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2019 “A” PROMISING YEAR 
THE “DRIVE” TO MAKE RESOLUTIONS FOR 2019 

You will notice that The Reflector has a new look. That’s only a small part of 
what promises to be a very interesting year for Palomar A’s members.      
President Chuck has a few ideas up his sleeve.  Tour Director Jim has ideas for 
great local tours, and Tour Director John is ready to lead us to Kanab, Utah in 
October for the 2019 Canyonlands National Tour. 
 
If you haven’t participated in a while, or if your Model A hasn’t been out of 
the garage, or if you haven’t even read past page one of The Reflector, or 
maybe you don’t even have a photograph in the directory or updated which 
cars you own, consider making a resolution for yourself to do those things. 
   
One of the first things you’re going to have to do, though, is to pay your 2019 
dues if you haven’t done that already.  Send your $20 to Judy Burrell 127 
Avenida Trieste, San Clemente, CA 92672. 
 



 

 
  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
THE NEW YEAR IS UPON US 
 
I am looking forward to being the President of the Palomar A's. My job will be 
made easer due to a very talented and enthusiastic Board.  With the Board's 
and membership's input I plan on making the monthly meeting more inter-
esting and fun. The goal would be to increase the membership's participation 
in the club's actives and get new members to join the club. 
This would include the use of audio visual aids, and members of the club giving 
short talks on some of their special Model As and experiences. 
I know this won't happen all at once, but I look forward to a fun and inter-
resting 2019. 
 
Chuck Grabowsky 

    

 

    

    
   

  

DECEMBER MINUTES 
THE INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
 
Call To Order:  The December 8th meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford Club 
was called to order at 1:07 p.m. by President Anthony Lugo at our annual 
Christmas Party, held at the Vista Elks Lodge. We began our last meeting of the 
year with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Minutes: A motion was made by Chuck Grabowsky and seconded by Jim Gates 
to accept the minutes as published in the Reflector. The motion was passed.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Dianne Frazee reported on the banking activity 
from October 31, 2018 through November 9, 2018, detailing receipts and    
expenditures. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the 
Treasurer’s report. Dianne told us of new bills that had arrived from Bob Olivari 
for postage, Print Pros for printing of the Reflector, and from Donna Lugo for 
hospitality items. A motion was made by Wayne Moore and seconded by Bruce 
Parker to pay the bills. The motion passed.  
 
New Business:  President Anthony Lugo announced the candidates running for 
office for the Palomar Model A Ford Club Board: 
 

NEW MEMBER: 

Sandy Boom 
4637 Park Drive #13 
Carlsbad, CA  92008 
619-972-924 
1931 Wide Bed Pickup 
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 DECEMBER MINUTES CONTINUED 
 

 President Chuck Grabowsky 
 Vice President Ed Simpson 
 Treasurer Greg Wilson   
 Secretary Linda Thamer 
 Long Tour Director John Frazee 
 Short Tour Director Jim Ball 
 Reflector Editor David Frazee 
 Assistant Editor Bob Olivari 
 Public Relations Barbara Kruegel 
 Hospitality Donna and Anthony Lugo 
 Membership Judy Burrell 
 Raffle Chair Open 
 Southwest Rgnl Rep. John Frazee 

 Technical Director Chuck Grabowsky 
 Web Master Sheila Saxman 
 Sunshine/Sadness Open 
 
Joe Williams made a motion to accept the candidates for the 2019 Board, with a second by John Burrell. The motion was passed. 
Adjournment:   There being no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 1:22 p.m. 
 
Awards:  Awards were presented after the buffet lunch. This year, the Broken Crank Award was presented to Jim Kruegel. The Drip 
Award went to Chuck Grabowsky, presented by previous recipient Bruce Howe. The Golden Bird Award was presented to John and 
Dianne Frazee.   
 
Raffle:   We had many raffle winners at the Christmas Party; beautiful baskets to choose from as numbers 
were called. President Lugo presented certificates to all the outgoing Board. 3 

 

LOCAL TOUR - JANUARY 2019  
OCEANSIDE’S ROBERT A. WEESE FILTRATION PLANT.  
When: Saturday, January 12th 
Where: 3885 Silverleaf Lane, Vista CA, 92084 
Depart: Clubhouse by 9:15 a.m. 
Tour starts at 10 a.m. 
 

In November, Vallecitos Water District gave us an inside look at what it takes to store and distribute drinking water.  But have you 
ever wondered how your water is treated?  Find out on January’s Local Tour as we visit the City of Oceanside’s Robert A. Weese 
Filtration Plant.  

