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Local Tour Report

Only Chuck drove his A on the tour to the Hunter Steak House in Oceanside, but approximately 25 moderns and 50 other members made it to the annual installation lunch and awards ceremony which combined to be both our meeting and
our tour in December. President Chuck gave out quite a few certificates of appreciation to the hard working members of
the club. John Frazee, one of the winners of the 2018 Golden Bird Award, presented the 2019 award to Jim & M.A. Ball
for their outstanding service, mentioning both the interesting and well attended local tours, as well as his initiating breakfast meetings in locally-owned restaurants throughout North County. Keith Thamer was presented with the 2019 Broken
Crank Award and in his acceptance speech he swears that this year he won’t return from a long tour on the back of a
tow truck. In the spirit of Christmas, here’s wishing that no one wins the 2020 Broken Crank Award. Happy Trails All, &
keep up with past and future tours here, on the front page of The Reflector throughout 2020. (More photos on page 6.)

January Local Tour
If you like beer or have an interest in the way craft beer is brewed, we have a special tour in the works for January to
Indian Joe Brewing in Vista. Tentatively scheduled for Saturday January 11th it is a look at one of the hottest new industries to hit San Diego County (perhaps the country) in decades - craft beer. So many craft breweries have popped up in
North County that the 78 freeway is now better known as the Hop Highway! At the time of this writing, final details and
tour confirmation was in the works. So stay tuned and mark your calendars; there’s more to come!!
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Chuck’s Message
I am writing this the day after the club's Instillation Dinner. Last
year at this time I had been elected President of the club. The
internship was brief to say the least. Just giving me the club's
Bylaws gave me some guidelines, but I still did not have a clue
of how everything really worked. I did not have a clue what the
President's job was except to lead the monthly club meetings. It turns out it was
so much more than that.
I knew that I did not have a chance of leading and improving the club without a
group of people who knew how the club worked. Also, I needed a group of people who were relatively new to the club and had new ideas. This combination is
the "BOARD." I was the chairmen of the different committees. So, we started
having monthly board meetings.
I was incredibly lucky that the people who came to the board meetings were just
as interested in making this a better club as I was. This included a number of
members who were not on the board. We kept the board meetings to one hour.
This forced us to follow the agenda I had prepared and get down to business. It
also let us get on with our busy lives.
I had three objectives I wanted to accomplish in 2019. One was to get a different location for our instillation dinner. Greg Wilson, Jim Ball, and I went to a
number of restaurants and came up with the Hunter Steak House. The Management worked with us to make the meeting the success that it was. I enjoyed
my meal and thought the meeting was lots of fun. BUT!! That's my opinion. I
need the membership’s feedback on the meeting. If you liked it, let me
know. More importantly, if there is something you did not like or would like to
see improved, I need to hear it so the next instillation dinner will be better than
the last.
The second objective was for the club to get T-shirts, jackets, and hats with the
club's logo on them. This was accomplished by Ed Simpson, Bruce Howe,
Jeanette Smith, and myself. This is great advertising for the club when we wear
them to events and also makes us a closer club.
The third objective was to make the club meetings more interesting and informative. This is a work in progress. In the coming year, I, myself, will give
some technical talks on the basics of improving and maintaining the Model A. I
will also try to enlist some of the more experienced members to give some of
these talks. Also, I would like to have a Technical Day where a member gets
his hands dirty timing an engine or adjusting breaks with guidance of an experienced member.
I am looking forward to the coming year. I consider this whole experience a
work in progress. We will have a Board Meeting at the end of January. I hope
the vacancies on the board will be filled by then. I welcome the general membership to attend these meetings.
Chuck Grabowsky
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December Minutes
Call To Order: The December 14, 2019, meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club was held at the Hunter Restaurant
in Oceanside. This end of year Christmas Party was called to order after an hour’s social time by President Chuck
Grabowsky at 12:50 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Steve Curry. There were no visitors in attendance. After
the Pledge, lunch was served.
President’s Message: Chuck Grabowsky continued the meeting after our food service with the presentation of Certificates of Appreciation to members who have gone above and beyond in their help with the Palomar Model A Ford Club.
Those members were:
Larry Beel

