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PHS SAYS “BYE BYE ROADSTER” 
“KIDS. WHY CAN'T THEY BE LIKE WE WERE / PERFECT IN EVERY WAY? “ 
 

“What’s the matter with kids today?” (from the Musical Bye Bye, Birdie) In later 
dialog Albert is guilted by his mother: 
 

“So what if you’re an ingrate? So as long as you’re happy.” 
“ I don't want to be happy!” 
“Don't feel guilty! Just make believe I'm old used car! Junk me! Leave me in the 
gutter!” 
 

It’s decided in reprise that Albert is perfect and that there is nothing wrong with 
kids.  Fast forward 60 years. On April 20, 2019, The Pasadena High School Model 
A Ford Club drew for the 1929 Roadster they had just finished restoring.  The 
lucky winner was Steve Timmins of Costa Mesa California, who didn't own a 
Model A and will be new to the hobby.  The kids took an old used car, and rather 
than junk her, they restored her and expanded the club.  
 

MAFCA recently announced a Student Membership to high school, technical 
school and college students, starting with the 2019 year. MAFCA President Doug 
Linden explained, “We all recognize that we need to grow the Model A hobby 
with more involvement by young people.“ This new class of membership costs 
only $5.00 and the student will receive a “digital only version” of The Restorer 
magazine. Encourage kids to join in the hobby today. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
ACTIVITIES THAT HIGHLIGHT THE PALOMAR A’S 
 
Jon Velasco did a great job on that audio-visual show of the Merced long tour. 
This had to take more than a few hours to put together. We will try to have 
one of these shows on our activities quarterly. 
 
it's taken a lot of time and work by Ed Simpson, but he has made it possible for 
the members to have jackets, shirts, hats, etc. to wear at our activities.  I think 
this will promote more comradery among the membership and expose the 
club to the community.  Who knows, maybe someone will see what a great 
club we have and decide to join us.  Along that line Fred Slikker spends his time 
and talent making the Club Logo license plates and Jim Ball has the magnetic 
logos available. 
 
There have been some questions about the Board meetings.  I will be happy to 
answer any question a member might have.  Anyone is welcome at the Board 
Meetings. I prepare an agenda and work hard to keep the meeting to one hour. 
Linda takes the minutes.  I will have copies of the last few months minutes at 
the next meeting if anyone is interested in them.  The next Palomar Model A's 
will be at John and Dianne's hone at 2:00 PM, on May 21st. 
 
     I look forward to the rest of the year.  It's only going to get better. 
 
 
Chuck Grabowsky 
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MAY MINUTES 
INTRODUCING…..THE VIDEO PROJECTOR! 
Call To Order:  The May 1, 2019, meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club was called to order by President Chuck 
Grabowsky at 7:01 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Ed Simpson. 
Minutes:  A motion was made by Judy Burrell to accept the minutes as published in the Reflector. A second was made 
by Karen Beel, and the motion passed.    
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Greg Wilson reported the bank balance as of April 1, 2019, detailing the receipts and 
expenditures, and the ending balance as of April 30, 2019. A motion was made, seconded, and passed, to approve the 
report. Greg also presented bills received from Print Pros for printing of the Reflector, stamps purchased from Costco 
by David Frazee, and Judy Burrell for membership expenses. A motion was made and seconded to approve payment of 
the bills. The motion passed.  
Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  John Leroy was visiting. He told us a bit about the 1931 Cabriolet “68-C” he restored 
with his father 50 years ago. 
Local Tours: Tour Director Jim Ball reported on plans for this month’s tour to the Vista California Highway Patrol office, 
led by Jim and Betty Foster. We will leave from the Clubhouse at 9:15 a.m. on Friday. The Breakfast Club will meet 
Wednesday, May 15, at The Original Pancake House in Vista. The Deer Park Winery and Auto Museum in Escondido is 
slated for the June 8th  tour. There will be a $10 per person charge. 
Long Tour Report:  John Frazee did not have any new information.  
So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  
Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson reported he had a vendor that could supply us with hats and t-shirts. He ex-
pected the cost of a t-shirt to be $11-$13, but the Club would have an upfront cost of $150 for new artwork. A motion 
was made for the Club to pay for the required artwork, with a second, and the motion passed. Chuck Grabowsky dis-
played the jacket he had made using the large Club patch, with a cost of $63. 
 

