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JITTERBUGGY 
ONE MAN’S FIRST CAR GAVE HIM FOUND MEMORIES FOR LIFE 
 

In November 1942, I was a senior in high school in Chicago, looking for a car. 
The newspapers were full of used cars and the cheapest ones were Model A's. 
You could buy an ordinary one for as low as $10 but many of those were worn 
out. A decent '29  was about $30 to $40. One evening, my step-father came 
home and said, "I have found the perfect car for you." It was on a used car lot 
in adjacent Oak Park, Ill. 
The next evening, he took me there and we bought a : 1931 Model A Road-
ster for $65 and christened it "Jitterbuggy" or JB. It was previously owned by a 
young man who went off to war and he had sold it to the dealer  I drove it off 
the lot, not licensed yet, but I knew how to drive and had to show it off to my 
buddies that evening. At the time VERY few guys had cars, so JB was a big hit 
with my buds and the girls I knew. 
The car did not have Model A wheels. The dealer advised that the owner had 
substituted 1940 Packard wheels on the vehicle. Of course, they did not-fit 
well and from time to time some of the lug nuts would just pop off. I got tired 
of this when I almost lost the LR wheel, which luckily hung onto the hub. I 
went to ACE wrecking yard and bought six early V8 wheels for $2 each and 
painted them dark yellow. At the time, my step-father was able to get five 
new 7:00 x 16 whitewalls for his 1939 Cadillac 60 Special and gave me the 6 
off his car. That Cadillac had twin sidemounts. I took the 6 tires, tubes and  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
THE PALOMAR A’S ARE REACHING OUT TO YOU! 
 

This year has gone by faster than I could have imagined. With local tours and a 
long tour to Orcutt, California, i.e. Santa Maria September 14. And the tour to 
Kanab, Utah, October 6-10 , The December Installation Dinner will be here  
before we know it. 
The club has a lot of things to accomplish before December. Greg Wilson, Jim 
Ball and I will be visiting the Hunter Steak House to make sure we are still on 
track for the December installation Dinner. 
The club must be thinking of who we want for new Board members. We need a 
new Secretary. This is Linda's 8th year and that is much more then enough. She 
does a great job and is going to be hard to replace but we must find someone 
to replace her. The Club can do without a President for a month or two, but 
can't function without a secretary. 
There are other Board members who would like to take a break. I would      
encourage them to try to find a replacement for themselves. They know the 
job and are the best recruiters for the job. 
The August Board Meeting will be Tuesday, August 27. It will be at 2:00PM at 
my house. 
The Address is: 4117 Sunnyhill Dr, Carlsbad, 92008. Anyone who is interested is 
welcome. 
My Cell phone # is: 760-518-6946 
Sincerely, Chuck 
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AUGUST MINUTES 
FOLKS HOPING TO IMPROVE THE CLUB SHOULD READ EACH REPORT & DECIDE WHICH SOUNDS MOST LIKE THEM 
Call To Order:  The August 7, 2019, meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club was called to order by President Chuck Grabowsky 
at 7:02 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Steve Curry. 
Minutes:  A motion was made by David Frazee to accept the minutes as published in the Reflector. A second was made by Jim 
Gates; the motion passed.    
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Greg Wilson reported we had paid several bill presented at the last meeting and gave us our ending 
bank balance as of July 31, 2019. He told us of the two bills received: Print Pros for the printing of the Reflector and one from John 
Frazee for purchases made for desserts for the Club’s Progressive Lunch last month. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to 
pay the bills.   
Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  We did not have any visitors. Dianne Frazee reported she did not have any news for this meeting.  
Local Tours: Tour Director Jim Ball gave us the details for this Saturday’s tour to the Caterpillar facility in Rancho Bernardo this 
coming Saturday. We will meet at the Clubhouse at 8:30 – 9 a.m. for a 9:15 departure. Lunch is scheduled at Debbie’s Restaurant 
and Pie Shoppe in San Marcos on Wednesday, August 21 at 8 a.m. Part of the September local tour will be to the Peppertree in 
Vista for one of the Club’s favorites: ice cream.   
Long Tour Report:  John Frazee said the long tour to Bellevue, WA to attend the NWRG meet will only have six from our area: John 
and Dianne Frazee, Bruce Howe and Jeanette Smith, and past members Lindon and Anna Lewis. John announced the next year’s 
long tour will go to Kerrville, TX.  
So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  
Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson was not at the meeting, but the new t-shirts are available for purchase at the back table.  
Reflector Director’s Report:  David Frazee did not have anything to report, but Jim Gates gave his and the Club’s compliments on 
the new look to the Reflector.  
Technical Director’s Report:  Chuck Grabowsky gave the Technical Report on the very helpful Model A Times, available for only 
$25/year. He also discussed using water or antifreeze in the Model A radiator.  
Raffle:  The raffle was conducted by Jim Gates and Dianne Frazee. Diego Frazee won the Birthday Prize.  Jeanette Smith won the 
Attendance Prize and the 50/50 was won by Nancy Quinlan. The Grand Prize was won by Barbara Kruegel. 
Membership:  Judy Burrell was not in attendance.  
Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel reported we had been published in the San Diego Union Tribune.  
 

