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The Reflector 
VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Ed Simpson  
 
We had a lively May meeting with a moderate to good turn-out.  It was 
nice to see some old time faces back in the crowd. An abundant raffle 
provided much good stuff for many. It appears the strangle-hold on raffle 
prizes by the back-table boys has abated somewhat. New winners were 
scattered about the room.  The meeting adjourned early as minimal busi-
ness issues had to be addressed.  Refreshments were plentiful thanks to 
all participating parties. 
 
Many Model A’s showed for a most interesting Saturday tour of Classic 
Showcase Motors in Oceanside. A tasty Cinco de Mayo lunch at El       
Ranchero Restaurant in Vista completed our tour. 
 
Many thank you’s around to all who made this happen. 
 
 
 

MAY MEETING MINUTES 

Call To Order:  The May 2, 2018, meeting of the Palomar Model A Ford 
Club was called to order by Vice President Ed Simpson, standing in for 
President Anthony Lugo, at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead 
by Bruce Parker.  
Minutes:  A motion was made by Karen Beel and seconded by John 
Frazee for approval of the April minutes as published in the Reflector. 
The motion was passed.    
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Dianne Frazee reported the bank    
balance as of April 4, 2018, the receipts and expenditures, and the ending 
balance. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the      
report. Dianne presented bills received from Bob Olivari for postage, 
Print Pros for printing of the Reflector, and Judy Burrell for mailing the 
remaining rosters. A motion was made to pay the bills; the motion was 
passed.  
Visitors:  We did not have any visitors in attendance. (cont. page 3) 
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The Reflector - 

Your monthly connection 
to the Palomar Chapter of 
the Model A Ford Club of 
America. 
 



 

LOCAL TOUR:  CLASSIC SHOWCASE, INC OF VISTA 
When we arrived at Classic Showcase, Inc., owners Tom Krefetz and his wife Debbie, were waiting to greet us with 
coffee, water and treats!  Our gracious hosts gave us a private tour of their restoration facility. From cars that were 

beyond restoration and used for parts salvage only to complete restorations that resulted in award winning cars 
worth close to a half million dollars! While Classic Showcase specializes in Jaguars, they had wonderful examples 
of Porsches, motorcycles and even antique radios!  For lovers of cars and top notch restoration shops, this tour 
was truly a joy. 
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When:  Saturday June 9th 9 a.m. 

 

Where:  Keys Creek Lavender Farm 

12460 Keys Creek Road 

Valley Center  

 

Meet Time and Location: At the Club House - Break-
fast starting at 8a.m. 

Depart: 9 a.m. 

Private Tour 10 a.m. 

Fee: $15 per person 

 

Keys Creek Lavender Farm is nestled in a beautiful, serene valley in Valley Center.  It is San Diego County’s 
only USDA-certified organic lavender farm.  The farm, previously known as The Lavender Fields, has more 
than a dozen varieties of lavender on eight-and-a-half acres of land.  Keys Creek Lavender Farm is a working 
farm.  Its on-sight store carries over 50 lavender products.  May and June are bloom season.  This should be 
an exciting tour for all. 

