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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Anthony Lugo 
 
The Palomar A's October meeting commenced on time. Judy Burrell 
led the membership with THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. Addition-
ally, all present welcomed some good news from Judy and John      
Burrell, in that, several of their family members who are suffering with 
various ailments and health issues were doing better now. The Burrells 
thanked the club for all the thoughts and prayers.    
 
Thanks to Clyde Marion, we were entertained with a short video con-
cerning the recovery of a 1919 Caterpillar which had been abandoned in a 
nature preserve in the rugged mountains above Simi Valley.  The extreme 
extraction efforts forged by a small group demonstrated their devotion to 
preserving the historical significance of this type of equipment.   
 
During the raffle portion at the October meeting, there was some confu-
sion on the part of several winners (who shall remain anonymous), as 
they were selecting their prizes. They questioned whether the strategically 
arranged Halloween decorations at the club house were included.  
'Halloween seems to be a “big deal” in our culture.     Continued page 2. 

 

SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES 

Call To Order:  The October 3, 2018, meeting of the Palomar Model A 
Ford Club was called to order by President Anthony Lugo at 7:02 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Judy Burrell.  
Minutes:  A motion was made by Bruce Parker and seconded by Doug 
Armstrong, for approval of the minutes as published in the Reflector. The 
motion was passed.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Dianne Frazee reported the details of 
the banking activity from August 29, 2018, through September 5, 2018. A 
motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Treasurer’s re-
port. We received bills from Bob Olivari for postage, Print Pros for print-
ing of the Reflector, and Club expenses from Sheila Saxman. A motion 
was made, seconded and approved to pay the bills.  
Visitors, Sunshine and Sorrow:  Judy Burrell did not have any Visi-
tors/Sunshine/Sorrow news, except for reporting that she had had a very 
difficult month in her own family. It was announced that former member 
Fred Meyers had passed away last Monday.   
The Continued page 3. 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY  
WILL BE AT THE VISTA 
ELK’S DEC. 8TH 1PM $31 
PER PERSON WITH 
CHOICE OF SALMON, 
CHICKEN, OR PRIME 
RIB. PLEASE SEND 
CHECK TO DIANNE 
FRAZEE MADE OUT TO 
PALOMAR A'S  



MORE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

After the meeting we had many wonderful treats. I’d like to thank Lucy 
Wheeler, Joe and Peggy Williams, Jon and Anna Velasco, and Jim and Nancy 
Quinlan for their wonderful generosity. 
 
Hopefully you will be reading this November 2018 Reflector before Hallow-
een and also before our next meeting on Wednesday, 7th November 
2018.  I was recently at my local Home Depot and couldn't believe the extensive 
scary Halloween items which occupied a vast amount of floor space as I        
entered the store.  I was somewhat confused and taken back momentarily    
thinking that I had gone into the twilight zone as I  experienced a flashback to my 
youth when I visited my first “haunted house”.  Wow!  This is truly “creative and 
scary stuff”. The neighborhood of my youth was very cohesive and fun, especially 
on Halloween night.  Since our present neighborhood, of 40 plus years, is 
somewhat semi-rural and not conducive to trick or threats, our children were 
always invited to their schools on Halloween nights to be entertained in a more 
“safe manner”.  Here's to a fun and safe Halloween 2018.   
 

FALL BACK!  Don't forget to wake up at 2am on 4 November 2018 to set your clocks back one 
hour.  This is when Daylight Saving Time ends and Pacific Standard Time begins again.  Changing 
back to Pacific Standard Time technically gives us one extra hour of sleep that morning, however, it will proba-
bly take you that one extra hour to return to your comfortable sleep routine.  I'm sure you will figure out some 
other procedure!  Know that if you unexpectedly show up for the November meeting one hour too early (this 
might be a good thing), you can get a jump-start on socializing with those others who also forgot to properly set 
their clocks. 
 