“The club has a lot of things to accomplish 
before December” 



 

                      MORE AUGUST MINUTES 
 

 

Correspondence:  Greg Wilson indicated we had not received any new correspondence.  
Old Business:  No old business. 
New Business:  Chuck said a Board Meeting would be held at his home on Tuesday, August 
27 at 2 p.m. and all members were welcome to attend. Chuck also announced that our 
Web Master Sheila Saxman said it is time to renew our yearly fee for our host “Go  
Daddy” on the website. The amount will be right around $183. A motion was made, se-
conded and the membership approved the payment. Greg Wilson brought up the need to 
start recruiting for next year’s Board Members. He said next year, 2020, will be the Club’s 
bicentennial year. 
Hospitality:  The Lugo’s thanked this month’s refreshment suppliers, and David and Karyn 
Frazee brought a celebratory birthday cake for Diego Frazee’s 19th birthday.  
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary 
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LOCAL TOUR REPORT -  AUGUST 2019  
2019 HAWTHORNE CATERPILLER   
We often hear the passion in Clyde Marion’s voice when he talks about Hawthorne Cat, but to get the full appreciation of what he’s 
talking about you need to visit his Rancho Bernardo facility.  And that’s exactly what we did on our August Local tour.  Our tour, led 
by Dan Arguin and Clyde, took us through all aspects of their full service facility.  Need a new piece of heavy equipment? They’ll have 
something that’ll meet your needs.  For example, if you happen to have a small pile of dirt to move, say, oh about 40 tons worth, 
they have a front loader that can accommodate you!  And for the price of a new Fiat 500, about $25,000, you could just about afford 
to buy one tire!!  As impressive as their wide range of new equipment is, their repair shop is beyond belief.  Definitely top notch. 
Imagine everything you work on, whether a cylinder, brakes, engine, etc., is so heavy it requires a hoist!  To assess and repair equip-
ment on a scale of this magnitude takes a very talented team of mechanics!  A fantastic tour.  I only wish I could have driven one of 
those monster Cats!  A million thanks to Clyde and Dan for hosting an outstanding tour.  
 
Following our tour, an excellent Mexican lunch was enjoyed at La Tapatia in the City of Escondido. 

LOCAL TOUR -  SEPTEMBER 2019  
CALIFORNIA BACK ROAD FUN RUN.  
When: Saturday, September 7 
Meet at the Palomar Estates Clubhouse at: 9:00 a.m. 
Club House Departure:  9:30 a.m. 
The tour is scheduled to end at Pepper Tree Frosty: 
Where: 270 S. Santa Fe Avenue, Vista 
 
 
Our September Local Tour will consist of a casual cruise - fun run - through the back  
roads of north county.  Followed by an ice cream social (and lunch) at Pepper Tree  
Frosty in Vista.  Pepper Tree Frosty is known for their shakes, ice cream cones, great  
burgers, fries and other delicious choices.  