Jim Gates

Dianne and John Frazee

Bruce Howe

Jim and MA Ball

Linda Thamer

He then presented Certificates to members of the Board:
Greg Wilson

Dianne Frazee

Jim Ball

John Frazee

Jim Gates

Ed Simpson

Ed Simpson

David Frazee

Sheila Saxman

Judy Burrell

Anthony and Donna Lugo
Barbara Kruegel, our Public Relations Board Member, was inadvertently overlooked and will be honored at the January
meeting for a job well done.
Chuck once again told the members we still need three new Board Members to start the new year: Secretary, Tour
Director, and Membership.
Next on the agenda was the presentation of awards. Keith Thamer was presented the Broken Crank Award, specifically
for his troubles with towing on last year’s CCRG meet. He was very lucky to be towed only 195 miles (200 is the max!)
John Frazee presented the Golden Bird Award to Jim and MA Ball. A brick will be ordered for them, to be displayed at
the MAFFI museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Greg Wilson announced that we did need the Club to pay the one bill that had arrived.
David Frazee made a motion to pay Print Pros for the printing of the Reflector. The motion was seconded by Mark
Greenlee and then approved.
Hospitality: The Lugo’s told the group that John and Dianne Frazee will bring refreshments for the January meeting,
along with donations from Lisa Frazee, and Jim and MA Ball.
Raffle: For this meeting, we had a different method for the raffle. Members
wishing to participate brought a wrapped $15 gift, and received a raffle ticket.
The tickets were drawn, and the person holding the ticket number got to go to
the raffle table and choose a gift. This seemed to be a very successful operation, and almost all participated. It was announced that John and Dianne Frazee
will take on the Raffle Chairmen positions for next year. Raffle prizes will either
be purchased, or members could donate a new or very gently used item to be
included in the raffle.
Old Business: Chuck reminded the members that the January meeting will be
held a week late, on Wednesday
January 8th.
Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:00
p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary

3

Era Tidbit
In 1930 California had 135,676 farms.
By 2010 that number had fallen to
77,857. Alaska, Arizona, Hawaii, and
Nevada are the only states with more
farms now than then.

WHAT’S IN YOUR GARAGE?
Mark Greenlee is the proud owner of a late 31 pickup. It’s his favorite
vehicle ever. It was once a parts car his Dad picked up when he was
just a kid, so probably back in the early 70s or so. By the 80s he
and his siblings had purchased their own "modern" cars and were off
to college and the A Bomb sat unused for months at a time.
His dad offered to let him take it with him when he was at SDSU but
he couldn't always keep it off the street in some of the slums he lived
in, so he brought it back to his parent’s house. The truck sat for
years in a make shift lean-to in Escondido.
By this time, Mark was married with two kids and had a seemingly
huge mortgage. His folks decided to sell the truck but gave him first
bid. They agreed on a payment plan to send $100, whenever he
could afford it. Mark says, “I think the first year I sent at most $400
when they sent me the pink slip. That was about 1989.” In hind
sight, it was a big deal for them to make that deal, because they
weren't wealthy, themselves.
The pickup is moderately uncomfortable to drive because it is a tight
fit with Mark being 6'2" with size 13 shoes. Big feet make reaching
the starter and gas and awkward. His knees sometimes hit the steering wheel. His head can hit the roof on a good bump if the seat belt
isn't holding him down tight (the collapsed seat springs help with
that!). Mark’s wife says, “It looks like Mark wears the truck when he’s
in it.” But for Mark, if it’s like clothes, it’s like a worn-out old jacket
that has a hole in it; but he still loves it!
Not that his A hasn’t given him other stories. His dad once took him
and his brother to a wrecking yard in Oakland to get hydraulic brakes
off the wrecks there. They could only find two early backing plates
and two later backing plates that fit the opposite corners of the truck.
His father explained that the wrecking yards were getting scarce for
cars of that vintage. When they were installed, the rear backing
plates were upside down so it was nearly impossible to get a firm
pedal.
Moreover, the truck would sit for long periods of time. so that meant
having to rebuild or replace brake cylinders several times, and if the
shoes were worn like a piece of burnt toast that meant you had to
buy both the early and the later shoes for each axle.
But you don’t have to worry about driving in front of his truck on a
tour, “I recently replaced two of the backing plates so they are all
currently matching years with Clings modified plates on the back,
and a dual remote reservoir master cylinder is on the drawing board
now.”
“I could use a new engine down the road so to speak.” He continued. “For Christmas my wife gave me a Mitchel Overdrive. I'm very
excited about that. I hope to have that in ASAP.”