This plant uses direct filtration and is capable of treating up to 25 million gallons per day (MGD) of surface water.  Direct filtration is 
one form of water filtration which consists of rapid mix, flocculation, filtration and disinfection.  The Robert A. Weese Filtration 
Plant is located near Gopher Canyon and the I-15.  I think you will find this tour, the continuation to the ‘story of water,’ both fun 
and educational. 



LONG TOURS 

JANUARY HIGHLIGHT BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARK 
 
MAFCA’s 2019 National Tour to Kanab, UT over October 7-11 is a Hub-and-Spoke Tour. Each day you depart from and return to 
the same hotel so there is no packing, unpacking and relocating.  You and your friends can select any “spoke” on any day. 
 
Bryce Canyon National Park (150 mile round trip from Kanab) is a series of natural, horseshoe-shaped amphitheaters exhibiting 
colorful spires, known as hoodoos, as well as fins and windows. Carved by millions of years of wind and water, the park’s      
natural formations come in all shapes and sizes and many different hues. Visitors can choose to view the park’s panoramic   
vistas in numerous ways – by strolling along the rim, by horseback, by hiking into the inner canyon on one of the park’s trails, or 
by traversing the park’s 18-mile scenic drive that provides 14 different viewpoints.  
 
Ranging in elevation from 8,000 to 9,000 feet, Bryce Canyon National Park exhibits great ecological diversity, from pinion pine 
and juniper forests at its lower elevations to fir and spruce forests at its higher climes. The park is home to dozens of mammals, 
over 100 species of birds and more than 1,000 plant species. Due to its higher altitude, the park boasts cooler temperatures 
than the surrounding large cities. October temperatures typically have a high around 60 and an overnight low near freezing.  
The record low for October was 0. 

There are three awards typically presented at the Palomar Christmas Party.   
 
GOLDEN BIRD AWARD 
Presented to the member who has made the largest contribution to the Club 
during the past year. The recipient is chosen and the Trophy is presented by the 
PRESIDENT with input from two or three past presidents.  The President has the 
Brass Plate engraved.  For the last several years, the award also includes a $150 
contribution to the MAFFI Museum for a Brick with the recipient's name.  
 
THE DRIP AWARD 
Presented to the member with the biggest leak.  
 
THE HARD LUCK AWARD 
This award has the instructions and history of the award attached to the back of 
the Trophy. Presented to the person who had the most major mechanical prob-
lem during the year.  Selected by the Tour Leader.  Taken care of and presented 
by the previous recipient. Brass plate taken care of by previous year's winner. 
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John and Dianne Frazee received the Golden 
Bird Award for 2018 for their many years of 
service to the club. 



TUCSON ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET 
Our Club’s tour to Tucson began with great weather. We had three A’s from the Club and two moderns ultimately, going in two 
groups. The Thamer’s joined the ‘overnight’ group in Yuma. We stayed at La Fuente Inn, a nice stop to break the trip in half. They 
have a great deal there for Happy Hour!  
 
Starting in early to continue to Tucson, we stopped in Gila Bend at an unusual eatery called the Space Age Restaurant, so of 
course we had to have a space age photo of all of us! And just to celebrate being out on the road again, we had dessert instead of 
lunch.  
 
We joined John and Dianne and John and Nancy Firth at the very nice and modern-looking Hilton East. The next morning, we all 
took advantage of Clyde’s ties to the Caterpillar company by taking in a tour led by Brad Cook of the Tenaja Hills Demonstration 
and Learning Center. We saw some unbelievably huge earthmoving equipment – as you see from the pictures. We were treated 
to a terrific lunch in the facility dining room.  
 
After lunch, we went to check out the Titan Missile Museum in Sahuarita. It is the only remaining Titan II site open to the public, 
and – wow – the history is so interesting! Both Linda and Fred sat at the controls and went through the firing sequence. Pretty 
exciting! 
 
For Thursday, one group went to Tombstone, and another to the Pima Air and Space Museum. The afternoon for one group was 
spent at Kartchner Caverns State Park, a great tour in an underground cavern, discovered in 1974 by two college students. Very 
worthwhile! 
 
For the Pima Air and Space Museum, we all had to be pre-approved for a tour of the Boneyard. Going on to Davis-Monthan Air 
Force Base on a bus, we got a taste of uber-security procedures with our getting off the bus for checking of ID’s once again and a 
thorough inspection of the bus. This location had hundreds of excess military and U.S. government aircraft, all preserved for    
possible reuse, or use of parts on other aircraft. Back at the Museum itself, there were lots of displays of historic events over the 
past years using aircraft – WWI, WWII, Vietnam were highlights. Even seeing commercial aircraft pilot and flight attendant 
(stewardess) uniforms over the years was fun. 
 