November brings us THANKSGIVING DAY.  More than just an excuse to “Pig Out”.  Each of us has some 
'important” reason to be thankful. The Palomar A'S Model A Ford Club is very appreciative to the          
Palomar Estates East Home Owners Association for the use of their wonderful club house.  THANK 
YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 
The November meeting is going to be important, so please try to attend.  We need to address several 
issues:  Needed are the next set of club members who will volunteer to carry on to fill the positions of President; 
Vice President; Secretary; Treasurer; Tech Adviser; Tour Leaders; Hospitality Host; Raffle Etc.  Each member 
must “step up to the plate” and consider these requests.  I know each member can handle some task if given the 
opportunity.  Your involvement and contributions are important and appreciated.  Someone is knocking at 
your door, Now is the time to answer.  Please don't be afraid to volunteer, we will all provide help and sup-
port should you need it. You may nominate yourself or someone else who may need a bit more encouragement.   
Also, to be discussed is the Christmas party:  Who; What; When; Where; $$. 
 
I hope to be with you soon.  Until the November meeting,     AHOOGA! 
Anthony Lugo 
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LONG TOURS 

 2019 Canyonlands National Tour 

MAFCA’s 2019 National Tour to Kanab, UT over October 7-11 is a Hub-and-Spoke Tour. 

Each day you depart from and return to the same hotel so there is no packing, unpacking 

and relocating. Each day drive to whichever National Park or site you want to visit. There are 

six National Parks and a number of National Recreation 

Areas and Monuments within a 200 mile round trip. You 

choose whom to travel with and what time you want to 

leave and return.  

November Highlight : North Rim, of the Grand Canyon – 160 miles round trip 

(https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/north-rim.htm) It is considered to have 

more spectacular scenery than its big brother, the South Rim.  Situated about a 

thousand feet higher. It also has far less crowds.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjZ-43EkJTeAhUnn-AKHXXpC-gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fgrand_canyon_nps%2F5572312270&psig=AOvVaw3GFvqBYyNe-45Sx5Z3E9sa&ust=1540094255034225


MORE SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES 

 
Local Tours:  Tour Director Jim Ball reported on our planned tour to Bates Nut Farm this Saturday, October 
6th. Breakfast will be available before the tour leaves the Clubhouse, departing at 9 a.m. He reminded us of the 
event at Chateau San Marcos, scheduled for Saturday, October 20 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Breakfast Club will 
meet Wednesday October 17th at Vista’s Pegah’s Kitchen at 8 a.m. For November, the Club will visit Vallecitos 
Water District in San Marcos, leaving the Clubhouse at 9:15 a.m. on the 10th.  
Long Tour Report:  John Frazee announced that the CCRG will be held next year in Merced on March 29-31, 
2019. The MAFCA National Awards Banquet in Tucson, set for November 27-December 1, has several members 
signed up to go. Other upcoming events are the NCRG in Santa Rosa over Memorial Day weekend 2019, and 
MAFCA will host the Canyonlands National Tour in October of next year.  
SoCal Report:  No SoCal report this month. 
Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson said there were just a few Palomar A t-shirts for sale, and only one re-
maining blue Palomar A hat. 
Reflector Director’s Report:  David Frazee was not at the meeting.   
Technical Director’s Report:  Chuck Grabowsky was not in attendance.  
Raffle:  John Pickrell conducted the raffle. The Club had donations from the Beels, Steve Currie, and Doug 
Armstrong as raffle prizes.  Donna Lugo won the Attendance Prize, the October Birthday Prize went to Jim Quin-
lan. Fred Slikker won the 50/50 Prize and the Grand Prize went to Bruce Furbush.   
Membership:  Judy Burrell stated we had no new members this month.    
Public Relations:  Although not in attendance, Barbara Kruegel reported that we were published.  
Correspondence:  Anthony Lugo said we had received a thank-you note from  the Vista Historical Society for 
our donation.   
Old Business: Judy Burrell told the members that it is time for membership renewals, and to send her your 
$20 check, payable to Palomar A’s, along with any changes to be made in the Membership Roster for the upcom-
ing year.  
New Business:  An announcement was made that the Palomar A Christmas is scheduled for 1 p.m. on Decem-
ber 8th at the Vista Elks Club. 
Hospitality:  Donna Lugo thanked those who brought refreshments for tonight’s meeting.  
Show and Tell: We had a terrific audio/visual presentation from Clyde Marion about recovering an old 1919 
tractor in the Placerville area. A 1967 Huey was used for the final transport out of the remote area. Very interest-
ing!  
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Fred Meyers, of La Mesa died September 14, 2018. Born July 16, 1931 in San Diego he 