I would like to thank the board of the Palo-
mar Model A's club who take a Tuesday out 
of their lives to make this an outstanding 
club. The club is lucky to have a lot of mem-
bers who make this a great club. Last month 
a few members stood out. 
 
Jim Ball, and Betty Foster arranged a great 
tour of the Vista California Highway Patrol 
office. This was one of the most interesting 
and informative tours I have been on. If you 
have a "Work in Progress" let the club help 
get you on the road so you can enjoy these 
great local tours. 



 

LOCAL TOUR -  JUNE 2019  
DEER PARK WINERY & AUTO MUSEUM  
When: Saturday June 8, 2019 
Meet at the Palomar Estates Clubhouse 8:45 a.m. 
Club House Departure: 9:15 a.m. 
The tour is scheduled for 10 a.m. 
Entrance Fee: $10 / Person $9 / Person for those over 50 
Location:  Deer Park Winery & Auto Museum, 29013 Champagne Blvd. Escondido 
Lunch Afterwards will be at: Ciao Ristorante Italiano, 2015 E Vista Way, Vista 
 
If you like old cars, this tour is a must see.  Deer Park Winery & Auto Museum houses over 100 classic convertibles from the 40’s, 
50’s and 60’s.  If this car collection isn’t enough to get you going, their extensive array of antique radios, appliances, TV’s, old Coke, 
road and advertising signs should do the trick.  Still not enough?  Then viewing their large Barbie collection will surely top off this 
tour! Hope to see you on our June Local Tour! 
 

 

MORE MAY MINUTES 
 

Reflector Director’s Report:  David Frazee told us he would be taking over the Assistant Editor spot for the rest of the 
year with the departure of Bob Olivari. He asked the members who receive the Reflector by mail whether it had arrived 
in good shape; all received it in good condition. 
Technical Director’s Report:  Chuck Grabowsky told us he brought a projector for the Club, which will be used to assist 
the Technical Director. This month, Jon Velasco will give a photo presentation of our recent tour to Merced.  
Raffle:  The raffle was conducted by Fred Slikker and Jim Gates. Judy Burrell won the Birthday Prize. The Attendance Prize 
was won by Donna Lugo, and Keith Thamer won the 50/50. The Grand Prize was won by John Frazee. 
Membership:  Judy Burrell reported that there were no new members.  
Public Relations:  The Kruegels were not in attendance, but we had been published. 
Correspondence:  The Club received a thank you note from the CCRG for our donation to the Merced meet.  
Old Business:  Chuck reported we had had the Board of Director’s meeting yesterday, April 30, 2019. The meeting for 
May will be held on Tuesday, May 21st. Fred Slikker will find out what day we will have our Crusin’ Grand tour in Escondi-
do. It is usually the third Friday in June. 
New Business:  As there will be a scheduling problem for the Club meeting in July, we will be delaying the meeting for 
one week, meeting on July 10th. 
Hospitality:  The Lugo’s thanked the Foster’s and the David Frazee’s for providing refreshments for the meeting. For next 
month, John and Dianne Frazee, Bruce Furbush and Chuck Grabowsky will bring refreshments. 
Monkey Business:  Greg Wilson told us of an interesting activity scheduled the coming weekend: a vintage aircraft show 
at the Palomar Airport in Carlsbad.  
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary  3 
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MAY LOCAL TOUR 

