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Local Tour Report 
North County Beach Tour 

The Palomar Model A’ers - July’s tour was the perfect one to 
get back in the swing of touring with us! It was just a couple 
hours, all local and close, ideal to give your car an easy run 
with the added benefit of socializing with club members. 

We met up with Tour Leader Greg Wilson at the Plaza Camino 
Real (oops, there’s a new name I don’t have down yet) at 9:30 
Thursday morning. We had 11 Model A’s and two moderns with 
19 members joining in to enjoy the day. We got to do a bit of 
catching up and seeing how everyone was weathering this 
weird COVID time. We all wore masks – and everyone did the 
social distancing – but we ALL agreed we’d be delighted when 
this whole craziness is over and we can get back to real life.  

We noticed John, Dianne, and Lisa had some great Model A fabric facemasks, which Dianne told me David Frazee had 
crafted himself. He has them for sale if you are interested. We left the mall and drove up North Coast Highway with not 
too much traffic. Good to see all the activity going on, and it seemed about half of the people out were wearing masks.  

We drove into the Oceanside Harbor and pulled over so everyone could line up again and continued on to the Jolly Rog-
er parking lot to again link up. That end of the harbor was less busy. It was so pretty seeing all the sailboats! We even 
got to see sea lions lounging on various docks. All the sailboats were so scenic just bobbing in the water – made you 
want a boat ride! We continued on, around the harbor and down Pacific Street, going past the pier (now open), and then 
down along the coast. This area was very busy. Beautiful drive and day! 

We came into Carlsbad and drove past the Army/Navy Acade-
my, where we were going to end the tour. Greg researched and 
found that parking would be very hard with all the beach goers 
parking in the area at this time, so we continued down Coast 
Highway to Palomar Airport Road. Great to drive right by the 
beach and see the waves and water! 

We then drove by the Carlsbad Auto Park to give an impromptu 
parade to the Ford dealer, and on to Holiday Park in Carlsbad. 
Some stayed to have a picnic lunch, but several had dropped 
off as we came down the coast. But either way, it was wonder-
ful to get out and get our cars on the road for just a bit! 

Linda Thamer 
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Chuck’s Message 
Back in February the word “pandemic” was not in my vocabu-
lary. I was aware of some of the plagues that had occurred in 
the past. In February and March I had no idea what was in 
store for the world population. On a personal level, I thought by 
June or July that we would have a hand on how this pandemic 

would work out, so we could start planning for the end of the year and by Octo-
ber, everything would be set up.  BOY WAS I WRONG! 

As time goes by, we learn more and more about how little we know about this 
virus.  Except that it is very contagious and very deadly to senior citizens. I don’t 
know how we can have a meeting until there is an effective vaccine available to 
the general public.  After reading the pandemic articles in the June and July Sci-
entific American magazine, I doubt it will be available before March or even 
June of next year.  I hope that I am wrong, but the science is not encouraging. 

After reading the Chapter News in the July/August issue of The Restorer, I am 
aware that all of the clubs across the country are in the same boat. Like us, they 
are having informal tours and members are working on their Model A’s. I would 
like to thank Barbara Kruegel for doing a great job sending the club’s activities 
to the Restorer. 

Greg Wilson and Jim Ball have set up the last two tours and they are planning a 
tour for next month. They would appreciate any ideas you might have for a tour. 
It was great getting out with the other Model A’s. 

For the next couple months, we can help each other work on our A’s and get 
together on the tours. By September, I hope to have a board meeting of some 
sort with any members who can contribute ideas how we can keep the club 
functioning in this very different time. How this meeting would be organized in 
open to suggestions. By Zoom? By just informal “social distancing?” Help me 
out with this. 

Chuck Grabowsky   

Dear Model A Supporters, 

This year we planned to celebrate our Tenth Annual Model A Day reunion at 
The Gilmore.  However, due to the continuing and unabated impact of the 
COVID-19 virus, the MAFFI Trustees have concluded that we must cancel the 
September 18th-19th, 2020 event. After much evaluation and conversation, it 
was determined that attempting to have a safe and comprehensive event with 
meeting seminars, swap meet merchandise and exhibits showcasing our Model 
A’s presents too great a risk to our hobbyists this year. 

Thank you for your support of The Model A Museum and for your past participa-
tion at our annual event.  We plan to have Model A Day new year (2021), and 
will carry over our First Responders Vehicle Theme. We will provide further in-
formation regarding The Foundation’s 2020 Annual Meeting and induction of 
Hall of Fame candidates as we get closer to September. 

With Best Regards, John W. Begg, President, Model A Ford Foundation, Inc. 
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August Local Tour 
Three Stop Rally Planned 

Where: Meet at Palomar Es-
tates Clubhouse . 