LOCAL TOUR - JUNE 2018 



MORE MAY MEETING MINUTES 

Sunshine and Sorrow:  JoAnn Pickrell reported that Karyn Frazee was ill 
with pneumonia. We were happy to see both Jim Gates and Janie King      
attending the meeting. 
Local Tours:  Tour Director Jim Ball gave us information about the tour 
planned for Saturday, May 5th. We will meet at the Clubhouse and depart at 
9:30 for a visit to the Classic Showcase in Oceanside, with lunch planned in 
the area afterwards. On June 9th, we will visit Keys Creek Lavender Farm in 
Valley Center. The cost is $15 per person.  
Long Tour Report:  John Frazee reported on plans for the tour to attend 
the MAFCA National Convention in the Sparks/Reno area in June.  
So Cal Report:  No SoCal report given.  
Vice President’s Report:  Ed Simpson told us of Club hats, t-shirts (both 
blue and white), and patches. We are currently out of license plate frames.  
Reflector Director’s Report:  David Frazee was not in attendance.  
Technical Director’s Report:  Tech Director Chuck Grabowsky gave us a 
report on changing wheel sizes for better traction in Model A’s.  
Raffle:  John and JoAnn Pickrell conducted the raffle. The Birthday Prize went to Greg Wilson, and Keith Thamer 
won the Attendance Prize. The 50/50 was won by Joe Williams, and the winner of the Grand Prize was Jim Ball.  
Membership:  Judy Burrell reported that there were no new members.  
Public Relations:  Barbara Kruegel had telephoned to say we had been published. 
Correspondence:  None received.  
Old Business:  None presented.   
New Business:  Chuck Grabowsky told us of a 1930 pickup for sale; see him for contact information. John Frazee 
had two vests from the family of past member Joe Roth for anyone who would like them, and also six very nice 
bound books about Ford’s. 
Hospitality:  MA Ball stood in for Donna Lugo. 
Show and Tell: Doug Armstrong won a tool that quite a few of our members weren’t familiar with, and John 
Frazee gave us a bit of history on this brake centering tool. 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Thamer, Secretary 

  

 

ORANGE COUNTY PANCAKE BREAKFAST   

We had a terrific turnout on Saturday for the overnight group for the Orange County Pancake 
Breakfast, held in Orange each year. However, some of that turnout included some San Diego Model A 
club members! We had 11 A's and four moderns hit the road from our meeting place at I-15 and 76, 
everyone in great spirits and ready for the drive. We take the backroads over the Ortega Highway and 
enjoy the ride without too much traffic. We all got a first look at Bruce and Jeanette's 1929 green Shaw 
Bakery panel truck, and Ruby got a rest from this drive. A 1931 yellow Dodge from the San Diego group 
joined us and fit in just fine. 

 
We arrived in Orange after a smooth trip and 
went to our usual lunch location, Watson's Drug 
and Soda Fountain on Chapman Avenue, always 
a neat stop and an excellent beginning to our 
Breakfast weekend. After lunch, some of us took 
off to see the many antique stores that are 
located in the downtown area and some to C. W. 
Moss Model A parts store. We then went to our 
hotel, and checked in. One of the fun activities 
of the weekend is the relaxing in the parking lot 
with our chairs and munchies after everyone 
gets settled in. We had quite a group, and at six 
we walked to the Mexican restaurant around the 
corner for dinner. 
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MORE ABOUT THE ORANGE COUNTY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

On Sunday, it was an early rise for coffee and a 7:00 a.m. departure for Hart Park. We had several from our Club 
drive up on Sunday morning early, so we had quite a showing from the Palomar A's in attendance. At the park, as 
usual, there were 200 or so other Model A's and some classic cars on display to walk around and admire. Of 
course, the breakfast is a big attraction too, and it didn't disappoint. The Orange County Club does a wonderful job 
of putting this all together, along with a huge raffle.  

Our Club was pretty darn lucky at the raffle, with the Beel's coming away with six prizes, The big surprise winner 
was our own David Frazee – winning both a very nice men’s bike AND a barbecue! Joe Williams came away with 
four new Model A tires. After the raffle, we all headed down to the Sand Canyon exit and went to lunch at 
Knowlwood. What a great weekend and very enjoyable tour! We’ll be doing it again next year, so plan to join us. 

Submitted by Linda Thamer 

Some Photos Courtesy Orange County Chapter 



 BREAKFAST  

MEETING      
There was no 
scheduled break-
fast meeting in 
May.  Hopefully 
You will be all the 
hungrier for 
June’s. 
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ANYONE WHO HAS DRIVEN A MODEL A KNOWS THAT IT CAN BE QUITE AN ORDEAL  
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BAMF STYLE : Iconic style from movies and TV (Blog)  Bonnie & Clyde TV Series, 2013 

March 24, 2015 

...But speaking of accuracy… the series did earn plenty of unwelcome shouting from car enthusiasts for replacing 
the Barrow Gang’s now infamous dark green 1932 Ford V-8 B-400 convertible sedan (as seen in all the authentic 
photos above) with a yellow “GLASSIC” replica of a ’31 Ford Model A 2-door Phaeton. 

