Tour—Cancelled 

10  Mother’s Day: Phone Calls, Skype, & Zoom 

20  No Breakfast Meeting—Cancelled 
25 Memorial Day: Originally Decoration Day when 
people would decorate the graves of dead veter-
ans. Put out a flag & bring flowers in the house. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
Dustin Larson 04 May 

Greg Wilson 04 May 

Chuck Grabowsky 05 May 

Peggy Hopkins  07 May 

Judy Burrell 08 May 

Richard Allen 09 May 

Arlene Belt 10 May 

Johannah Leffingwell 11 May 

Karyn Frazee 15 May 

Stacie Niemann  21 May 

Jim Foster 21 May 

Roseanne Meyerhoff  22 May 

Brian Treserdern 26 May 

Henry Rivera 28 May 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

Robert & Sheila Saxman 11  May 

Richard Dascomb & Cathy Tylka  12  May 

Doug & Carolyn Armstrong 25 May 

Doug & Linda Dixon 29  May 

A
n

s
w

e
r to

 Q
u

e
s
tio

n
 o

n
 P

a
g
e

 3
: N

e
w

 Y
o

rk
, P

e
n

n
s
y
lv

a
n

ia
, Illin

o
is

, O
h

io
, a

n
d

 T
e

x
a

s
. T

o
d
a

y
, C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 n
o

w
 h

a
s
 a

 la
rg

e
r p

o
p

-

u
la

tio
n
 th

a
n

 P
e
n
n

s
y
lv

a
n

ia
, Illin

o
is

, a
n

d
 O

h
io

 c
o
m

b
in

e
d

. 



 

 

ERA FASHION TRENDS  
 
In 1879, the man on the left, Henry George, published Progress and Poverty which greatly influ-
enced the Populist Movement in the United States.  At the time, the federal government relied al-
most exclusively on tariffs to raise funds. As industrialization moved folks off of the farms and into 
crowded cities, these tariffs, which raised the prices of consumer goods, fell disproportionately 
hard on poor city people, who unlike farmers, couldn’t raise or produce on their own land. George 
saw landowners buy land cheaply, and thanks to the government building infrastructure, securing 
property rights through courts, armies, and records, and the working poor paying rent, these land-
owners were getting incredibly wealthy. He proposed taxes on property, as well as a capital gains 
tax on the sale of real property to reconvey to the government the costs of the improvements, se-
curity, and maintenance they paid for.  
 
In 1894, Congress passed the Wilson-Gorman Tariff Act, which slightly lowered tariffs and included 
a 2% tax on income as well as corporate profits, gifts, and inheritances, taxes on rents, on interest 

income from the sale of personal property and other income from personal property (which includes dividend income). 
But the very next year, the Supreme Court overturned the law in Pollock v. Farmers' Loan & Trust Co. saying that there 
was a technicality in that the Constitution denied the Federal Government the power to levy direct taxes on property and 
therefore had to be apportioned based on the sum to be so raised among the States according to population. That was 
considered impossible as property owners in Arkansas may have to be taxed equally as property owners in New York 
City, so George’s populist ideas were dealt a huge blow.   
 
In his dissent, Justice Brown wrote: “The decision involves nothing less than the surrender of the taxing power to the 
moneyed class.. nullifying, not this law alone, but every similar law that is not based upon an impossible theory of appor-
tionment. Even the specter of socialism is conjured up to frighten Congress from laying taxes upon the people in propor-
tion to their ability to pay.” (Brown is famous for writing the majority opinion in the court’s 1896 segregation case, Plessy 
vs. Ferguson. He also penned Downes vs. Bidwell which removed citizenship rights for Puerto Ricans in 1901.  He was 
not a populist.) 
 
This was not the end, of course, but the end of imposing taxes on those who directly benefit from government works.  In 
1909, Democrats and progressive Republicans proposed the 16th Amendment with the statement that Congress has the 
power to collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment”. It was ratified February 3rd, 
1913 and the federal government designated March 1st, 1913 the first annual Tax Day, or the income tax filing deadline. 
That first tax included a 1% tax on net personal incomes above $3,000, with a 6% surtax on incomes above $500,000.  
Because of World War I, the top rate was increased to 77% on income over $1,000,000,  The average rate for the rich 
however, was just 15%. To give people a chance to better prepare, Tax Day was moved to March 15. Congress lowered 
the top marginal tax rate to 58% in 1922, to 25% in 1925 and finally to 24% in 1929.  Nearly each year of the Harding, 
Coolidge, and Hoover administrations, the national debt was lowered almost a billion dollars falling from 27 billion after 
WWI down to 16 billion in 1930. 