Lunch at Nucci’s Italian Cafe in Vista The crowd posing with Officer Schmidt 

2019 PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB BOARD 

 President Chuck Grabowsky 
 Vice President Ed Simpson 
 Treasurer Greg Wilson   
 Secretary Linda Thamer 
 Long Tour Director John Frazee 
 Short Tour Director Jim Ball 
 Reflector Editor David Frazee 
 Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 
 Hospitality Donna and Anthony Lugo 
 Membership Judy Burrell 
 Raffle Chairs Bruce Parker and Jim Gates  
 Technical Director Chuck Grabowsky 

 Web Master Sheila Saxman 
 Sunshine/Sadness Dianne Frazee 

A Behind the Scenes Peak at the California Highway Patrol 
 

Our May Local Tour, led by Officer Robert ‘Claude' Schmidt, provided an interesting 
glimpse into the California Highway Patrol (CHP) and the life of a CHP Officer!   
 
For those of us who thought CHP Officers just gave out speeding tickets, we were 
surprised to learn about the wide variety of duties these officers are involved with 
on a daily basis.  Some assignments include, but not limited to, drug interdiction, 
auto theft, K-9 units, Air Operations, motorcycle patrol, accident investigation,   
protecting our Governor and, yes, even giving out tickets!  
 
As a member of a car club, you may also be interested to learn that while the work 
of a CHP officer can be dangerous, it isn’t so easy on their vehicles either.  A typical 
cruiser can easily add a 100,000 + miles and go through four or more sets of tires 
per year!  
 
It was a fun and informative tour.  A special thanks to Betty and Jim Foster for    
making the tour arrangements.  And a very big and appreciative thank you to 
Officer Schmidt for a very interesting talk and tour!  
 
Afterwards, members enjoyed lunch at Nucci’s Italian Cafe.  If you haven’t been, 
it’s worth a stop just for their fresh baked garlic knots!  Some of us couldn’t resist 
having more than one!! 
 
For anyone interested, the CHP is taking applications for their Senior Volunteer 
Program! 
     Jim Ball 

Inspecting a car with a questionable history. 



 

PEKING TO PARIS MISS VICKY FOR POLIO PLUS  
Retired Arlington, WA physician Lee Harman, a longtime Rotary Club member and-
PolioPlus chairman for District 5050 , joined by his travel chum, retired Army Mjr. 
Bill Ward, will set course on a once-in-a-lifetime amazing race, the 7th Peking to 
Paris Endurance Motor Challenge. “We’re dedicating our 10,000-mile expedition to 
bring awareness to the public about Rotary’s grandest achievement – the eradica-
tion of polio in the world,” said Harman.  
 

The duo will make the journey in “Miss Vicky,” a 1931 Model A Ford Victoria, en-
tered in the vintage car category. Their goal is to cover the race in 36 days. That’s 
400 grueling miles a day. 
 

“We’re going to be going places where there are roads, poorly maintained stretches 
and no roads, and strange rivers to cross where there are no bridges,” Harman said. 
“We’re going to be camping for a week in the Gobi Desert. This is really the grand-
daddy of all endurance motor vehicle runs.” 
 

The Peking (Beijing) to Paris Rally, held every three years, is said to be one of the 
toughest vintage car races in the world, extending roughly along a straight line to 
Moscow, then into Scandinavia before dropping south into France. But the travails 
that await them are nothing compared to the pain and suffering that polio has 
wrought, mostly targeting humankind’s most vulnerable. 
 

Just a penny per mile donation would amount to $100, all tax-deductible, with no 
proceeds going toward costs related to race participation. To donate or learn more, 
visit the Miss Vicky website at www.missvicky4polioplus.com. For every $1 the pub-
lic donates, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation will contribute $2, with the goal 
overall to raise $1.2 billion internationally.  5 

LONG TOURS 

2019 SPRING OPENER HOSTED BY LAKE COUNTY A’S  
 
Bruce Howe and Jeanette attended the Lake County A's 25th Spring Opener in Clear-
lake  May 3rd to 5th. There were eight clubs and about 40 Model A's in attendance. 
Unlike most meets, the SPRING OPENER is put on by a single club though due to fires 
and weather the last two meets were held in Quincy and hosted by the Feather River 
A's. The weather and scenery were beautiful though there is evidence of the recent 
fires in the area. The host hotel was The Lodge at Blue Lakes which has been remod-
eled and provided a beautiful location right on the lake. 
 
