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MODEL A’S IN THE NEWS  
SEEMS LIKE EVERYTHING ABOUT MODEL A’S IS A ‘LONG ROAD’ 
 
The Santa Maria Times had a photo of our club’s three panel trucks at the All 
Ford Car Show and Swap Meet. https://santamariatimes.com/news/local/fab-
fords-fill-orcutt-plaza-for-the-model-a-club/article_8f484fb1-1e32-53f6-8bf3-
5463721cd5ce.html#5 
 

Forbes has an article in the Lifestyle Section about Stan & Deb Haegert’s 1931 
Deluxe Town Sedan, bought by his grandfather used, back in 1935 and re-
stored after 27 years. https://www.forbes.com/sites/joshmax/2019/09/05/
video-1931-model-a-ford-test-drive/#74ea28264441 
 
Lane Nelson of Wahoo, Nebraska can’t get his 1930 Tudor legally registered 
because for several years the car, purchased new by his great, grandfather, 
was listed as “junked” status to avoid paying annual fees. Now that he has 
restored it, the state won’t let him take it off that status unless he takes it 
apart and makes radical changes like changing out the original engine.  
https://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/nebraska/nebraskan-
restores-model-a-finds-out-it-can-t-be/article_39e27d76-612d-536d-b230-
174bf148417a.html 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE PALOMAR A’S? 
 
The Installation Dinner will be here before we know it . The club has club has 
things that must be accomplished before the dinner.  The dinner will cost 
$20.00 and Greg Wilson will be collecting the money for the dinner at our club 
meetings.  We should have all the money collected by the end of the Novem-
ber meeting so we can give the Hungry Hunter the number of people who will 
be served. We will have Palomar Hats for sale at the meeting. 
 
The club will have to replace the Secretary, Local Tour Leader, and the Mem-
bership Chairman.  Judy Burrell said she would mentor the new Membership 
Chairman through the publication or the Club Member Handbook.  We still 
need a person to run the raffle.  Jim Gates and I are working on the raffle to 
make more it interesting so we get more participation from the membership. 
My technical report will be on the basic topic or Front End Alignment. When 
was the last time you checked this on your "A"?  
 
I forgot to say when the next Board Meeting  would be and where.  It will be at 
John and Dianne Frazee's home on September 24, at 2:00 pm.  Anyone who is 
interested is welcome. 
 
Chuck Grabowsky 
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Has Chuck already been spotted trying on his 
Halloween costume for 2019, or was he just 
enjoying one of our local tours? 

It may seem early, but actually it’s the best 
time to renew both your MAFCA and Palomar 
A’s memberships.  If you wait til the last mi-
nute, already overworked volunteers have to 
work even harder.  Then, they consider not 
volunteering and it’s up to you. Think about it. 

SEPTEMBER MINUTES 
IT’S NOT EVERY DAY WE WELCOME TWO NEW MEMBERS  
Call To Order:  The September 4, 2019, meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club was called to order by President Chuck 
Grabowsky at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Jim Foster. 
Minutes:  A motion was made by Clyde Marion to accept the minutes as published in the Reflector, with a second by Jim Foster. 
The motion passed.    
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Greg Wilson reported the bank balance as of August 1, 2019. We had one deposit of member dues, 
and after paying last month’s approved bills, he reported the ending balance. A motion was made, seconded and approved to ac-
cept the Treasurer’s report. Greg told us of the bill he had received from Print Pros and a stamps purchase from David Frazee. We 
again had a motion to pay the bills, with a second, and the members voted to approve the payments.  
Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  Our visitors this month were Dustin Larson and Chris Fuller. Chris has a 1928 Phaeton and Dustin is 
on the lookout for a Model A.  
Local Tours: Tour Director Jim Ball gave us the details for this Saturday’s tour through the backroads of Carlsbad, San Marcos, and 
Escondido, and ending up at the Pepper Tree for lunch and ice cream in Vista. Our Breakfast Club is scheduled to meet at the Vil-
lage Pie Shop in Carlsbad at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, September 18th. There will not be a day tour in October as quite a few members 
will be on the Kanab, UT tour. The tour for November will be to the Alpaca Hacienda in Temecula. There will be a $10 per person 
cost. 
Long Tour Report:  John Frazee said that the tour to Bellevue was good, but the only Club members driving a Model A were Bruce 
and Jeanette. They had temps of 108 in Stockton! He gave details of the upcoming tour to Santa Maria, meeting at the Park and 
Ride at 8 a.m. on Thursday, September 12th, with an overnight in Lompoc. The Kanab, UT national parks and monuments tour will 
be a 10-day tour. 
So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  
Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson reported he had plenty of the new t-shirts in all sizes available for purchase for $22 at the 
back table. We will have some hats available soon.  
Reflector Director’s Report:  David Frazee said he will be indexing articles and past tour information, and he asked members to let 
him know if anyone had lists or old tour info with dates and attendees that would help him in compiling this.  
Technical Director’s Report:  Chuck Grabowsky told us the Technical Report would be geared to newer members to help them get 
on the road with us. He talked about having a CB radio, the importance of overdrives on our busy freeways, and having the Auto 
Club towing membership for confidence in driving the A’s. He also mentioned the books he found to be most helpful in working on 
the Model A.  