 
In 1930, Kentucky was the first state to pass a 3% sales tax levied exclusively on retailers. It was 
passed over the veto of unpopular governor, Flem D. Sampson. Kentucky still wasn’t able to bal-
ance its budget, though, or even get several grants proposed by FDR because it was unable to 
collect matching funds. The state issued interest-bearing warrants to cover its debts. In 1932, 
those warrants accounted for 40.2% of the state’s income. Knowing they were in trouble, the next 
governor, Ruby Laffoon, proposed a general sales tax in 1932. This resulted in a mob of over 100 
anti-tax protestors storming the Governor’s Mansion, offering his doorman $40 to reveal where 
Laffoon was hiding. Getting no satisfaction, they shoved past the man and demanded to see “the 
women folks,” presumably meaning the governor’s wife and two daughters.  
 
“This is not the governor’s house; it belongs to us because we paid the taxes for it,” the intruders 

announced. The doorman said many of the marauders appeared to be drunk. They demanded “coffee but were told 
there was none prepared.” The raiders spent an hour in the mansion, ate sandwiches they 
brought with them, played the piano, and inspected most of the rooms on the ground floor. 
The legislature so keen on passing a sales tax in 1930, refused to modify that tax in both 
1932 and 1933. By then, ten additional states added sales taxes. 
 
In 1932 the top marginal tax rate of the Federal Income Tax was increased to 63% during 
the Great Depression and steadily increased, reaching 94% in 1944.  Despite this, the fed-
eral debt increased two and a half billion dollars every year through 1940. During World 
War II, Congress introduced payroll withholding and quarterly tax payments and Tax Day 
was eventually moved to April 15 in 1955. 
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The Great Frame Up 
 

Volume 17 Installing an engine 
 

27. Hang engine assembly on overhead conveyor, place in chassis 
and prop in place. Stamp motor number on left side member near 
clutch pedal.  

28. Assemble right and left engine pans to oil pan boss and front 
crossmember with two bolts, nuts and cotter pins.  

29. Touch up with paint wherever necessary. Use quick drying paint.  

 

I had a chat with my Dad last night. Being cooped up without seeing 
each other for eight weeks, he told me a story about brakes. What 
else? This volume is about engines, not brakes, but there is a point 
to including it. The owner was having problems with his parking 

brakes, so he tightened them and they didn’t improve, but they did squeak more. So he removed the drums and noticed 
that the shoe was worn down to nothing in the front, but practically new for the other two-thirds of the shoe.  How could 
they be adjusted so badly? Was it a horribly misshaped shoe? He read over the best books he could find on brakes, 
watched videos, but couldn’t find the answer because nothing in the books or online mentioned a similar problem. 

Dad explained that the problem was a broken spring hidden behind the backing plate. I hadn’t thought of it myself, but of 
course, you hardly use your parking brakes so they aren’t meant to wear. It had to be caused by the shoe constantly  
rubbing against the drum, and that would be caused by them never retracting. Note: the January Reflector discussed 
assembly #19—assembling rear brake drums, but A’s didn’t come with separate emergency brake shoes in early ’28 so 
there wasn’t any spring installed at that assembly instruction. 

The lesson, and the point I wanted to bring up, is that even if you should, say, get a fully  
restored, ready to install Model B Long Block from H and H up in La Crescenta for $5000, 
and like it says to do at this point, “place it in chassis and prop in place,” it would be good to 
have taken an engine apart and put it back together sometimes. Understand Henry’s specific 
tolerances for pistons and valves. How much torque should be applied to each cylinder head 
nut. Be able to see the difference between a poured babbitt and an insert.  Things which I   
myself have no feeling for.  I always have to go back and look them up, along with almost 
everything else about restoration. But, because I’ve been allowed to monkey around and 

bruise my knuckles, when I read about 
something, or hear a story, it’s like a shock of electricity hits me: an 
enjoyable shock. 

