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Newsletter of the Palomar Model A Ford Club 
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Distant Tour Report 
Residents of several Aiken, South Carolina neighborhood retirement homes had something fun to watch be-
sides ground squirrels this Saturday morning thanks to the Aiken MAFCA Chapter. Aiken has a great club for 
spreading the joy of Model As, you might call them a “parade club” because they are involved in so many. So, 
this to contact tour was second nature to the members.  

The Club spent about an hour on the road, offering a drive-by greeting to residents of Shadow Oaks, Pepper 
Hill, Cumberland Village, Windham House and Trinity on Laurens, in that order.  

Watching the procession of Model As at Cumberland Village was George Martin, who moved to Aiken two 
years ago from Lansing, Michigan.  "We used to have a neighborhood football team," he recalled, "and two of 
us were small, like I was, and they'd put us in the rumble seat, on the floor, on our hands and knees, doubled 
up, and then there was three or four guys sitting in the seats, and we rode all over town, to other games, the 
same way." He added, "Those cars, Boy, they bring back a lot of good memories, and they're beautiful ... It's 
neat to have something like that."  

Martin, added, "The people are taking time out from whatever they want to do, to show them and bring them 
to people to see, and that's nice." 

I want to thank the Aiken A’s, and suggest that members stuck at home, you might want to read their newslet-
ter, not just to be jealous of their activities. They’ve got an editor who’s very committed to including technical 
articles.  Check them out.! And Consider attending our “no contact” tour on the 3rd. See page 7 for info. 

Photos and interviews by Bill Bengtson, staff photographer of the Aiken Standard of Aiken, South Carolina 

http://www.aikenas.org/newsletters-2-2019


  

 

 

Chuck’s Message 
I feel very lucky that we had two really good club meetings in 
January and February. I was looking forward to a great 2020 
with fun club meetings and great local and long tours. Well, 
here we are in May, not knowing when our next meeting will be. 
It is obvious that until the vaccine is available to the general 

public, things won't be the same for the Palomar Model A Club. That does not 
mean that we can't function as a Club. Things will just be different. 

I want to complement and thank David Frazee for his work on the Pandemic 
Press and the Newsletter. This club is really lucky to have him as a member. I 
am sure that he would appreciate any stories or news you might have that he 
could include in the Pandemic Press or the Newsletter. There are a couple of 
things we can do as a club that will keep the members involved in the club. Give 
your friends a phone call just to see how things are going for them.  

Jim Ball is working on a way for us to meet somewhere in our model A's and do 
the "social distancing" thing at the same time. You will hear more about this. I 
for one can't wait to get in my A and go see some other guys that are in the 
same exact place I am. 

I think we all have Model A projects that we have put off for when we have time 
to work on them. One thing I have for sure is time! So, somehow, we should be 
able to get together with a friend and get some of our projects done; and deal 
with the "social distancing" in our own ways. 

On another subject, I’m going to describe a project I’m starting. I have always 
been interested in ways to improve the Model A or B engine. Over a year ago, I 
was introduced to a book written by Jim Brierley. The title is 4-bangers! And Me! 
A guide to building your Model A or B Ford for better performance and pleasure, 
with a little bit about me included. If you are interested in improving a Model A 
or B engine, this book is a must read. Jim lives in Temecula and is a really great 
person. I have gone to his house a number of times and learned a lot about the 
Model A and B engines. His Chapter 4 on compression is excellent. If you want 
to increase the performance of a Model A engine, just change the stock com-
pression ratio from 4.2:1 to 6.0:1 with a Snyder Head. My research says that 
one full point of compression can add between 3 and 4 percent more power. 
You can also improve the power by redesigning the compression chamber of 
the head. It is reported that going to a 6.0:1 Snyder head can increase the 
horse power of the A engine from 40 Hp to close to 50 Hp. The increase in Hp 
is just a guess, but it sure is noticeable.  

Last year, after reading Jim's book and talking to him personally, I decided to 
buy his newly designed aluminum head. The head is 7.0:1 and has a different 
compression chamber with the spark plug placed more in the center of the cylin-
der. My B engine has the Snyder head and electronic points in the distributer. 
The engine runs so good I did not want to mess with it by putting the Brierley 
head on it.  