 

                      MORE SEPTEMBER MINUTES 
 

 

Raffle:  We did not have a raffle this evening, and we discussed the need for a Raffle Chairman.  
Membership:  Judy Burrell said she’d been in Billings, MT. We have new members Bill and Kim Cardoso, and she mentioned anyone 
joining in October through the end of the year would receive a free membership in the Palomar A’s for 2020.  
Public Relations:  Howard Kruegel reported for Barbara that we had been published in the San Diego Union Tribune.  
Correspondence:  Greg Wilson indicated we had not received any new correspondence.  
Old Business:  Chuck Grabowsky brought up the need for volunteers for next year’s Board Members. Linda Thamer is leaving her po-
sition, Jim Bell is also ending his Tour Director time, and we will need volunteers to take over for the Lugo’s as the Hospitality Chair-
men. We need members to step up to contribute to the running of the Club. 
New Business:  Chuck gave a recap of the Board Meeting on August 27th. We talked about the Christmas Party on December 14th, and 
that we would have a social hour at noon, with lunch at 1 p.m. The menu choices are published elsewhere in this Reflector. We had a 
discussion about the Club covering part of each member’s Christmas Party meal, and had a motion from John Frazee for the Club to 
pickup any amount over $20. A second was made by Howard Kruegel, and the motion passed. Meal cost, to be paid to the Club be-
fore the party, will be $20/each. John Frazee presented MAFCA pins to Clyde and Kathy Marion for 30 years, to David and Karyn 
Frazee for 30 years, and to John and Judy Burrell for 35 years. A round of applause followed. 
Hospitality:  The Lugo’s thanked Howard and Barbara Kruegel and Clyde and Kathy Marion for this month’s refreshments. Donna and 
Anthony also brought goodies.  
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary 3 

LOCAL TOUR -  OCTOBER 2019  
NO TOUR SCHEDULED—BUT STAY TUNED FOR AN ALPACA HACIENDA TOUR IN NOVEMBER 
 

LOCAL TOUR -  SEPTEMBER 2019  

BACK COUNTRY TOUR, IF GRADED BY QUALITY OF ICE CREAM, WAS THE BEST OF THE YEAR.  
 
We’ve had some ‘hot’ tours this year, but our September tour was literally hot - the day of our tour was in the 90s!!  And humid! 

Our first tour stop was at the Leo Carrillo Ranch in Carlsbad.  While the Life and Times of Leo Carrillo, you may remember him in 
‘The Cisco Kid’ as well as many other movies, are fascinating and the stories of his Rancho are rich in local history, we found the 
shade trees of most interest that day!  If you haven’t been to Leo Carrillo Ranch, it’s worth a visit. 

