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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Anthony Lugo 
 
Greetings Palomar A's members.  The April meeting provided me 
with pleasant experiences and positive thoughts.  Always such a joy to 
meet and greet new members, prospective members, and guests.  As our 
group welcomed several new members and guests, I remembered how 
beautifully Donna and I were welcomed by the Palomar A's many years 
ago.  I recalled being introduced and encouraged by the members.  That 
first encounter fueled our interest to join the Palomar A's and to main-
tain membership these many years.  I admit there are various  reasons 
why one might want to become a member, but I believe one important 
thread is related to the acceptance, genuine good will and hospitality the 
members bestow upon one another.  I am delighted to be a member. 
 
Vice President Ed Simpson will lead the May meeting.  Donna 
and I will not return from our travels, regrettably, in time for the May 
meeting and the planned local tour to the CLASSIC SHOWCASE facility. 
 
I anticipate more MODEL A'S will visit our future meetings and tours in 
the coming months due to the usually ideal climatic conditions we some-
what spoiled Southern Californians “deserve” or “expect”.  Hey that's 
not nice!  I better say “humbly enjoy”.  (continued next page) 
 
 

APRIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Call To Order:  The April 4, 2018, meeting of the Palomar Model A 
Ford Club was called to order by President Anthony Lugo at 7:04 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Keith Thamer.  
Minutes:  A motion was made by Karen Beel and seconded by Jim Ball 
for approval of the minutes as published in the Reflector. The motion was 
passed.    
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Dianne Frazee reported the bank bal-
ance as of March 7, 2018, the receipts and expenditures to March 7th, 
and the ending balance. A motion was made, seconded and approved to 
accept the Treasurer’s report. Dianne presented bills received from Print 
Pros for printing of the Reflector and postage from Bob Olivari, and a 
motion was made to pay the bills. The motion was passed.  
Visitors: Guy and Judith McElroy from El Cajon were visiting.  
(continued page 3) 
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Included in this issue are 
tour reports, tour invita-
tions, Model A ownership 
tips and lots of photos.  If 
you are considering sell-
ing your A, carry this   
issue with you; it might 
allow you to sell it for a 
higher price. 



MAFCA NEWS 
 

Nominations for MAFCA  
Board Members 

March 31 - MAFCA is accepting 
nominations from people inter-
ested in running for the MAFCA 
Board. People with questions 
about the job and what it takes to 
be nominated should contact the 
MAFCA office (562) 697-2712 
Monday - Friday from 10AM to 
4PM PST  or email the head of 
the Nominations Committee, 
Mark Smith at smithmh9 @ 
gmail.com. This is a fun way to 
meet new people  and help     
promote the hobby. 

MORE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I know this projects  a sense of entitle-
ment, shame on me.  Down deep I 
know we harbor no animosities or 
hostilities towards the other less for-
tunate (climatically speaking) parts of 
the country.  We can and should drive 
our loveable Model A's never the less.   

We had a decent turnout for the 
Queen Califia Sculpture Garden local 
tour although for a few brief moments 
we were surprised by light precipi-
tation during the docent's presen-
tation.  The Palomar A's were also 
represented at the CCRG event.  The 
May meeting tour reports will       
elaborate  on the events.  Thank you 
tour leaders and participants.   

Congratulations to members 
Kyle and Ray Matthews, now 
first time grandparents. Their 
beautiful granddaughter was           
welcomed into the world in early 
March.  Good to see Kyle and Ray in 
the local tour to the Sculpture        

Garden as it was their first day off 
from assisting their daughter and son-
in-law. 

Thank you Ed Simpson for       
conducting the May meeting in my 
absence.  I know the membership will 
be kind.  Presumably you will be    
conducting the meeting from up front 
and will not be sitting at the consist-
ently “lucky” winning table during the 
raffle, but with your proven raffle  
winning talents I     suspect you will 
score favorably. CAUTION:  Keep 
an eye on him! 

Thank you M.A. Morrison for  
allowing spouse Jim Ball to quickly 
volunteer your services to coordinate 
the May meeting refreshments. 

Some thoughts in lieu the July 
meeting:  Maybe a picnic the week-
end before or after the 4th.   Have a 
fun May meeting and local tour.   

AHOOGH! 

LONG TOUR:     CENTRAL CALIFORNIA REGIONAL GROUP JAMBOREE 
 

We had beautiful weather to begin our trip up to Cambria.  Eight Model A’s and one modern met at the Park and 

Ride for a 9:00 a.m. departure. We took off on Old 395, and Joe Williams spotted a Model A janitor (rear main oil 

catcher), which of course we stopped for.  It turned out to have fallen off Keith Thamer’s car, so it was good we 

picked it up.  We had quite a bit of traffic – it was Saturday! - going through Corona, Pomona, and even Pasadena. 