While driving PCH to Torrey Pines Park the exhaust/intake gasket started to 
leak. I got home ok. So, with time on my hands, I decided that if I am going to 
change the exhaust/intake gasket, I might as well put the Brierley head on. 
What could go wrong? John Frazee uses a Brierley head on one of his A's and 
has had good success with it. THIS IS WHERE THE CLUB COMES IN! John 
has given me invaluable advice on the tricks of installing the head. Without his 
help I would be reinventing the process with a whole lot of pain and hassle. 
Thank you, John!! 

If everything goes to hell in a handbasket, I will just go back to the Snyder head. 
I will let you know how it turns out in a future newsletter. 

So, go on and get out there and get those projects done so when we can get 
together again, you will be ready join us. 

Be safe and healthy, Chuck Grabowsky 
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Fashion Tidbit 

An oldish gentleman, passing a 

small boy sitting in a Ford, 

asked if he knew the name of 

his father's car. "Yes," replied 

the boy, ''it's a Rattle-ac."  

https://www.fordbarn.com/forum/showthread.php?p=731124
https://www.fordbarn.com/forum/showthread.php?p=731124
https://www.fordbarn.com/forum/showthread.php?p=731124


  

 

MAFCA President’s Message 
It seems like it has been a long time since we have been able to get out in our Model A’s and 
tour to new and exciting destinations. Actually, it has only been a few weeks. The end will come 
soon and we will be able to gather again to pursue our favorite pastime. 

We have some really great news to share. Bob Kreipke, former Ford Motor Company historian 
and author of many books, including 2020’s The Ford Model A, has agreed to be the Honorary 
Historian for our Model A Ford Club of America. We are delighted to have Bob join our family. 
You can look forward to reading articles from Bob in future issues of The Restorer. His insights 
and life-long interest in Ford products gives him a unique ability to help us all understand more 
about Model A history. Welcome, Bob. His new book is available from the publisher MT Publishing for $39.95.. 

MAFCA has been working diligently on a new book about the Victoria Coupe model of Model A Fords. It is in the final 
stages of preparation and will be ready for ordering by mid- to late-June. It is an updated version of the original compi-
lation of articles from The Restorer and the Victoria Association’s Bustle. The new volume will include a list of Surviving 
Model A Ford 190-A Victoria Coupes and a table of Similarities and Differences for the 400-A, 190-A and the 180-A 
models. Those are the Convertible Sedan, the Victoria, and the Deluxe Phaeton. If you have an interest in Victoria’s, 
this is a book you will want to have in your library. 

I’m pleased to tell you that Chuck Christensen is back from his heart surgery and once again answering your technical 
questions. During his absence, Jim Cannon filled in and we thank Jim for his help. Welcome back Chuck. 

All the best,  

Bill Truesdell 2020 President 

3 & 6 Ton Jacks are Recalled By Harbor Freight 
It appears that Harbor Freight uses various brand names to promote items manufactured by multiple Chi-
nese manufacturers. This is like Costco using the brand name Kirkland although there is no Kirkland Com-
pany and multiple companies produce the cheese, hot sauce, or underwear that has the Kirkland name to it. 

One manufacturer: Jiaxing Golden Rock Tools, produced a bad batch of stands for shipment under Harbor 
Freight’s, Pittsburgh Automotive Brand Label, and HF is recalling not just 
that batch, but ALL batches produced by Jiaxing Golden Rock Tools be-
tween June 2013 and November 2019 because, over time and use, they 
get weak, and when rocked or pushed against, they can collapse. 

This might be all visually identical jacks produced during that time, but I 
haven't found that for sure. The recall says that the jacks they are specif-
ically recalling have item numbers: 56371 or 61196 in the 3-ton version, 
and 61197 in the 6 ton version. Rather than taking ALL jack stands in, 
and being turned away, you might check for item numbers and/or pur-
chase dates.  

Of note is that Harbor Freight continues to sell identical looking jack 
stands under the Pittsburgh Automotive Brand. These are item numbers: 
38846, 69597, 62392 

New Members 

Jim and Sue Gasparo 
209 Lolita  
Encinitas, CA  92024 
Home: 760-436-1849 
Business: 951-443-3033 
Cell: 951-529-9821 
Email: jim.gasparo@cooleyequipment.com 
& jimgasparo@gmail.com 
Anniversary: Jan 30 
Birthdays: Jim Mar 2,  Sue Dec 16 
1930 Coupe, Grey 

MAFCA National Awards Banquet cancelled 

May 14 - In a special meeting of the MAFCA Board of Directors this 

morning it was decided to cancel this year’s National Awards Ban-

quet. Installation of officers will be held in MAFCA’s La Habra office 

instead. 