Era Tidbit
In 1929 there were 23,121,589 automobiles registered in the United States. In 2019 that number
has increased to 281,000,000 registered automobiles. That’s an increase of 12 times more cars
with only 2 and 2/3rds more people. Now there are
1.1 cars for each adult,… more or less.
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LONG TOURS
Big 3 Parts Exchange and Swap Meet at San Diego’s SDCCU Stadium,
February 20, 21st, and 22nd.
To reserve a spot download the registration form at the website:
www.big3partsexchange.com/ and mail it with your check to Big 3, PO
Box 439030, Suite 55, San Ysidro, CA 92143. No dogs allowed except
service animals. Cost is $80 per space, $10 per car parking fee to
shoppers. No non-venders allowed on Thursday. Spaces are sold out
every year.

Orange County Pancake Breakfast, at Hart Park in the City of Orange.
March 28th and 29th, 2020
Overnighters need to make reservations at the Best Western Orange
Plaza, as soon as possible to ensure your room. 1302 W. Chapman
Ave., 714-633-7720 The plan is to meet in the parking lot next to the
“Sears” on the west side of The Shoppes at Carlsbad Mall at 9:00 a.m.
on the 28th for a meandering drive up the coast. Remember folding
chairs, jackets, and cash for the raffle.

CCRG Bakersfield April 16—19th 2020. If you're interested and have
not already made reservations at the host hotel, the Hampton Inn, I suggest you do that right away as it has a very limited number of rooms
available. (661) 321-9424. Because of the small number of people that
can be accommodated on the carrot tour, we plan to sign up for that
now. The other tours can be done on our own at any time. The plan is
to go directly to Bakersfield on Thursday April 16th and return home on
Sunday, but if there is enough interest, we could go up on Wednesday
and do a little exploring on our own before the meet.

MAFCA National Convention in Kerrville, Texas June 21—26, 2020 to
be held at the Y.O. Ranch Resort Hotel—a hotel with antlers in every
room, where else have you been that has that? - It’s not a large hotel,
so you will want to make reservations soon, they do get expensive quite
quickly. (830) 257-4440 There will be multiple bus tours to the Hill
Country Vineyards, and multiple to the River Walk in San Antonio, The
Club may want to coordinate in order to book the same tours.

Ford Fall Fever—Spokane Inland Empire A’s Mafca Sept 24-27, 2020.
Their website is: www.iemodelaclub.org/ and I will post any updates in
the next month’s issue of The Reflector. ### Of Note, the Model T Ford
Club of America will be hosting their 2020 National Tour in Spokane,
hosted by the Inland Empire T’s between July 18 and 23rd at the Northern Quest Resort & Casino 100 N Hayford Rd., Airway Heights, Washington 99001 (877) 871-6772. It would seem the most likely location for
the Model A event as well.
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Annual Awards and Installation Lunch
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Events and Advertisements
Description
Cowl Band 1931 small dents
Stock Hood 30-31
Running Boards (2) 30-31
Steel Fenders (RF,RR,LF)

Price Comments
$10 Small dents
$250
$170
$300 All Need Repair,
LF Has well
Cowl Lights (2)
$50
Front Bumper 60"
$100
Transmission
$500 Good Condition
4 Tires and wheels 19"
$400 Tires Whitewall,
Wheels Black
Front Seat and Back Cushions
$150
Rear Seat and Back Cushions
$150
Windshield Frame S/W
$150
Fender Mount Spare Tire Carrier $25
TOTAL

$2255

Good Deal Price All for

$2000

To Make an Offer, Call Walt Hibbard, 310-371-3008.