Continuing on, our driving tour took us along back country roads through San Marcos, Escondido and Vista.  Our country roads 
drive reminded me of John Denver’s song ‘Take Me Home, Country Road’.  But rather then taking us home, our roads led us to Pep-
per Tree Frosty in Vista where we enjoyed burgers, shakes and ice cream.  Nothing would have been better on such a hot day!   

And as a way to get to know our Club President Chuck Grabowsky a little better we played the game ‘This or That’.  How well do 
you know Chuck?  Does he prefer Coke or Pepsi?  Elton John or Billy Joel?  The answers are always fun and surprising.   

Thanks to all for making the September tour an enjoyable and successful one! 

Jim Ball 
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SEPTEMBER LOCAL TOUR PHOTOS 

The Gem and 
Mineral Show 



 

LONG TOURS 

2019 ALL FORD CAR SHOW AND SWAP MEET   
 
We packed up our panels and sedans and hit the road to the 17th Annual Santa 
Maria A’s All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet in Orcutt, CA.  The nine of us, Jeanette 
Smith and Bruce Howe, Barbara and Howard Kruegel, M.A. Morrison and Jim Ball 
(our first long tour), Dianne, Lisa and John Frazee made the almost 300 mile trek to 
Lompoc, CA; our new home for the next three nights - Thursday September 12th 
to 15th. 
 
To cap off our day we found an excellent Mexican restaurant - the El Pal-
mar.  Which we were sure they had misspelled and should have been El Palomar! 
Nevertheless, good food and better company was a great way to end our first day. 
 
Friday morning found us fresh and ready to explore the area.  Bruce suggested we 
visit Mendenhall’s Museum of Gasoline Pumps & Petroliana.  The Mendenhall Mu-
seum is a private collection located in Buellton, CA. and has one of the west coasts 
largest collections of gas pumps, globes and porcelain gas, oil and road signs. And 
for you racing buffs, there are race cars, race memorabilia, license plates and 
countless other items.  Mark and Vickie Mendenhall gave an excellent tour of their 
museum.  If you are in the area, the Mendenhall’s Museum is a must see! 
 
And then there was Saturday and the car show!  Santa Maria A’s All Ford Car Show 
is open, as they like to say, to ‘all cars born a Ford!’  This year they celebrated the 
80th birthday of the Mercury.  With about 200 entries, we saw everything from 
street rods to daily drivers. And while there were many beautiful A’s, we repre-
sented the club and North San Diego County with the only Model A Panels!! As the 
day wound down, we saw Lori and Rudy Perez’s Hoover Woody take the Chuck 
Bailey Award for best restored Model A Ford. Congrats to Lori and Rudy. 
 
With an early start Sunday morning we hit the road for home.  Round trip we 
logged approximately 700 miles of nothing but fun!! 
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2019 NORTHWEST REGIONAL MEET IN BELLEVUE 
 
Two Palomar A’s made 2800 mile trips between North County and Bellevue 
Washington to attend the Northwest Regional Meet hosted by the Evergreen 
A’s.  And it was HOT, the thermometer reached 108 degrees on multiple days, 
but also a lot of fun and a good chance for the two couples, John and Dianne 
Frazee and Bruce Howe and Janette Smith, to see friends and family along the 
way. 
 
Editorial note: A lot of us have the mindset that Model A’s are antiques and are 
suitable for shows, parades, and museums—which they are—but they are also 
cars, a means of transportation, similar in that way to a 2019 Ford Echo.  You 
can take a Model A everywhere,… although apparently you cannot drive a Mod-
el A panel truck through the Chandelier Tree in Leggett, California; it just won’t 
quite fit. 