was the only child of Fred and Lina Meyers.  Fred Sr. would die when Fred was just 

16.  In 1952 he married his Hoover High School sweetheart and childhood neighbor, 

Charlene Bole. They were married 50 years until Charlene's passing in 2002. He 

worked for SDG&E. He was a member of the Early Ford V-8 Club and the Model A 

Ford Club of America, San Diego and Palomar 

Chapters.  He was the President of the        

Palomar A’s for 1995. 

For all that knew Fred, cars were his life. He 

was a perfectionist that restored many cars. 

He was happiest when he was tinkering in the 

garage, at a swap meet or judging cars at a car 

event. 

Survivors include daughters, Pamela Ann Steele of Las Vegas, Cynthia 

Lynn Prentice of Seattle, and Jill Marie Kerr of Jamul, five grandchildren 

and six great, grandchildren. 



Bates Nut Farm’s Pumpkin Patch 
Fall Festival has been the source of 
family fun since 1963.  And while 
we were all surprised at how many 
people Bates Nut Farm’s Fall Festi-
val draws (the place was packed!) 
and after we negotiated the chal-
lenge of finding parking, we all had 
a lot of fun browsing the Arts, 
Crafts & Vintage Market, watching 
families enjoy the tractor hay and 
fire engine rides and gazing over a 
literal sea of bright orange (and in 
some cases white) pumpkins! 

For a quieter time and one with a 
view of Lake Wohlford, we enjoyed 
lunch at the Lake Wohlford Resort. 
What a way to kick off our Fall sea-
son!  And always fun to see the 
smiles and waves when people see 
the A’s!! 

LOCAL TOUR - NOVEMBER 2018 

BATES NUT FARM TOUR  

When:  Saturday November 10, 2018 

Where: Vallecitos Water District, 201 Vallecitos De Oro, 

San Marcos 

Meet: The Palomar Estates Clubhouse 8:30 a.m.  For do-

nuts and coffee.   

Depart:  9:30 a.m.  Tour Starts: 10 a.m. Fee:  Free. 

Description: Ever wonder where your drinking water comes from?  Or how your local public drinking water sys-

tem stores water, distributes water and meets fire flow and customer demands while maintaining adequate wa-

ter pressure? And all the while meeting and/or exceeding Local, State and Federal water quality standards? 

Find out the answers to these and more when Vallecitos Water District host a ‘behind the scenes’ look at the 

operation of a public drinking water system. 
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MAFCA MEMBERSHIP LONGEVITY AWARDS  

The September/ October issue of the Restorer listed milestones 

for length of membership in MAFCA. The listings showed 

members names starting with 25 years in 5 years increments 

up to 60 years. There were 9 Palomar As members recognized 

in the list:  