ADDRESS CHANGE 
 
Dave & Arlene Belt  
8975 Lawrence Welk Dr., #395  
Escondido, CA 92026  
Hm: 760-913-5184  
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2019 PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB BOARD 

 President Chuck Grabowsky 
 Vice President Ed Simpson 
 Treasurer Greg Wilson   
 Secretary Linda Thamer 
 Long Tour Director John Frazee 
 Short Tour Director Jim Ball 
 Reflector Editor David Frazee 
 Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 
 Hospitality Donna and Anthony Lugo 
 Membership Judy Burrell 
 Raffle Chairs Bruce Parker and Jim Gates  
 Technical Director Chuck Grabowsky 

 Web Master Sheila Saxman 
 Sunshine/Sadness Dianne Frazee 

MORE OF THE STORY OF JITTERBUGGY 
wheels into the basement and proceeded to mount the 16" tires on those 17" rims. 
(At age 17, you can do anything) I then bought six new V-8 hub caps for those 
wheels at $2.50 each at Western Auto. 
Of course, the war was on and the feds said you can only have 5 tires on a car, so 
for the 6th tire for my car, I cut away part of the tire that was in the well on the  
driver's side and mounted it. Then the car looked correct with 6 wheels. For the 
next 2 1/2 years, I drove that car everywhere....to school, events, summers in Lake 
Geneva, etc. 
The car was not without problems....besides the wheels I took the car to my local 
station for an oil change. This station had a "pit" and there was a raised curb to  

center you front wheels over the pit. After the oil change, I backed out unaware that the muffler and was hanging very low. It 
ripped off when it hit that curb. Have you heard an A with no muffler lately? 
Back at Western Auto, I was able to get the entire exhaust system, all in one unit and installed it myself. I think the unit was 
about$10. 
The radiator leaked and In winter, I would open the petcocks and drain the water, then refill when I was ready to drive later. One 
very warm January weekend thaw, I did not drain the engine. That night the temperature dropped to about 15 F. The next morning 
I opened the hood and the ice had split open the head and lifted the raised area behind the water pump. The block was OK. I went 
to see ACE again and pulled the head off another A. .50c for the head, and .35c  for the new gasket. My cousin helped me do the 
repair 
As you know original Model A brakes were not highly reliable and I was always driving too close to cars ahead of me, so when they 
stopped suddenly, I often would hit their rear bumper. Well, I never did any damage to them since all the bumpers seemed to 
match in height and the spring steel on the A would bounce me backwards. 
I graduated in June 1943 at 17 an was scheduled to enter the Army Air Corps when I turned 18 in October. Due to a childhood eye 
injury, I was not accepted and put on 1A limited service. I then went to work at a defense industry company as a draftsman and 
was able to get a "B" sticker on JB's windshield. Due to gas rationing an "A" card only allowed 5 gallons per week.. There was a 
huge black market at the time. (Gas was .15c) 
I was deferred for a period of time due to defense work and I continued driving the roadster. One day after work a guy walked up 
to me and offered $400 for the car. He wanted it because of the gas mileage. No way was my A going away. But then...... 
The DEMISE: One evening early 1945 I was going to meet a close buddy who was home on leave from the Navy. We were heading 
to downtown Chicago. As I drove south on two-lane Oak Park Ave, a car came up suddenly behind me, started to pass and saw a 
car coming from the opposite direction. To avoid a collision, he cut sharply in front of me and caused me to swerve right into a 
parked car.  I hit a 1930 Model A two door sedan of all things to hit. The owner came out and saw his LR fender damaged pretty 
well, but said forget it, as it was a very tired old car. 
However, the damage to my car was terminal. A strut (or something underneath) had driven thru the transmission case and oil was 
all over the street. In addition the RF wheel was pulled out away from the car. I could not understand how little damage to his 
Model A and how mine was totaled. Obviously, it was the angle of impact. I could not afford the repair cost. The last I saw of JB 
was at ACE's yard. He gave $40 for it. Shortly thereafter I was drafted....into the Army Air Corps 
I will never forget JB, my first car 
Very best regards, Bob Bacchi 
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SEPT CALENDAR 
Sept 4 Meeting at Palomar Estates East  
Sept 7 Back Roads Fun Run 
Sept 14 17th Annual All Ford Car Show in 
Orcutt 
Sept 14 International Model A Ford Day 
Sept 28 & 29 in San Bernardino:   58th   
Annual Antique Car Swap Meet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sept 4, the 90th anniversary of the first 
flight of serial number 74, the 155th Ford 
Tri-motor, registered as N414H It’s current-
ly for sale if you want it, for $1,400,000.  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
John Burrell  13 Sept   
Hark Hervey  15 Sept   
Bruce Furbush  23 Sept   

Ray Matthews  30 Sept  
JoAnn Pickrell  14 Sept   
Kim Wright  19 Sept 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Walter & Carla Hibbard  5 Sept   
Jim & Mary Norman  8 Sept   
Greg & Cindy Wilson  11 Sept 
 