The Gem and 
Mineral Show 
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LONG TOUR PHOTORAMA 

2019 TRIP TO THE ALL FORD CAR SHOW AND SWAPMEET IN OLD TOWN ORCUTT  

With nine Model A’s  



 

OCT CALENDAR 
Sept  24  Board Meeting 
Oct  2 General Meeting Palomar Mobile 
Estates. 
Oct  5  No tour on regular tour day. 
Oct.  4—12 Canyonlands National Tour out 
of Kenab, Utah. 
Oct 16  Breakfast at Grandma’s in O’side 
Oct  20  54th Annual Show and Swap Meet 
in Chatsworth, Calif. 
Oct 21 90th Anniversary of the opening of 
the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Mich 
October 31  Halloween 
 
  
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Bruce  Howe  4 Oct   
Jim Quinlan  4 Oct   
Wes Wright  7 Oct   
Alden Kay  7 Oct   
David Belt  10 Oct  
Jim Glendinning  14 Oct   
Linda Dixon  18 Oct    
Rory Woodward  20 Oct  
Mary Norman  26 Oct    
Barbara French  26 Oct    
Liza Frazee  29 Oct    
Sandy Boone  30 Oct 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Jon & Anna Velasco  1 Oct   
Roger & Nancy Boyce  3 Oct   
Hark & Peggy Hervey  4 Oct   
John & Judy Giuliano  18 Oct   
Steve & JoAnn Cordtz  23 Oct 
 

OCT MTG REFRESHMENTS 
Barry & Debbie Martin 
Kyle & Ray Matthews 
Wayne Moore 
Bob & Dee Olivari 
 

Please call Donna Lugo to confirm 
760-758-3016 

2019 CHRISTMAS PARTY SCHEDULE, MENU 
AND RESERVATIONS INSTRUCTIONS 
When: Saturday, December 14th: Social Hour at 
noon; Lunch at 1 p.m.  Cost: $20 per member, $30 
per non-member.  
 
Every entree is served with bread, butter, mixed 
green salad with ranch style dressing, coffee, iced 
tea or soda. 
 

PRIME RIB- Our signature. A half pound cut seared in an herb crust and slow 
roasted for hours to ensure the most tender prime rib available.  Served with ruby port au jus, and 

creamed horseradish. Served with rice pilaf 
TOP SIRLOIN- Juicy with great beef flavor.  Served with rice pilaf.   
LEMON HERB CHICKEN- Grilled chicken breast seasoned with olive oil, garlic, oregano, spices, 
and Chablis wine.  Served with rice pilaf 
ROASTED SALMON- A filet of Norwegian salmon brushed with garlic butter. Served w. rice pilaf.  
ALL BEEF ENTREES WILL BE PREPARED TO MEDIUM TEMPERATURE. 
 

Payment will be needed to hold your reservation; it can be made directly to Greg at the October 
or November meetings, or mailed to Greg Wilson, 373 Lado de Loma Dr., Vista, CA 92083.  At the 
time of payment identify your meal selection. 

NEW MEMBER 
 
Chris Fuller & Christine Bartman 
7678 Sitio Manana 
Carlsbad, CA  92009 
760-685-1176  Cell 
cdogfuller@gmail.com 
Birthday  1/14  Chris 
Birthday  1/8   Christine 
Anniversary  9/10 
 
1928 Phaeton Green 
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VISIT MAFCA.COM 
Consider making regular visits to 
the national club’s website. If you 
haven’t checked it out there are 
dozens of ways it tries to support 
our hobby including classified ads, 
links to parts suppliers, restora-
tion tips,  event calendars, and 
much, much more! 
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ERA FASHION TRENDS  

THOMAS EDISON, BEST FRIEND OF HENRY FORD, DIES 
Beginning in 1918, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Harvey Firestone, John Burroughs, 
and first President Harding then Coolidge participated in a series of motor camp-
ing caravans, which have been described as the first notable linking of the auto-
mobile with out-door recreation.   
 

The idea for the camping trips seems to have germinated in a trip to California in 
1915, when Ford, Firestone, and Edison visited the two World’s Fairs, especially 
when the group motored from Riverside to San Diego.  The group so much en-
joyed the freedom and fun of motoring that Edison proposed similar "gypsy" trips 
in future summers. This photo is from 
under a palm at the Hotel del Coro-
nado during that trip.   
 

In 1921 Burroughs died and in 1923 
Harding. The 1924 trip, instead of a 
camping adventure, Ford hosted Fire-
stone and Edison outside of Boston at 
the historic Wayside Inn, which he had 
recently purchased. The trio made day 
trips, including a visit to President Cal-
vin Coolidge’s Summer White House in 
Plymouth, Vermont. The sojourn would be the final one for the “Vagabonds.” 
 