The reasons for this action include the unknowns surrounding the 

COVID-19 pandemic, risks of air travel, and health of our members. 

Cowtown A’s in Fort Worth have agreed to host the event in 2021. By 

then we all hope this world-wide medical tragedy will be in our rear-

view mirror. 
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https://mtpublishing.com/index.php/default/the-ford-model-a.html
https://www.mafca.com/people/Bill Truesdell 2020.jpg


  

 

WHAT’S IN YOUR (MY) GARAGE? 
By Wayne Wiedle 

I’ve always loved cars (and old cars at that). Here is a picture of me behind the 
steering wheel with my brother in the grass at my parent’s house. Now I own 
ithe house and a 1941 Chevy Special that looks just like my toy car as a kid. 
I’m fulfilling my dreams. I have a few other cars I really enjoy, as well. I pur-
chased my first Model A (1929 Sport Coupe) January 1983 from Antique Auto-
motive in San Diego.   

The same year I joined Palomar A’s, we went on a long tour led by Dave and 
Anne Meyer.  It was a great trip up the California coast. We staying in Santa 
Barbara, Morro Bay, and Solvang among other cities. We enjoyed the Palomar 
family of friends and we were happy the car made it without break downs.  
Others were not as lucky. Loren and Hazel lost a timing gear while going 
through the Gaviota pass near Solvang.  There was a good looking young 
German tourist standing by watching the roadside seminar to change the    
timing gear. She was a big distraction wearing a very sheer see-through outfit.  
Funny what one remembers. 

I was married to Kathy (1st wife) at the time we joined Palomar.  We moved to 
Carlsbad from Ventura for me to work at San Onofre.  My tour days with Palo-
mar were those early years.  Many priorities kept me from being more active in 
the club, later.  I have some really good memories of Palomar.  It feels like a 
family.  I get a smile thinking of the many events, like the trip Richard Allen 
and I made to Sturbridge MA, for the 1988 MAFCA Convention.  A couple of 
"gay blades" with a Model A tried to befriend us giving us a ride in their Model 
A.  Whoop-pee!  All kidding aside, it was a great trip and I hope my old pal 
Richard is hanging in there. 

The trip to Yuma with my kids, Greg and Amy, in the rumble seat was an ad-
venture.  We pulled into Yuma tired and hungry.  A very busy cafe for dinner 
with a surprise.  The waitress came out to ask us if we heard the big crash in 
the kitchen.  It was our order.  Great times. 

It was a hoot with Fred and Sumiko at Fred’s 80th birthday celebration when 
the hired stripper came to perform for him.  He seemed very uncomfortable 
with that one. 

I retired from San Onofre in 2006 on my 60th birthday. We moved to Long 
Beach December 2013.  Our house is across the street from my folks' house, 
the one my folks purchased in 1947. We are also members of Diamond Tread.  
It’s also a good bunch of folks.  I brought my neighbor Bill Paige to the meet-
ing and he joined the club.  I first met Bill when we were in High School.  I’ve 
known him a long time.  He recently sold his drug store (Leo’s) on Catalina 
Island and retired.  He and I went on a local tour in January to a car collection 
in Irvine. 

I love working on all of my cars, when I can.  The ’57 T-Bird is an eye catcher.  
I get a lot of remarks on that one.  We joined the Early Birds a chapter of CTCI 
(Classic Thunderbird Club International).  These guys don’t caravan like the 
Model A’s to the destination, they just meet there.  That’s no fun.  They're a 
good bunch, though, and we’ve enjoyed their company. 