45 years - Jim Norman 

40 years - Wayne and Joan Moore ; James “Pete” and Nancy 

Peterson ; Nancy Stradley  

35 years - Jim and Nancy Quinlan ; Wayne and Martie Wiedle  

30 years - Hank DiTomaso ; Kieth and Linda Thamer 

25 years—Howard and Barbara Kruegel  

Clearly they had to join when they were awfully young. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihqMjMgZTeAhXHY98KHbdkCWkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DXslURjkfYkw&psig=AOvVaw1g0P8FuTt6hJ5wrCS_p1cL&ust=1540090245911300
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A total of 84 Zeppelins were built during WWI. Over 60 were lost in wartime, 
roughly evenly divided between accident and enemy action. Many of the 
remainder were scuttled by their crews rather than handing them to the Allies 
as reparation.  Still these rigid airships fascinated the US Navy which needed 
platforms for long distance surveillance missions.  The ultimate in Zeppelin 
technology—and the victim of the crash with the largest number of casualties—
was the U.S.S. Akron. It was also the end of the dream.  Millions of Americans 
in the thirties watched these giants float by, and thousands actually travelled 
long distances on their passenger versions. 

(ZR-1) Shenandoah - (ordered July 11, 1919) August 20, 1923– September 3, 
1925  680 feet long. The first US dirigible, was  also the first rigid airship to use 
helium rather than hydrogen. Helium was relatively scarce at the time, and the 
Shenandoah used much of the world's reserves just to fill its 2,100,000 cubic 
feet volume. So rare that the Los Angeles—the next rigid airship to enter Navy 
service - was at first filled with the helium from the Shenandoah until more 
could be procured. It made the first transcontinental U.S. flight.  It was lost in a 
thunderstorm in Caldwell, Ohio due to structural failure. 

(ZR-2) (The British built R-38 purchased October, 1919) - June 23, 1921 to 
August 24, 1921.  It was completely lost on its fourth flight due to control inputs 
far in excess of structural strength.  This was after the three previous flights had 
resulted in loss of control, damage, and necessary repair and redesign.  

(ZR-3) Los Angeles - Only German-built (as LZ 126) US Navy rigid airship, 
served 1924-39 The Navy has commissioned three successive ships as the U.S.S. 
Los Angeles, this airship, then a heavy cruiser entering service too late for 
World War II, and finally a nuclear submarine.  Each survived to be 
decommissioned and dismantled. 

(ZRS-4 and ZRS-5) purchased October 16, 1928. The Navy contest to design 
and build the two new ships was won by the Goodyear-Zeppelin Corporation, a 
joint venture and patent sharing arrangement between the Luftschiffbau 
Zeppelin and the Goodyear Corporation which had been created in 1923.  

Despite the tragic end to the Akron, and a similar loss of its sister ship the USS 
Macon (also constructed in the Goodyear hangar) two years later, the Goodyear 
Zeppelin Company continued its work. During World War II, the company 
manufactured 104 non-rigid airships for the military at its Akron facility. 

ERA FASHION TRENDS 
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On November 2, 1931, the 
USS Akron cast off for a maid-
en voyage as a commissioned 
"ship" of the U.S. Navy and 
cruised down the eastern sea-
board to Washington, D.C.  

The U. S. S. Akron (ZRS-4) 

The Goodyear Airdock was built on 60 acres of land set aside by the city 
of Akron when the Goodyear Zeppelin Company received a U.S. Navy 
contract to build a hangar to accommodate the manufacture of two mili-
tary airships (The Akron and the Macon). When completed on Novem-
ber 25, 1929, the Airdock was the largest building in the world without 
interior supports. It is 1,175 feet long, 325 feet wide, and 211 feet high. 
With 8.5 acres or 364,000 square feet of unobstructed floor space, it has 
an area larger than 8 football fields side-by-side. It is supported by 13 
steel arches, but only one of the arches is fixed to its concrete pilings. The 
rest are mounted on rollers to compensate for expansion or contraction 
resulting from temperature changes. At each end of the building are two 
huge semi-spherical doors that each weigh 600 tons. The doors are fas-
tened by hollow forged pins 17 inches in diameter and six feet long. They 
roll on forty wheels on specially-designed curved railroad tracks, powered by an individual power plant each. 
These doors take about 5 minutes to fully open. 