When: Thursday August 6, 2020 
at 9:00 am 

Cruise Departure Time: 9:30 am 

Second Stop: Double Peak Park  
900 Double Peak Drive 
San Marcos 

Rugged, 200-acre park featuring 
a play area & hiking trails that is 
located on the highest peak in 
the area, with views reaching 
from the mountains to the 
ocean. It’s high enough up, it’ll 
be a hike for our cars as well. 

 

Third Stop: The Olivenhain 
Meeting Hall. The Meeting Hall 
is located at 423 Rancho Santa 
Fe Rd. The wood frame building 
was constructed from 1894 to 
1895. Early dances attracted 
people from miles around. Most 
between 1895 and 1910. The 
exact number of dances at the 
hall is unknown, but there were 
enough to wear out two dance 
floors. 
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For Sale: a small number of special 
club logo masks while supplies last. It 
will be something as a keep sake to 
remember 2020… Fondly? 

Just $5, but limit one per local mem-
ber. (Sorry, I don’t plan to mail them) 
email or phone me to reserve one  

Ford Joke 
George, upon entering a large garage, said he 
could tell the make of any car blindfolded if 
they would run the motor. The proprietor said 
they would try him. The first he guessed was a 
Buick, which was right, the second a Packard, 
that was right; the third a Peerless, that was 

right; and just 
then someone 
in the wash 
room tripped 
the water in 
the sink and 
he said,  “By 
golly that's a 
Ford.” 
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Events and Advertisements 

AUGUST CALENDAR 

5  No Club Meeting—Cancelled 
6  Double Peak Rally, meet at Palomar Estates 
at 9 a.m., depart at 9:30. 
25 National Banana Split Day 
29 MAFCA Board of Director’s Mtg. in La Habra 
8 am. 
Sept. 2  75th Anniversary VJ Day 
Sept. 12, Santa Maria A’s All Ford Car Show in 
Old Town Orcutt  

AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 
Joe Williams 04 Aug 
Richard Dascomb 04 Aug 
Debra Haynes Kruegel 06 Aug 
John Wayne 12 Aug 
Rex Bozell 14 Aug 
Judy Solansky Leary 20 Aug 
Carla Hibbard 21 Aug 
Lisa Larson 22 Aug 
Pete Peterson 23 Aug 
Jim Kruegel 25 Aug 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peggy Bozell 28 Aug 
Serieta Harrell 29 Aug 
Jack Perkins 30 Aug 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Chuck & Nedra Grabowsky 28  Aug  



  

 

RESTORATION UPHOLSTERY  
I wanted to update everyone with what I could find about what’s 
happened since the Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Filing of Lebaron 
Bonney.  Here’s a quote from court documents: 

“11/15/2019 Notice of Intended Private Sale RE: [41] Motion filed 
by Trustee Joseph G. Butler Authorizing Sale of Personal Proper-
ty to SMS Auto Fabrics (LeBaron Bonney, Hampton Coach & EZ 
Boy Product Lines and Additional Personal Property) Free and 
Clear of Liens under Section 363(f). Hearing Scheduled for 
12/10/2019 at 10:00 AM at Boston Courtroom 2, 12th Floor, 5 Post Office Square, Boston, MA 02109. Objec-
tions/Higher Offers due by 12/2/2019 at 04:30 PM.” 

However, there was a counteroffer filed by Creditor Eckler Indus-
tries for the patterns and inventory. I have not been able to find 
out whether the sale to SMS was ever finalized.   

Of the two companies, Eckler Industries is far more often highly 
recommended by its customers. It appears, as of July, 2020, that 
Eckler’s offer was the successful one. Both companies show uncut 
fabric for sale suitable for Model A’s, however, Eckler’s includes 
prices – Brown Mohair Plush to replace my seats is $75.95 per 54” 
wide, yard. Eckler also provides kits for many modern car models, 
but not Model A Fords, not 58 Chevy pickups, and not 68 Mus-
tangs hardtops. If you search for Headline for a 1968 Mustang, 
your first result might be fore a 1963 Ford Galaxie 500… Good 
luck getting that to fit if you accidentally buy that. 

The historic alternative to buying plane fabric or buying a Lebaron Bonney kit was to buy a Cartouche brand 
kit.  Eckler actually sells those as well as Mack’s and many other sources. So, I don’t know if you buy from 
Eckler, are you getting Cartouche fabric quality or Lebaron Bonney fabric quality.  The Fordbarn website re-
ceived the following two testimonials on the question: Has Anyone Installed Cartouche Seat Covers?  