“Glassics” (or “Replicars”) were replicas of Model A Fords manufactured in Florida from 1966 to 1981. The 
GlassicAnnex site is a great resource for people curious about these cars. It’s understandable why a recent 
production, especially a relatively low-budget one, would use the newer Glassics… after all, 9 out of 10 people are 
going to see a 1930s-looking car with a Ford emblem and say “Hey, an old Ford!” However, swapping out such an 
iconic (for some of us) car during such a crucial scene is borderline heresy for crime historians. 

However, anyone who has driven a Model A knows that it can be quite an ordeal for a non-expert to learn. Not only 
is starting the car a 
complicated process to those 
used to simply turning the 
ignition, but the process of 
driving – which 
includes double-clutching – 
can be frustrating for even 
someone who knows how to 
drive a manual transmission. 
My final ruling? The use of 
Glassics was justified in this 
production… but an original 
should have been used for this 
scene. 

Approximately 1600 fiberglass-
bodied replicas of 1931 Model 
A Fords were made by the 
Glassic Company in West Palm 
Beach Florida. They were 
manufactured between about 

1966 and 1981, at first using International Scout four-cylinder engines and chassis, changing in 1972 to Mustang 
302 cubic inch V-8 engines and specially built frames. 
 
Most of the cars were Phaeton body style, but there were some Roadsters and only three pickup trucks built. The 
company changed their name to Replicars in 1975, so later models used that name, although the name "Glassic" is 
used as a generic term for both nameplates. 
 
Glassic replicas are sometimes confused with Shay replicas, about 5,000 of which were made during a similar time 
period. The Shay replicas more closely resemble the actual Model A, whereas the Glassics were modified a little in 
appearance to be more practical for contemporary driving. The Shay replicas used Pinto 4-cylinder engines, and 
consisted mostly of rumble-seat Roadsters and Roadster pickup trucks. Glassics can be identified by their wider 
doors and more contemporary 14 inch or 15 inch wheels. 

2018 Palomar A Club Officers: 

President Anthony Lugo.   

Vice President Ed Simpson  

Secretary Linda Thamer  

Treasurer Dianne Frazee  

Local Tours Jim Ball  

Long Tours John Frazee  

Reflector Editor David Frazee  

Assistant Editor Bob Olivari  

Membership Judy Burrell  

Publicity Barbara Kruegel  

Technical Dir. Chuck Grabowsky  

http://glassicannex.org/


Help for Beginning A’ers 
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When choosing wheels and tires for your A, there is a 

balance of aesthetics, authenticity, cost, comfort, and 

safety.  Spokes are not as strong as steel wheels, and if 

you were a hot rodder back in the day, you would have 

ditched them in favor of solid wheels as soon as 

possible, but most hobbyists chose the look of spoked 

wheels. There are five sizes to choose from, and Bias ply 

as well as radial tires are available for all of them. With 

a bias tire, all sidewall flex is transmitted to the tread. 

The footprint deforms and there is an increase in tire 

slip. This could lead to higher fuel consumption as well 

as greater ground compaction and damage leading to a 

much shorter tread life than with a radial tire.   

Radials are clearly a better tire, but there is a much 

higher initial investment for them. The Stahl Sport 

Radial from Excelsior 600r21 sells for $313 each.  The 

same size in bias ply sells for $160.  Considering the 

longer tread life with the radial, however, if you plan to 

take your vehicle on many long tours, the overall cost of 

the radial will be the more economical. 

There are no choices of sizes with the 21 and 19 inch 

wheels authentic to the Model A. If you switch them out 

with 16" wheels, you have a variety of tire sizes to 

choose from. Many early hot rodders opted for a 7.50 

by 16" rear tire because the larger “balloon” diameter 

would give the car a "poor man's overdrive" as they 

used to say. 