Besides, the engine is the point to a Model A—otherwise it is just an 
expensive piece of lawn art you store in your garage—and it’s not 
meant to sputter and smoke and backfire. I haven’t found a book yet 
that can diagnose a problem better than an experienced mechanic. 

Les Andrews, experienced mechanic, answered the question, “After 
installing the new set of piston rings on one cylinder, they didn’t seat 
and provide proper pressure  Will they?”  In other words, the owner 
believed that the rings didn’t make 360 degree continuous contact on 
the face of the cylinder wall.  Would they settle in after hundreds of 
miles?  Les apologized but said it was wishful thinking. To work, the 
new rings should have brought compression up to about 55 LB right 
away. You need to measure the cylinder top, center, and bottom with 
an inside micrometer to find true condition. The cylinder usually wears 
heavy on one side at the top and on the opposite side at the bottom of 
the cylinder. They wear out of round. If they are .010 of an inch over at 
the top and .010 at the bottom it 
usually means you are .020 out of 
round. That's too much for rings to 
take up.  

Ten one thousandths of an inch is 
about the thickness of two sheets 
of paper, so you won’t be able to 
see or feel that problem. You’ll 
need a micrometer or gauge like 
the Ford technician on the left. 

Step 27 shown at 25 seconds in 
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Ford Joke 
A doctor was summoned to  attend 
a family in a rural settlement who 
were all taken sick. The doctor 
declared it to be a case of poison-
ing and asked if they had partaken 
of anything that stood in tin. The 
farmer  replied: "Sure, we were at 
a picnic yesterday and had our 
lunch with us in the Ford."  

http://www.palomarmodelaclub.org/2020JanuaryReflector.pdf
http://www.handhantique.com/modelab/modelab3/modelab3.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-EsusjDltw
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The Palomar A’s,   

Pandemic Press 
Volume 1, No. 6 

Reopening? How? 
You’ve heard that COVID-19 is like the flu. You’ve heard 
it’s like the common cold. The truth is that it’s unique. 
Harvard epidemiologist Marc Lipsitch wrote that “One 
educated guess is that most people will develop some 
sort of immune response after infection, some better than 
others, and that the protection could last about a year. 
But many questions need to be answered [before we reo-
pen the country].”  

A one-time lockdown will not halt the novel coronavirus as we will not have gained herd immunity. It is assumed that Covid-19 
will    become seasonal with higher transmission rates in colder months, and it will mutate. In the absence a vaccine, repeated 
periods of   social distancing may be required to give hospitals the ability to cater to the surge in cases. "By permitting periods 
of transmission that reach higher prevalence, they allow an accelerated acquisition of herd immunity," said Lipsitch. 
“Conversely, too much social distancing can be a bad thing. Under one modeled scenario the social distancing was so effec-
tive that virtually no population immunity is built.” 

We would like to be back to normal as soon as possible, however, “there is no normal for the foreseeable future. Until there’s 
a vaccine, the US either needs economically ruinous levels of social distancing, a digital surveillance state of shocking size 
and scope, or a mass testing apparatus of even more shocking size and intrusiveness.  While similar efforts have borne fruit 
in [many other industrialized nations], the US is a very different country, with a more mistrustful, individualistic culture. Al-
ready, polling shows that 70 percent of Republicans, and 46 percent of Democrats, strongly oppose using cellphone data to 
enforce quarantine orders,” said Ezra Klein of Vox news.  

Nobel Prize winning economist, Paul Romer’s alternative proposal is to have 22 million tests per day — so that the entire 
country is   being tested every 14 days, and anyone who tests positive can be quickly quarantined. On one day we reached 
230,000 tests, largely by repurposing existing labs. To add more, we need to build many more labs, more machines, and train 
lab technicians at a cost of many billions. But even if we readily paid the cost, who would these workers be? How are these 
22 million daily tests going to be administered? How do we enforce compliance? If you refuse to get tested, are you fined? 
Jailed? Cut off from government benefits? Who would safely see the program through when the scofflaws would be of the 
greatest chance to infect the lab technicians, police officers, and government workers forced to be in contact with them? 