“I used Cartouche in my 30 PU. It's serviceable for a driver, which is what my truck is, though the spring action 
wore through in the lower driver's corner of the seat in less than a year. That could have been an error on my 
part in installation, but the material overall is pretty thin. A roadster installation would probably be similar, so I 
don't think it would be difficult for you. My seat covers are held on with hog rings. Cartouche (and L-B as well) 
provide good instructions and the special pliers and rings and other stuff you need. I'd say go for it.” 

“I put a Cartouche mohair kit in my 30 tudor about 5 years ago. It went in nice with no problems and looks 
great. My car is more of a tow queen and only gets driven occasionally on a nice Saturday or Sunday. The 
driver’s seat has developed wear marks from sitting and the driver’s door panel, where my knee rests against 
it, has also developed wear marks and discoloration of the material. I agree with some of the above posts that 
it is cheap material. The price was right at the time, but next time i would never buy their kits again. It’s Lebar-
on Bonney for me from now on.” 

By now, you may be asking yourself whether 
the current Navajo blanket you’re using to 
cover your seat springs isn’t too bad, but if 
you can find high quality material, it’s not a 
total impossibility. The Sailrite Sewing Ma-
chine Company provides a very good video 
on how to take thick upholstery material and 
turn it into seat material. Then there’s a 
Youtube channel that provides all sorts of up-
holstery tips for Model A’s and Model T’s: 
Classtique Upholstery, except those videos 
show you how to install already sewn uphol-
stery fabrics.  They would be more useful if 
you bought a pre-sewn kit. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CamnznmHZDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CamnznmHZDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAFLeWs1g9U&list=PLE8PtVgokSbwCsomE0J2BVv6I6p4XHIPu
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehogring.com%2F2016%2F05%2F16%2Flebaron-bonneys-oldest-and-coolest-employee%2F&psig=AOvVaw0EnkYoFfhXXKrQ83dDl-YW&ust=1595630881721000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKjo5bu65OoCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB


  

 

ERA FASHION TRENDS  
History of Foster Grants:  

“91 Years ago, Sam Foster made a critical health accessory accessible and affordable to people throughout 
the United States,” said Gina Lazaro, Chief Marketing Officer at FGX International. “Before that first sale of 10 
cent Foster Grant sunglasses, protection from the sun’s harmful UVA/UVB rays was limited only to those who 

could afford custom made sunglasses.” 

In 1929 Foster and Grant sold a half-interest in their 
firm to Goody Products, a New Jersey manufacturer 
of hair ornaments and accessories. That year, Fos-
ter Grant began selling sunglasses at the Wool-
worth's store on the famous Boardwalk of Atlantic 
City. Foster Grant was able to produce sunglasses 
cheaply at its Leominster plant. Although it dis-
played the dark glasses with other medical aides at 
Woolworth's, these were the first sunglasses sold as 
an over-the-counter consumer item. Previously, 
people wanting sunglasses had to have them made 
to order by an optometrist. Bank tellers and bookies, 
being poor, would wear opaque green visors to help 
protect their eyes from the incandescent lights of the 
time. 

The    
Foster Grant Company was founded in 1919 in Leominster, Mass., 
by Sam Foster and Bill Grant. The two men went into business to-
gether to manufacture women's hair accessories out of Bakelite 
and celluloid plastic. The dank and drafty original Foster Grant fac-
tory was housed in a former laundry and sported very modest ma-
chinery. Sam Foster had emigrated from Austria as a teenager and 
had worked in factories instead of attending high school and yet he 
made a pretty good product. Foster designed decorative flowers 
whose petals were cut from sheets of plastic and melted into 
shape. It was intricate work that required skill in construction and 
craftsmanship. The company did well at first, but then ran into trou-
ble in the mid-1920s when women's hair styles changed from long 
to short. The company was in luck when Jack Goodman of Goody 
Products offered them the chance to produce plastic dice for Atlan-
tic City casinos. 

The production of sun glasses may have been a little ahead of its 
time in the late 1920s, and it took a while before the company had 
a viable product. In 1931, Foster Grant purchased the first plastics 
injection molding machine to be imported from Europe, however 
the machine arrived in non-working condition. Grant and a team of 
experts worked for several years to make the machine functional 
and reliable, allowing those 10 cent sunglasses to become profita-

ble. By 1938, the company owned 
more than 100 injection molding 
presses, and it made barrettes, curl-
ers, and combs as well as sunglass-
es.  Leominster eventually became a 
plastics manufacturing mecca, and 
now holds the National Plastics Cen-
ter and Museum.  