The only car picture you don’t have here is the one of the ’31 Victoria.  The 
body is off the frame and it is in my folks' house garage.  I hope to get this pro-
ject out of retirement and complete the restoration.  The chassis is restored 
and the body needs some minor body work and paint.  When we moved to 
Long Beach, we got the space to work on old cars, but it’s a big task to ready 
the house.  Oh well, it’s a race to complete before I die! 
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ERA FASHION TRENDS  
During Christmas vacation of 1917, Junior College coed, Amelia Earhart, visited her sis-
ter in Toronto. Canada had been fighting in World War I for four years and Earhart felt 
compassion for the returning wounded. After receiving training as a nurse's aide from 
the Red Cross, she began work with the Voluntary Aid Detachment at Spadina Military 
Hospital. Her duties included preparing food in the kitchen for patients with special diets 
and handing out prescribed medication in the hospital's dispensary. When the 1918 
Spanish flu pandemic reached Toronto, Earhart became a patient herself, suffering from 
pneumonia and maxillary sinusitis. She was hospitalized for weeks, and after release 
suffered from pain and pressure around one eye and copious mucus drainage via the 
nostrils and throat. Without antibiotics, she had to have many minor operations to wash 
out the affected maxillary sinus, but these procedures were not successful and Earhart 
suffered from worsening headaches. Her convalescence lasted nearly a year, which she 
spent at her sister's home, this time in Northampton, Massachusetts. She passed the 
time by reading poetry, learning to play the banjo and studying mechanics. Chronic si-
nusitis significantly affected Earhart's flying and activities in later life, and sometimes 
despite her fashionable image, she was forced to wear a bandage on her cheek to cover a small drainage tube. In 1919, 
Earhart enrolled at Columbia University, in a course in medical studies among other programs. She quit a year later to be 
with her parents, who had reunited in California. 

Working at a variety of jobs including photographer, truck driver, and stenographer at the 
local telephone company, she managed to save $1,000 for flying lessons. Earhart had 
her first lesson on January 3, 1921, at Kinner Field near Long Beach. Her teacher was 
Anita "Neta" Snook, a pioneer female aviator who used a surplus Curtiss JN-4 "Canuck" 
for training. Earhart arrived with her father and a singular request: "I want to fly. Will you 
teach me?" In order to reach the airfield, Earhart had to take a bus to the end of the line, 
then walk four miles. That summer, Earhart purchased a secondhand bright yellow Kin-
ner Airster biplane she nicknamed "The Canary". On October 22, 1922, Earhart flew the 
Airster to an altitude of 14,000 feet (4,300 m), setting a world record for female pilots. On May 15, 1923, Earhart became 
the 16th woman in the United States to be issued a pilot's license (#6017) by the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale 

Following her parents' divorce in 1924, she flew her mother in the "Yellow Peril" on a transcontinental trip from California 
with stops throughout the West and even a jaunt up to Banff, Alberta. The meandering tour eventually brought the pair to 
Boston, Massachusetts, where Earhart underwent another sinus operation which was more successful. After recupera-
tion, she returned to Columbia University for several months but was forced to abandon her studies because her mother 
could no longer afford the tuition fees and associated costs. Soon after, she found employment first as a teacher, then as 
a social worker and wrote stories on local pilots. 

After Charles Lindbergh's solo flight across the Atlantic in 1927, the 
publisher, George Palmer Putnam, signed him to tell the story. He 
later promoted the stories of several other stunt pilots. These stories 
excited steel heiress Amy Guest who looked up Putnam to pitch her 
own idea. She wanted to be the first woman to fly (or be flown) across 
the Atlantic Ocean. After deciding that the trip was too perilous for her 
to undertake, she offered to sponsor the project. So, Putnam contact-
ed an old friend, Army officer Hilton H. Railey, to see if he could find a 
young woman flyer with an All-American personality. It was Railey's 
friend, retired Rear Adm. Reginald K. Belknap, who suggested Ear-
hart after reading some of her articles.  While at work one afternoon in 
April 1928, Earhart got a phone call from Railey, who asked her, 
"Would you like to fly the Atlantic?"  

On June 17, 1928, a Fokker trimotor aircraft named "Friendship" took 
off from Newfoundland. Pilot Wilmer L. Stultz, mechanic Louis "Slim" 
Gordon and Amelia Earhart, who kept the flight log, took 20 hours and 
40 minutes to cross the Atlantic. When they landed at Burry Port, 
Wales, with only an hour's fuel left, the world had three new heroes. 
But Stultz and Gordon were far and away eclipsed by Earhart. She 
was the darling of the press, and Putnam's publicity network hyped 
her book on the trip to the limit. 