She had eight propellers. The  

engines’ water reclaiming de-

vices appear as white strips 

above each starboard propel-

ler. designed to recover water 

from engine exhaust to com-

pensate for the weight of fuel 

burned during flight, to avoid 

the need to valve rare helium 

to maintain aerostatic equilib-

rium as fuel was burned. 

On April 3, 1933, Akron 
flew over New Jersey and out 
to sea. As the weather wors-
ened she managed to main-
tain her course for a while, 
but eventually plunged into 
the ocean. It quickly broke 
apart. 73 people died within 
minutes. A smaller airship, 
the J-2, was deployed to 
search the area for survivors 
but also crashed killing two. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjG29G1le3dAhUCbKwKHSRVDn0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohiohistoryhost.org%2Fohiomemory%2Farchives%2F2929&psig=AOvVaw3rNg5aA-2RFf9Ydk3ibI58&ust=1538755512196391


PASSING ON THE TOURCH 

By Anthony Lugo 

The time is drawing near, so don’t be afraid to “THROW 

YOUR HAT INTO THE RING.” Club leadership is im-

portant, and several critical positions need to be filled. No 

previous board experience is required.  Anyone who is in-

terested in continuing the PALOMAR A’S legacy of contri-

bution to make this a viable Model A Family.  Don’t just 

let others have all the fun.  You also have the ability to mo-

tivate and inspire Model A Ford interest.  Don’t think that 

you have to be a dynamic presenter or super person. Just 

be yourself!  Club members will appreciate your 

time and efforts.  Your participation is very much 

valued! 

The Curtiss F9C Sparrowhawk is a 

light 1930s biplane fighter aircraft that 

was carried by the United States Navy  

airships USS Akron and Macon. Although 

designed as a pursuit plane or fighter, the 

Sparrowhawk's primary duty in service 

was reconnaissance, enabling the airships 

it served to search a much wider area of 

ocean. The Sparrowhawk was primarily 

chosen because of its small size (20.2 ft  

long and with only a 25.5 ft ) wingspan), 

though its weight, handling and range 

characteristics, and also downward visibil-

ity from the cockpit, were not ideal for its 

role. To achieve launching and recovery 

from the airship in flight, a 'skyhook'    

system was developed. The Sparrowhawk 

had a hook mounted above its top wing 

that attached to the cross-bar of a trapeze 

mounted on the airship. Once the system 

was fully developed, in order to increase 

their endurance, the Sparrowhawks would 

have their landing gear removed and    

replaced by a fuel tank. When the airship 

was returning to base, the gear would be 

replaced so that they could land              

independently again 
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DUES 

It is that time of year again the 2019 Dues are due. Still $20 

for the year.  Need the checks made out to the: Palomar A's 

checks are to be sent to the Membership Chairperson: 

                Judy Burrell 

                127 Avenida Trieste 

                San Clemente, CA  92672 

If you have any changes such as address, phone numbers or 

want to add new cars or delete cars.  This is the time to let 

me know, so the roster will have a correct information.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.citigroup.com%2Fciti%2Fassets%2Fimg%2Ftimeline%2Fimages%2Fmain%2Fmain36.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.citigroup.com%2Fciti%2Fabout%2Ftimeline%2F&docid=i_geG3gRVEy4vM&tbnid=9u-CF1GLzyzrXM%3A&vet=12a


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

4 Martie Wiedle  
4 Phil Boone  
6 Robert Payne  
7 Karen Beel  
10 Barbara Kruegel  
12 Debbie Martin  
14 Fred Slikker  
15 James Ball  
23 West Leffingwell  
25 Doug Dixon  
27 Dick Smith  

NOVEMBER 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Phil & Sandy Boone  
8 Wayne & Martie Wiedle 
14 John Barbara Wayne 
21 Janes & Betty Foster 
23 West & Johannah      