The Saturday tour retraced the route of the First Spring Opener Tour in 1994 and 
circled CLEARLAKE  with lunch at the Riviera Restaurant & Country Club. The meet is 
small and provides a very friendly atmosphere. We took three days for the trip up 
spending a day in Sacramento and made the trip home in two days. Total mileage 
was just over 1400 miles. Next years meet will be held the first weekend in May. 

TWO ADDRESS CHANGES 
 
George & Judy Leitner 
18058 Camenita Balata 
San Diego, CA  92128 
 
Dave & Arlene Belt 
8975 Lawrence Welk Dr., #395 
Escondido, CA 92026 
Hm: 760-913-5184 
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LOCAL TOUR ALBUM 

CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL OFFICES IN VISTA  

With seven Model A’s and sixteen members in clear weather with no car problems 
(from the cars which made it to Vista), you couldn’t ask for a better time. 



 

JUNE CALENDAR 
 
June 1  La Mesa Flag Day Parade 
June 2 to July 7  Peking to Paris Rally 
June 5   General Meeting Palomar Mobile 
Estates. 
June 8   Tour of the Deer Park Winery 
June 9  Annual Henry Ford Picnic, Santa Fe 
Springs, $15 per person for catered lunch 
June 16 Father’s Day 
June 19   Breakfast at The Grandma’s Res-
taurant in Oceanside 
June 22 to June 30 The Hemmings Motor 
News Great Race—Riverside to Tacoma 
July 4  Scripps Ranch Independence Day 
Parade 
July 10  General Meeting Moved from the 
third, Palomar Mobile Estates. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 
Judy Giuliano  1 June   
Kathy Marion  12 June    
Carolyn Armstrong  15 June  
Barry Martin  17 June 
Kyle Matthews  22 June 
Pam Treserdern  23 June 
JoAnn Cordtz  29 June 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Rory & Ryoko Woodward  3 June 
Craig & Barbara French  5 June 
David & Arlene Belt  6 June 
George & Judy Leitner  9 June 
Anthony & Donna Lugo  16 June 
Joe & Peggy Williams  19 June 
Brian  & Pam Treserdern  22 June 
Robert  & Dee Olivari  25 June 
 

JUNE MTG REFRESHMENTS 
 
John and Dianne Frazee 
Bruce Furbush and  
Chuck Grabowsky 
 
Please call Donna Lugo to confirm 
760-758-3016 
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MEMBER ADVERTISMENT 
 
Factory Orange County produce delivery truck. Late 1931 Model A Ford. Vinyl top, 1 ton stake side short bed pick-up. Cab frame 
engine and trans all original truck. Frame up restoration 98% complete. All new wiring lights, interior, belts, hoses, glass. New  
generator and battery. Rebuilt original 4 cylinder and 4 speed transmission. Rebuilt single barrel 
carburetor. Removed over half of leaf springs for smooth ride. Truck has larger drum brakes still. 
Custom mahogany stake bed. Roughly an hour ran on new engine, less than 15 miles. Paint is 8 
years old. Has matching spare rim with no tire...all rims powder coated.  
   
$ 40,000.           Dolores Roth     760 798 9721  
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ERA FASHION TRENDS  
HOLLYWOOD PANTAGES THEATRE OPENED IN 1930 
 

The Hollywood Pantages Theatre, a palatial Art Deco theater, which for many 
years hosted the Oscars, opened on June 4, 1930. Located at Hollywood and Vine, 
it was designed by architect B. Marcus Priteca. Alexander Pantages is said to have 
liked Priteca for his ability to create the appearance of opulence on a limited budg-
et. "Any damn fool, can make a place look like a million dollars by spending a mil-
lion dollars, but it's not everybody who can do the same thing with half a million." 
 