Since most of the flight was on instruments and Earhart had no train-
ing for this type of flying, she did not pilot the aircraft. When inter-
viewed after landing, she said, "Stultz did all the flying—had to. I was 
just baggage, like a sack of potatoes." She added, "... maybe some-
day I'll try it alone.   
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Immediately after her return to the United States, Earhart undertook an exhausting lecture tour. As the Roaring '20s 
gave way to the Depression '30s, her reputation continued to soar. Trading on her physical resemblance to Lindbergh, 
the press dubbed her "Lady Lindy". Putnam helped her publish a book she authored, titled 20 Hours, 40 Minutes. He 
also encouraged companies to use pictures of her in mass-market endorsements for products including luggage, Lucky 
Strike cigarettes and women's clothing and sportswear. Rather than simply endorsing the products, Earhart actively be-
came involved in the promotions, especially in women's fashions. For a number of years she had sewn her own clothes, 
but the "active living" lines that were sold in 50 stores such as Macy's in metropolitan areas were an expression of a new 
Earhart image. Her concept of simple, natural lines matched with wrinkle-proof, washable materials was sleek, purpose-
ful but feminine. 

Earhart bought a Lockheed 5B Vega in 1930 and called it her "Little Red Bus." 
After a nose-over accident later that year, the fuselage was replaced and 
strengthened to carry extra fuel tanks. Three types of compasses, a drift indica-
tor, and a more powerful engine were also installed. 

Flying on her own, Earhart won award after award, and Putnam guided her like 
the hot property she was, but the publisher decided he wanted to be more than 
her manager. Divorcing his wife, Putnam began to court Earhart. Finally, on the 
sixth proposal, Earhart agreed, and on Feb. 17, 1931, they were married. Earhart 
insisted on a special arrangement. She was willing to let Putnam run the publicity 
part of her life as long as she was free to fly. 

On May 20-21, 1932, flying in her Vega, Earhart became the first wom-
an (and the only person since Charles Lindbergh) to fly nonstop and 
alone across the Atlantic Ocean. She took off from Harbor Grace, New-
foundland and landed 14 hours, 56 minutes hours and 2,026 miles later 
in a pasture near Londonderry, Northern Ireland. With her she had a 
copy of the Telegraph-Journal, given to her by journalist Stuart True-
man to confirm the date of the flight. She had intended to fly to Paris to 
emulate Charles Lindbergh's solo flight five years earlier. Her technical 
advisor for the flight was famed Norwegian American aviator Bernt Bal-
chen, who helped prepare her aircraft. He also played the role of 
"decoy" for the press, saying that he was preparing Earhart's Vega for a 
flight across the North Pole.  

For her success, Earhart received the Distinguished Flying Cross from 
Congress, the Cross of Knight of the Legion of Honor from the French 
Government and the Gold Medal of the National Geographic Society 
presented by President Herbert Hoover. On June 20th, she received a 
day-long tribute by the people of New York. It started in the harbor 
aboard the Macom, the city's yacht for welcoming visiting dignitaries, 
and then proceeded in an open touring car from the Battery for a mas-
sive ticker-tape parade up Broadway to City Hall 

There, before a crowd of some 
5,000 well-wishers, Earhart 
joined Mayor Jimmy “JJ” Walk-
er, and other officials on the 
steps. Walker welcomed the 
aviatrix to the city, and in a 
somewhat tortured attempt at 
humor he spoke of the 
"aeronautical We" now includ-
ing women. He was referring 
to Charles Lindbergh's book 
"We" (The title chosen to in-
clude Lindbergh and the fly 
that accompanied him on the 
Spirit of St. Louis to Paris). 
The Mayor then pinned a gold 
medal to the lapel of Earhart's 
coat, an honor that the City 
reserved for distinguished visi-
tors. The modest pilot thanked 
the Mayor and said her that 
trip was "just a personal ges-
ture." 

 

This 1932 Hudson Essex Terraplane 
was once owned by Amelia Earhart 
was stolen from its storage site in   
Orange, California on Feb 23, 2018. 
Luckily for the owner, the car, valued 
at $500,000 was found abandoned and 
undamaged in the El Sereno neighbor-
hood of Los Angeles on the 26th 
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LOCAL TOUR 
 

For those who are comfortable meeting and 
catching up, lets have a June Club ‘No Contact’ 
Meet Up. 
 
Where: Pepper Tree Frosty 
270 S Santa Fe Ave 
Vista 
 
When: Wednesday June 3, 2020 at 10:30 a.m.   
 