Leffingwell  
26 Bob & Dee Campbell 
26 Keith & Linda Thamer 
26 Barry & Debbie Martin 
30 Joe & Michelle Delia 
30 Rex  & Peggy Bozell  

 

FOR SALE 

 ADVERTISERS 
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

Nov. 4  Murrieta Hill Climb 

Nov.  7  Meeting at Palomar Estates 

Nov. 10 Water District Tour 

Nov. 14  Breakfast at Village Pie Shoppe 

Nov. 24 Rockabilly Extravaganza,     

Riverside Airport 

Nov. 27 Natl Awards Banquet Tucson 

 

1930 Model A  5       

Window Coupe With 

Rumble Seat  $14,000 

or Best Offer 

• Unblemished Mid-

night Blue body with 

yellow pinstripes  

• Under 500 miles since 

museum quality resto-

ration. 

 

Contact: Richard Anderson 1-209-605-0414 

SUNSHINE & SORROW 

Hank DiTomaso just got out of 

the hospital and would love to 

receive cards. His address is  

PO Box 1439, San Marcos, CA. 

92079  

NOVEMBER MEETING   

REFRESHMENTS 

Bob & Donna Payne 

Greg & Cindy Wilson 

Rory & Ryoko Woodward 

Wes & Kim Wright 

Roger & Kathy Bodemer 

 

Please call Donna Lugo to 

confirm 760-758-3016 



STEEL VALVE STEMS 

Model A’s left the factory with metal valve stems.  Now, they are very rare, so you 
may wonder the value of switching out from the rubber.  There is authenticity,      
attractiveness, and safety.  Many folks have experienced rubber stem failure on a 
Model-A wheel.  Perhaps a sharp edge in the wheel hole for the stem acts like a knife 
and cuts the stem, or rubber valve stems are subject to UV/Ozone deterioration. For 
whatever reason, be aware that sudden deflation of a front tire can cause someone to 
lose control of their vehicle. 

A picture is worth a thousand words, so follow along with these pictures of how to 
change out a rubber for a metal valve stem, or using the internet, see the instructions 
with even more photos at: http://www.sheepisland.com/cars/tech/metal_stems/  or 
watch it on Youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkNTVBPDO7s 

  

Multiple cutting steps are          
necessary if the brass tubes aren’t 
easy to remove and you don't want 
to tear up the tube taking it out. 
Use snap ring pliers or just needle 
nose pliers to open up the hole. 
Install the metal stems dry, with-
out sealant. You can buy the tubes 
with metal stems pre-installed, I 
see them for $50, rather than $40, 
for all the parts 

 

HELP FOR BEGINNING A’ERS 
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THE YELLOW DOT 
ON NEW TIRES 

On new tires there is often a 
red or yellow dot painted on 
the sidewall of the tire near 
the bead. This should be 
placed at the valve stem 
when mounting the tire. It is 
the light spot on the tire, so 
matching it up to the heavier 
valve stem will offset it to 
balance the tire. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizzqeiopneAhURVd8KHYa3B_UQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhargapromo.id%2Fban-di-planet-ban-solo%2Ffilebank-indonesia-solo-2009-bennylin-06.html&psig=AOvVaw2cBDdgTBD


THE REFLECTOR 

For questions about or 

inputs to The Reflector, 

contact the editor, David 

Frazee at frazeeintree 

@hotmail.com 

 

If you are submitting a   

photo using Google Docs, 

you may share them with 

jdfrazee@gmail.com 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

2410 Appian Rd 
Carlsbad, CA 92010 

 

Phone: 760-729-4865 
E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com  

 
Meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Palomar Estates East Club House 
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The 
doors open at 6:00 pm for social 
time and the meeting starts at 
7:00pm.  
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Our next Breakfast Club get-together will be at Village 

Kitchen & Pie Shoppe 950 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad 

8 a.m. on Wednesday November 14th 