In 1924, the British restricted the supply of Malaysian raw rubber. Ford and Fire-
stone pleaded with Edison to find an alternate supply for tires and Edison was in 
his element. A new company, the Edison Botanic Research Corporation, was 
formed, and, with grants of $93,500 each from Firestone and Ford, was on its way 
by the fall of 1927. He sent agents to every corner of the tropical and temperate 
zones to look for vines, bushes, trees, shrubs, and weeds that might hold latex 
juices. After two years Edison reported testing more than 14,000 different plants 
of which about 600 contained latex to some degree. He believed that goldenrod 
was the most promising. After crossbreeding, he developed a variety about 14 
feet tall and yielding 12 percent latex.  Firestone even made four tires out of it, 
but it was expensive rubber and of inferior quality. And meanwhile, German sci-
entists were successfully producing a synthetic rubber from coal tars.   
 

Still inspired and resolute, Edison continued the work.  He had been suffering for 
years from diabetes, Bright's disease, and a gastric ulcer. Uremia (high levels of 
Urea in the blood indicating kidney disease) almost took him in 1929, when he 
was 82. But, as always, he tried to work. When in bed, his assistants kept him in-
formed of progress in the rubber experiments. 
 

Thomas Edison died on October 18, 1931, in his home, Glenmont, in West Or-
ange, New Jersey. He was 84 years old. There at his side was Edison’s personal 
physician and his son, Charles Edison. The way the Henry Ford Museum describes 
it, the idea to capture the inventor’s final breath came to Charles when he noticed 
an empty test tube rack by his dying father’s bedside. Charles gathered several 
vials full of Edison’s final breath, had the doctor seal the tubes in paraffin, and 
sent one to Henry Ford as a memento of their close friendship. 

Immediately before his death, Edison awoke from a coma, opened his eyes, and 
reportedly said to his wife, Mina: “It’s very beautiful out there.” In 1920, in Scien-
tific American, Edison said, "I have been thinking for some time of a machine or 
apparatus which could be operated by personalities which have passed on to an-
other existence or sphere." No prototypes or schematics have ever been found, 
but for the purposes of this Halloween article, let’s imagine that he did, that he 
was in touch with the distant future, and it explains his last words. 

Henry Ford dressed up as a cowboy has 
Thomas Edison breaking up in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula in 1923.  The car Edison is 
sitting in has been identified as a Model T.    
In actuality, it was a 1922 Lincoln L-Series 
sedan Ford had especially built for “the Vaga-
bonds” when he acquired the company in 
1922 for just $8 million. The cigarette was 
part of the costume; Ford never smoked. 

HALLOWEEN FASHION: DRESS LIKE 
THOMAS EDISON OR A COWBOY 
 
1 Black Suit Look for a black suit with jacket 
and pants to ensure similarity in fabric and 
quality. 
2 White Long sleeved Shirt Wear white 
button down shirt under the jacket. 
3 Black Vest Cop a black best to pair with 
jacket. 
4 Black Bow Tie Style the top with a bow tie. 
5 Toy lightbulb Carry a toy lightbulb as 
props. 
6 White Wig Wear a white or greying wig to 
nail Thomas Edison's look. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiOtcy8pd3kAhUkL30KHSRdDMYQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jstor.org%2Fstable%2F41171667&psig=AOvVaw1mhMKzfQM82URkqoAcJvgB&ust=1568996420808692


 

THE GREAT FRAME UP 
ATTACH THE UNIVERSAL HOUSING CAP THEN PAINT EVERYTHING: #10 
 
12. Connect universal housing cap outer assembly to brake cross shaft assembly, 
right and left hand, with two bolts, nuts and lock washers, and tighten. Use grease 
on torque tube bell. Frame bottom side up on conveyor.  
13. Hang on overhead conveyor, bottom side up. Spray with black proxylin all over 
bottom side.  
14. Remove from overhead conveyor and place on automatic rolling conveyor, side-
wise. Spray with black proxylin all over top side.  
 