The people who make the most sense would be people with almost no risk of infection – people with immunity due to their 
having    already had the virus.  But, they currently make up such a small percentage of the population, under 3%, and even if 
a good many are recently unemployed, most folks who are cleared will want to get back to their prior lives, not take a new job 
working with unhappy scofflaws.  One suggestion is that we would have a compulsory draft from among recovered patients.  
We’ve done that in war time, and this national emergency seems to call for drastic measures, so, perhaps that is what we’ll be 
forced to do. 

The Draft Has Been a Surprisingly Effective Government Program 

The Selective Service System was an organization whose dedicated efforts during three operations, 1917-18, 1940-47, 
and 1948-69, registered over 103 million men, inducted 16 million, and stimulated the enlistment of millions more into the 
National Guard.  Local draft board members, appellate boards and various advisory groups all served without compensa-
tion; 41,000 patriotic people during WWII alone.   

Draft dodgers have become synonymous with the Sixties, despite their making up less than 2% of the men who signed 
draft cards. Part of that can be attributed to the focus on them by the media, rock stars, and by Lt. General Lewis B. Her-
shey, head of Selective Service from 1936 to 1970. In his words, “I hate to think of the day my grandchildren will be de-
fended by volunteers." Apparently, he didn’t like the people who volunteered, 
and if you showed up willingly, you were as good as a volunteer.  In his Memo-
randum No. 85, Hershey recommended that when a draft card was abandoned 
or mutilated that registrant should be declared "a delinquent for failure to have 
the card in his possession" and then be reclassified as 1-A, available for ser-
vice.  Some men publicly burned their draft cards, but the Justice Department 
brought charges against only 50 men, of whom 40 were convicted. The memo 
was found unconstitutional in 1970 under free speech grounds. We’ve had an 
all volunteer military since shortly after Hershey retired. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thoughtco.com%2Fregister-for-the-draft-3321313&psig=AOvVaw2Nnpc-iOcKxndZUm8YnXaP&ust=1587309558972000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCK-p2j8ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Will the Foster’s New Freezer, Freeze? 

Hi Club! 

 We have pretty much finished our kitchen remodel (as of Christ-
mas 2019), but it has taken me a long time to get around 
to  sending this. Betty has always wanted a white kitchen and 
she now has it. 

We hired someone to install our new Quartz counter tops and 
Subway tile back splash. 

We then replaced our sink, cook top and exhaust hood. 

Then Betty painted all the kitchen cabinets (4 coats: 2 primer 
coats & 2 top coats) and I replaced all the hardware and built a 
few cabinets. 

Here are some before and after shots. 

Jim Foster 

I hope all is well with you and 
your families.  We just replaced 
all the   windows in our house 
last Thursday and Satur-
day.  When you do this you 
have to move everything 3 ft 
from the windows.  We had 28 
windows and 3 sliding doors 
replaced.  We should have the 
house put back together by to-
morrow.   

Chuck Grabowski 

New Windows : 

Before 

After 

No word if these men worked on 
Chuck’s project. 

Wanted: 
Wayne Moore still wants to purchase a 
full-blooded Siamese cat. Female, 
spade, 0-2 years old preferred.  

 

If you have been working on a project, or your offspring have achieved 
something, or if you’ve been ill, please write me an email, maybe include a 
photo. Let the world know what you’ve been up to besides binge watching 
soap operas. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSandras-Siamese-Kittens-1723895054499837%2F&psig=AOvVaw3iUVvqfsm-VfZXkUv49ZTg&ust=1587144975513000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjztfq_7egCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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There will be no April Breakfast Club get together and it is unlikely to happen in May, Please check your email near the 20th 

April/May’s Breakfast Club (Recipe Edition) 
“Aunt Sammy,” a character created by the USDA, hit the radio waves in 1926 with informative and engaging talk about 
menus, recipes and other items of household interest. Housewives clamored for her recipes, many of which are included 
in this cookbook.  This and many other period recipes are available thanks to the Henry Ford Museum.  

https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/recipes-and-cookbooks/cookbooks/1930-1940/