SEPT MTG REFRESHMENTS 
Howard & Barbara Kruegal 
West & Johannah Leffingwell 
Anthony & Donna Lugo 
Clyde & Kathy Marion  
 
Please call Donna Lugo to confirm 
760-758-3016 
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LONG TOURS 

2019 TOUR NOTES  
 
ORCUTT:  The 17th Annual All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet in Old Town Orcutt, California hosted by the Santa Maria A's. Those 
attending from the Palomar Model A Club are scheduled to meet at the crossing of highway 76 and interstate 15 at 8:00 a.m. on 
September 12th for the long drive to Lompoc. This is an hour later than was scheduled at one time. 
 

KENAB:  The folks in charge of the Canyon Lands Tour in Kanab, Utah have been sending out emailed “early bird” newsletters to 
interested Model A Owners.  Unfortunately, although originally they also posted these to the website, later on they removed them 

all and stopped posting new issues to the website.  As this is a hub tour where each 
day you will go to one of three destinations and return to your hotel. The direction 
you go is determined by the hotel where you are staying—not the club of which you 
are a member. It should be of great comfort for you to receive the latest newsletter 
which contains the plans for each of the three visits.  That way you can catch up if 
you have mechanical problems or just get lost from the tour group.  Fortunately, the 
Santa Clara Valley MAFCA Chapter posted a link to it on their blog: http://
www.scvcma.org/s/Canyonland-earlybird.pdf   
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ERA FASHION TRENDS  
THE BRETON STRIPE SHIRT 
 

The Breton stripe shirt or Mariniere was first introduced in 1858 as the uniform 
for all French navy seaman in Northern France.  Many sailors in the French Navy 
were from Brittany, thus the nickname. The original design featured 21 white 
stripes, 20 indigo blue stripes, one for each of Napoleon Bonaparte’s victories. 
The distinctive stripes more than just decoration, made it easier to spot wayward 
sailors who had fallen overboard. The three-quarter-length sleeves must be no 
longer than those of the overjacket and contain 15 stripes, and the flared collar 
must reach the neck. 
 
Marinières used in the navy were made by independent tailors, but eventually 
were made in navy workshops; army tailoring was a separate duty, often per-
formed by conscripts.  

After a trip to the French coast—Coco Chanel took notice. The iconic designer was 
so inspired by the sailors’ uniform that she incorporated the stripes into her 1917 
nautical collection. The casual design helped break away from the heavily corset-
ed fashion of the time, forever changing the face of casual womenswear.  Cha-
nel’s popularity and the great comfort of the fabrics she chose, exploded the Bre-
ton shirt’s iconic appeal until it became synonymous with French artists. When 
you think of Marcel Marceau or Picasso, you probably imagine them in a Breton. 

Since 1889, the Saint James Atelier (meaning workshop or studio) has produced 
these authentic nautical sweaters and Breton striped shirts in a spinning mill, 
knitting in both wool and cotton. The factory is located only a stone's throw from 
the Mont Saint-Michel in Normandy, but the closest physical store to us is at the 
Carmel California Yacht Club. You can also order these authentic period shirts 
online at www.saint-james.com/us.  Nordstom’s carries a passable example actu-
ally made by St. James that’s called the Minquiers Moderne Striped Sailor Shirt. I 
counted 27 indigo stripes, but until now you, like me, probably wouldn’t have 
known the difference. 

AND COCO CHANEL IN HOLLYWOOD  

In 1931, while in Monte Carlo, Chanel became acquainted with Samuel Goldwyn. 
Goldwyn could see her ability to mold world fashion and offered Chanel a tantaliz-
ing proposition. For the sum of a million dollars (approximately US$75 million 
today), he would bring her to Hollywood twice a year to design costumes for 
MGM stars. Chanel accepted the offer.  

Interviewed by Colliers magazine in 1932. She said that she had agreed to go to 
Hollywood to "see what the pictures have to offer me and what I have to offer the 
pictures." Chanel designed the clothing worn on screen by Gloria Swanson, in 
Tonight or Never (1931), and for Ina Claire in The Greeks Had a Word for Them 
(1932). (Look them up some time, the gowns truly frighten me.) Both Greta Garbo 
and Marlene Dietrich became private clients. 