The service brake cross shaft took on two different designs. The early brake sys-
tems, used from the beginning of production until February of 1928 (described in 
the assembly instructions I’m working from) consisted of an equalizer bar and multi
-piece cross shaft assembly mounted to the universal-joint cap. The parking brake 
was mounted on the left side of the frame and actuated the service brakes by a rod 
attached to the cross shaft.  In February to June 1928, depending on the plant, the 
parking brake was redesigned and made a separate system with a solid cross shaft 
mounted behind the center crossmember.  In November of 1928, the equalizer bar 
and multi-piece cross shaft were eliminated and replaced by the solid cross shaft 
which was used until the end of production. This shaft was mounted in bearings 
hung on brackets under the frame. 
 
The purpose of the universal joint housing caps were to guard the universal joint 
assembly and the help stabilize in place the brake cross shaft assemblies for early 
service brake systems.   
 
At this point you are also supposed to grease the torque tube,  There are several 
theories I’ve read, including pre-packing, lightly greasing and then using a grease 
gun to pack or heavily greasing and leaving it that way until the regularly scheduled 
time to add grease.  Originally the rear gearbox bearing is unsealed to allow lube 
through to lubricate the universal joint—what you are now greasing, but it seems 
that transmission fluid could get all of the way through to the rear brakes, and 
grease go all the way up to the speedometer cable if too much grease is pumped in.  
Sealed bearings  stop that extreme movement, but necessitate greater care in add-
ing grease to the universal joint as it will no longer receive transmission fluid.  I’ve 
read both that the grease itself was meant to lubricate the U-Joint, and that the 
grease was meant to seal the torque tube to keep the transmission oil—which is 
meant to lubricate the U-joint– from continuing back to the banjo housing.  As I 
cannot find unsealed transmission bearings for sale, it would appear that the latter 
argument was the clear loser. 
 
I was unable to find a period publication which discussed the drying time for black 
proxylin paint.  As it is a type of lacquer, I was able to find times of 20 to 30 
minutes.  I am just sure that Ford would not leave a chassis on the assembly line 
untouched for 30 minutes (like we would) to allow that paint to dry, so the plan 
must have been to paint it numerous times to make sure that it cover and recovers 
finger prints.  The interesting thing to me is that after the number of times the 
frames have gotten painted, and the fact that so many Model A’s have been gar-
aged for so much of their lives, I have never seen an original Model A frame with 
noticeable amounts of factory paint left on them.  Have you? 
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RESOURCES 
Steve Plucker wrote a comprehensive history 
of U Joint Housing Caps at http://
www.plucks329s.org/pdf/studies/ujoint/U-
joint%20study_restorer.pdf 

Bob Sumption advise folks to use washers to 
bring the bolts up for easier removal and 
nylon locking bolts instead of castle nuts 
needing cotter pins when installing universal 
housing caps. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UaPYwN7Scqc 
 
Discussion of sealed bearings: http://
www.fordgarage.com/pages/
transbearings.htm 

A good addition to last month’s tech notes is 
this exploded view of a rear end with a glos-
sary of what they are their location relative 
to other rear end parts found on page 33 of 
the 2018 Bratton’s Antique Auto Parts cata-
log.  https://www.brattons.com/files/index/
download/id/1526925893/ 



 

THE REFLECTOR 

For questions about or inputs to The 

Reflector,  contact the editor, David 

Frazee at frazeeintree @hotmail.com 

 

If you are submitting a photo using 

Google Docs, you may share them 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

2410 Appian Rd 
Carlsbad, CA 92010 

 

Phone: 760-729-4865 
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com  

 

Meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
each month in the Palomar Estates East 
Club House located at 650 S. Rancho 
Santa Fe Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. 
The doors open at 6:00 pm for social time 

 

BREAKFAST MEETING 
GRANDMA’S RESTAURANT 
 

Address?  539 Vista Bella, Oceanside 
When?  Wednesday October 16, 2019 at 8 a.m.  
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