This whole tour was super informative and interesting, always even better being able to spend it with our Model A friends! 
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THE GREAT FRAME UP 
INTRODUCTION : #1 
 
Many folks embarking on restoring a Model A Ford may feel like a Fugitive: alone 
even when in a crowd of people, feeling on the verge of being cheated, depressed 
by the loss of your spouse—at least the free time you used to spend with them.  
Mostly, you’ll realize whenever you look at this great pile of rust that there are over 
6800 individual parts sitting there, and you’ll ask yourself, “What on Earth will I do 
next?” 
 
This column will attempt to help, but we recognize that all restoration jobs start 
with taking apart what you’ve got, (we won’t cover that) and it frequently makes 
better sense to clean and paint, or order replacement parts, while you disassemble 
the car, rather than starting with old parts spread all over the garage and house.  
Also, most people won’t remove everything in the first place. For instance, the first 
item attached to the Model A frame was the service brake cross shaft, using 12 
large steel rivets rounded in a large press.  
 
Still, in the next 71 issues (based on the description of the Ford Assembly line in 
American Machinist vol. 69, 1928.) we’ll attempt to provide some helpful direction 
for any hobbyist looking to perform a complete restoration. 
 
Step 1. Place frame assembly on stand. 1a. Assemble brake equalizer operating 
shaft (on early 28s) and bushing Assembly in place with two equalizer operating 
shaft pin caps and two brake operating shaft pin caps, four bolts, four nuts and four 
cotter pins. Tighten nuts with electric drill. Use grease on all working joints.  
 
You’ll want to check the frame for square and repair any bends and weld any 
cracks.  Check out Dan Morton’s Youtube videos for advice. Originally, the already 
painted frame was assembled with running board brackets, front fender brackets, 
etc. No brake housings or rods had been included. At that point, the chassis was 
then sprayed with black pyroxylin (otherwise known as Nitrocellulose—a lacquer 
product—and a low order explosive), with threads protected with cardboard. This 
operation varied from complete spraying top and bottom, to spot spraying bare 
steel and scratched areas, or even being omitted altogether depending on the   
employee.  
 
I’ve heard disparaging comments on the “asphalt based paint” which was used on 
the frame itself, which could be wiped off with solvent and a rag. The Asphalt Insti-
tute explains that it was actually “Japan Black ..a black lacquer .. which is usually 
applied to metal, such as automobile fenders and baked at a comparatively high 
temperature of 400°.” I suspect without the baking, it just might be washable.  You 
could either attach the running board brackets ahead of time and pay to powder 
coat everything separately, then 
leave it as is, or at home, wipe eve-
rything with Rustmort, then coat 
everything with Eastwood Chassis 
Black, only available through East-
wood.com.  Then, after the chassis is 
assembled, paint the entire assem-
bly with another coat. 
 

RESOURCES 
 
Model A Assembly Line Synopsis : http://
jmodela.coffeecup.com/assembly.html 
 
Model A Frame Measurements : https://
www.fordbarn.com/forum/showthread.php?
t=179345 
 
Home Shop Frame Repair Videos : https://
www.youtube.com/user/danmmorton 
 
Chassis Paint Colors and Finishes : http://
www.abarnyard.com/workshop/finish.htm 
 
“Model A Ford Frame Assembly” by Steve 
Plucker Restorer May/June 2007 p. 12-17—
http://www.plucks329s.org/pdf/frame/
Evolution_of_the_frame_assembly2.pdf  
Scanned and posted by the work’s author. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiXtL-5ra_fAhVGnKwKHfwRDOsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjmodela.coffeecup.com%2Fassembly.html&psig=AOvVaw3kZBfTM1g_kQ9UrGPGecRJ&ust=1545427671089351
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THE JANUARY PHOTO ALBUM 
JOLLY TIMES AT THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

M. A. & Jim Ball, Jim & Betty Foster 

Karyn & David & Lisa Frazee, Greg Wilson, 
John & Dianne Frazee 

Janie King, Hank & Nancy DiTomaso, Jim King 

Dee Olivari, Bruce Parker, Judy Horner, Bruce 
Furbush, Roseanne, & Linda Thamer 

Carla & Walter Hibbard, Betty & Stoney       
Stonebreaker 

Dave Belt, Bob & Dee Olivari, Arlene Belt 

Wayne Moore, Serieta Harrell, Lucy Wheeler,  
& Jim Gates. 

Chuck Grabowsky, JoAnn & John Pickrell, 
Donna & Anthony Lugo. 
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JANUARY CALENDAR 

2  Club Meeting at Palomar Estates 6PM, 

Social 7PM gavel. 