When we went through Santa Clarita, Joe Williams discovered he was going through gas quicker than usual, so we 

all stopped to fill up at $3.65/gallon.  

Upon leaving Santa Clarita on Highway I-26, Fred Slikker gave us a bit of history on the St. Francis Dam, which is 

about 10 miles north. It was designed and built in 1924-1926, by the Los Angeles Water and Power (then, Bureau 

of Water Works and Supply). At midnight March12, 1928, the dam catastrophically failed, and the resulting flood 

took the lives of over 400 people. The dam was subsequently demolished.  

We made it to Ojai, population 7,000+, to a great hotel on the main road. After a nice breakfast, we left Ojai on 

Highway 33 with virtually no traffic and beautiful vistas. We stopped in Ventucopa and the guys got to look at a 

very unusual rusted tractor with all kinds of various parts. We all went into the only restaurant there and found 

the most wonderful cinnamon rolls and banana bread and coffee. Keith had a stalling car problem, but after a 

roadside seminar with our excellent mechanics, we were back on the road and soon arrived at the CCRG meet  

hotel, the Cambria Pines. 

We had a very good barbecue supplied by the hosts, the Cuesta Crankers. On Monday we had a free day: some 
went antiquing either in Cambria (such a neat little town!) or drove to the coast to Morro Bay, some went to lunch 
at interesting restaurants, (Jockos) and some just relaxed at the hotel, which had beautiful grounds to explore. 

The banquet was held on the grounds, and we had several winners at the raffle. The Kruegel’s got a plaque for 
driving a Model A the longest distance of 364 miles. 

We left Tuesday, Quinlan’s continued north to have a few more vacation days, and we continued on 
SR-46 through beautiful green hills and scenery. We took a ‘convenience stop’ at a Senior Center in    2 



MORE APRIL MEETING MINUTES 

Sunshine and Sorrow:  JoAnn Pickrell reported that Jim Gates has pneu-
monia and that Janie King had fallen.  
Local Tours: Tour Director Jim Ball gave us information about the tour 
planned for Thursday, April 12. We will visit Queen Califia’s Magical Circle, a 
sculpture garden located in Escondido’s Kit Carson Park. On May 5th, there is 
a classic car showcase in Oceanside. On June 9th, plans are forming to visit 
Keys Creek Lavender Farm in Valley Center. More details will be available at 
the May meeting. There will not be a Breakfast Club meeting this month.  
Long Tour Report:  John Frazee updated us on the CCRG tour plans, 
scheduled for departure on April 7th. There are eight Model A’s set to go and 
one modern. The Orange County Pancake Breakfast is coming up on April 22nd.  The MAFCA National Convention 
is planned for the Sparks/Reno area in June.  
So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  
Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson reminded us of Club items for sale: hats, t-shirts, and patches. He will 
take over the President’s duties for the May meeting as the Lugo’s will be out of town.  
Reflector Director’s Report:  David Frazee asked if any club member had visited the Empire State building and 
could put together a little story about their trip. The building officially opened in May 1, 1931, with great fanfare by 
President Herbert Hoover.  
Technical Director’s Report:  Tech Director Chuck Grabowsky was not in attendance.  
Raffle:  John and JoAnn Pickrell conducted the raffle. The Birthday Prize went to Keith Thamer, and Anthony   
Lugo won the Attendance Prize. The 50/50 was won by Diego Frazee, and the winner of the Grand Prize was Bruce 
Parker.  
Membership:  Judy Burrell reported that Bruce and Roseanne Fuerbush signed up to join the Club at this      
meeting, not as reported at the March meeting.  
Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel said we had been published in the San Diego Union Tribune. 
Correspondence:  We had correspondence from the Association of California Car Clubs/The Defender and an 
announcement about the Henry Ford Picnic scheduled for June 10th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Old Business: None presented.   
New Business:  Crusin’ Grand in Escondido is set for Friday, June 22nd, with a 4 p.m. meet up. Some members 
said they would be gone to the Sparks/Reno MAFCA meet. Fred Slikker gave a history of the 50/50 giveaway at our 
meetings, and there was a discussion of changing the half that the Club retained. A motion was presented to give 
that half of the 50/50 to the Raffle Chairman to spend on raffle items for each upcoming month. The motion was 
seconded and passed. 
Hospitality:  Anthony Lugo thanked those who brought refreshments, and named the members who will bring 
refreshments to the May meeting: Jim and Janie King, West and Johannah Leffingwell, Clyde Marion, and Barry 
and Debbie Martin. 
Show and Tell: John Pickrell had a box of framed pictures for anyone interested. 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary 

  

 

MORE CENTRAL CALIFORNIA REGIONAL GROUP JAMBOREE 
 

Santa Margarita, knowing we would not have an opportunity for three to four hours. From here, we took a little 
side trip to Soda Lake and to see the Carrizo National Monument. It happened to be closed, but had the grand 
adventure to drive on a dirt road for five miles to get back to Highway 58 again. Great fun! 