Her experience with American movie making left Chanel with a dislike for Holly-
wood's film business and a distaste for the film world's culture, which she called 
"infantile". Chanel's verdict was that "Hollywood is the capital of bad taste ... and 
it is vulgar." Ultimately, her design aesthetic did not translate well to film. The 
New Yorker speculated that Chanel left Hollywood because "they told her that 
her dresses weren't sensational enough. She made a lady look like a lady. Holly-
wood wants a lady to look like two ladies.” 

Ernest Hemingway,  Myrna Loy, and William 
Powell behind the scenes during the making 
of the movie Double Wedding in 1937. 

Coco Chanel in September 1930 

Josephine Baker attracting a French sailor in 
ZhouZhou 1934 



 

THE GREAT FRAME UP 
ADDING FENDER BRACKETS TO THE FRAME : #9 
 
10. Assemble to rear end of frame, rear spring assembly with two rear spring clips, 
rear spring clip bars, four nuts and cotter pins, and tighten. Use grease before plac-
ing springs in rear crossmember. This operation to be done bottom side up.  
11. Assemble rear axle assembly to spring frame assembly with two rear spring 
hangers and rear spring hanger bars, four nuts and cotter pins. Place four lubricator 
fittings in hangers. Frame bottom side up on conveyor.  
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RESOURCES 
Rear Axel Assembly Restoration by Tom Endy, Santa Anita A’s http://
www.santaanitaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Differential-Rear-End-
Restoration-Revised-2014.pdf 
Al's Rear Axle Comedy 2016  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJrD8tJXdhQ 

POPULAR MECHANICS MAGAZINE, AUG. 1985 P. 59.  
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LEAF AND COIL SPRINGS 
 
“Leaf springs in one form or another have been used since the Romans. The fist 
steel spring put on a vehicle was a single flat plate installed on carriages by the 
French in the late 18th century. 
 
“The venerable lead spring was invented by Obadiah Elliot of London in 1804. He 
simply piled one steel plate on top of another, pinned them together and shackled 
each end to a carriage. 
 
“The coil spring isn’t a new either. The first patent for one (British patent no. 792) 
was issued to R. Treadwell in 1763.  The main advantage of coil springs was that 
they didn’t have to be spread apart and lubricated periodically to keep them from 
squeaking as leaf springs did. 
 
“Henry Ford’s 1908 Model T Ford featured old-fashioned leaf springs with a novel 
twist—he used only one spring at each axel, mounted transversely, instead of one 
at each wheel.  Ford’s adaptation of high-strength vanadium steel from a French 
racing car allowed him to save weight and cut costs in many areas of the Model T 
without compromising its durability.” 

 

When you look at these instructions, they are simply, take 8 nuts and 8 cotter pins, 
and screw them down, and Tah Dah, you’re done! Wouldn’t it be great if you could 
just order a set of springs and a rear axel assembly online? I could repeat a great 
deal of information over a great many future issues, but I would be bored as heck 
with that.  Instead, I’m going to do like I did in June’s issue and direct you to an en-
cyclopedia’s worth of knowledge on a single Model A assembly.  
 
Please visit the first link in the RESOURCES box and print it out, and then take notes 
and follow along with the video so you can see a bit of what restoring a rear axel 
assembly is all about.  I would do it in that order because without an outline of what 
they’re doing, the video alone is somewhat confusing. 

Read up on how to make your hot rod safer.  September 1952 Issue is available at https://books.google.com/books?
id=SiEDAAAAMBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false 



 

THE REFLECTOR 

For questions about or inputs to The 

Reflector,  contact the editor, David 

Frazee at frazeeintree @hotmail.com 

 

If you are submitting a photo using 

Google Docs, you may share them with 

jdfrazee@gmail.com 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

2410 Appian Rd 
Carlsbad, CA 92010 

 

Phone: 760-729-4865 
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com  

 

Meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
each month in the Palomar Estates East 
Club House located at 650 S. Rancho Santa 
Fe Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The doors 
open at 6:00 pm for social time and the 
meeting starts at 7:00pm.  

 

BREAKFAST MEETING 
THE VILLAGE KITCHEN & PIE SHOPPE 
 

Where?  950 Tamarack Avenue, Carlsbad 
When?  Wednesday September 18th at 8 a.m. At:  at the  
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Originally an Alphy’s, it’s ben 
the Pie Shoppe for 23 years. 