12  Tour of Oceanside Water meet 9:15AM 

23  Breakfast Meeting at Vista Swami’s 

 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

George Leitner 1-Jan 
Steven Currie 3-Jan 
Kathy Glendinning 3-Jan 
Anthony Lugo 4-Jan 
Nancy Peterson 5-Jan 
Judy Leitner 7-Jan 
Doug  Armstrong 7-Jan 
Jim Leary 10-Jan 
Ryoko Woodward 21-Jan 
Gerrie Rivera 23-Jan 
Janie King 24-Jan 
Sheila Saxman 28-Jan 
Roger Berchtold 28-Jan 
Howard Kruegel 29-Jan 
John Giuliano 30-Jan 
 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Stoney & Betty Stonebreaker    
23 Jan 

PHOTOS OF THE TUCSON TOUR 
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Eagle Rock California subordinate lodge 248  

San Diego Lodge at 3rd & E now the center 
of Horton Plaza Old photo SD Hist Center 
1911 and 2016.  

Pythian slogan Friendship, Charity, Benevo-

lence 

ERA FASHION TRENDS  
WHEN A MODEL A OWNER MIGHT REGULARLY CARRY A SWORD 
 
The Knights of Pythias is a fraternal organization and secret society founded in 
Washington, D.C., on 19 February 1864. Its founder, Justus H. Rathbone, had been 
inspired by a play by the Irish poet John Banim about the legend of Damon and 
Pythias. 
 
Banim’s play concerned the friendship of Damon and Pythias, two characters living 
about four hundred years before Christ. They were members of a school, founded 

by Pythagoras. Pythagoras taught them metempsychosis, or the 
"transmigration of souls", which holds that every soul is immortal and, upon death, 
enters into a new body.  From that, they had faith in their own immortality. 
 
Damon had opposed the pretensions of the king of Syracuse, who had gained the 
throne by fraud, and as a result he was condemned to death. Pythias became a 
hostage for Damon, while the latter was permitted his liberty to bid his wife and 
child goodbye.  Rather than flee leaving Pythias to die, he returned to face his exe-
cution.  Seeing the great honor, friendship, and benevolence shown by the two 
men, the king decided to release them both. 
 
To become a member of the Pythagorean Brotherhood, certain very rigorous tests 
were demanded and applied, some of which are very similar to the ritualistic work 
of the order today. The object of the organization was the moral uplifting and puri-
fication of society. Strict morality, absolute truthfulness, honor and integrity were 
thoroughly inculcated in the minds of its membership. It was a maxim of Pythago-
ras that the two most excellent things for man were "to speak the truth and to ren-
der benefits to each other" 
 
Early in the group's history, when a man was inducted into the Knights of Pythias, 
he received a ceremonial sword. Such a sword might be given to a Pythian by family 
members, business associates, or others as a token of esteem. Long, narrow swords 
are generally used in public during parades and drills, while short swords are used 
in displays.  
Markings on swords varied widely. Most swords were inscribed with the acronym 
"FCB", which stands for the Pythian motto ("Friendship, Charity, Benevolence") 
 
During the Model A Ford era, there were just under one million members of the 
organization. The order's auxiliaries are the Pythian Sisters, and two youth organi-
zations: the Pythian Sunshine Girls and the Junior Order of Princes of Syracuse for 
boys.  The Knights of Pythias also has a side degree, the Dramatic Order of the 
Knights of Khorassan, somewhat analogous to the Shriners in Freemasonry, which 
itself has a female auxiliary, the Nomads of Avrudaka.  Currently, there are fewer 
than 50,000 members. 
 
Famous Knights include:  Presidents Harding, McKinley, and FDR, presidential candi-
dates, William Jennings Bryan, Hubert Humphrey, and Nelson Rockefeller, author 
Lew Wallace (Ben Hur) and jazz musician Louis Armstrong.   
 
San Diego County was a relatively early hotbed for the growth of the Knights.  San 
Diego had a lodge before 1880, Escondido in 1887, and Oceanside in 1888.  There is 
still the Loma Knights of Pythias Lodge #159 located at 629 D Ave. in National City.  



THE REFLECTOR 

For questions about or   inputs to The 

Reflector,  contact the editor, David 

Frazee at frazeeintree @hotmail.com 

 

If you are submitting a photo using 

Google Docs, you may share them with 

jdfrazee@gmail.com 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

2410 Appian Rd 
Carlsbad, CA 92010 

 

Phone: 760-729-4865 
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com  

 

Meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
each month in the Palomar Estates East 
Club House located at 650 S. Rancho Santa 
Fe Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The doors 
open at 6:00 pm for social time and the 
meeting starts at 7:00pm.  

 

BREAKFAST MEETING 
OUR FIRST BREAKFAST OUTING OF 2019. 
 

Where:  Swami’s Cafe 
20 Main Street #100 (across from the Cinepolis movie theater), Vista 
 

When: Wednesday January 23rd at 8 a.m. 