We had lunch in McKittrick at Mike and Annie’s Penny Bar and Café, which was housed in an old brick building 
with thousands of pennies glued on the walls! After lunch we headed on to Tehachapi. As Keith had had several 
car problems, Clyde Marion obviously felt sorry for him and had his own car issue, which was fixed on an off 
ramp in Bakersfield.  

In Tehachapi at the hotel, we met a group of ‘midget racers’ and were invited to join them in a tour of a restora-
tion shop the next morning. We decided to take it in, then continued the drive home and completed another suc-
cessful tour. As always, we see parts of California you don’t know exist and become acquainted with small towns 
and so-pretty highways. Even if your Model A is not ready for the long tours, come along in your modern next 
time; our group always has a terrific time. 

Linda Thamer 
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CENTRAL CALIFORNIA REGIONAL GROUP JAMBOREE 



 
 
On April, 12th, the A’s hit the road to Escondido at 8:15 am and the rain began   
hitting us back about an hour later.  Not to be deterred, though, we just continued 
the tour under cover sculpture of Queen Califia standing on the back of her five-
legged eagle throne while the rain quickly traveled past.   
 
You could imagine that the sculpture, which is 22 by 24 feet and over 20 feet high 
would weigh so much as to concern anyone standing underneath it, but actually it 
is built of polystyrene encased in a urethane skin with applied fiberglass coating 
over a steel armature, so it isn’t overwhelmingly heavy.  When the sculptures need 
to be repaired, a crane drives into the garden at Kit Carson Park, lifts them over the 
snake-wall, and takes then back to the artist’s  studio. 
 
Niki was born Catherine Marie-
Agnès Fal de Saint Phalle and her 
first career was as a fashion model. 
In 1953, hospitalized for a nervous 
breakdown, Niki found that paint-
ing helped her overcome the crisis 
and she decided to give up modeling 

and acting to become an artist.   
 
She mingled with many famous artists of the day and gained quite an  
international reputation over her career. In 1994, she moved to La Jolla, 
California for health reasons. She arranged with Escondido to build 
Queen Califia in 2001.  She died in 2002 at the age of 71. 

LOCAL TOUR - MAY 2018 

QUEEN CALIFIA’S MAGIC CIRCLE 

When:  Saturday, May 5th at 
10:00 am 

Where:  Classic Showcase, Inc 

2640 Vista Pacific Dr, Oceanside 

 

Meet Time and Location: 8:00 
Palomar Estates East Club House   

Fee: $5 for men who want    
breakfast.  Women eat free for 
Mother’s Day. 

 

For over thirty years, Classic 
Showcase, Inc. of Oceanside,  
California has been a global   

leader in the sales and restoration of the Jaguar XKE (aka E-Type), along with many other select European marques. 
Classic Showcase has been helping classic car collectors and enthusiasts worldwide to obtain, restore and sell the  
highest quality turnkey classic vehicles available today. Specializing in the restoration and sale of the classic Jaguar 
XKE and XK models, our team is also highly qualified with numerous other British, German and Italian makes as well, 
including but not limited to: Porsche, Fiat, Ferrari, BMW, MG, and Triumph amongst many others. Our dedicated, 
professional team has been highly trained to cater to every aspect of making our client’s dreams a reality by exceeding 
expectations and creating works of art. Classic Showcase is where great cars achieve perfection.  
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 BREAKFAST  MEETING        
 

Because there were three 
scheduled tours in April, in-
cluding the Orange County 
Pancake Breakfast, there will 
be no breakfast meeting. 

 



QUEEN CALIFIA’S MAGIC CIRCLE  
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Help for Beginning A’ers 
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MAFCA NATIONAL CONVENTION, SPARKS, NV     

Palomar A’s Tour Dates:  June 21 –July 1, 2018    

Reno’s Susquicentenial 

The Central Pacific Railroad reached Reno in May 1868. Its 
route through the Truckee Meadows followed the river. The 
location of the depot and a townsite in the Meadows was 
particularly important, as it was to be the last major stop 
before westward trains made their way over the steep and 
rugged Sierra Nevada. 