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

George Leitner
Steven Currie
Kathy Glendinning
Anthony Lugo
Nancy Peterson
Judy Leitner
Doug Armstrong
Christine Bartman
Jim Leary
Chris Fuller
Kathy Horn
Glen Boodry
Ryoko Woodward
Gerrie Rivera
Janie King
Sheila Saxman
Roger Berchtold
Howard Kruegel
John Giuliano

1-Jan
3-Jan
3-Jan
4-Jan
5-Jan
7-Jan
7-Jan
8-Jan
10-Jan
14-Jan
17-Jan
19-Jan
21-Jan
23-Jan
24-Jan
28-Jan
28-Jan
29-Jan
30-Jan

JANUARY
CALENDAR

8-Jan
Club Meeting at
Palomar Estates 6 p.m., for
Social 7 p.m. for gavel.
11-Jan Tour of Indian Joe
Brewing in Vista.
22-Jan Breakfast at Village
Kitchen and Pie Shoppe,
Carlsbad at 8 a.m.
28-Jan Board Meeting 2 p.m.

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
Stoney & Betty Stonebreaker
23 Jan

Era Tidbit
In 1930 104 farms were listed as existing within the boundary to the
District of Columbia, note the street lamp next to the dairy barn.
Also inside rural DC is the third national park established in the
United States: Rock Creek Park, protected by President Benjamin
Harrison in 1890. In 1933 it
was united with the ring of
preserved Civil War forts,
the Capitol Mall and
Monuments, and the
Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal Park to create the
National Capital Park.
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ERA FASHION TRENDS
Domestic Engineering for 1922 published an article titled “Pleasing Your Best Customer”. It begins with the line “Her
name is Woman.” The article gives the advice to “Keep on the right side of the women and you will keep on the right
side of the ledger” and “Give them something to talk about. Have the women of your community talk for you instead of
against you.” The idea is to make things a spectacle to behold.
Staff, attending to shoppers’ needs, were that spectacle for department stores in the
Model A Era, and it would be how one store would compete against the others. By the
1880s, women working in department stores increased more than in any other job. By the
1890s department store staff were mostly working class and female. In the 1920s, as the
competition for attractive, stylish saleswomen increased, being a sales clerk was one of
the three female occupations available for middle class women. This independent income
had a social price, however, as it began the concept that independent women were disreputable. Independent women, with flashy styles in the 1920s were degraded as flappers. Others were thought of as suffragettes, liberationists, or man-haters, even though
that was not very likely to be true.
One influential lady of the time, who started as a sales clerk in Macy’s millinery department, was Lilly Daché. She definitely dressed the flappers in flashy styles and gave her
customers something to talk about. After Macy’s Daché bought and designed her own
hat store in an eight story building with circular sales rooms. Described as a homely child
with a thin face, strong facial features, green eyes, straight red hair framing her face, and
eccentric habits. Those habits included conducting business from her bed, dictating letters and interviewing employees while wrapped in a leopard-skin rug lined with shockingpink felt, or sometimes from the modest depths of a neck-high bubble-bath.
Daché's hats were among the most outrageous available. She was who stacked Carmen
Miranda's towering turbans with birds and fruit, and yet more birds, and more fruit. Still,
that was, at the time, a sign of eminent practicality. Ladies, especially during the DepresThe perfect Daché hat includes
sion, could not afford new wardrobes, but they could afford a new hat to update an old
outfit, and if they couldn’t afford a new hat, they could add a ribbon, a feather, or a paper both a feather and a veil.
flower to an old hat. Diann Eason on the MAFCA Era Fashions Committee posted an
article on Daché titled Cloche Hats with Flair and Style with several pictures and recommendations for how a Daché or a Carolyn Reboux designed hat can be altered to better suit the wearer and the season.
New Yorker’s fashion editor Lois Long wrote, “Any woman who has faultless taste, a
reasonable amount of time to spend on her shopping, and a good figure, can dress,
and dress very well, for a ridiculously small amount of money. If you have taste, you
can tell where to remove or to add an ornament, where to take in a dress or let it out ..
and thereby avoid looking like the little girls that pour out into Forty-second Street at the
lunch hour…Some of the best women I know, haunt Stewart’s, where they occasionally
find an evening dress costing less than fifty dollars that can be made, with little effort, to
look like one costing three times that amount; they journey to the economy floor of
Russek’s; to Adevon’s; and to the cheap dress departments of Macy’s or Gimbel’s or
Saks-Herald Square.”
The era was a time of wild parties and extravagance, but rather than intending to show
off their liberation and carefree craziness, most women dressed for comfort, beauty,
and as economically as they could devise it. With pre-made clothes or dresses “off the
rack” department stores catered to more practical women; especially women who wanted to look attractive for men, not suffragettes.
Another modern misconception can be traced back to department stores as well.
Women in the early decades of the 20th Century, who would go downtown unaccompanied might need a place to relieve themselves. Not having friends’ homes at which to
Ladies room in San Francisco make a call, they might stop in department stores because they would provide not only
Macy’s
toilet stalls, but rooms with couches and tables in which a lady could remove layers of
uncomfortable clothing without witnesses and “rest” thus “rest rooms” But, with these
women, taking so much time inside compared to their male counterparts, they could get reputations for being gossips
and or shopaholics. Movies, mostly written, produced, and directed by men, might foster these ideas, without appreciating that department stores frequently had nice restaurants, hair salons, and restrooms that even served tea, as marketing ploys. Restrooms could also be hideaways for a breastfeeding mother. None of which a scriptwriter ever included.
So, people might look at the ladies of the era as crazy as eccentric fashion designers, but that was not the case for the
customers, nor actually for many fashion designers, The customers were mostly trying to be practical and the designers
were trying to please their best customer, a woman, and to make her experience something to behold.
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The Great Frame Up
Volume 13 Continue working on the brakes
18. Assemble brake pedal equalizer shaft rod assembly to
left hand brake cross shaft assembly with cadmium pin
and cotter pin.
19. Assemble right and left rear brake shoe and housing
assembly with two rear brake grease baffle assemblies.
Tighten all nuts.
As an important
reminder: these
instructions follow the actual assembly of the first Model A
Fords through the Rouge Plant in October 1927, found
online at http://jmodela.coffeecup.com/assembly.html.
Eighty percent of Model As—so most likely yours– won’t
The lower left is the brake equalizer beam
have some of these same parts-like the three part brake
cross shafts with pedal equalizers, as in this month’s instructions. Furthermore, these steps, engineered for a large assembly line probably will not be your preferred assembly plan, even if you are
doing a frame up restoration and have all of the parts already purchased or restored and ready to go.
For example, If you’ve followed volumes 1 through 12 (steps 1 through 17),
you have already installed your battery, but it’s more than likely that in your
assembly, you would have skipped installing the battery until much later
rather than install it between installing the front and the rear brake shoes.
Something you probably didn’t know, early Model A’s are equipped with four
drum brakes, which can be operated by either the foot pedal or the grip-lever,
hand brake mounted on the left side of the floor, but they did not have separate shoes for the emergency brakes. From June 1928 through December
1928, they mounted the grip-levered handle in front of the gear shift, a boot
reinforcement plate to hold the rubber boot down, and most importantly separate rear brake shoes for the service brake. Then from December 1928
through June of 1929 the handle switches to a push button mounted in front
of the shifter, and after that until the end of production, it is moved to the right
Left side mounted hand
side of the gear shift.
brake