It was the last theater built by Pantages, actually opening after he was charged 
with raping 17-year-old, aspiring dancer Eunice Pringle. Although he was later ac-
quited, the negative publicity as well as the depressed economy, forced him to sell 
his theater chain to Fox Theaters at a discount price.  That chain, also was in finan-
cial difficulty and declared bankruptcy the very next year. In reorganization, 
Charles Skouras assumed control of Fox West-Coast Theatres and turned them 
around. By 1942, he presided 0ver the entire chain. In 1946, Skouras had the high-
est pay in the United States with a salary of $985,300.  In 1951, 20th Century Fox 
was the subject of an anti-trust lawsuit and was forced to sell off its theatre divi-
sion.  It was renamed the National Theatres Corporation. A major investor was the 
owner of several California used car dealerships, Gene Klein.  Prior to that, in 1949, 
Howard Hughes had acquired the Pantages for his RKO Theatre Circuit and moved 
his personal offices to the building's second floor.  It closed as a movie theater in 
January, 1977, and re-opened the next month hosting stage productions.  
 

Now operated by the Nederlander Organization, the Hollywood Pantages has host-
ed the five highest-grossing weeks in L.A.'s theatrical history. The theatre has re-
cently presented large-scale Broadway musicals such as Disney's The Lion King and 
Wicked.  The theater’s location has become highly valuable due to the Hollywood 
& Vine Transit Station. The original plans for the building were for 12-stories. Com-
pletion of the 10 upper floors was halted due to the 1929 stock market crash. In 
2007, there were plans to complete the original design, but it was never realized. 
 

Perhaps the most outrageous person involved with the Hollywood Pantages was 
the first owner, Alexander Pantages. At the age of nine he ran away while with his 
father on a business trip in Cairo, Egypt. He then went to sea for two years working 
as a deck hand. After that he reportedly got a job in the French effort to dig the 
Panama Canal, but after contracting malaria in the 1880s his doctor told him to 
move to cooler climates. He stopped briefly in Seattle but eventually settled in San 
Francisco where he worked as a waiter and also, unsuccessfully, as a boxer. He left 
San Francisco in 1897, and made his way to Canada's Yukon Territory during the 
Klondike Gold Rush, ending up in the mining boom-town of Dawson City.  
 

In Dawson City, he worked as a waiter and janitor, but aspiring to leave manual 
labor, he became business partner (and lover) to the saloon dancer and brothel-
keeper 'Kitty' Rockwell, operating a small, but successful vaudeville and burlesque 
theatre, the Orpheum. In 1902, Pantages moved to Seattle, where he opened the 
Crystal Theater. In 1914, he married a musician named Lois Mendenhall and Rock-
well filed a breach-of-promise-to-marry lawsuit against him; she later wrote that 
he had stolen the money to purchase the Crystal from her. 
 

More than 90 theatres he owned or managed formed the "Pantages Circuit", in 
which he could book and rotate acts on long-term contracts at wages insuring 
large profits for himself. Although extremely successful on the west coast, Pan-
tages was effectively blocked from expansion into the eastern market by New York
-based Keith-Albee-Orpheum (KAO). In the late 1920’s, Joseph P. Kennedy gained a 
controlling interest in a new conglomerate of RCA and KAO, naming it RKO, and 
approached Pantages to sell out. Rumor has it, that RKO and Kennedy paid Eunice 
Pringle to frame Alexander Pantages after Pantages refused his deal.  

Pericles Alexander Pantages died in Los    
Angeles February 17, 1936. 

Opening week with lots of cars in front. 

Photos from the Los Angeles Theatres Blog. 

Selected from the LAPL collection. 