Pepper Tree has plenty of parking and room for 
social distancing.  And they are open for anyone 
interested in purchasing an ice cream or burger. 
It’s possible that all of the tables there are still roped off, so it might be a good idea to bring folding chairs if 
you find sitting on your running boards uncomfortable. 

 
 

 

May 31st is the Deadline to Apply for the Youth Restoration Awards for 2020 

In 1994, Charles Viosca, Board Member of the Model A Ford Club of America 
(MAFCA) felt something needed to be done to help youth who were interested in 
restoring a Model A. Charles felt that the best way to do this was to provide some 
financial support. He brought the idea to the MAFCA’s Board and they supported the 
idea. The MARYA was born. Over the years as the program became widely known, 
more and more youth applied. The program was later endorsed by the Model A Re-
storers Club (MARC) and the program was made available to the youth associated 
with that organization as well. Today, recipients are announced jointly at the national 
conventions of both MAFCA and MARC. The early awards were cash payments, but 
when the program became exempt under IRS Section 501 (C) 3, the awards be-
came gift certificates purchased from Model A parts and services vendors.  

Every eligible applicant receives an award equal to that of the 
other applicants. The award amount for each youth has varied 
over the years based on the donations that had been collected 
in the intervening two-year period. In recent years, the award 
amounts ranged from $1,300 to $2,200. The award is based on 
the amount of funds in the 
checking account on May 
31 of the award year divid-
ed by the number of eligible 
applicant’s subject to a 
$2,200 maximum. The pro-
gram is set up so that a re-
cipient can apply for addi-
tional awards as long as 

they are less than age 22 when the awards are made. 

MAYRA’s program relies on local Model A clubs to seek out and identify 
youth who have an interest in the Model A hobby. It is generally through 
these contacts that youth become aware of the program. The awards are 
in the form of gift certificates purchased from Model A Ford parts and 
services vendors and are made biennially and are announced at the con-
ventions of the Model A Restorers Club and the Model A Ford Club of 
America. In 2018, nine youth each received $2,200 in gift certificates. 

Ford Joke 
A man and his dog went out riding 
one day in a Ford car. When they 
got out in the country aways the car 
broke down and the man, knowing 
no other way to get his car to town, 
hitched his dog to the car and then 
started back. When he arrived in 
town an officer of the humane    
society immediately put him under 
arrest for cruelty to animals. When 
he was arraigned before court for 
trial the judge asked the officer 
what he arrested this man for. The 
officer stepped up and said: This 
man was arrested for "tying tin cans 
to dogs tails."  

https://www.modelarestorationaward.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mafca.com%2Fy_resto_award.html&psig=AOvVaw1kjww6kzbM8mmy32Gl9C5A&ust=1590331334523000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCSp46cyukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


  

 

Events and Advertisements 
 
 

 
JUNE CALENDAR 

3  Club Meeting at Palomar Estates—
Cancelled 

3  ‘No Contact’ Meet Up at the Pepper 
Tree Frosty at 10:30 

17  Breakfast Meeting—Cancelled 

21  Father’s Day 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Judy Giuliano 01 Jun 

Kathy Marion 12 Jun 

Carolyn Armstrong 15 Jun 

Nancy DiTomaso 17 Jun 

Kyle Matthews 22 Jun 

Pam Treserdern 23 Jun 

JoAnn Cordtz 29 Jun 

  

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

Craig & Barbara French 05  Jun 

David & Arlene Belt 06  Jun 

George & Judy Leitner 09  Jun 

Anthony & Donna Lugo 16  Jun 

Joe & Peggy Williams 19  Jun 

Brian & Pam Treserdern 22  Jun 
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The Great Frame Up 
Volume 18 The radius rod ball 

30. Assemble front radius rod ball to engine clutch housing 
with front radius rod ball cap, and two front radius rod ball cap 
bolt sleeves, springs, nuts, bolts, cotter pins and one retaining 
pin and retaining cotter pin. Tighten with hand socket wrench.  