Resources
Early brake questions answered: https://
fordbarn.com/forum/showthread.php?t=37967

Ford Joke
The Standard Speedometer Company published a book
titled Ford Jokes back in 1915. I plan to publish at least one
per month in 2020. You can see then entire book at https://
www.slideshare.net/TTC_Media/book-of-ford-jokes

A gentleman drove up to his friend's house in a large
machine. He got out and ran up the steps when suddenly on
the dark porch he stumbled over a baby carriage. "Wow," he The brake grease baffle is in red. Click on picture to get to the
cried, "this is a fine place for Henry to keep his Ford."
list of parts identified.
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Breakfast Club Meeting
January’s breakfast club get together will be on Wednesday
January 22nd, 8am at the Village Kitchen and Pie Shoppe
950 Tamarack Ave
Carlsbad

MAFCA's 2020 Leaders

MAFCA's Board of Directors for 2020
President: Bill Truesdell V. President: David White
Secretary: Kay Lee Treasurer: David Libbey
Advertising: Dan Foulk Chapters: Tom Jeans
Membership: Mike Kelly Publications: Doug Linden
Technical: Chuck Christensen
Committee Chairs
JSC: Tom Rut EFC: Diann Eason
The Restorers Class: Don Bader
Now you can join, rejoin, or give a gift membership
online, with your credit card at MAFCA.com.
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