 

Popular Science, Sept. 1925 
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THE INVISIBLE MAN 
In H.G. Well’s 1897 novel, 
The Invisible Man, in order 
to cover “extraordinarily hol-
low eye sockets”, Griffin 
uses eye glasses with blue 
glass lenses. Blue was the 
preferred color in the late 
19th Century, whereas 
green had been preferred 
by accountants and telegra-
phers, for eye protection for many years prior to that; picture 
little guys in visors counting money, or glass shades over 
banker’s lamps. For the 1933 movie, Claude Rains wears 
either these wire-rimmed glasses with gray or “smoked” 
lenses, or a pair of goggles tightly strapped to his bandaged 
head. Ophthalmologists studied the effects of different colors 
worn long term, and grey was found to be best. 

Ford Joke 

A traveling salesman having 
but three minutes to catch 
his train, stuck his head out 
of the Ford Jitney Bus and 
shouted, "Can't you go any 
faster?"  

“I can," said the driver, “but I 
have to stay with the car”  



  

 

The Great Frame Up 
 

Volume 20 Shock Absorber Link Tubes  
 
33. Assemble four shock absorber link tubes to shock ab-
sorber assembly and connect with four filler plugs, lubri-
cator fittings, cotter pins, spring spacers, grease retain-
ers, grease retainer cups and plugs, and tighten.  
 
As you can see by the exploded view of the shock ab-
sorber link tube, there are a hole lot of parts, none of 
which can be forgotten, but in reading about people’s 
problems and preferences, it appears that many Model 
A’s are being driven without shocks at all. When it’s sug-

gested that to purchase a set of fine reproduction shocks, might cost $2000, and buying a set of inex-
pensive modern piston shocks would cost almost $400, I can imagine some Model A owners resign-
ing themselves to a bad ride rather than poverty. 
Still, there are a great many articles giving advice or restoring and servicing original Model A shock 
absorbers, and the reproduction shock link tube assemblies, such as shown below, go for about $20 
a piece.  If you have four of the shocks, even if they are in poor condition, and your are assembling 
your Model A from the frame up, you ought to read several of the articles and do what you can, and 

then buy these replacements or 
the springs, seats, and pins 
which are sold separately. Even 
if they don’t function well, they 
won’t hurt the car and they will 
give an authenticity that a piston 
shock, or a no oil shock with a 
dogbone connector arm, can’t 
provide. 
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Spark Danger when Filling Tank with a Funnel 
Static electricity is generated when two different substances rub against each other.  This includes gasoline going 
through a metal nozzle! 

In the May/June issue of The Restorer there was an article on using two hockey pucks to help put fuel in the gas tank of 
a Model A.  In the next issue’s Letters to the Editor was a reply on using the hockey pucks for this purpose.  The bottom 
line is a static charge can build up while fueling an automobile. To quote the Editor.  "The side of the fill nozzle itself 
should be made to contact the tank opening while fueling, to prevent any potential static charge build up." 

     I made and gave away a number of a similar device using PVC pipe and a rubber gasket.  I had never heard of a fire 
caused by a static charge while fueling an automobile.  I went to Google and there is a whole lot of information on this 
problem.  The static charge can be prevented by touching the fuel nozzle to the tank opening.  My device prevents the 
nozzle from contacting the tank opening.  But if you have one hand on the nozzle and touch the Model A with the other 
hand you would ground the system.  I used a little rubber cement and some heavy-duty aluminum foil on the outside 
over the top and down the inside of the PVC.  This allows the static charge to flow from the 
nozzle to the Aluminum foil then onto the metal tank opening. 

     To be safe I would not use an all-plastic device unless it was modified so the nozzle is 
grounded to the tank opening.   

      I suggest that you watch some of the many videos of "Static electrical charges while 
fueling an automobile” on YouTube.  It was a wakeup call for me. 

Chuck Grabowsky 
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The Reflector 
Model T Cracker  Fairlane Ford Recipes—Henry Ford’s Favorite 

½ Cup Wheat Germ  ½ tsp. Salt 

¼ Cup Bread Flour  2 Level tsps., Baking Powder 

¼ Cup Pastry Flour  1 Ounce Butter 

¼ cup Ice Water 

Sift dry ingredients into bowl containing the germ of wheat. Mix thoroughly and rub in the cold, hard butter 
quickly. Add the water, mixing well without too much working. Turn on board sprinkled with bread flour and roll 
into a ball using hands. Lift the ball and sprinkle the board with whole wheat flour. Put the ball back on the 
board and roll lightly to about ½ inch thickness. 
Sprinkle ½ cup germ of wheat on and continue to 
roll so then as desired keeping germ spread even-
ly over the top while rolling. Use a small 2 inch cut-
ter and lift each cracker with a flat blade to an un-
greased baking sheet. Place in a 350 degree oven 
and immediately let temperature drop to about 275 
degrees as the germ of wheat scorches easily. It 
takes about 45 minutes to cook. Remove when all 
trace of softness has disappeared. 