 

THE GREAT FRAME UP 
ADDING FENDER BRACKETS TO THE FRAME : #5 
 
#9 This Operation was done on a special fixture before assembly to chassis. Assem-
ble front spring assembly to front axle, tie rod and radius rod assembly, with two 
front spring hangers and front spring bolts, four nuts and cotter pins. Press four 
lubricator fittings in place. Line front spindles to fixture, and tighten tie bolts and 
nuts of tie rod. Assemble two front hub dust caps in place on spindle with hammer 
and punch. Tighten front spring hanger bolts on stand, so front radius rod is in air. 
Assemble drag link with two drag 
link ball seats, plugs, springs, cotter 
pins, grease retainers and grease 
retainer caps to steering gear arm, 
assemble to spindle arm and tight-
en. Use grease on all moving joints.  
 
There are a great many parts de-
scribed in operation #9 and each 
needs to be cleaned, inspected, 
often repaired, then painted, and 
greased. I’ve found several YouTube 
videos that cover parts like the  
spindles or the springs or the radius 
rods.  I’ve found service bulletins on 
properly installing spring clip bolts 
at modelagarage.com and the    
Importance of adding shims and eliminating play in the spindles on the ford-
barn.com.  To just get you started, I’ll include Alex Jenke’s discussion on making 
sure that the front axle is straight from a talk he did at Hershey, PA, back in 2014 
when he was Tech Director. 
 
“To inspect the axle you can run a sting around each end with the car jacked up and 
on stands.  The string should lay flat across the entire surface of the axle.  It it does 
not the axle is bend.  Further inspection of the axle requires disassembly of the 
front end.  Refer to Les Andrews Model A Mechanics Handbook for the process.  
 
“Lay the axle down and take a straight edge along the front and back of the axle 
check that it is straight.  If there are waves or a bow in the axle is must be sent to a 
shop equipped to straighten axles or be replaced.  Axle shops use very large hy-
draulic presses to cold form the axle back into shape.  Check the ends of the axle 
where the spindles ride, they should be straight across each load-bearing surface.  
Check the holes for the locking bolt; they should be straight and uniform.   
The front axle is the same for all model years with only minor changes to the spin-
dle bolt locking pin, castellated nuts, and stampings on the axle.  The axle is the 
single key component to getting a good front end. “ 
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RESOURCES 
The Model A Ford Front End Presented At Hershey, PA October 8-10, 2014 
By Alex Janke http://mafca.com/seminars/2014%20Hershey%20Front%20End.pdf 

THREE TIME MAFCA PRESIDENT, CURRENT 
TREASURER, ALEX JENKE, DIES. 
May 11 - MAFCA President, Doug Clayton, 
announced today that MAFCA has lost anoth-
er leader. 

"I must, with the utmost sorrow, notify all of 
you that MAFCA Treasurer Alex Janke passed 
away yesterday afternoon as the result of a 
tragic tractor accident. Few people have done 
more for MAFCA and the Model A hobby. I 
already miss him dearly." 
Alex was working at the family ranch at the 
time of the accident. 

Complete front end assembly ready for     

installation. 



 

THE REFLECTOR 

For questions about or inputs to The 

Reflector,  contact the editor, David 

Frazee at frazeeintree @hotmail.com 

 

If you are submitting a photo using 

Google Docs, you may share them with 

jdfrazee@gmail.com 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

2410 Appian Rd 
Carlsbad, CA 92010 

 

Phone: 760-729-4865 
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com  

 

Meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
each month in the Palomar Estates East 
Club House located at 650 S. Rancho Santa 
Fe Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The doors 
open at 6:00 pm for social time and the 
meeting starts at 7:00pm.  
July’s Meeting will move to the 10th. 

 

JUNE 2019 
Volume 47, Number 6 

BREAKFAST MEETING 
MAY: ORIGINAL PANCAKE HOUSE.  JUNE: GRANDMA’S RESTAURANT 
 
Where Next?  Grandma’s Restaurant, 539 Vista Bella, Oceanside 
When?  At: Wednesday June 19, 2019,  8 a.m. 
  