All vintage Ford wire wheels are 5 on 5 ½” bolt pattern 

so any of them will fit your car. The original Ford 

drums were designed with a raised area for the wire 

wheel to press against that modern drums do not have.  

If you are using anything but stock drums that were 

originally built for wire wheels, it is very important to 

run special Wire Wheel supports. Speedway sells them 

at a great price if you just order up a 910-65470 you 

will need one for each wheel.  

Let’s review the different 

wheel sizes. A 1928-1929 

Ford Model “A” wheel is 

21” x 3”. Top spokes are a 

straight lace and the 

bottoms are single-cross. 

All are welded. The center 

hubs are very prone to 

cracking on these wheels 

from pressure from the 

spokes pressing inward.  

1930-1931 Ford Model “A” 

wheel. The diameter was 

reduced to 19” x 3”. These 

wheels also suffer the same 

weakness as the earlier 

wheels. Lacing pattern is  

the same with straight 

spokes on top and single 

cross on the bottom. 

1932 wheels look different 

and are 18” x 3 ¼”. They 

feature spokes with a single 

cross pattern top and 

bottom. The hubcap hole is 

5 ¾”. This is the first wheel 

to feature lug nuts that are 

completely covered by the 

hubcap. 

1933-1934 Ford wheels are 

similar to the 32 wheels 

stylistically. They are an 

inch narrower. 17” x 3 ¼”. 

1935 Wheels are 16” x 4”. 

These are very plentiful 

because they were cheaper 

to buy with tires during the 

war years. A great way to 

tell these wheels apart from 

earlier wheels without 

measuring is by looking at 

the location of the valve 

stem hole. 17” and 18” 

wheels have the hole 

located in the raised hump of the rim, while 35’ wheels 

have it in a flat area of the wheel.  Note that each tire 

that is shown mounted, is under a 1928/29 fender. 

The first thing to check before investing time into a 

wheel is its over-all condition. Rust and cracks make 

many spoked wheels unusable. Most times they rust 

from the inside out when moisture forms inside a torn 

or dilapidated tire. Moisture can also enter through the 

valve stem hole so you should check that too and 

ensure you do not have deterioration to the point it will 

cause weak spots in the rim itself. You should also 

check the spokes carefully to ensure none are badly 

bent. Spokes can be tapped carefully back into shape if 

the bend isn’t dramatic.  

Different Spokes for Different Folks. 



JUNE 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Judy Giuliano 

12 Kathy Marion 

15 Carolyn Armstrong 

17 Nancy Ditomaso 

17 Barry Martin 

22 Kyle Matthews 

23 Pam Treserdern 

29 Joann Cordtz 

NATIONAL NEWS 

 
 

Our June Breakfast Club meeting is set for   
June 20th at 8 a.m.   
 
Meet at: 
 
Pegah’s Kitchen in Vista (it was great last 
time).  We can secure the back room. 
 
Pegah’s Kitchen 
945 S. Santa Fe Avenue 
Vista 
 

 

ADVERTISERS 
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JUNE MEETING  

REFRESHMENTS 

Ray & Kyle Matthews 

Jeff Moddy 

Wayne Moore and 

Bob & Dee Olivari 

Please confirm with the Lugos. 

 

DONORS FOR THE  

JUNE RAFFLE: 
 

Keith & Linda Thamer  

Steve Currie  

Chuck Grabowsky  

Joe Williams  

Larry & Karen Beel  

Doug & Carolyn Armstrong  

P
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a
h
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en
 

Registration forms are now 

available online for the 2018 

National Awards Banquet  in 

Tucson http://

tucsonmodelafordclub.org/

NationalAwardsBanquet-

2018.html.  Reservations are 

available at the Tucson 

Hilton for $109 a night 

JUNE 

ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Rory & Ryoko Woodward  
5 Craig & Barbara French 
6 Dave & Arlene Belt 
9 George & Judy Leitner 
16 Anthony & Donna Lugo 
19 Joe & Peggy Williams 
22 Brian & Pam Treserdern 
25 Bob & Dee Olivari 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjS4KWbtJrbAhUFmVkKHX9rCdwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tucsonmodelafordclub.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw0m84-3zajc2BPi-fNj5JMK&ust=1527115905102826