 

Last Friday in Sparks 

In 2018 Downtown Sparks is coming to life with its "Last Friday" event. 
Everyone is invited to join in a variety of activities.  
JUNE 30th Movie: Uncle Buck, starts at dusk, approx 9:00 pm. Popcorn 
and ice cream sandwiches for sale. Bring your blanket, chairs, and the fam! 
JUNE 30th MUSIC AT GREAT BASIN: Jason King, (Swinging R&B) 7:30-
10p.m. 
Museum & Gallery: See the latest art show upstairs in the Cultural Center. 
Explore Sparks History downstairs with artifacts and displays. 
Historic Schoolhouse: The school is holding class from the past in the nationally-registered, historic Glendale 
Schoolhouse, newly restored for its 150th birthday! (free tours until 7p.m.) 
Tour the Train: The conductor leads a tour through the team locomotive, a cupola caboose, and a Pullman 
executive car. (free tours until 7p.m.)  

1.Prevention is Key 

Rick's number one tip is all about avoiding potential 

future problems. 

"Always store your Model A properly", Rick says. "It's 

not enough to just park it for a period of time and hope 

it starts up the next time."  Rick recommends that you 

drain the fluids, check your radiator, cover your Model 

A and store it in a low humidity area. 

2.Keep it Regular 

Next, Rick recommends that Model A hobbyists be 

vigilant about regular checks and maintenance. 

"Make it a habit to check your fluids, radiator, brakes, 

fan belts, and transmission on a regular basis",  he says. 

"Getting into a good routine of regular basic 

maintenance will prolong the life of your vehicle, and 

help you diagnose problems early." 

3.Have the Right Tools 

As many antique Ford owners know, all Fords up until 

1948 came with a tool bag. 

These are great basic tools to get started,  Rick says. He 

would also recommend going a step further and putting 

together a mechanics toolbox with the right 

instruments to care for your Model A. 

4.Do Your Research 

Always be learning about your car!  Rick says. As a 

young Model A owner, Rick spent his high school study 

halls reading the Model A mechanics manual. He also 

recommends that new hobbyists brush up on their 

basic knowledge of auto mechanics, as well as search 

the Internet for information, and find old and new 

books about their Model A. 

5.Join a Club 

As a long time member of both Model A and Model T 

clubs, Rick is a huge advocate of antique car 

communities, and suggests that Model A enthusiasts 

join a club in their area. 

You don't have to own a Model A to attend meetings,  he 

says. Sometimes it's a good way for beginners to learn 

some of the basics before they make their first 

purchase. It's also a great way for hobbyists of all skill 

levels to share knowledge and solve problems. 

Rick Lindner, President of the Scioto Model A Ford Club in Columbus, Ohio, provided his Top Five Maintenance 

Tips for Model A Fords for the Snyder Antique Auto Parts store on www.snydersantiqueauto.com. 



MAY  

BIRTHDAYS 

4 Greg Wilson 

5 Chuck Grabowsky 

7 Peggy Hopkins 

8 Judy Burrell 

8 Greg Rassatt 

9 Richard Allen 

10 Arlene Belt 

11 Johannah          
Leffingwell 

15 Karyn Frazee 

17 Dee Campbell 

26 Brian Tresdern 

28 Henry Rivera 

29 Remmie Jackson 

FUN TRIVIA 

 
 

After walking through Queen Califia’s Magic Circle club members enjoyed 
various lunch specials at La Tapatia on Grand in Escondido.  

 

 

ADVERTISERS 
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MAY MEETING  

REFRESHMENTS 

Jim and Janie King, West and        

Johannah Leffingwell, Clyde Marion, 

and Barry and Debbie Martin. 

Please confirm with the Balls. 

 

DONORS FOR THE  

MAY RAFFLE: 

 

Joe Williams 

Jim Ball 

Steve Currie 

Greg Wilson 

Karen Beel 

Doug & Carolyn Armstrong 

L
a
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a
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a
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Don Wade, is the owner of 

Don’s Dream Machines,. He 

restores antique aircraft. Don 

said that William Piper did 

not want to reinvent the 

wheel, so Piper Aircraft 

Corp.. Used many items that 

were designed for other 

companies.  Piper especially 

loved Ford. 