31. Tighten front and rear axle shaft nuts with four cotter pins 
in place.  

Now don’t go expecting me to 
know what to do with these in-
structions! Compare the photo 
from Mac’s Auto Parts on the left 
to the exploded view on the 
right. Notice the missing felt 
piece on the right? The felt actu-
ally goes on the inside of the bell 
housing and is held in place by 
the rod that aligns the bolts the 
assembly attach to. I can find no 
picture of the inside of the bell-
housing, nor video recommen-
dations for keeping them tight. 
Notice that the bolts just seem 
welded up there rather than being inserted through the bottom 

of the bellhousing? Sorry. You might also see that the exploded 
view was borrowed from The Fordbarn, rather than Bratton’s 
2018 Parts Catalog like I get so many of my exploded views 
from, but if you did, you deserve extra credit for that. There’s also 
an assembled view from Mac’s Auto Parts of a specialized re-
placement cap kit to use with a worn ball.  Notice that there are 
no springs included? I did. And look how the cotter pins don’t go 
through the castle nut.  How’s that going to work? 

The ball on the end of the radius rods wears down after many 
miles of bouncing, twisting, and torqueing, despite the fact that 
there is a damp felt piece allowing transmission fluid to keep it 
lubricated, and that the ball is pushed into place by a stiff spring. 
If the ball is worn, or out of round, the car may shimmy, and the 
brakes might not work as well. So there are several fixes for that; 
included here is a metal shim, a rubber ball, and a replacement 

which needs to be welded into place. You might check out the Wichita chapter’s newsletter for February, 
2011, page 9, which has a detailed article on the balls.  

“Purdy Swoft” on Fordbarn says “The original metal to metal design on the radius ball was not one of Fords 
better ideas. Ford changed to the rubber ball cover in 1932 and used it through 1948 until the radius ball type 
front end was discontinued. I've used the replacement rubber ball for over 50 years on all of my Model A's and 
never had a problem. The cupped washer is only a short term patch” 

On the other hand, Lyle Meek on Mafca.com says “The radius ball cap assembly must be correctly positioned 
and correctly installed to provide the correct caster alignment at the front axle (5 degrees). If the radius ball is 
worn or loose in the ball cup, the front end caster cannot be maintained. Likewise, if the ball is held rigid in the 
ball cup, due to incorrect installation, the radius rods will bend or twist when driving on rough roads or hitting a 
pot hole in the road. The radius ball must fit snug to the ball cap but be allowed to flex on the mounting bolt 
springs. The after market rubber ball modification for the radius ball is not advisable. In most cases the front 
caster will be lost with the mod. kit. If the radius ball is loose in the ball cup, a shim can be made from a fender 
washer by using a ball peen hammer to shape the washer to fit the bottom curvature of the ball.” 

There is not torque figure for the radius ball cap nuts, but the axle shaft nuts should be torqued to 90-100 ft 
lbs. before installing the cotter pins 
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http://www.wichitaas.com/newsletters/newsletters/2011/February%202011%20Rumbleseat%20Review.pdf
http://www.wichitaas.com/newsletters/newsletters/2011/February%202011%20Rumbleseat%20Review.pdf
https://www.mafca.com/tqa_c_frontend.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecklers.com%2Fmodel-a-ford-radius-rod-repair-ball-mid-1928-to-1931-usa-made-28-22440-1.html&psig=AOvVaw3Xh2Iy2AgWzLculiHwcqS8&ust=1590363654157000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOiqqbiUy-kCFQA
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The Reflector 
June’s Breakfast Club  
Summer fruits are coming to stores near you, so will you be ready to really enjoy them? With our inability to meet from breakfasts 
or lunches or post-meeting-snacks, I wanted to give you a recipe to feed the entire club.  This is from The Cookbook of the United 
States Navy—1927 

 

Peach Dumplings 
10 pounds of flour 2 pounds sugar 
3 pounds of shortening 3 ounces salt 
1 ounce cinnamon 1 3/4 quarts water 
20 pounds of fresh peaches or 25 pounds  4 ounces baking powder 
of canned peaches, or sufficient to make  
100 dumplings 
 
If fresh peaches are used, peel and remove stones. Sift flour, salt, and paking powder 
into a mixing bowl. Rub shortening through the flour, add cold water, and mix lightly. 
Roll the dough a quarter of an inch thick and cut into squares. Place a peach half in the 
center of each square; a little nutmeg or cinnamon with a little sugar over the center of 
each peach. Fold the ends of the paste over the peach and press them together. Butter 
or grease baking pans and place dumplings on them; cover the bottoms of pans with 
hot water. Bake in a hot oven. Serve hot with milk or sweetened sauce. 