Opening day photos, May 1, 1931. 
Referred to as the "Empty State 
Building." Tenants were so few that 
first year that the Observation 
Deck made as much money ($2 
million) as the building's  rent.   
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ERA FASHION TRENDS 

 

MAFCA CONTRIBUTION 

Each month MAFCA sends me 

an interesting photo I can use 

in the latest issue of the 

newsletter. This month it was 

of the Long Beach Peoples Ice 

Co. truck.  Without knowing 

the topic of this month’s 

Fashion Trends, they provided 

an illustration. 

The oldest continuous 

producer of men's ties 

and other neckwear in 

the U.S., Superba Inc., 

was founded in 

Rochester, NY in 1873 

and moved to Los 

Angeles almost a 

hundred years later.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A tie is purely decorative. Scarves, which are the ancestors of neckties, offer protection against 

weather, but the only function to tie is to make you look good. During the 1920’s and 1930’s, most 

men would wear a vest or waistcoat, so they wouldn’t want their ties poking out from underneath 

them. Even if they wouldn’t, they usually wore high-waisted trousers and they preferred not 

having their ties run over their belts. Therefore ties would either reach the belly button or 

sometimes not even that. The era also had wider suit lapels and oversized shirt collars, so the ties 

grew wider and more colorful to blend with that fashion.  The wider the tie is, the shorter it looks 

as well. 

Most ties of today are 57-59 inches in length and 3 to 3.25 inches wide, but from the late 20s 

through the 30s, ties were around 45 

inches long and widths grew to about 3.5 

inches.  It’s was not the fashion to take a 

20-year-old tie, tie it short, and stuff the 

tail end into your shirt. 

In the 1930s, silk neckties of greens, 

yellows, peach, and blues were the 

predominant colors with horizontal 

stripes, plaids, checks, windowpane, 

small paisley, large dots, pin dots and 

art deco motifs to clashed with men’s 

shirts were popular. Hand painted art 

deco designs started in the ’20s but 

really found a place in the 1930s.  

OVERLY SHORT TIES 

San Jose High Stage Crew for 1928, directed by their drama teacher, Miss  Hamm.   Were the 

boys in their short, short ties the real hams, though? 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiL49WutZjbAhUkwlkKHfNZDdYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhiveminer.com%2FTags%2Ffashion%2Cties%2FRecent&psig=AOvVaw3VHC3r1PvcJDVR-WYzSpY9&ust=1527047413475220


THE REFLECTOR 
For questions about or inputs 
to The Reflector, contact the 
editor, David Frazee at frazee-
intree @hotmail.com or 760-
480-0278  
 
If you are submitting a photo 
using Google Drive, you may 
share them with 
jdfrazee@gmail.com 

NEXT MONTH’S ERA FASHION TRENDS 

 
The Ives Toy Company, once providing serious 
competition to the Lionel Company declared 
for bankruptcy July 27, 1928—Before the De-
pression.  What happened? Are they valuable as 
collector’s items? Did or do you have something 
made by the company? 
 
Please start a dialogue with me at my email: 
frazeeintree@hotmail.com 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

PALOMAR MODEL A CLUB 

NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
2410 Appian Rd 

Carlsbad, CA 92010 
 

Phone: 760-729-4865 

E-mail: jndfrazee@aol.com  

 

Meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Palomar Estates East Club House 
located at 650 S. Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, San Marcos, CA 92078. The 
doors open at 6:00 pm for social 
time and the meeting starts at 
7:00pm.  

 

 Santa Anita A’s club members Art & Olive Moore were the lucky winners 

of the raffle for  1928 Phaeton, fully restored by the Pasadena High School 

Model A Ford Club. 

All 500 tickets  were sold, for a $100 donation. It is being considered a 

highly successful event, and a highly successful promotion.  The ticket 

was drawn, Saturday, May 5 during a Motown revival fundraiser that not 

only helped the club, but helped the High School’s music department as 

well. 