“As an example, the crank 

handle for the trim is a 

window crank off of a  Model 

A Ford.” said Don, “And the 

escutcheon trim ring that 

holds the spring in place 

underneath that crank 

handle in actually off of an 

old lampshade.  Even the 

throttle quadrant knobs are 

shift knobs off of a Model A 

Ford.” 

MAY 

ANNIVERSARIES 

11 Robert & Sheila 
Saxman 

12 Dean & Rene 
Barnat 

12 Richard & Cathy 
Dascamp 

25 Doug & Carolyn 
Armstrong 

29 Doug & Linda 
Dixon 



Opening day photos, May 1, 1931. 
Referred to as the "Empty State 
Building." Tenants were so few that 
first year that the Observation 
Deck made as much money ($2 
million) as the building's  rent.   

Observation deck, July 6, 1981, 9 

ERA FASHION TRENDS 

 

THE CONTRIBUTION 

As the number one tourist 

destination in the number one 

city in America, the Empire 

State Building has been the 

setting of romantic movies, the 

location of war and hurricane 

causalities, and the backdrop to 

lessons on the environment.  

KING KONG 

In the 1932 original, the only 

car in the movie was a 1929 

Chevrolet phaeton parked 

under the elevated train King 

Kong tears from the tracks.  In 

the 2005 version, director 

Peter Jackson fixes that error 

by having a Model A Taxi 

featured prominently.  Jack 

Driscoll, actress Ann Darrow’s 

human love interest, steals the 

taxi and races through 

Manhattan being chased by the 

giant ape. 

King Kong, 2005 

When I was 16, I had an adventure. My uncle had me help him move from Santa Ana to 

Huntington, NY, out on Long Guy-land. Once there, we toured Manhattan, had a knish near 

Battery Park, took the subway to Grand Central and walked to the Empire State Building.   

What I remember most of the tour was not really having an agenda.  Mostly Uncle Harley 

chose places and I went along.  Nothing really caught my imagination.  I thought I would be 

afraid of heights, and I wasn’t uncomfortable at all.  I thought there would be more glitz, and 

there wasn’t.  But, then, up on the Empire State Building, I felt some of the discomfort of 

being 16 and experienced some of the glamour you don’t get in Carlsbad or San Diego.  I 

rode up the elevator to the observation deck with contestants in the 1981 Miss Universe 

Pageant. 

Sadly, I have only one photo from the experience and that was of Miss Holland, Ingrid 

Schouten.  I have a good friend from Amsterdam and I wanted to get back home and show 

him.  I didn’t try to talk to her, but it turns out that I should have.  She was interviewed for a 

story in the July 8, 1981 New York Times: 

''What I like in New York,'' said Miss Holland, Ingrid Schouten, ''is that the men, they do 

this.'' Miss Schouten then winked one large blue eye and put one thumb up in the air with a 

big grin. 

''I think this is very kind because in Holland they do not do this,'' she said. ''But we do not 

meet many men here except - how do you call them? - the security men.''  

Schouten now works as a business manager for Van Harte and Lingsma, a Dutch managerial 

training company.  She was nominated for the Dutch women in business, Network Star of 

the Year in 2013 – but was beaten out by, Mirjam in 't Hout,  a librarian.   

The Empire State Building 

Cecil the Lion shortly after his death 



THE REFLECTOR 
For questions about or inputs 
to The Reflector, contact the 
editor, David Frazee at frazee-
intree @hotmail.com or 760-
480-0278  
 
If you are submitting a photo 
using Google Drive, you may 
share them with 
jdfrazee@gmail.com 

NEXT MONTH’S ERA FASHION TRENDS 

Short ties were very popular 
in the era.  Was there any 
reason for that which hasn’t 
transferred to today? Do you 
have a story about a friend or 
relative who wore his tie very 
short that I could use in next 
month’s Reflector? 
 
Please start a dialogue with 
me at my email: frazee-
intree@hotmail.com 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 

NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
2410 Appian Rd 

Carlsbad, CA 92010 
 

Phone: 760-729-4865 

E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com  

 

Meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Palomar Estates East Club House 
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The 
doors open at 6:00 pm for social 
time and the meeting starts at 
7:00pm.  

 

The Pasadena High School Model A Ford Club is conducting its annual 

fundraiser. For each $100 donation, you will receive one entry to win this 

1928 Phaeton, fully restored by the club. 

Only 500 entries will be accepted. Ticket will be drawn, Saturday, May 5 

Send your contributions to “The Up & Coming Foundation”, 1968 Lake 

Ave Ste. 101, Altadena Ca. 91001, or 

Contact Wilbert Smith, 626-791-7636 or John Emanuelli, 626-286-5267. 


